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EXTRACT from thp PREFACE of thi? Work. 

IT will be difficult perhaps to find, in any Age, and in 
any Nation, ja Hiftory which abounds with fcenes of 
inore variety and intrigue, or with events that are more 
interefting than are to be met with here. But of the 
Work itfelf I fhail fay no more, than that it is full of fuch 
enterprifes^t as will afford an inftrudive, and a much un* 
heeded Leflbn to Miinkind. It will inftrufl: PRiNckS, 
to confult the Intcrcft and Iricliri^tions of their SubjeSs, 
and not to govern by illegal and defpotic Power. It will 
inftruS the Ministers of Princes that their own Paf- 
fions, Faftion, and Hl-humdiir, will produce as* much 
Mifchief to the Public Peac^, and the Security of their 
Mafter as the moft open Vrllainy, It will inilruQ: the 
Peoi^le, not to fuffer and aflift the Polly, the Forward- 
nefs, the Pride, and Ambition of particular perfons, to 
govern the Public Underftaiiding, and the venom of 
Private Intereft to be mingled with the Public Grood, 
The^e will appear to have been the means which Pro- 
vidence permitted, to infatuate a people ripe and prepared 
for their deftroSion : and by fufFering the weak to con- 
tribute to the ill defigns of the Wicked, and the Wicked 
to be more wicked than they firft intended, fuch a Scene 
of horror and defolation followed, as is fcarcely to be 
equalled in any Country. 
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H E obfcure age of the Irifhhiftory, whichLocARt 
wc havejuft concluded, it is to be hoped, n, 
hath been refcued" from that national con — *- 
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tempt vfhiqh we in this country have hitherto en- A. D, 
tcrtained of it : and if it is not. enlivened with ^s 428. 
many important interefting events as that of fpme 
other ancient natiotis, yet perhaps it aSbrds as 
much political inftrudion to a free people in the 
ufe of liberty, as we can meet with any where 
elfe ; and, which ought moreover to reconimend it 
to us, it is the hiftory of a country which is now an- 
ijexed to the Britifh ernpire* The third age of the Ir i(h, 
which we are liow to enter upon, I have called " the 
Enlightened" ; becaufe the fafts of hiftory are bet- 
ter authenticated, and the dates of the events are 
more accurately afcertained, than in the age pre- 
ceding. Even thofe who criticife their antiquities 
with the rnpft feverity, allow a credit is to be given 
tp their hiftorical accounts from their converfion to 
Qiriftianity : and it would be no ftretch of candour, 
in my opinion, to fay fvirther, that the colouring 
Vol. II. B of 
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of hiftory is then too ftrongly laid, to admit of the 
Icafl doubt of their having letters and arts in no 
mean degree antecedent to that period. 

The reader mud not however imagine, tha^ 
becanie I have calldd thi^ the enlightened age, he 
IS to be entertained with thofe events which alone 
make hiftory edifying and important : it is rather 
in general more barren of thofe fadls which beft re- 
ward the labours of an hiftorian, than the age be- 
fore it. For though Qiriftianity opened a new 
fcene in Ireland, and the luftre of hiftory Ihines 
Wighter as it defcends into more particulars, yet 
a bad tade for writing prevailed at that tinne all 
over Europe : and though the materials for hiftory 
were probably very plentiful, yet the great wafte 
made by the Danes at firft, and afterwards by the 
Englifh, in the annats and archives of Ireland on 
political motives, hath left us little enough of this 
^period, which mjiy be deemed important or enter- 
taining. Nor is the reader to imagine that there 
are no fables now, notwithftanding the acknow- 
ledged authenticity of the hiftory, either to (hake 
its credit — if thofe (hould (hake it— or to puzzle 
the hiftorian, and ericreafe his labour. The 
fables here are as numerous and as improbable, 
but lefs entertaining than thofe in the age preced- 
ing. They were written by Monks in cells and 
cloifters : men of a different ftamp and genius from 
'the ancient Bards, and they had a different caufe to 
fupport ; hot the caufe of heroes engaged in war, 
l)ut the caufe of faints advancing piety with a 
mixture of fuperftition, and a pretended power of 
working miracles. But let us now enter upon the 
'hiftory. 
^ • As foon as an account was brousht to Ireland of 

^^^ the death of Da THY near the Alps, Laogary the 
O Fla- ^^^ ^f ^^^ great hero Ni all. was elefted Monarch. 
HER. Though the reader has heard nothing of any at- 
Differtat. ^ tempts 
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Book VI. 0I?IRELAND 5 

tempts towards Icarjning or propagating Chriftianity Ware. 
before this Prince's reign, yet it muft not be con-CAM- 
cluded, that it had not found iti way into this^^^- 
ifland. The theological Doftrine, which the phi-^^^^** 
lofophic genius and the retirement of Corm ac had " 
led him to difcover, though he did not live iongjiAiiRXJ. 
enough to get it eftablilhed, yet had paved the 
way to a nee enquiry among all thinking men. 
The mind being once at liberty under its own di- 
redtion, and no longer fettered or hood-winked by 
authority, formed a fyftem for itfelf : and under 
this private fyftem every one fate quiet, until the 
time Ihould come, that the bulk of the people 
might be fafely taught by flow degrees to fee their 
error and to forfake it. 

The great power of the Druids, and the implicit 
fiibjedtion ynder which they held the people, were 
Ihakcn fo much by CormaC, that from the time 
of his death they were merely permitted to per- 
form the functions of religion, as minifters, not as 
dictators -, and even their forrner charadter was 
without the reverence which had till then been an- 
nexed to it. The Pagan religion in Ireland having 
but little hold left on the minds of men, they were 
open ahnoft to any impreffions that other fyftems 
might make : and many of their philofbphers, who 
did not chufe to interrupt the public tranquil- 
lity by oppofing the eftablilhed doftrines, and yet 
could not content themfelves with living under 
them and enjoying privately their own opinions, 
foribok their country for thofe regions in which 
Chriftianity was profefled. Several of thefe went 
to Rome, became the difci pies of St. .Peter, and 
were afterwards ordained and promoted to dignities 
in foreign churches. Many remained at home, 
and with letters and humanity taught the doc- 
trines of the Gofpel in obfcure fecluded places. 

B a It 
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It is probable that a reformation would iboner 
have become more public and general by thofe 
means than it did, if the attention of the nation 
had not been drawn off from fubjefts of this na- 
ture by -the foreign wars, which Cbim THAN and 
his fucceflbrs, engaged them in. The celebrated 
Ca THILL, toward the end of the fecond century, 
we are told by feveral foreign writers .cited b/r 
Usher [a]^ was Archbilhop of Rachau, indie: 
province of Munfter, and that he converted the 
province to the Faith of Christ, with the aflift-, 
ance of twelve fufTragan Biftiops, whom he ordain- 
ed. It mail be owned that die Irifti hiftories lay 
nothing of fuch an event ; and notwithftanding the 
many authorities cited by the Primate for it, one 
cannot help* fufpe£ting that there muft be fome 
miilake. The miftake indeed, I believe, is not* 
in the faft, but in the date ; and the writers which 
the Primate cites are much divided in their opinions 
about the time in which Cathill lived. 

There is no doubt however to be made, that fe- 
veral of the learned Irifli had received the Chriftian 
Faith before the reign of the prefent Monarch, who . 
made a great figure abroad in the higheft ilations 
of theChtirch j arid it fcems agreed among all the 
Irilh writers, that, before Patrick orrALLA- 
Dius, there were four Bifhops in Ireland, who 
preached the gofpel and made many converts to 
Ch R I s t. Thefe are canonized by their biographers 
under the names of S. Albe, S. ,Declan, S. Iber, 
and S. KiRi an. Before thefe, it is reported in the 
Hfe of the former, that one Christian us aPrieft, 
was fent hither from Rome many years before 
S. Patrick, in order to plant the Chriftian faith 
among the Gentile Irilh. What thefe old writers 
meant by the epithet of Bis hqp, it is not a eafy 

[a} De Brit. Eccl. Primord. p. 751—60. 

thing 



/ 



^ 
I 



\ 



Book VI. OF IRELAND. 

thing to determine. But it does not appear to iric^ 
that they had precifely the fame idea of that cha-f 
rafter, which in latter ages hath been affixed to it ^ 
for it is certain that their Bi(hops had not the fame 
extended power and jurildidtion which more mot 
dern times have given them. Be this however as 
it may. — To the four Bilhops abov^mentioned^ 
the writers of their lives have attributed many 
excellencies and virtues, great diligence and tra« 
vel i and had they attributed nothing elfe, they 
would probably find credit to what they hav^ 
written. But according to the humour of thofe 
times, fuch good men as thefe mud have an extra? 
ordinary intered in heaven ^ and many miracles 
which required the power of heaven are attributed 
to them. 

In the third year of the reign of Logajiy, PaLt 
LADius was fentfrom Rome by JPopcCELESTiNE, 
" to the Irifti believing in Christ." Our owq 
hiftorians, as well as theirs, and many foreign au? 
thors, agree in this event ; and they call him the 
firft Bilhop that was thus fent. Hence a queftion 
hath arifen, how Palladius could be called the 
firft Biftiop that was fent, if we admit that the Iri(h 
had received the Chriftian Faith before his time 
from the four Bilhops above-mentioned. In anfwer 
to this it hath been obferved, that in the firft pri- 
mitive Church the office of Bifhops and Priefts, and 
their names, were comijion ; but in the fecond 
they both began to be diftinguiftied. BaJUe in* 
forms us, that he was fent by Celestine to in- 
ftitute the order of Priefts laftcr thfc Roman man- 
ner ; becaufe, before this time^ the Irifti had 
dieir own Biftiops and Minifters, eledted accord- 
ing to facred writ by the fuf&ages of the people, 
as they had been among the Britons ; but this did 
not pleafe the Romans, Usher, who gives us 
this account, was himfelf inclined to )t>elicve, tha^ 
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las the four Biftiops were in Ireland before the miC- 
fion of Palladius, or the pontificate of Cele- 
STiNE, that this epithet means only thefirft Biftiop 
fent by that Pope who fent Patrick after ; or 
/elfe that he was appointed to the firft fee in point 
of dignity ,; as, although they had other Biihops, 
Pal^adius was the firft Archbiftiop, and Pa- 
trick the fecond, to whoni the others (houldfub- 
mit. The firft of tbe Priniate's explanations is na- 
tural, the other feems forced, if not abfurd ; - but 
the reader may take which of all he likes the beft ; 
for as thequeftion is not important, the folution is 
immaterial. 

The Pope havingbeen informed of the Pagan ftate 
of Ireland, by fuch of the learned natives as had re- 
paired to Rome for erudition, fentPAi-LADius with 
twelve affiftants to preach the gofpel to the Irilh. In 
a ftiort time ^fter their arrival, which was in the pro- 
vince of Leinfter, the Bifhop found means to eredt 
three churches for Chriftian worfliip, which he 
confecrated. But for want of (kill in the language, 
or for want of fpirit to withftand the brutal fierce- 
nefs of foqie Pagan chiefs, the miifion -of this ec- 
.clefiaftick had little other fuccefe. As he and his 
coadjutors were endeavouring to make profelytes, 
and to fpread their .cjoftrine, they were violently 
attacked by one of the ions of a P^an prince, a 
furious zealot, who had the principal command in 
that part of the country ; and fuch a powerful op- 
pofition, where they were without friends or ac^ 
quaintance, obliged them in a ftiort time to give 
up their defign, and to quit the ifland in order to 
favc their lives. The Biftipp however did not live 
to return to Rome ; but died in his journey among 
the Pifts, in the firft year of his mifliori. Little 
more is faid of the other Bifhops^ the natives of 
the country who were here before^ than that they 
confined their labours to particular pUpes ; in 

which, 
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which, though their fuccefs was not inconfiderable, 
yet they were very far from converting the gene- 
rality of the people. This great work was r^ferv- 
cd for S. Patrick, called froni hence the great 
Apoftle of the Irifti ; though not the firft, as th/s . 
reader fees,, who introduced ^mong tliem the 
Chriftian Faith. 

It has already been related in the reign of Ni all, 
that Patrick was born in Britain; and it was 
in that part which is now comprehended in Scot- 
land, called after him Kirk Patrick. He Was the 
ion pf a deacon and the grand fon of a prieft ; 
whi^h evidently proves that the clergy were not 
reftrained from matrimony in thofe early ages of 
the church. In his fixteeenth year, as. it hath 
been laid, he was taken captive in Armorica, 
•where his whole family were on a vifit to fome of 
the relations of his mother. When he was brought 
into Ireland and fold for a flave, his bufineife was 
conftantly to attend and feed the hogs. In this cap-? 
tivity, and in this fcrvile employment, he con tin 
nued till the feventh year, which according to the, 
law in that refpeft he was difcharged. Wheh he 
had been at home with his parents about two years, 
he was forprized, he fays in the account he gives 
of himfelf, one night in a dream, with ^ man 
coming to him as from Ireland with a great numbcfi 
of letters ; in one of which he faw thefc words, 
" The voice of the Irifh,*V and in the fame mo- 
ment he thought he heard the inhabitants near thd 
Weftern fea crying out to him with one voice, 
•* We intreat thee, holy youth, to come and walk 
among us" ; with the noife of which he awoke. 
From this time, fays the hiftory of his life, he 
formed the refolution of converting the Irifn to 
Chriftianity ; and immediately went abroad into 
foreign parts to enrich his mind with knowledge 
$ind learning. 
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^ iut ilF Patrick reialTy formed fuch i refolution 
at this tijoe, it is plaiii he was not in hafte to put 
it in execution : for befides thirty-five ye^rs that 
he fpent in his ftiidies with his uncle a Bi(hop of 
Tour's^, who ordained him Deacon^ and after his 
death witH Bilhop Germ anus who ordained^ him 
prieft, he was for fome time at Rome among the 
canons of the Lateran church, as well as with a 
colpny of Monks in fome iifland^ in the Tufcan fea. 
Upon the whole, it was no lefs than eight and thirty 
years after the dreani hie mentions, that St. Pa- 
trick returned to Ireland, in order to convert it 
from it^ ragan iftate* Let the readef judge there- 
fore, whether this return was owing' to the com- 
paffion which' he was touched with at their igno- 
rance when he w^s in captivity, and th^t this imr 
pulfe to convert theni was heightened by his.dteam.* 
It is diJEFerlng frdpqi all the writers on this fubjeft td 
ifey ptherwife ; but yet I muft confefs that I pre- 
fume to dffier fronij them, and to aflert that he 
probably thought no niore of Ireland, after he once 
b^an his travels, ;^till the time that he went to 
Rome to be confecrated for his miffion. But if the 
occauon of this miflion was the impulfe we are told 
of in his youth about forty years before, we may 
obferve what great events are fometimes owing to 
trifling incidents .; and that, jhe diefigns of provi- 
dence are brought iaboiit bv means, which in the 
eye of Tiiiman wi'fdomlare of no cohfideration. 
, )Yhether PATRrcK had been informed of the 

^ ill fuccefs and death of )Palj.adius at that time, 
sand, whether Germanus advifed him to refumc 
his former defign of cgnVerting' the Ififli — ^as the 
S^riters of his life affiire us— it may b^ as difficult 
perhaps for us to know, as it is by whoni he was 
fconfecrated a Biihop, which they are not at all a- 
gteed in. AtRome however it is probable that he 
j-eceived his confecratidn 5 and from thence, it h 

/ laid, 
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laid, that he brought with him twenty difciplcis or 
affiftants that were eminent for their piety and 
learning. With thefe he arrived in Cornwall ; and 
preaching there for a few days— and as fome fay 
in Wales — he encreafed his attendants to the num- 
ber of thirty four ; with whom he pafled ovef 
fiifely into Ireland in the Sixtieth year of his age, 
and landed in the port of Wicklow. The firft 
fruits of the Prelate*s miniftry, which he foon be- 
gan, we are told, after his landing, being well 
Ikilled in the Irifti language, was the converfion and 
baptiftn of SiNELL, a chief of that dountry, and 
the eighth in lineal defcent from the Monarch Cor- 
MAC. The report of this converfion was foon 
brou^t to Natmi, the Pagan prince who had 
driven away P^LL AD iTJS ; and he was not want- 
ing in his oppofition to Biihop Patrick : but the 
Bilhop ftood his ground 'till a ftrong party of Pa- 
gans — excited probably by the Prince — attacked 
him and his company, and drove them back again 
to their (hip. 

Having more courage and refolution however 
than his predeceflbr, he did no Ihrink from his 
undertaking. From this place therefore he failed 
to an ifland on the coaft of the county of Dublin — 
called •* Ifolm Patrick" from him at this day— 
where he refted with his attendants a little time, 
and thence went into that part of the province of 
Ulfter, which is called Ullagh, in the counties of 
Down apd Antrim. So large a company landing 
from one Ship, and all of them being foreigners, 
alarmed the inhabitants j who immediately pro- 
nounced ihem pirates. Intelligence of this being 
brought to DicHu, a chief in that country, he 
raifed a body of forces with all pofltble expedition, 
in order to deftroy or drive them away from the 
coaft. But finding them unarmed, and being 
ftruck with the venerable appearance of the Biftiop 
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and fomc of his friends, his indignation was turn- 
ed into curiofity ; and he defired to know the er- 
rand on which they came. As foon as the Prelate 
had informed him of his great defign, and had 
DicHU*s leave to explain the nature and principles 
of Chriftianity, he preached the gofpel in fuch a 
forcible and zealous maiuier, that the Chief and all 
his family were in a (hort time converted and bap- 
tized. Nor was this all ; for the land upon which 
his converfion was wrought he dedicated to God, 
where as fbon as he could he built a church. 

It is not the bufinefe of this hiftory to follow Bi- 
(hop Pa TRICK in all his perambulations about the 
ifland to propagate the Chriftian faith. The par- 
ticulars relating to him fo far, it is hoped, will not 
be thought improper ; as he was fo extraordinary 
a man in himfelf, and one to whom Ireland owes 
fuch infinite obligations : but a more general ac« 
count of his condudt will now be given. The 
reader is therefore to fuppofe, that this great apqftlc 
and his coadjutors were continually employed in 
fome places or other in their great defign ; and 
their fuccefs was anfwerable to their zeal. The 
hiftorians of Ireland, as well as the numerous wri- 
ters of his life, all agree that Patrick had re- 
tained a perfed Ikill in the Iriih language from the 
time of his captivity ; and to that in fome meafure 
attribute his extraordinary fuccefs. That he might 
have fome faint remembrance of a language 
which he had once learnt in his youth, and might 
recover it again with more eafe than dn entire 
ftranger could acquire it, may be allowed to be 
very probable : but if we confider the low ftation 
in which he ferved in his captivity, that he was 
twenty two years of age when he left Ireland, that 
he had no comnjunication at all with that country 
afterward 'till his return upon this miflion, and. that 
l)etween this there was a fpace of eight and thirty 

years, 
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years, his (kill in the Iri(h language at his firfl: 
landing on his miffion, may in my* opinion be 
juftly doubted, if not denied. It will appear too 
perhaps more probable to the reader, th^t his aflb- 
ciates were many of them native Irifh, at that 
tirne at Rome upon their ftudies; who could 
therefore interpret as well as preach for him, 'till 
he had recovered his acquaintance with the coun- 
try language. But to whatever reafons they owed 
their fuccefs, an amazing fuccefs they had.. 

In the fecond,year of their miflion, and when 
the aflembly at Tara was convened, thq Biftiop 
and two of his difciples came into that neighbour- 
hood ; rightlyjudging, that if they could ^ake an 
impreflion here, upon the Monarch, the pjovincial 
Princes, the nobles and their retinue, it would 
make their work more eafy over all the reft of the 
kingdom. Before this convention therefore they 
appeared and preached ; and by the bleding of 
God upon their endeavours, and the influence and 
example of the Queen and fome others of the 
court, a great number became Chriftians and were 
baptized. Logary the Monarch held out for 
fome time with great zeal and firmnefs : but his 
curiolity being .excited, by fo many principal pcr- 
fons who had been converted, to be more particu^- 
larly inftrudted in the new religion, he declared 
himfelf at le;ngth a Chriftian ; and his example was 
followed by multitudes of his fubjedts. The le- 
gendary wwters who drefs up tales, and the hifto- 
rians who deal in miracles, have multipfied them 
exceedingly upon this occafion. But whether the 
• miracles tbemfelves may not admit of fome dif- 
putc, or whether the hiftorians who lived not till 
long after, might not have been impofed upon, as 
in the cafe of miracles we know they almoft always 
were, I (hall not determine •, neither (hall I trou- 
ble the reader with any account of them : They 
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are too ft range and numerous, and thfe tales are 
too abfurd, to find a place in this work which aims 
at truth .and at inftrudtion. 

The Ififli were by this time in fo much hafte to 
embrace the Gofpel, that, if the BiQiop himfelf is 
not miftaken, feveral thoufands were baptized by 
him and his followers in one day. But how great 
a progrefs foever the miflionaries had made whilft 
they were in Ireland, for they all concurred in the 
undertaking, and PATkicK alone had not all the^, 
labour, though all the merit is given to him ; yet 
it was nothing in comfparifori of >»-hat ftill remain- 
ed to be done. Tbe^ therefore applied themfelves 
with the utmoft affiduity, to preaching, converting 
and planting Churches wherever they came ; and 
with unparalleled fucceft. So rapid a progrefs 
; wds not perhaps known in any other land. The 
jpeople, fays an hiftorian, embraced the do(ftrines 
' of Chr^ftianity with a fpiritual fort of violence : 
. and if it is true, as no doubt it is, that thofe doc- 
; trines met with the leaft oppofition from tlie learn- 
\ ed nations, this great fuccefs of the faith of Ch it i s t 
; in Ireland will appear the lefs to be wondered at. 
' The Bilhop and his difciple? addrefled themfelves 
every where to the Princes and great men in the 
firft place, for this reafon ; as well as for another 
that has been mentioned, that the populace would 
eafily be induced to follow their leadefs. It muft 
be obftrved however, that feveral years were thus 
employe^ in converting the people arid founding 
Churches, before any epifcopal fees or ecclefiafti- 
cal difcipUne was cftabKlhed. 

Whilft Iffeland was thus advancing in know- 
ledge and learning and trUe religion, her arms 
were extending her tnilitary renown abroad. 
This rertowh however confifted in their fuc- 
Cefsful ravages of coiAntrres, on whom they hi^d 
no other clatni than what tfaey founded in fuperior 

pow- 
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power : and when they had enriched themfelves 
with plunder, they returned home with captives to 
grace their triumph and to make ufe of as flaves 
in their moft fervile occupations. Thus Looary 
coDfidering the practice of his predeceflbrs, and 
being probably nioved with the fame defiire of 
fpoil and glory, tranfported his army into Britain ; 
where being joimed by their allies and tributaries 
the Pifts, they began their hoftilities with greater 
Qpniide^ce than ever : and that they might make 
irruptions upon the enemy at their plealure,, they 
attacked the wall of Sevbrus, which, being 
weakly defended by the Britonip, was br<>ke down 
in many places. A tribute and a treaty were the 
confequence of this vidory ; and the Britons being ' 
in a low and weak condition, pretences vvere not 
wanting in a (hort time after to renew the war. 
The fiime fort of ravages without any right on 
one fide, and the. fame fort of mifery, without in- 
curring it juftly on the other, continued more or 
lefs for feveral years, till the calling in of the 
Saxons, which put an end to thofc invafions, of the 
Pidts and Irilh. It muft be obferved that tl»?fe h\- 
vafions of kingdom againft kingdom, merely fot 
the fake of plunder and of dominion without any 
juft i^aiife of war, were the vices of the age, and 
not of the people, of whpm I ana writing : and all^ 
t];^e gre^ addons of tfaic anpient nations, which 
h^v^ filled, the .world with fo mucb glory, were 
nothing elfe fafut valourous ai|d. fuccefsful^ piracies. 
Even the renowned Gredcs and Ropians, who in 
their great politcnefe have been pleafed to ftyle 
all oth^r nations barbarous,, were as much renown-^ 
ed for the& unjuit and . bfirbarous depredations aa 
for their *ts and tearning-~but Ltui;n' again to the 
hiftory. 

The people pf Jreland were at this time fo much A. D, 
engaged in their conve'rfions, and in ereding and 443. 

en- 
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cndo^ving Churches, with the other circumftanccs 
that an introdudtion of Chriftianity had made nc- 
ceflary, that little elfe being attended to, we find 
but little elfe recorded. About ten years after the 
arrival of Patrick, he founded a Church and a 
Biftiop's See at Clogher, which he for fome time 
^'} governed himfelf, and then furrendered to Mac 

J^* - ^J Curt IN, his old companion in Italy before he 
^'J ' icame with him on this mifTion ; and he is reckoned 
the firft Biftiop of that See. In about two years 
after he removed to Ardmagh, the land of that ter- 
ritory having been given him by Da ire the pro- 
prietor of it : and there he laid out a city of large 
extent, and in a beautiful fituation -, in which he 
built a Cathedral, Monafteries, , and Churches^ 
drew inhabitants to it of all forts •, eftabliftied 
fchools and feminaries of education; and deter- 
mined upon making it the metropolitical See of 
Ireland. At this time it was probably that he fur- 
rendered Clogher to his coadjutor above mention- 
ed. But as the labours of his miffion met widi 
fuch fuccefs, that he had not hands fufficient to 
carry o*n the work, he pafled over into Britain in 
order to procure more affiftancc. Here he found 
feveral, eminent for their piety and learning, whom 
he confecrated Bilhops, to the number of thirty, 
and brought back with him into Ireland. 
A. D. Strengthened with this affiftance, and the reli- 
448. gion of Ireland having acquired the face "of a 
Chriftian Church, in the year after his return Pa- 
trick vifited his See of Ardmagh ; where in con- 
junction with his aflbciates he held a Synod ; the 
canons of which have been publiftied by Ware 
among the works afcribed to this prelateJFrom the 
Britifh councils by Spelman. Having Droke up 
this Synod, he went into that part of Leinftcr 
which was ftill unconverted, and which is now 

called 
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calkd Dublin, from the black and boggy bottom 
of the river. The people, though untaught, were 
not unacqubinted with the fame of Patrick : and 
they flocked out in great multitudes to bid him 
welcome. His ufual fuccefs attended him with the 
Prince and people of this territory ; whom he bap- 
tized in a fountain in the fouthern part of it, cal- 
led afterwards St. Patrick's well, arid which in 
Usher's time was open. Near this fountain he 
bi|ilt a Church ; on the foundation of which, the 
beft Cathedral in the kingdom hath been fince 
crefted, Which ftill bears his name. 

When he had preached and propagated the 
faith and fettled Biihops throughout the province, 
the next care of this Apoftle was to vifit Munfter ; 
which he had hitherto negledted, not without good 
reafon. I will explain what I mean. The name 
of Albe, of Declan, of Ibar, and of Kirian, 
have been already mentioned in the beginning of 
this book ; as Irifh Biftiops promulging the ChriC- 
tian dodtrine before the coming of Patrick or 
Palladius. But they had confined their labours 
entirely to the province of Munfter, their native 
country, in which they lived; where, as their 
preaching and inftrudtions were moftly private, 
their fuccefs was not extended very far. It was 
however fo confiderable and every day encrea- 
fing, that Patrick thought he might leave, 
that province to them, and make it the laft care 
of his miffion. Therefore the other parts of the 
ifland being generally then brought into the pale 
of the Chriftian Church, he turned his labours tc^ 
that province, that he might compleat the work 
of his predeceflbrs. His predeccffi^rs afraid per- 
haps, of the higher powers, or not having fp much 
judgment as this Apoftle, in the conduft of their 
undertaking, had negledted to apply themfelves, as 
he always did, to the Kings and Nobles of the 

pro- 
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province firft- The fequel will juftify what I 
fay. 

As fbon as Patrick was arrived in die neigh- 
bourhood of Cafhell, preaching the Chriftian Doc- 
trine with great boldnefs^ Anous the King of 
Munfter, hearing of his fame, went out to meet 
him with great alacrity, and re(pedlfully condudt- 
ed him to his palace. The converfion of the 
King and all the chief men of the province, was 
the immediate confequence of his preaching ; and 
the confequence of their converfion was a vifit 
from the four Bifhops to the King and ^atrick • 
where they all aflifted at a fynod in drawing up 
conflitutions for the government of the Church. 
Of the particulars of this fynod we have jio other 
• remains than that Emly was ereded into the archie- 
pifcopal See of Munfter ; for Albe, and the other 
three Bi(hops had diocefes appropriated to them in 
that province. But it was not without difficulty, 
and fome hazard of the Church'is peace in this in- 
fant ftatc of it, that, the four Bifliops who were 
here, and ordained at Rome before Pati^ick, 
or before the popedoni of CjELjiSTiNE, .could be 
brought to fubmit to his authority as their Pri- 
mate. However, for the f^ke of union, and out 
of regard to the great labour and the great fuccefit 
of Patrick, at laft, and with reluftance, they 
>yere prevailed upon to apquiefce ; but ra^ther as 
the Patron, it muft be obferved, than as the Pri- 
mate of the Ifland 

Indeed it does not appear from any* monuments 
of antiquity, manufcript or printed, that the See 
of Rome pretended to exercife any fpiritual or 
temporal jurifdidion at this time in Ireland ; or 
that Patrick had any powers or enfigns of a 
Primate conferred upon him by the Pope or by 
any other perfon. Neither was it till feven hun- 
dred 
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dred years after this that Euoenius tranfixirtted 
by his legate Fapiron^ four palls to Ireland, 
"whither a pall had never before been brought. S. 
Bernard, an inconteftable evidence in this cafe, 
confirms this aflertion in the annals of Mailrofs ; 
who fays, that from the very beginning to his 
own time, the metropolitical . See of Ardmagh 
wanted the ufe of the pall. Very juftly therefore 
might Cambrensis fay, ** that tho* PATkicK 
chofe Ardmagh for hisfe^t, $nd appointed it to 
be as it ^ere a metropditical fee, and the proper 
place of the {>rimacy of all Ireland, yet thiere wei?e 
no Archbifhops there ; butBiftiops only confecrated 
one another till John Pap iRo, thePppe's legate, 
brought four ;palls thither." 

In no part of the Irilh hiftory, or in PatrIck/s 
Jife, written by feveral, e:&cept JocELiNEi a fa- 
bulous Monk, are there any traces of a power 
^ven to this Ecclefiaftic, either as a Primate, or 
Archbi(hop. On the other hand, indeed, the 
Chronicles jtake notice, that Gel a si us, then m 
the fee of Ardmagh, feven hundred years after 
him, *' was the firft Archbilhop, becaufe he ufed 
the firft pal] ; and that others before him were , 
called Ar^hbiftiops and Primates in name only, 
for the reverence of S. Patrick as the apoftle of 
the nation." In (hort they erefted Bifliopricks, and 
. Archbifliopricks.too, according as they thought fit; 
as we may conclude from Patrick's ereding his 
own See of Ardmagh into a metropolitah ; and 
he, with Angus, atld the other Bifhops, making 
Emly the Archbiftioprick for the province of Mun- 
fter. ^ • 

In like manner, we are told, that the King of 
Leinfter with the confent as well of the laity as of 
the clergy, appointed tha!t in the city of Femes 
(hould b^ the archbilhopripk of all the province of 
Licinfter, and even in the time of Bernard, fo 
Jate as in the twelfth century, he has faid that 
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** Celsus the Archbifhop of Ardmagh, had of the 
new conftituted another metropolitical See; but 
fubjedt to the firft and to the Archbiftiop thereof/* 
May we not therefore fairly conclude from hence^ 
that ail thefe things being done at home among 
themfelves wtdiout confulting with the Popes^ the 
Iri(h confidered them as Bifhops only of a particu-* 
kr diocefe, or at moil: but as Patriarchs, on whom 
their own Qiurch had no dependance in the leaft f 
I think we may. Nay they were lb far from ac- 
knowledging the Pope's authority^ that they did 
not fo much as know that his holinefs pretended to 
have any authority over them : nor did Aofe pre- 
lates in fa^ afpire to the exorbitant power claimed 
afterwards by their fucceflbrs in S. Peter's 
chair. 
j^^ U^ Bifhop Patrick having remained feveii years 
455, in Munfter, in preaching, baptizing, planting 
Churches and other requifites of his nUiflion, took 
his final leave of this province in the year four 
hundred and fifty-five, and returned again into 
Leinfter. During his abode in this country, not 
thinking it inconfirtent with his duty as a fniflTion- 
ary, be gave his advice and ailiftance in the re- 
formation of the goveiiiment, as far as the genius 
of the nation would permit ; and he went no fur- 
ther. His bufinefs as a palittpian confided in cor- 
recting the abufe of liberty : and the Princes con- 
fidering him as a very able man as well as a good 
one,^ the friend and patron as well as the apoftle 
of the Irilh nation^ they admitted him to fit in 
the aflemblies of the ftate, and paid great defer- 
ence to his judgment. At his requeft, it is faid, 
that LooARY fummoned a convention of the 
chiefs, hiftorians, and antiquaries of the kingdom ; 
in order to purge their records and hiftories of 
their corrupt connexions with their old religion. 
Before this convention they were all produced ; 

and 
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and a committee of ninis being appointed tp reform 
them^ three Kings^ thre^ prelates, a^d three anti- 
quaries, their amendments, were drawn up ^» and 
being approved of by thi^ wljole afferobly, wfere 
difpofed into the public archives, as an authentic 
coUe£tipa For future ages tA have recoffrfeilQ,. and 
to which was given the nan>e. of ** the Great Anti^ 
quity/*^ ^fany copies w<Jr^' tjifcen of tbijs ireifcrap. 
bl^, jqoide of recqrds ai\dj Wftpry ') and "by general 
confent committed to. tbb. care of their Bij(hops, to 
be, d^pogtf^ in the churches for tht benefit of 
pofterity. ,To the multitude; of thefc copies it wj^s 
owing, that rtheyw^re; not «J1 deftrpyedrii^ the ra- 
vages of the Danes and E^gUfh v and that ibme 
fragments are (till in the.l^arjds pf th$ curious, at \ 
this day. Of thefe . are $he book pf Ardniagh, the * 
Pfalter of Calhel, the; book of Glendalpch, itte 
Lebha,r Gabala,andietyeral others wbicbl&BATiNo 
mentions, and from which he drew great afliflanoe 
in compiling the hiftory of that kingdom. 

Befides the convention above mentioned for tbe 
amer^ineat of their records and hiftories, Logary 
fummoned the great affembly at Tara, - according 
to the cuftom of his anceftors; where thefe a- 
mendments were t^8^nf^ribed alfo into the royal 
Pfalter, and where the laws , that were connedted 
with thejr. Pagan fupprftitipn underwisrit the iaix)e 
purgation with their records ; and new ftatutes 
wei:e add^d in jcpnf^rmity to the religion which 
they had then embraced. This body of laws 
was alfo depofited in the royal palace, to be 
confulted upon all <>ccafions as an unerring ftan- 
dard pf juftice, between man and roan, and for 
the right adminiftration of the flate againit all 
offenders. But it muft be obferved, that the fud- 
den change, to the Qiriftian religion made ip 
great change in the conftitution of the Irifti go- 
vernment, though in the execution of this fyftencrit 
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wrought 3 great one; b€ca«fc it taught men how 
to govern^ and how to dbfey, from purer principles 
ii^f c<^du6t, as wdlas from much -ftrbnger and 
fubKna^ir motivcB) tfee rewards of virtue in a foturc 

•ftate/'" ' '' • '• ; ■ 

; As ^ Pagan ccclefiafticks were admitted to a 
•Aare In thfe Le^lflttture^- it is no'wonder thar this 
cuftomt'lhcJuld be <x>fitintied under the C!lififtian 
govcmrtiefir* but their -power, fays art hlftorian 
'[*], ne^r amountcd-l^^iay- thing hear that -clerical 
tyranny^ dnd unexarflpled proftitmion fo muchxom- 
jplaiAfed'^f An thefe iat<*r times. If €ver ; they at- 
tempted 'to get a fhare of powcrin Ireland incom- 
patibtenwith liberty, 'they Certainly failed in the 
■acquifitloni Tbey^k(?^t themfelves, or they were 
kepji -widiin theirproper ; 

nor .woiiht ihi:^ knoWtftg «wd free people admit 
'them to tfe the traitiplers on the civil pe^Wer, But 
'where G6(pel authority alone is exercifed, little is 
to be feared from the Clergy : they do the ftate 
^he greateft ferv1te,-«'Ad ^Ibey- ttiierit the higheft re- 
veredde from it. This wai^ the cafe in Ireland ; 
and that thefpiritual had no coUifion with the civil 
power, we are afliired ti6x Only by our native hif- 
torians but by the confent offoreign writers ; who 
celebrate particularly- the ai^tient Irifh for the reten- 
tion of ■ their religion, upon the true principles and 
"firm foundation of primitlve'^Chriftianity:" 

During the fix yearsthat' Patrick remained in 
the proyitiiee of Leinftei^^ after his return to 
it from his progrefs over the dther parts of 
^the ifland, he made frequent excurfions to the 
northern bounds of Ulfter, converting the few 
who ftijl remained in their heathen- ftate, and 
confirming thofe in the Chriftian Faith who had 
before embraced it: and then it was, that church- 
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es and monAfteries being every where ere&ed, he 
is faid tQ have laid out the whole kingdom into 
divifions, decimating the people, the lands, and; 
the cattle, and taking the tenth part of the whole 
for the ufe of the churcl^ The men were ordain- 
ed into fome religious order, and the women were 
iettled. in convents and nunneries feparated for 
their ufe, with a fufficient revenue from the tenth 
(hare of the land for thdr fupport In (hor^ it i$ 
related, that by the care and good management 
of this great apoftle, there was not any part of the 
kingdom^ that did not abound with religious perr 
ibns; and a provifion was made for their educa^- 
tion and fubfiftence. 

It is even faid by ibme writers, that be founded 
three hundred and fixty'-ftve churches, ordained 
as many Biihops and three thouiand priefts. On 
this pa&ge-Bifhop Lxoyd [c] obferves very juftly^, 
*' that the writers of thofe times, when they were 
(et upon the pin of multiplyii^, made the number^ 
of things as many as the days of the year : but 
the true meaning perhaps might be, that bdides 
the Biihops he brought with him from Rome, and 
afterwards from Britain, he ordained as many fuf- 
fraga^s as there were rural deanries, in each of 
which t^ing one with another there were eight 
or nine pari(h priefts: and if he would fo far 
confult the eafe of the Bifhops and the convenience 
of the people, he might do it without altering 
the fpecies pf church gpvernment, which was the 
fame thfsn in Ireland as it was at that time in the 
churches of the Roman &npire/' Be this how-^i 
ever a$ it might, we ai;e told that when the pri- 
mate retfirniod to JLeinfter^ he relinquiihed the fee 
of ArdmagtK and appointee^ Binen or B^nignu« 
for his fucc§0br. 

[c] Church Goremment, p. 92, 
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It is very fufprifing that no rea(bi> whatever 
(hould be affigncd by any hiftorian for fiich an ex- 
traordinary itep, and that hp other partidulars 
(hould be handed down relating to it. It does 
not appear that he refigned the primac^y — if in 
truth he was ever poffefled of any regular primacy, 
V^hich I much fufpedt — though he relinquilhed the 
fee, which he had defigned and called the metro- 
politan. In this cafe therefore we are left to our 
own conjedture from the genius of the times and 
the principal features in the character of the man : 
and from hence it feems to me, that as he had 
riot a paflion for money or for power \o gratify, 
and being fully bent to lay out the remainder of 
his life in the great ends of his miffion, he would 
not be confined to any particular deCgnation, but 
his province fhould be at larjge, and the (late of the 
church in Ardmagh, being yet in its infancy, 
(hould not be deftitute of a paftor •, or he might 
perhjips intend at that time to take the journey to 
Rome, which in fix years afterwards he went ; 
and he would not leave the ifland without a me- 
tropolitan, nor his diocefe without a Btftiop, left his 
return might be uncertain, of never happen. 
Whatever ' were his motives, he confecrated Be- 
KicNUS i!Vrchbi(hpp of Ardraagh, {Ind continually 
employing himfelf in Leinfter and the North parts 
of Ulfter in the duties of his miflion, at the end 
of fix years he left the ifland and went to Rome. 

Whether it was before, ox after;, this journey it 
is not faid, but the old chronicles relate, that he 
confecrated the Archbifliop of Caftiel to have au- 
thority over that divifion of the ifland which was 
called Leath Mogha — mentioned in the reign of 
Conn — biit in obedience and fubjedkion to the . 
Primate and Metropolitan : and the reafon which 
they aflign for this partition, is, that the monarchy 
jbf the kingdom was then in poffeflion of the Here- 
"* " ' monian 
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monian line ; many branches of which of great 
rank and power had been converted to Chriftianity 
and received baptifm at the hands of Patrick ■ 
And therefore they infifted that the metropolitical 
church (hould be in their divifion in Leath Conn j 
the fuperior rights and dignities of which Ihould 
be equally -extenfive with their temporal power, 
For the (ame reafon, it is (aid, that Angus the 
King of Munfter, and the other dependents of the 
Heberian line, procured the fecond fee in autho* 
rity and jurifilidtion to be in their divifion, of which 
they had the command under the fucceflive Mo» 
narchs of the kingdom, and fo an Archbifhoprick 
was ordained at Ofhell. 3ut this I apprehend to 
be confounded with the, appointment of Albij 
before mentioned as Archbifhop of Emly for the 
province of Munfter ; which is but three milei? 
from Calhell, and was afterwards fpnk into, or 
united to that fee : and accordingly we find fom^ 
of the ancient records fpeak of the Archbifhop of 
Caftiell, under the ftyle and title of the Archbifhop 
of Munfter.— But to rctyrn to the hiftory^ 

The Boromean tribute ei^aded by the Monarch 
TuATHAL from the province of Lcinfter, though 
it was rather the eSedt of rage and revenge than 
an aft of juftice, yet had received a iblemn l^ncr 
tion from the legiflature, and continued to the 
time of which I am writing. One would have 
expcdled that the doftrines of the gofpel, which 
they had now embraced, (hould have purified their 
hearts and given them better notions. But few 
Princes aft from principle ; efpecially when prin^ 
ciple and their intereft are inoonfiftent. To this it 
may be added in excufe of Log a ey, that thii$ 
cuftomary tribute had continued fo many ages, 
that it was converted into a fort of right by pre- 
fcription, ^ Whether the Monarch thought of it in 
t is manner or not, or whether he thoujght at alj 
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about the nature of the ad, it is certain that he 
niade a demand of the ufual tribute : and it feems 
as certain that Crim THAN, at that time King of 
Leinfter, from the light which he had acquired by 
the Qiriftian dodtrine, was convinced of the iniqui- 
ty of fuch an exaftion ; and that it was a flagrant 
inftance of tyrannical power, rather more iniqui- 
tous under a Chrifti^n than a Pagan government. 
For this reafon, when the Irifli Monarch ra^de 
a demand of the wonted tribute, the King of 
Leinfter would not permit it to be levied in his 
province •, and both fides prepared for battle. 
The provincial forces of leinfter were fighting 
their own caufc, in defence of their property 
which was attacked with great injuftice ; but the 
army of the Monarch were not concerned in his 
fuccefs. They loft none of their rights and liber- 
ties, if they were vanquifhed ; and they acquir- 
ed npthing but the empty glory of defeating their 
own countrynjen, if they proved viftoriouSi Un- 
der thefe circunaftances the tvjro armies met and 
engaged ; when the Monarch's forces were routed 
with a terrible flaughter, and he himfelf was taken 
prifoner. * 

The King of Leinfter, having got him thus with- 
in his power, was determined to free his province 
from this tyrannical impofition at leaft during the 
reft of Logary's reign : and therefore the only 
condition of the McMiarch's liberty infifted on by 
Crimthan, was a folemnoath never to aik for . 
the Boromean tribute as long as he lived. The 
King, rather than remain in captivity all his life, 
fubmitted to this cottditioh*; and bound himfelf by 
the ftridteft oaths and imprecations to releafe the 
province of Lejnfter frorn this unjuft demand. But 
in defiance of this obligation, he was- fto-fooner fet 
at liberty and in a capacity' to revaige his im- 
prifonmeiit upon Gkimthan, than-he <;arried fire 

^ and. 
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and fw6j?d into his province; pretending; that his 
engagerEients were extorted from him by violence. 
But the vengeance of heaven, fays the hiftorian, e- 
ver attending on the guilt of perjury, would not be 
eluded by fuch evafions ; and as a proper example 
to Kings that they (hould not trifle with oaths 
and treaties, he was ftruck dead with lightning* 
This was the way of reaibning among.' the Monkifti 
writers, who dealt in fi<5tion and furprize ; and 
wha never wanted a miracle to avenge them of their 
enemies, or to carry on any righteous pufpofe. 

Biit there is great reafon to be .convinced, that 
all the pretended miracles which arefaid to be em- 
ployed by Patrick, and his a^ciates in the con- 
verfion of thefe people, were not only in general 
and for the greateft part, but .uniyerially and en- 
tirely the efF^B of fraiud and of imppfture. For 
it muil be obferved that this coaveriion hap- 
pened at a lime when learning wa$ bjat^lQW .; and' . 
when a general credulity and want of knowledge,, 
gave opportunity to the ecclefiafticks of coining 
their fables and obtruding them ^pon the .wprld for 
fa£ks : fuoh fallacies, being common in thqfe days' 
amoi^ good men, whep the ^nd of therh was to 
promote the Cbriftian intereft, A man who is con- 
veriant in the hiftory of thefe primitive ages muft be 
wilfully blind not to fee this, and abominably partial 
not to own it ^^ But nothing is more fvihjedi to de- 
lufion than piety, which, takes for facred all her ima- 
ginations of what fort Hot^tt : and the beft intenti- 
on in, the world is not enoiEgh to keep it in that re-* 
fped free from irregularity/^ 

If it was thought necie(!ary tp bring an immediate 
judgment from heaven for the puniihmcnt of the 
Monarch's perjury, it was likewife fuggefted by 
rfie zeal of the Monkifti . writers, that they (hould 
cover the honour of Chriftianity from^ the ftain of 
fofoul a crime: and tbeireforc having afiured us 

that 
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that Loo AR Y was converted to the faith of ChrisI" 
by Patrick, it is aflerted by ibme of them that 
he apoftatized, and that his oath was, as a Pagan, 
by the fun and planets and ftars of heaven. They 
did not cotifider, or perhaps they did not under- 
ftand, that Chriftianity is not accountable for 
the wicked lives of its profeflbrs ; and though 
I the judgment is enlightened by it, yet the will of 

man is left in all its natural power. But with 
what feverity foever they have treated the meniory 
of this Monarch, they have invented fuch a tale of 
his fon's xtcovtxy from the dead after th^e days 
and nights, by the interceffipn of St. Patrick at 
the Queen's requeft, who was a pious convert, as 
fully juftifies every thing which I have faid of their 
fraud and ignorance. After all it is very doubtful 
whether the Ring was killed by lightning : for, ac 
cording to Ware, it is faid in ibme hiftories, that 
he was flain in battle by the people of Leinfter, in 
-attempting to take the tribute which he had releafed 
by oath. 
O t L T- The death of Loo a r y after a tolerable reign of 
• oLU five and thirty years, opened a \^ay for the fuc- 
A. D. ceflion of Ollioll Molt, the ion of.DATHY of 
+^3- the Hereraonian line,, to the Monarchy of his an- 
• ceftors. In the fame year £i(hop Patrick re- 

turned, from Rome, taking Britain in his way ^ 
where he left the rules for the monadic orders 
which fee inftituted, called ** curfus Scotorum";- 
and from whence he brought with him into Ireland 
,1^ new ftipply of Bt(hop($ and Priefts, in order to 
fupport the Church which his own hands had found- 
ed. Though he was by tliis timp advanced to an 
extreme- old. age, jjnd could not perform the aftive 
part of a-milfionary, yet his zeal fpr the undertaking 
was n6r;inthe leaft abated; He frequently held 
^ fynods and.ecclefiaftical councils, in which every 

thing \TO£ expunged .that had. prept into the 
^ '' Churches 
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Churches contrary to the Catholipfaith ; and every 
thing agreeable to natural law and the fcripture 
canon was eftabliflied, 

In all thefe proceedings, and indeed in his whole 
conduct as the Apoftle of the Irifh nation, he a^ted 
like a man who had no other eommiffion than what he ' 
owed to his zeal and the vigour and integrity of his 
his own mind ; or than what layin common to every 
bifhop of the catholic church. The pretaicc of an u- 
niverfal paftorfhip over the churches by a Divine 
Ri s H T, was not (b much as thought of at that time at 
Rome I ind churches unformed were plainly left to the 
prudence and charity of thofe pious men^ who (hould 
be the happy inftruments of converting pagan na- 
tions to^ the faith. It is plain by what followed^ 
that th^ Irifti feemed acquainted with no other aUr 
thority, than what arofe from the charity and the 
good fenie of Pa TRICK : and if they were acquaint- 
ed with any other, if they knew any thing of the uni- 
verfal paftorfhip or patriarchal power at lUftne 
which extended to this ifland, they aftcd, it rouft 
be owned, like ftr^ngers to all pretenfions of that 
nature ; as will appear when we get further into the 
hiftory— I (hall now return to the ftatc. 

The oppofition which had been given to Lo- 
GARY^sdemand of the Boromean tribute, and the 
ill fucceis be met with in that naeafure, did not 
deter his fucceflbr Ollioll Moit,T from making 
the like attempt. For the fame error prevails in 
public as in private life ; the error of not being 
convinced iji things againft our inclination but by 
our own experience. His infifting therefore upon a 
tribute, which had been paid through fo great a 
length of time to the Monarchs of Ireland from the 
province of Leinfter, is not fo much to be wonder-i 
ed at, as his not feeing the great iniquity suid op^ 
preffion of this adt, after fo many years inftrudtion 
|n the moral duties of Chriftianity, But this only 

proves^ 
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proves, among a thoufand other inftances, that few 
men a£t entirely upon princij^e ; and that in the* 
general we are governed, by paffion, cuftom, or 
caprice^ tiot only in the little, but in the great af- 
fairs of life. . Ollioll Molt however is handed 
down to us by the hiftorians, " as an honour to re- 
ligion and government ^ becaufe he can be charged 
with no other mal-adminiftration. than what the bcft 
of his; predeceflbrs had been equally guilty of." 
Butithebeftof his predccefibrs were pagan Princes^ 
for whom more is to be faid in excufe than for this 
Monarch. Indeed nothing is to be faid for him, 
but that the. convention of the ftates had fan^tified 
this opprQlBon by law v ^nd that cuftom had takea 
away much of it& fcandal, if not of its iniquity^ in 
theopinionofthclegiflature. • 

But if Ollioll wa^s not deterred frorti making 
this demand by the ill fuccefsof his predeceflfor, Oi> 
the other hand the King and people of Leinftcr 
we« encouraged, by the profperity of their arms 
againft LooARY, to exert tihtttifelves in defence of 
their rights and liberties, in oppofition to the ty- 
ranny of the fucceeding Monarch. With the fame 
fpirit therefore that the demand was made, with 
' the fame refolution it was refufed ; and after the 
ufual mapner of decidii^^the contefts of Pfincea 
in tho& warlike ages, a battle was fought with 
mutual fiecceiie&, and a terrible flaughter on both 
fides ; otA yet the province was not freed from the 
pruel exaftioBof tiiis tribute*' More is not (aid in 
the ancient annals, and therefore more, cannot be 
related For the Monkifti writers of tbefe ages 
were fo fond of ecclefiaftical affairs, that w,e meet 
with little elfebeftdes the founding of churches and 
Mc«iafteries,"the (ucceflion of Biihops, .the extprier 
progirefc of ehrifti^nity, and the miracles of their 

Saints. -■ -;i -::- •••;.•. ..-••- 
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Great ehcotniums are beftowed upon this Mon- 
afch, 'for ;his frequent fecourfe to the fenfe of 
tfie nation, by regularly - convenittg^ ihe reprefcn- 
tatiVes to • meet at Tara. Whether any thing 
more than the ufi^dl- bufinefs was trft&fafted in 
tMemi -%« are nbt told ; nor indeed do wc 

"liear of any other- -ads »of Ollioll*^ befides 
the funinioning thefe dflemblies, and the bat- 
tle fought wi^h the province of -Leinfter for 

*^h^ir 'tribute, Jdurtfig -a reign o(mtT\tf years. 

Invruppiort of the great chdrafter -which Jlie left 

-behind, the chronicles think it enough- to' record 
noticing ill of him; for- they look upon the 
Boitomein «ribute-a6 much the aft of the State 
as of the'-Moniarch. But flirely oftly to do no 
ill, wicked as the world has been, is a com- 
mendation below the dignity of a man ; fcarce 

-good* isnough for a tame and domeftlc brute. 
Man -is fflade* a fbciable creature ; and Kings, 
of all meu, are evidently intended to be of 
ufe gltid- fervice to' the fociftty -over which 'they 
are placed. Leaving therefore the- •merit of 
CXllYoi/L 10 reft on the credit of the ainnalifts, 
I feall proceed to inform the reader, that not- 
withftlindi^ng this merit, as be did not fill the 
thrdhe'by the right of ^fuccieffion, Lu^had, the 

~fon of LocARY, who had been put bj ; raifed a 
f6f iiMdable party dgainllr him. Neither his merit 

*^nor his authority were able to prefeirve him 
from the^ iattacks of his competitor } and the 

'forces of both having joiMd iflue, the battle 
of Oeh^ .was fought, in which Oluoll Molt 
was defeated and flain. But this battle was not 
only decifive with refpedt to the reigning Mon- 
ardi^ but alfo with refpeft to the regal fuccet 
fion of the provincial Kings. ■ 

For notwidiftanding the law eftablifhed in the 
reiga of TuATHAL Teachmor in order to 

preferve 
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!)referve the monarchy in his own family exclu*^ 
ive of the Princes of* the other lineSi yet ibme 
of thofe Princes were now and then thruft in by 
fa^ion, which is regardlefs of all laws, divine 
as well as human ; and thoush they approved 
themfelves worthy enough of the crcf^n they 
held, atleaft fome of them did^ yet their. ah- 
lities and integrity were a bad equivalent for 
fuch illegal ufurpations. ilut the time was now 
come, that die Heremojiian line was fo powerful in 
the family of Niall the great, as not only to 
exclude the provincial Princes for near fix hun- 
dred years, and to confine ^the ibvereignty to 
themielves, but alfo to produce a prodigious 
revolution in power and property. For though 
a nominal pentarchical government ftill fubfifled^ 
and the petty ibvereigns were called Kings of 
Leinfter, Munfter, &c. as before, yet all the pro- 
vinces were fo curtailed by this Uy Niall race, 
which had erected principalities out of them, 
that the government of Ireland from this time 
became in fa£t ariftocratical, like thatofQermany 
at prefent. With this event I (hall therefore put 
a period to this book ; the hiftorical fadts of 
which, both civil and ecclefiaftical, when ftrip- 
ped of their miracles and legends, are much 
fewer than we might expeft in this enlighten- 
ed age. But it is almoft certain that we have 
but a finall part remaining of what was writ- 
ten ; juft the outlines or annals of their hiftory 
copied into the regiftry of their Churchop, and 
^ which efcaped the barbarous ravages of the 
' Scandinavian rovers as well as their Englifh 
enemies. 

The fads however which have been tranfmitted, 
are not without their inftru6ti©n both in public 'and 
private life, in the Church as well as the (late : 
and if the ecclefiaftical and the. civil reader are 

not 



Book VI. O F I R E L A N D. 31 

not the better for them, the fault is not in the 
hiftory but in themfelves. The pious zeal and 
benevolence of the good Biftiop Patrick and 
his .ailbciates, may be a lellbn to an Irifti eccle* 
fiaftick in particular, that his beil endeavours 
Ihould be exerted to perfed the work which they 
began ; not jn converting the people from pagan 
darknefs to Chriftianity as they had done, but 
in reclaiming them from a darknefs almoft as 
grofs and pernicious to fociety, the errojs of popery 
and their ignorance of true religion. The field 
for his labours is almoft as large, and zeal and ' 
diligence are as neceflary, as they were in the 
days of the firft miilionaries: and though in this 
age an eccleiiaftick is not expeded to be a. 
Sainty yet fo niany Churches in ruins, fo many 
parifhes without ^ .Proteftant minifter refiding 
in them, and the wretched condition of that re- 
ligion in Ireland, deferve furely to be laid to 
heart more ferioufly among the clergy, than we 
have reafon to think they are. However to 
point out examples in former times for the im- 
provement of the prefeiit, is certainly the beft 
deiign in writing hiftory ; and to apply thefe 
examples is the befi end in reading it. 
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Lug AD. X TOT WITHSTANDING the rapid progrefs 
II. JL\| which the Chriftian faith had made, in the 

— firft fifty years after its introdu<5tioa into Ireland, 

A. D. yet its morals were too fublime for the carnal 
483- .mind ; and not many great, not many noble, 
not many mighty were converted. Even of thofe 
who had embraced it, not a few renutined undi^ 
the power of their evil habits,, if not under their 
former ignorance, and fuch hafty converfions ac- 
complilhed with little inftrudtion, upon no 
grounds of reafon, upon no principle but a fort 
of falhion, cuftom or enthufiafm, without exami- 
nation,' and perhaps without underilanding the 
grounds of their belief, do no great honour to 
the religion under whofe bunner fuch converts lift. 
The reader therefore muft not be furprized, if he 
meets with infidelity among fome of the Chiefs 
and Princes ; or with the fame inteftine divifions 
and bloody contefts for power in their Chriftian 
ftate, as he hath already feen whilft they were Pa- 
gans. Nor is this a greater objeftion to religion, 
than to natural law. 

There 
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There is in unaccountable mixture of contra-Lt?GAD' 
tieties in the njtture of man as it ndW ftatids - the "• 

iceds of fomethingfo great sfnd noMe in his rea- ^ 

foning faculty, Und jft the fame time fomething fo 
weak and ditorderly^ in his' general ufe of it, a^ 
have puzzled the wifeft: and moft inquifitivifef men 
to account for/ No >*onder therefore hat in this 
ftate of corruption^ the Chriffian religtoti hatth not 
a* greater efFe<^ upon th6 heatft thain we fee it hath j 
when it it taken up through form or education 
without the convidtion of the rritnd ; of when 
wrong opinions in it are adopted favoura:bIe <o^ this 
corruption ; or when paflion and diffipaftibii preivenf 
8 ferious attention to itsr moft important principles. 
Any one of thefe circuniftances ii5 fuffici^nt to pre- 
vent the influence of religion on the human heart : 
but thefe were all perhaps united in the firfi eon- 
converfions of many of the Iri(h P^rinces id the 
Ghrifiian faith ; and they lived accordingly. . .,. 

The deith of OllIoLL Molt, whicK WSsMffi 
fought for no other reafon but becaufe his life ftood f^^ 
in the way of his fucceflbr's ambition^ led LtG-Qp^' . 
HAD the fon of Looary to the throne i and aSj^j.^^. 
though this unhappy country had been always (jshj:^. 
doomed to be devafted by the lirife and flangh-HARpi's. 
tef of its own inhabitalnts^ we read of nothing Ware. 
through a reign of five and twenty years, biit of Com-^ 
fi3t bloody battles fought by Irilb againlt Irifh^ we *^Rf- 
^ do not know why nor wherefore, and fatal to^^^-^*^^ 
many thoufands. Some of thefe Were no doubt 
occafioned by the ej^adtion and refafal of the Bo- 
romean tribute 5 dud a more important caufe per- 
haps could not be afligned for any. In oiie of 
thefe fell Angus the King of Munfter^ before^ 
rhentioiied 5 who is faid to pay fuch a regard to 
the piety ind infliruftion^ of S. PAtHicit, as to 
fettle i great revenue on the clergy of his province^ 
and' to* retain two Kfliops, ten Priefts, and feven* 

Vol. IL D ty-two 
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LuoAiKty-two religious in his court, for the performance 
II- of divine lervice. 

We left the good Apoftle, as the reader may 
remember, in extreme old age, convening fynods^ 
and councils for the government of the Church, 
and for the encreafe of true religion. The courfe 
of the hiftory obliges me now to return to him. 
It does not appear that after his laft voyage from 
Britain, lie either refumed the fee of Ardmagh, or 
confined himfelf to any particular charge. For 
though he lived thirty years after that excurfion, 
yet being fo much ftricken in years, and the fa- 
culties of his mind probably feiling. with his con- 
ftitution,, he fpent the greateft part of this time in 
,the monafteries of Saul and Ardmagh. Nor was he 
eafily drawn out of thefe retreats,, unlefs called by 
feme very important bufincfs of the church, in 
which his authority and advice were neceflary, 
But worn out at length with age and infirmities, in 
the tenth year of this reign, and in the hundred 
and twentieth of his age, he died in the abbey of 
Saul, and was buried at Down. 

In this manner ended the life and labours of Bi- 
fhop Patrick, defervedly called " the Apoftle of 
the Irifli :" and though he is generally underftood^ 
and reported by moft writers, to have eftabliflicd 
the metropolitical fee at Ardmagh, and to have been 
himfelf an Archbifliop and Primate of all Ireland^ 
yet I find no gpod authority for this conjefture. 
There is no tranfadkion in any of the hiftories of 
that country to lead to fuch an opinion ; and the 
writers of his life,, who are faid to be threefcorc 
in number, deferve not to be credited. They have- 
all of themafcribed to him the power of working 
miracles •, and perhaps imagining that they could 
never do him honour enough, they have made 
him Primate and Metropolitan of the Church he 
founded among the Irifti, Eut w^e are told b)f 

Arch^ 
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Archbifhop Usher in a manufcript which I fawLuoAD 
under his own hand in the College Library at Dub- H- 
lin, " that though Probus acknowledges the pri- 
macy to be in the fee of Ardmagh, yet he does not 
fay that Patrick founded the Church there, but 
only monafteri^s and habitations for religious men : 
and the moft ancient author in whom we read the 
feat of the primacy to be placed by Patrick 
himfelf at Ardmagh, is no older than Bernard — 
in the twelfth century, — who faith, that he lived 
and died there : whereas all depart from him in 
the latter part of his report, and there is no ne- 
ceflitj • that wc fhould abfolutely yield to the for- 
mer, that in his life-time he was Biftiop thereof. 
As the Irifh antiquities mention Bilhops of that 
nation before the miflion of Patrick, fo alfo do 
I find in them mention of Metropolitants before the 
corning of Papiron.'* 

But it is certain that the primacy of old did be- 
long to the fee of Ardmagh ; and whether Pa- 
trick had any other authority or power as me- 
tropolitan than what he conferred upon himfelf, 
which is much to be doubted, yet it is as certain 
that he appointed and confecrated Bifhops. In 
fliort, to fpeak my own opinion, he rather a£ted' 
as Apoftle of the Church of Ireland, going about 
from place to place, inftrudting the people, plant- 
ing monafteries, ordaining affiftants in his under- 
taking, eftablifhing a liturgy, and framing rules 
of difcipline, than as a Bifhop of any one particu- 
lar church. His refignation of Ardmagh foon after 
it was founded, if it was not ftrengthened as it is 
by other circumftances, is a plain proof of this. 
But whatever were his authority and jurifdidion, 
in his life we fee nothing biit zeal and piety, mor- 
tification, afliduity, and a thorough contempt of 
the world. From the great fuccefs which he had 
in propagating the gofpel, a great deal of his hif- 

D 2 tory . 
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LuGA^ tory is employed by the Monkifli writers^ with 
"• the miracles that he performed in almoft every 

- place. But whether thefe were owing to the care 

of God, or to the credulity of the age, I fhall 
leave the reader to judge. However, there was 
Slot a mian in the world perhaps of a better heart 
than pATRrck. He was engaged in a glorious 
undertaking, was blefled with wonderful fuccefa^ 
and we may fay^ that he was (tamped in the very 
mould of zeal. But what is more than this^ he 
lived up to his dodtrine ; and made is example 
in the higheft manner Cgnificant of the goodnefs 
of his religion. It is no wonder when the Qtrifti- 
an faith was taught by fuch a Prelate, £) fweet 
in his temper^ fo benevolent in his difpofition^ and 
(o upright in his praftife, that he (hpuld be fo 
fuccefsml as we find him in coavertins the Irifh 
nation. Upon the whole, it may be md of Pa- 
TRICK, that he had great zeal and learning, great 
devotion and virtue, and a ftrength and firmnefs 
of mind equal to any that we read of among the 
primitive Chriftians. 

It hath already been taken notice of, that though 
this Kftiop was probably confecrated at Rome, 
and is faid by all writers to have been fent into 
Ireland by Pope Celestine, yet there are no 
traces of any commiflion, no inftrudtions from 
his Holinefs, nor the pretence of any model of 
Church government to be met with. It is evident, 
however, that the Religion which he introduced 
into that ifland, and which was profeffed by all 
the ancient Bilhops, Priefts, and Monks, and their 
Difciples, as to the chief points of doftrine, was 
in fubftance the (ame with the religion eftablilhed 
at this day. Hence it follows that the reforma- 
tion of the Qiurch of Ireland, was fo far from 
being liable to the objedion of introducing no- 
velties, that it removed only thofe errors and 

changea 
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cb^nge^ which had cr^pt into it bonh in doc- Lu gap 
trine and worihip throygh ignorance and fu^ I I'* 
perftition. ' ^ ■' " ■ 

Th^ ufe of the Holy Scriptures, was fo fajr I 
frpm being forbidden to the Laity, that it wa$ \ 
recommended and enjoined as every Chriftian's 
duty. The place of purgatory, and prayers fojr 
thed^ad, were never heard of there 'till the twelfth 
century. They held image worlhip to be imr f 
pious and abominable- and, by a canon of S^ 
Patrick, no creature-^as to be fworn by t)ut ? 
the Creator only. Their infants were baptized 
without the confecrated Chrifm ; which is laid tp 
their charge by LiNFR A NK Archbifliop of Can- 
terbury, fo late as the eleventh century. Th^ 
celibacy of the Clergy was a doftrine fo unknown 
in the Church of Ireland, that Innocent the 
Third in the twelfth century, lent exprefs direc- 
tions to his Legate to abolilh the abufe prevailing i 
there, *^ of fons and grandfons fucceeding their fa- i 
thers and grandfathers in their ecclefiaftical bene- 
fices," 'Many inftances have been*brought by Arch- \ 
biOiop Usher, to prove that the Sacrament was - 
anciently adminiftered in both kinds to the people, 
and the cup not withheld from the laity ; nor was 
the Mafs anything more than the public fervice of 
the Church, even when prayers were only faid 
without the celebration of the Conamunion. As to 
the liturgy, there was no uniformity at all obfer- 
ved about it, but feveral forms pf public fervice 
were ufed in different parts of the kingdom ; till 
the Roman ufe was brought in at the requeft of all 
the Clergy in the beginning of the twelfth Cen^ 
tury. 

The ancient Chriftians in Ireland, as it appears ( 
from fome of their writings, knew of no other foun* 
dation of their Church than Christ 4 and they 
give to Patrick: and other Prelates, the titles 

P^ of 
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LuGAD^of "his Vicar, of the Highcft Pricft, and the 

JI' Higheft BiQiop ;•' titles which his Holinefs in later 

ages hath arrogated to himfelf as enlisns of his 

, monarchy. It was indeed till the twelfth jcentu- 

• ry, that the Pope of Rome pretended to any ju- 
rifdiAion temporal or' fpi ritual in this country. 
The Kings and people of Ireland prefervc4 the no- 

' mination of Archbilliops and Biifhops in their own 
hands j the clergy and laity of a dioccfe recom^ 
mending a Prelate on a vacancy to their King, and 
the King to the Monarch, who had a negative in 
the nomination. Nor doth it appear from any ap^ 
proved record, of antiquity, tlut either vifitations 
of the clergy were held in the name of ithe Pope^ 
or that any indulgences were fought by the Irirti 
. at his hands. They might probably have a great 
regard'to the piety and learning ot th^^ Bifhops pf 
Rome in thofe days ^ but there are no foQtfteps to 
' be found of any fubmifljon to that fee, or any opi- 
nion of its infallibility: nay, there iarc inftances 
af their preferring the judgment of other churches 
before it. Even Cardinal B a roni us himfelf ac- 
knowledges, *' that all the Bifhops of Ireland flood 
tip in defence of the three phapters condemned 
in the fifth general Council ; an4 when they per- 
fceived that the Church qf Rome ' received the 
condemnation of them,' they departed from her, 
and adhered to the refl of the Schifmaticjcs that 
were in Italy, Africk, or other Countries: ani- 

. inated with this Vain confidence, that they flood 
jfor the Catholick faith, while they defended thofe 
things that were concluded in the council of 
Chalcedon." ■'■■-" * - " 

It was necefTary to give the reader this abflra6t 
of the religion of the ancient Irifh; which, under 
that title, he may find treated of in a. book by 
Archbifhop Usher, if he defires to fee it nnrare at 
large j and in which the authorities that he goes 

upon 
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^lpon are particularly cited. This (ketch howeverLucAtt 
is enough to convince us, that the reforjoiatjon '^' 
made no other change in the church of Irdanc^ ' 
than to bring it back, again to its ancient ftate^ 
before the court of Rome had ufurped an authority 
over it, and corrupted it with innovations as con- 
trary to Scripture as to common fenfe. In fhort it 
will remove one of the main pillars on which they 
reft their arguments againft Proteftants ^ that we 
had no other church before Luther but the 
church of Rome. ¥ot from hence it hath appeared^;- 
that, during the firft feven hundred years after 
the introdudion of Chriftianity, the Irifh were fo 
. far from owning the authority of the Church of 
Ro^ne, that they had their own liturgy diftindt \ 
from the Roman fer vice, their own Ecclefiaftical ^ v 
jites and cuftoms, their own thetropolitical power 
without a pall, even greater than it was after it j and 
in (hort, that they had no cotnmunication diredly 
or indiredtly with the fee of Rome, . any otherwife 
than they might have with any chriftia'n Bifhops. . 

In this condition ftood the affairs of the Irifl) 
Church at the death of Patj|ick : and of the 
State we find nothing more recorded in this reign, 
than what hath been airc^ady mentioned -, except 
that at the latter end of it a defcent wa^ made on 
fome parts of Scotland, and Albany, Argyle, and 
the Hebrides conquered. The reader Aay remem- * « 
ber a eolony planted in North Britain, called the -' * 
Dalriadas, as well as one of that name in Ireland, 
from Achy RiAj)A, theif founder. That colony 
grew up gradually in numbers and power, as this 
did*alfo in Ireland, under his pofterity, who go- 
verned both the Dalriadas with equal fuccefs. 
The Pifts at laft, however, grew jealous of thi« 
rifing family in North Britain, as the people of 
Ulfter and the Momonians had been before ; and 
making war upon their new gueil, drove them 

baclj, 
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hVGAp back ^p into Ireland wijtb fome ^nimoGty. 
I^- *rhefe fort af injuries are feldcw wrote by the fui^ 
t . .-ferers in fand^ and a body of people feeing afFrontr 
ed, the nation which they belong to fliare in the 
difgrace. Th^ King? ot Jreland therefore, who 
pevcT wanted fiercenefs npr refentpcient, being de- 
termined to revenge tliis violent .expulfton of the 
JSritiflb I)alri;adas, ^(lifted the (ons of Eirk with a 
formidable army ; . not only to regain their pl4 
poffeffions, but alfo , to extend their coi\quefts ancj 
dominion in North Britajn. With this army,^ the 
defcent and fiiccefs aboye-coentioned were made 
and obtained in the laft years of the reign pf Lu- 
OAD. Thefe fons of Eirk were ktiQwn by th« 
names of the two Anou^'s, the jwo Fiergujs'is, 
and the two]LoRN^ ; and they were of great re^ 
putation and intereft in their country, not only oij 
account of their illuftriou^ lit?eage^ but alfo for 
ihejr own perfonal qualifications. 
A. D. Whether Lug ad had not been .educated in the 
'508. Ghriftian faith, or whether he had not embraced 
it, or had revolted from it, it is imppnible for us 
to determine. One 0/ tTiefe, however, probably 
.was t^e cafe ; becaufe his death is faid to be fronj 
^ thunderbolt, as ^ punifhment from Heaven for 
oppofing St. )pAyRic)^'s preaching. If this is tp 
be credited, that he mej with his death in a ftorrn 
«pf Ughfning, it nmuft be pbferved that he lived fif^ 
jteen years after the Saint, and that this gcpd man 
Syas difabled froai any fiich excercife of his mi- 
hiiiry for thirty years before hijs death : and therer 
fore if this anecdote of die King's death \yexe true, 
the punifhment of Heaven for bis infidelity wa§ 
long delayjed j too long delayed indeed to deferve 
that title. If the Monarch had not jembraced, or 
had revqlted from Chriftianity, ^nd fell abroad 
rby a ftroke of lightning ufually eileemed a thun- 
derbolt, It isCtao wonder that the Jfupcrftitious 

'■■' " wri- 
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writsrs of tbat age (houljcl interpret it aS an invLuG a]^ 
mediate iudgijnerit frpm above. Jte thofe times of H. 

j^gnQr^nce, and well it would hp if it might be laid "^^ ^ 

in thofe times alone* the ecclefiaftical writers were 
as familiar with the decrees and judgments of 
Heaven, as though they had been flierafelves of 
the council ; and their notions of the Deity were 
iuqre fuitable to ^little n/arrow minded man, than 
Ho the great ?nd benevolent father of the univerfe. 
But in whftt way foever I^vgad came by his death^ 
an injerregnum fucceeded it for five years. It i^ 
ftrange that we fliould find no other accpupt 
.of ah jnfident fo ren^ark^ble and extraordinary • 
not the leaft >yord dropped by any hiftoriaiji 
from which we m?iy conjedure how this (bould 
come to pafs. Whether by ^ny particular acci- 
dent no Royaarpqa had been chpfen in a reiga 
.of five an^ twenty ye^ars, which is highly imprp^ 
fcable J or whether be {died at the fame time .with 
the Monarch, and the various cpn^efts for the 
throne were not determined in left than five years^ 
it is not f^id ; npr is it poflible for us to guefs. 

A,t the ^end of that period, the Jfa^iiily gf theMuRK- 
fons of Emp: had ^<c.quirc<J fc much jenpjvn ju'ert. 
jthe progrefe of their arms agf^ii^ft tjie Pidts that A. D. 
M.uRKEjiTAOj^ of the line of Nialjl the great, 5^3- 

the grandson of hoKyi the eldeft pf thofe fons, wfis 

eleded Monarch of ^relfind, Isfotwithftanding hiisi 
illuftripus ijefccnt and his pwn pei/poAl writ, 
nothing more remains of him in ,a r^ijjn of qne 
and twenty years, though Jsaore op doufet muft 
have been recorded, than that he ijftet with great 
oppofitipn and difturbances jn his government, 
fought five battles, in one year, and at laft 4*^4 
a natural death. This is the account we have in 
Kjeatjng ; but my manufcript relate^s, that hi? 
enemies having fet a houfe on fire in which he 
was entertained, when he was alflbft burnt tp 

death, 
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Murk- death they tcx)k him out, and cruelly throwing 
*RT. him in that condition into the water he wasdrown- 
-"■ — - cd. But contrary to both thefe accounts we read 
in Ware, that fome fay he died with drink, and 
others that he was drowned in a hoglhead of 
wine. His grandfather Ijork had better fuccels 
in attempting the Scottilh fovereignty ; for by the 
conquefts which he and his brothers made a little 
before, he acquired the title and authority of 
King of Albany, or Dalriada. Here they begaa 
to cre£t a monarchical government, upon the plan 
of that of Ireland their parent country. But this 
not being compleated in the time of Lorn, and his 
brother Fergus fucceeding him, from whom are 
lineally defcended the prefcnt Royal Family, he is 
generally diftinguilhed by hiftorians as the firft 
King of Scotland. The reft of the annals of this 
reign that we have remaining, treat of nothing 
but the birth and death of Iri(h Saints ; the ftories 
of which, if they were not legendary— as they 
are--:deferve not to be related in fuch a work as 
this. The reader may lament with me, but he 
cannot blame me, that there are no other nor bet- 
ter materials for hiftory at this period To the 
poverty of the writers, to the bad tafte of the 
times, or to the rage of conqueft, perhaps a little 
to all of them, but to none fo much as the laft, 
this great deficiency muift be attributed. 
TuAT TuATHAL Maolgarb, the great grandfon of 
jj ;^ -Q'tbeheiro NiALL, fucceeded to the Monarchy on 
533* ^^^ death of his predeceflbr. His reign was ele- 
ven years, and yet. nothing worthy of notice is 
handed down concerning it. Indeed Keating 
hath told us very gravely, that his furname was 
given him, becaufe as foon as he was born his 
mother ftruck his head againft a ftone, as a fort 
of charm upon which his future fortune was to 
depend; and the' blow having oc'cafioned a flatnefs 
* ■ upoa 
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upon his head, he acquired the name of Maolgarb.TuAXH. 
Whether the ignorance of the mother who did "• . 
this, or of the man who gravely related it for * 

hiftory, is the mod furprifing, I (hall leave to the 
reader's determination. But the credulity of this 
writer had fcarce any bounds : he tells us alfo of 
a difciple of 3t. Patrick who died in this reign 
at the age of three hundred years ; and of a ftur- 
dy cripple at the fair of Taltean, who had his 
head ftruck off from his fhoulders in the fight of 
a great number of people, by the vengeance of 
Heaven, as a puniftiment for fwearing falfely by 
the hand of one of their Saints. One would be 
apt to fufpedl the truth of this miracle, if for no 
other realpn, yet for this j that it hath had no effedt 
on the common people of that country, who from 
thit day to this continue the praftife of fwearing 
ifalfely beyond all other people that we know. A 
dry narration of the birth and death of fome more 
Saints, and of a kyr battles fought, without the 
leaft particular concerning them, jfiU up the re- 
mainder of the hiftory of the diays of Tua- 

THAL. 

The days of this Monarch it feems were finifh-DER- 
cd at the requeft and inftigation of his Roydamna,^^^- 
though he was himfelf a great grandfon by another ^' ^* 
father of Ni ALL the great. Diarmuid, or Der- 544- 
MOD, the new Monarch, was, like many of his 
predeceflbrs, impatient to mount the throne : and 
•to the fears and jealoufies of the Monarchs on one 
lide, and to the ambition and thirft of honour in 
the Roydamnas, on the other, fo many cruel mur- 
ders, and fuch flaughter of the Kings of Ireland in 
battle, muft undoubtedly be attributed. Not- 
withftanding a d^readful Plague overfpread the 
kingdom in this reign, which made terrible ha- 
vock,. yet the rage of ambition remained ftill un- 
cured j and battle fucceeded battle with hellifh 

fiercer 
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Dfr- fiercenefs find a deluge of blood. One of the(c 
MOP. i^gs fought againft the reigning Monarchy in which 

•■* '. — be w^s defeated with a terrible daughter of hi^ 

troops, and obliged to fly to five his life Thcr^ 
is nothing marvellous or uncommon in this at all i 
but according to the.fuperftition of that time, ^ 
Saint muft ncceflarily have the power of Heaven 
at his command : an^ this great defeat is attri- 
buted to the prayers of ^ Monk againft him^ 
whom the Monarch had offended by putting tp 
death one of his fcholars. The name of this Saint 
was CoLUMB.E CiLL, a,nd next to JP.at&icic he 
made the moft induftrious figure. 

It might redound perhaps to the honour of mon- 
kery to give him fo much intereft: in Heaven as tp 
direct the battle in what y^ay he pleafed : but the ig- 
norance of the writer wajs equal to his fuperftition ; 
not perceiving, that at the fame tinie be did a great 
dilhonour to Chriftianity, in reprefenting a Saint 
to execrate his enemies, aqd ^tp execrate them 
with fucccfe. But many inftances of this ilbrt oc- 
cur in this age, in which an honour is done to 
monkery at the expence of truth and of religioij. 
Soon after Dermod met with this defeat, the 
Monk, which perhaps might give rife to this re- 
port, removed into North-Britain, founded a Mo- 
naftery at Huy, ftnce called lona, and made a 
great figure afterwards in that country. The (amie 
^s fortune attended the Monarch in another bat- 
tle, when the piety of the Monk was not employed 
19 his xjefeat ; and here the flaughter was almoft 
incredible, there being fcarcc a man of his army 
that remained alive. 

It is proper, however, to inform the reader, 
that the manufcript in my pofleflion gives a differ- 
ent account from this above ; but agreeable enough 
to another which Keating himfelf gives of this 
fad in another place ^ and which though it may 

not 
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not be truer iS feme what fnofe fatisfadory. It tcIlsDER- 
us that CoLUMBE having borrowed a book of Fi- mod. 

NAN, another Monk of great naime, and which 

was written by him, i[]!oLUMBE copied it; which 
asfoonFiNAN heard, he demanded both the co- 
py and the original. COLtiMBE not being wil- 
ling to yieM up what had coft hitii a great deal of 
labour, the difpute was referred to DERMOb ; who 
decided it in favour of Fin an with this coarfe and 
tmcourtty fimile, that every copy belonged to the 
original as every calf belonged to its dam. Co- 
tUMBE was offended with the Monarch for this 
fentence J ' and foon after his refentment broke 
out into a flame, on the Monarch*s forcibly ta- 
king away a Prince of Connaught, who had fled to 
GoLUMBE for proteiftion, for killing a companion, 
by chance niedley, and on his aJufing the Prince 
to be put to death. Jff the Monk was wrong in 
the firft inftance, he wai^ undoubtedly right in the 
fecond ; and exciting the King of Connaught and 
fome Chiefs of his own family to chaftife the Mo- 
narch for his cruelty, the battle was fought with 
the fuccefe mentioned above, as an efFeft of Co- 
LUMBt's prayers. The reader has nov/ the two 
accounts, and he may take which he pleafes. Not; 
long after the fecond batttle, Dermo£) himfelf fell 
by the fword, after a reign of one ^nd twenty 
years j ftot very glorious nor very happy. 

On the dfcath of this Monarch, Fergvs andp^Roug 
Donald, the two fons of MoRtouOS of the Ni-II. and 
alfian family, fwayed the (ceptre jointly for one Don At* 
year. In this Ihort time they fought with the A. D. 
King and province of Munfter, whom they de- 5^5 •» 
feated with the ibfs of many of their Nobility, and 
the greatert part of their army. Whether the two 
Monarchs were naortally wounded in this engage- 
ment — which is not improbable — or whethet* they 
fell by a natural death iis uncertain ; we are only 

tol<f 
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Fergus told that they both died foon after. Neither is 
II. and there any other account of the three next fuc- 
DoNAL. ^gjjjQj^g^ but that the fon and brother of one of 
them reigned jointly for two years, and were 
flain ; that the fame fate attended the next Mo- 
narch of the fame family in three years ; and that 
his fucceflbr held the crown but one year before 
he was treacheroufly flain alfo. How it happened 
that there were twice two Mpnarchs on the throne 
together, and how the reign of fo many of them, 
all of the Niallian lineage, was violently deter- 
mined in fo fhort a fpace, we meet with nothing 
to inform us. Tihcfe things therefore muft remain 
now for ever in obfcurity, and we muft content 
ourfelves with the accounts we have. 
Hugh I. On the death of the laft Monarch, Aidh or 
A. D. Hugh, of the pofterity of the hero Niall, ob- 
572. tained the crown. In a reign of twenty feven 
years which he enjoyed it, we may naturally look 
for fomething, befides the founding of monafteries 
and colleges— which the public diffenfions gave no 
interruption to— and the birth and death of Bi- 
fliops and Saints ; and in this expedtation we fhall 
not t)e difappointed. For though this reign was 
fprinkled as ufual with bloody battles, yet the life 
of the Monarch being fpared, notwithftanding 
fome defeats, there was time enough for thefe 
contefts, and in the intervals for cultivating the in- 
terefts of government and the arts of peace. Ac- 
cordingly we are told, that religion and learning 
flour ifhed in the monafteries and fchools ; and the 
poets being encreafed to a prodigious number, 
and becoming a grievance to the people from the 
» charge they were at to fupport them, Hugh was 
determined to put them under another regulation, 
or elfe to expel them all out of the kingdom. 
Indeed if the account is to be credited, that be- 
caufe of the eafe and idlenefs enjoyed in this pro- 

feffion 
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feflion — for there a profeffion it was— and of the 
great immunities and advantages annexed to it by 
the ancient laws of the land, a third part of the 
men of Ireland paflepl at this time under the name 
of poets, and claimed the privileges of that cha- 
racter, the refolution of the Monarch feems wife 
and neceflary, 

^ An idle tale is mixed with this important anec- 
dote by the hiftorians, and difgraces it not a little ; 
that the King's relentment againft this •body was 
principally whetted by their inlblence, in demand- . 
ing the gold buckle and pin which fattened the 
Royal robe upon his breaft, and was delivered 
down with the crown from one Monarch to ano- 
ther with a religious punftuality, as an eflential 
ornament. The abfurdity of this demand by fuch 
a number of men is too glaring to admit of any 
degree of credit ; and mufl have been introduced 
into the hiflory by one of that order, to make the 
Monarch's oppofition to them appear perfonal and 
ridiculous. But this we know was not the firft 
time that the Poets felt the refentment of the 
Kings and people of Ireland. They were thrice 
before become fo obnoxious from their numbers^ 
and fo burdenfome from their fupport, that, had not 
the Kings of Ulfter each time interpofed, received 
them into their province, and in a n^anner beea 
fureties for their good behaviour, the Poets would 
long fince have been banilhed out of the ifland. 

Befides the regulation of this order of men, the 
Monarch had other affairs of. importance at this 
time upon his hands which required redrefs. 

The tribe of the D^lriadas in Scotland, befides 
an obligation to affill their mother country with 
their forces by fea and land, were alfo to pay an 
Erick, which fignified Ranfom or Kindred-money, 
by way of homage to the crown of Ireland. But 
this tribute, fmce they had eredted . Scotland into 
. . * a moa- 
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^uGHl.a monarchy, was paid for fortie time with great 
- reludlante, and how was abfolutely' refufed* This 

was an indignity in \h6 eyes of a King of the Niall 
race that was not to be botn^; and Hugh deter- 
mined to put an end to it. Another bufineft, of 
no fmall importance to a careful Monarch, it was 
alfo neceflary now to adjuft. ScanlaK, the Chief 
of thft Country of Oflbr y, had not only neglefted 
to tranfinit into the lExchequtr the revenue arifing 
from that territory, but had alfo a]ppropriated the 
money to his own Ufe, for which he was put in 
priibn ; and his fon being a man of abilities, and 
willing to give fecurity for the payment of the 
taxes laid upon his country, the King- was inclined 
to give him the government of it in his father*s room. 
Whether the Monarch had not the power to make 
this change himfelf, without a confultation with the 
States of the kingdom, or whether having the other 
affairs to propofe for their deliberation, he voluntari- 
ly waved his own authority, and threw this into their 
hands alfo, in order to become popular, it is im- 
poflible for us to fay : the fequel Would incline one 
to believe the latter. 

In the frequent contefts for the crown, and the 
tumults occafioned by fuch a quick fucceflion as we 
havejufi paffed through beforeHo o h's advancement, 
it is irtpoffible but many diforders muft have crept 
into the government alrid weakened the conftitution. 
As foon therefore as he was fettled fitmly upon the 
thfofie, he iflued i itiandate to the princes, the 
nobility, the clergy, and thi principal gentry in 
the kingdom, to meet in parliament at Drom- 
Ce'at Hov«^ Tara came to be difafed upon this oc- 
cafion \^e ^re not told j and yet particulars of left 
rtioment are related; fuch ^s the names of the 
great men, and their titles, who met in this 
affembly by the Kings' cbmmanrf. A perfon, 
however, or the greateft figure there, next tfce 

King 
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King hirpfQlf^ was certainly not fummoned ;.andHuGHl. 

that was Colum Cill or Columbe, from North ;— 

Britain. The chief occaGons of calling this par- 
liament httving been traafmitted to the Monk^ 
he was determined to attend it ; and to throw iji 
idl his weight and influence in favour of thofe 
whom the King intended to proceed againft. It 
U poffiblc that hei might have a tindlure of poetry 
in his compofiticHi^ which might incline him to in- 
terpofe in behaif of the profeflbrs of that art ; and 
he might have had a private friendfhip for Scan- 
t AN, or might be related to him, and from thence 
tnight be interefted on his fide. But whether this 
were fo or not, it is eafy enough to account for 
his intervention, extraordins^ry as it was, between 
the Monarch of Ireland and the Dalriadas of North 
Britain; 

The temper of CoLum Cill, as much a Saint 
as they have macje him in the Irifh hiftory, was 
turbulent and revengeful, as will appear more 
plainly than it hath done already : He was now be- 
come an inhabitant of Albania, had erefted a mona- 
ftery at lona, of which he was himfelf the Abbot^ 
and had extraordinary influence in the councils and 
the public affairs of that kingdom. The reader 
will eafily give me credit for this aflertion, whea 
he is told that Colum Cill brought with him in 
his retinue to this parliamentj no lefs than twenty 
Bifhops, forty Prieftsj fifty more in religious or- 
ders of one fort or other, and thirty ftudents in 
divinity not yet .admitted. 

It muft be owned indeed, it feems incredible^ 
that Bifliops Ihould appear in the train .of a Monk, 
who was himfelf onLy a Prieft : but our venerable 
Bede has cleared up that matter by letting us kno w^ 
** that the ifland of lona had always an Abbot for 
its governor, who was a Priefl: ; ] to whom not only 
the whole province^ but alfo the Bilhops, by an 

Vol, II, E * unufual 
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Hugh I.unufual order, owed fubmiffion ; after the cx- 
■ ample of the founds and firft teacher, who. was 

not a Bilhop btit a Prieft and a Monk." ^ It 
might be added, fays Comer ford, that the Monks 
wlw had vowed obedience to the Abbot of lona, 
though advanced to the epifcopal dignity, believed 
their former vow to be indifpenfably obliging.*' 
This paflage will undoubtedly folvef the difficulty 
of accounting for Colum Gill's being at the 
head of fuch a body of men at this convention : 
but may it not alfo throw fome light on th6 autho- 
rity, which S. Patrick alfumedin Ireland as Me-' 
tropolitan, without any commiflion or appointment 
from the Monarch, or the Pope, for fuch an au- 
thority ? I think ij may. — But to turn again to the 
ftory. 

It is faid in fbme old manufcripts, that the Abbot 
wad fent into Scotland by way of penance, for 
having emlbroiled the kingdom in great contention 
and three bloody battles in order to gratify his re- 
venge : And as the terms of the penance were, 
that he fhould never fee Ireland more^ that there-" 
fore he wore a bandage over his eyes before he 
landed on this expedition, and during the whole 
time of his flay in the ifland. But this has too 
much the air or a Legend to be credited. Be it 
however ai^ it might •, when Colum Cill and his 
attendants drew near to Dromceat, intelligence 
was brought to the King of Ireland of their ar- 
rival The Abbot's charafter being well known 
and remembered at the court, an impreffion foon 
took place to his di fad vantage, and no wonder. 

The appearance of an Abbot of a fierce and 
fiery difpofitionj with fuch a train from Scodand, 
which it was one of the chief intentions of calling 
the Parliament to humble, had no promifmgaf- 
pedt. He was not fummoned ; and ftridtly fpeak- 
ing, he had no right to a feat in diis aflembly^ 

" having 
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Having removed ftorri Ireland many years. TheHucii I. 
Qjieen therefore; it iis fitid, was greatly alarmed at 
the arrival of fuch a troop of EcclefiSfticks from 
North Britain ; and having no gredt veneration 
for their fpiritual charaftejr or religion (he perfuad- 
pi one of her ions^ as little affected to them as 
herfelf, to treat the Abbot and his retinue with 
fcontempt ; or in other Janguage^ to give them a 
J)ublic affront Thie Prince^ in xonfequence of 
this advice, fecured a mob ; and when Colum 
CiLL and hia company had Entered the aflembly, 
and were received with fmgular refpedtj— but my 
thanufcript fays, as they were dravving near it, 
which is moft probable— they were pelted by the 
mob with turf and dirt in an outragious ipanner: 

An indignity like this^ the reader muft imagine, 
was not to pafs without revenge from the Abbot,; 
and when the ftdry was in the hands of a Monkifli 
writer, it will be no furpri^e. to hear that the Saint 
had Heaven at his command, though ^t the ex- 
Jpence pf his Saintfliip, to do the Devil's work • 
at leaft to qurfe.the Prince by the bell, >vhich im- 
iiiediately procured his madnefs^ and to bring long 
and languifliing pains upon the Queen, and even 
jpn the maid who carried Her meflage to the prince 
her fon: Among fuch writers in thofe ages, this 
kind of miracles is lb freqilent, that one meets 
with them in almoft every page v and it is not 
jpeculiar tojliis hiftory. Superftition and igno- 
rance were in every place the fharaiterifticks of 
the times : they thought it neceflary to give their 
Saints all th^ power of Heaven^ though that pow- 
er wasexercifed very often^ by their own account, 
to moft unrighteous purpofes, 

The Monarch had another fon, whofe name was 
Donald, of a different difpofition from his bro- 
ther, who paid great refpcd to the Abbot and his 

JS, 2, com' 
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HuHG I. companions ; and therefore he was as much en- 
■ titled to Colum's blefSng as the other fon had 
been to his curfes ; and the fuccefs of both in the 
court of Heayen, we are told, was equal. Thcfe 
mutual civilities having pailfed between them, the 
Abbot was introduced into the king's apartment ; 
who is reprefented to (land in fome awe of the 
Saint, on account of the miracles which he dealt 
about fo liberally on the perfons of thofe who 
chanced to offend him. But the fequel of the 
ftory does not confirm this fadt. Colum opened 
the negotiation with which he had charged himfelf 
at this aflembly in a private audience ; and having 
informed the Monarch that he had three requefts to 
make him, his firft interceflion was for the Poets. In 
anfwer to this the King aflured him, his intention of 
banilhing thofe people did not arife from hii diflike 
of their profeffion, but from the grievance, which by 
their numbers,their maihtenance,and'their hindrance 
of trade and induftry, they occafioned to his people. 
The privileges annexed of old to this order of 
men, Whofc patrimonies as well as perfons were 
inviolable in all commotions, no taxes nor fervices 
being required of them, and their houfes being as 
fo many fanftuaries not to be violated without im- 
piety, had encouraged fuch an incredible number 
to enter themfelves into this fociety, that the pro- 
feffion itfclf was become obnoxious to the State ^ 
and the -Monarch (aw no remedy but by totally 
fuppreffing it. The Abbot being convinced, by 
the ' King's reprefentation, of the neceflity of a 
regulation, and yet being averfe to the utter ex- 
tinction of the order propofed to the Monarch to 
reftrain the number, and degrade the reft. The 
King approved the propofal, and it was carried into 
a law ; which fubfifted as long as the Irifh retained 
their government. The King of Ireland, every 
provincial Sovereign, and the Lord of every terri- 
tory. 
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tory, were each to retain a Poet, in order to re-HucB-I, 
cord the exploits and preferve the genealogies -of. — : — r-. 
their families : a falary wasto be fettled upon them, 
fiifficient to afibrd an honoi^able maintenance ; 
and they were to inftruft the youdi of their Several 
diftrids in hiftory, poetry ^nd antiquities. An 
Arch-poet or Prcfident was fet over the whole body, 
yrho was to examine the abilities and qqalifications 
of the feveral candidates on^ a vacancy, and to no- 
minate thofe wbcttn he thought beft defer ved it 
The revenues aflSgned for their fupport, were, ex- 
empted as before, from tax and plunder, their 
pcrfons were alfo -privileged, and befides their 
ftated falaries they were to be paid for every poem 
by their patron according to its merit 

This important affair relating to the poetical or* 
der being thus adjufted to their mutual (atisfaftion, 
the Abbot proceeded to his next requeft ; which 
♦was, that die King of Oflbry might be rfsleafed 
frcan his imprifonment and reftored to his govern-^ 
ment of that territory. But as much as Hugh is 
faid to Hand in awe of the Saint, he gave a flat de- 
nial to this requeft ; and doubtlefs thought it not 
a little impertinent in the Monk to make it. The 
hiftorians however have contented themfelves with 
releafmg Scanlan by the Saints intereft in Hea- 
ven, without infliding a punifhment on the King 
for his difobedience. An Angel appeared in the 
prifon, bid Scanlan ftand up, leave his fetters 
behind, and follow him. The Saint advifed him to 
return home, and refume his government ; and to 
fecure him againft any further attempts of Hugh, 
which he was afraid of, Colum lent him his epis- 
copal ftafF— who by the way was no BiJhop — 
which >Vould be alone a defence againft all tempo- 
ral power. The hiftory goes further, and relates 
mutual civilities between the Saint and Scanlan, 
which I prefume the reader will not eJcpedt that I 

E 3 Ihould 
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Hugh I.fliould repeat : it will rather want an excufe, I 
" ' ...... „. doubt, that I have dipped in this legendary tale fo 

4eep alfjEiady. But even thefe tales fometime^ 
are not without their ufe. They not only difcover 
the genius and the principle's of the times, but 
they fhew us alfo to what amazing lengths of ere?: 
dulity and delufion, enthudafm is able to carry 
thofe whom it hath poilefled, even againft thie 
teftinwny of their o\yn fenfe and reafon. 

Another part of the Abbot's negotiation, and 
perhaps the only one that was not impertinent, is 
ftill behind, the trubute to be paid to the crown of 
Ireland by the Dalriadas of North Britain; of 
whom GoLUM CiLL was the fpiritual father. His 
interpofition therefore in this cafe was not unnatu- 
ral, and will adnait of fome excufc. But though 
he pleaded the caufe of his friends and diiciples 
with great warmth, yet he had not that fuccefs 
which might be exjpedled from a King who is faid 
to have ftood in awe of him. The Abbot reprer 
fented the long difufe of the tribute, the indul- 
gence which had been (hewn that colony by for- 
mer Monarchs, the unnatural hoftility of waging 
war upon their own defcendants, J^nd the readi- 
nefs of the Scots toaflift their mother country ftill 
' with all their forces againft^ an enemy. But thi« 
remonft ranee had no effeft. . Hugh was deter- 
mined to pufh the demand of this tribute in the 
aflembly with'all his influence ; and he was not 
to be moved from his purpbfe by apy thing the 
Monk could offer. The reader however may 
be aflured, that his bigotted hiftorians would 
not permit the Monk to.be baffled ; and therefore 
they tell us, that finding all his arguments and en- 
treaties vain, he left the Monarch, with thi3 
threat, that the Scottilh colony was under the 
immediate care of Heaven, and that they werq 
ible and determined to. put an end to the tyranny' 

and 
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and oppreffion of the ,crown of Ireland ; and Pro- Hugh I, 
yidcnce did accordingly deliver them from it. ^ 

Thus ended the negotiation of Colum Cil?^ 
with the Monarch Hugh : but the aflembly at 
Dromceat continued fitting, it is faid, without any 
prorogation for the fpace of thirteen months ; m 
which the law relating to the Poets, and many o- 
thers of great utility to the ftate, were devifed and 
fettled. Before we take a final leave of this exr 
traordinary Monlf, in order to (hew the reader 
the ftate of religious knowledge at that tiipe in 
Ireland, it may be proper to let him know, that 
every family of the nobility and gentry thrbughr 
out the kingdom which had renounced P^ganiftn^ 
had a Angular veneration for fome particular Saint, 
whofe proteftion they implored^ and whofe nanie 
they invoked upon all occafions ; ^s the Heatheni^ 
did their houihold Gods. In fhorr, there was not 
a country or territory in th^ whole ifland which 
had not their particular Saint, whom they cho{e 
as the guardian of their lives and fortunes ; and 
chefe Saints are all recorded with the provinces 
and families they bad the charge of. But thefe 
were all allowed to be of an interior order yhen 
compared with Patrick, who poflefled the 
firft place in the Irilh calendar, which he ftill re- 
tains, as the guardian Angel of the whole ifland. 
Colum Cin, was efteemed the tutelary Saint of 
the illuftrious tribe of O'Neill •, and to his in-r 
f ereft above, the fuccefe of their battles, in which 
they were invincible, was attributed. 

The Boromean tribute from the province of 
Leinfter, continued ftill to be demanded, and ftill 
refufed ; and it was noj: therefore without the lofs 
of many liyes, valuable to their country, and 
much more valuable to their families, that this ta:s( 
lyas paid by one fide or levied by the other. Such, 



1 
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Hugh Land fo calamitous, are the fatal efFeds of ambition 

< - and pride in the breafts of Princes ! If the 

monarchs of Ireland were too proud to relinquilh 
a claim eftabliftied by their predeceflbrs, and con-* 
firmed by the legiflature, though evidently a 
wicked t)ne, the Kings of Leinfter, grieved by 
fuch an iniquitous exadtion which they had no 
fnare in provoking, were too high fpirited to 
fubrait to it without compulfion ; and thus the 
poor innocent people were facrificed to the pride 
of both. The tribute being denied as ufual ia. 
thisreign, HiiOH fent one of his fons with an army 
to colled it : but this army being defeated and the 
fon flain, the refentment of the Monarch was much 
enflanied, CoUeding therefore a great body of 
forces from the other provinces, he marched in 
per (on 2^t the head of them into Leinfter ; but his 
camp being furprized by the enemy, a great 
fiaughter was made in the royal army, and the 
Monarch himfelf did not efcape. 

[Hugh Hugh the fecond, furnamed Slaine, another 
i 11. defcendent of the hero Ni a L i-, and Col m a n King 
and of Meath, of the fame family, fhared the monarchy 

^^^■^ between them ; or, to fpeak with more propriety, 

j^ jj ruled the kingdom jointly for fix years. It is 

Jgg/ natural to expert fome account of an event fo extra-? 

ordinary and important ; but nothing is to be met 

with ; and we are only tolcj that they fell by the 

Hugh fword. Hugh the third, the Ion of Donald, of 
III. the fame lineage, afcended the throne ; and all 

y , that we hear of him or of his reign, which lafted feven 

years, is, that he was troubled with fits, that he 
met with frequent difturbances, and was killed 
in battle. Though the three next reigns make a 
period of thirty years, yet there is no other hifto^ 
rical fadt recorded, than the names of the battles 
fought, the deaths of their Princes, and the miracles 
pnd deaths of their moft famous Saints. It is fai4 



Book VH, OF I R E L A N D. 57 

indeed, in my manufcript, that a fynod was heldDoN* 
during the laft of thefe rdgns. — Donald the fonALD* 
of Hugh the firft being Monarch — in the South ^'* 
parts of Ireland, about the time of the celebration ^ 
of Eafter : but the members of the fynod not ar 
greeing in opinion on this fubjeft, that they diC- 
patched the Abbot of Leighlin to Rome, in order 
to have their difficulties folved by the Apoftolic' 
See ; and that when the Abbot returned from thence^ 
another fynod was held at his convent, where the 
' (ame debates arifing, notwithftanding the Pope's de« 
cifion, the aflembly broke up without being able to 
come to any agreement Hitherto then it is plain, 
that the church of Ireland knew nothing of that in-1 
fallibility in the See of Rome, which hath fince been ; 
founded fo very high -, and that no other fubmifl 1 
6on was paid to its authority, than as it agree4 
with the opinions of the Irifli Eccleiiafticks, It . 
appears too that thefe opinions in the general were 
not very conformable to the Roman model ; aiid 
every Church indeed at that time &t undifturbed 
in the enjoyment of its own obfcrvances : the fupre- . 
macy of the See of Rome was not then, it is very 
certain, pretended to on the one fide, nor fubmit-* 
ted to and acknowledged on the other. * 

How much fc)ever the want of hiftorical fadts is 
to be lamented in this age, yet, if it wa^ poflible 
to recover all the hiftory that was wrote of it in 
Ireland, the whole would amount to little more 
than a mere narrative of the fucceflion and gene* 
alogies of their Kings and Saints ; the battles of 
the former, and the miracles of the latter, 
the churches, monafteries, and fchobis that were 
credled ; the revenues appropriated ; and the pro- 
digious numbers ^which flocked from all parts of 
Qiriftendom that were educated in them. In 
(hort, fo bad a tafte for writing prevailed at that 
tme univerfally, xhrough the general ignorance 



58 T H E H I S T O R y Vol. tt 

PoN- and fuperftition which mankind were held in, that 
ALO II. the hiftorians, who were always Monks, or men 
in orders, fcattered other topicks over their wri- 
tings with a very fparing hand. 

We are told indeed, by a modern writer, ** that 
whilft the contefts of the Hy-Niall Princes were 
every day difturbing the nation by their wars, or 
warlike preparations, yet each of them endeavoured 
to lupport his pretentions by popular virtues, and by 
giving the utmoft fecurity to religion and let- 
ters, in the endowment of colleges, the encourage- 
ment of knowledge, and in the eftabliftiment of the 
profoundeft peace to the fciences amidft all the 
tumults of war. Thus, fays he, have our Mo- 
narchs eftabliihed a reputation which no *other 
Princes in Europe ever yet obtained : Europe re- 
cognized it ; and (o fenfible of their merit was 
Charles the Great, Emperor of the Weft, that 
he honoured them in a particular nmnner with his 
alliance and friendihip ; a memorial of which is pre- 
ferved to this day in the paintings of the royal palace 
at Verfaillcs [i]." It is to be prefumed, that the 
fadts in this paflage are undeniable, though the co- 
louring muft be allowed to be greatly heightened : 
and ifthey (hew us that learning was at a very low 
ebb in Europe at that time, they (hew us alfo that 
Ireland had the moft honourable (hare of it of 
any nation ; which fent its tutors and teachers 
to every other part. We in England particularly 

- owe the greateft part of our converfion, notwith- 
'^ ilanding the miffion of Austin, to the labours 
\ and piety of the Monks which fwarmed hither 

- from the Irifh feminaries : and if we had any gra<- 
titude or candour, this alone is a confideratiOQ 

: which fliould reftrain us from the contempt, that 
/ we in general entertain for the natives of that 
^ ;lland. But to return. 

[*] Difftrtau Iijtrod. p, iB, $, 30. 
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On the death of Donald in a natural way,CoNALL 
.which was then a little extraorcjinjiry, Conall ^nd 
fUid Kejllach, two brothers, and the grandfons*^*^' 
pf Hugh the firft, adnainiftered the government ^V^^ 
jointly for twelve year$. If we pafs by the deaths g' * 
pf fome of their frinces an/d Saints, and the names 
pf ibiiic battles fought, there is nothing related 
In this reign, but a ftrange tale of one Ragalach, 
a KiuK of Conaught, who fet afide his nephew 
firom the fucce^n and got him murdered ; who 
ordered his own infant daughter to be given to su 
(wincherd to be deftroyed, that he might prevenj: 
the efieds of a prediction made of her by a Druid^ 
fic being fl^ll a Pagan ; and who met with an ig- « 
nominious and violent defith at the hands of Ibme 
laboureris, as a punifhment, fay$ the ^iftory, for 
his taking thi$ daughter for his concubine, iiot 
knowing her l^irth, ^nd for not putting her away 
gtt the exhortation of ibme pf the clergy, who had 
imj^recated Heaven to punifli him in this manndU 
jCellach, one of the Monarchs, was loft in a 
Jx>g or lough ; and Conali- the other brother 
hel4 the reins of government alone for four years, 
'till he was killed by one of his fucceilbrs. 

Der^od andBLATHMAC, thefons of Hugh thcDER. 
fecond, afcended the throne ; which they filled a-MOD IL 
picably for fev^n years, and were then taken oiflf and 
by a plagije that raged all ovef Ireland. In the^LATH- 
feign of thefe Princes, it isfaid by Keating, that ^^^' 
fL King of England with thirty of his principal No- 
bility were in a bloody engagement defeated and 
flain. . The jEnglilh h^ftories fey nothing of this 
event ; anrf this being the tiipe of the heptarchy, 
the levent pould not be true pf a King of Eng- 
land, though it might be fo of a Prince of one 
pf the feven kingdoms. The hiftory of thefe 
jimes confifting of nothing but (hort and dry 
p^trrations, widiout entering into the particulars 

81 
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Der- of the moft important ' aftions, it Is full as tire- 
^^^}^' fi>nie and difagreeable to the writer, as it can be 
^ ^"" unentertaining and unprofitiible to the reader ; 
1^^^^"' and I (hall therefore ' lead him through it as faftas 

I can. 
Sach- *^" ^^^ death of the two Monarchs occafioned 
WAS. t)y the plague, Sachnasach the fon of one of 
A. D. them afcended the throne ; in whofe reign the 
665. Pifts, for the firft time, invaded Ulfter, where a 
^ " furious battle was fought and a terrible flaughter 

was made of both the armies. After a reign of 
fix 3^ears, the Monarch being killed as ufual, 
j^jj^P^^KiNFAOLA his brother fuccceded him for four 
OLA, • years i in which time the Pifts made another 
defcent on the province of Ulfter aftd burnt the 
famous monaftery of Baqgor to the ground ; the 
refidence of above a thoufand Monks, whom they 
d^fperfed, and drove out of the country. 
pjjy The prefent Monarch • having met the fate of 

KACH. i^s predeceflbr Finnachta, by whofe hand he 
lell, though another grandfon of Hi^oH the fecond, 
obtained the government. As this Monarch fate 
on the throne of Ireland for twenty years, the ma- 
terials for hiftory, one would imagine, (hould not 
be wanting. But of the King himfelf, there is 
nothing more faid, than that he was remarkable 
for magnificent and expenfive entertainments, that 
he fought a bloody battle with the province of 
Leinfter, in which he made a flaughter of the great- 
eft part of their troops, that then he remitted to 
them the annual tribute of cattle, and that fome 
years afterwards he was killed. Of his reign it is 
]^id, that it was diftinguifhed by an invafion of 
Ireland by the Wellh, Who committed dreadful 
hoftilities with a numerous army upon the coaft ; 
and by another invafion with the forces of Eopr id 
the King of Northumberland, under the ccMiimand 
pjF a General of great experience ; who reduced 

the 
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the inhabitants to the utmoft extremities. For Fin- 
thefe accQunts however we ^re obliged to our ownNAcn. 
Beds ; who ha& impartiality enough to fay, that 
tbey miferably ravaged that innocent nation — 
nieaning Ireland^ — which was a moft friendly ally 
to th^ Englift* ^ The cruelties which the army ex- 
ercifed in not fparing age nor fex, nor even the 
churches, . the raonafteries,; nor the confccrated 
veflels, direw the Irifli at firft into great confufi- 
on ; but tecovering frorh their fright, they de- 
fended themfelvcs fo well, and returned the cruel- 
ties of the Engli(h fo effedtually upon them, that 
the General was glad to return home before his 
•arifty was entirely cut to pieces. 
.. LoNGSEAqH, a great grandfon of Hugh the'^^^^- 
firft, was the next Monarch : and befides another ^^^??*- 
vifit from the Wellh who made great plunder, his ^' 
reign is marked with a terrible and confumbg ^^* 
. murrain among the cattle all over the ifland ; "" 

which produced a famine fo very grievous, thiat 
the inhabitants, it is faid, were obliged to feed 
upon one another ; and that it continued for three 
years. But. nothing could curb the fpirit of thofe 
times of ravages and incurfions for the /ake of 
plunder. No fooner was the famine well at an 
end, than the Wellhirien,. fluftied with the fuccefs 
of their former inroads, made another defcent on 
the coaft of Ulfter. But the people of that pro- 
vince, animated as much with a defire of revenge 
• as the others were with the hopes of booty, and 
being now prepared for their reception, exerted 
-themfelves fo effeftually and made fo dreadful a 
, flaughter of the Britifh troops, that fcarce any re- 
mained to carry home the tidings to their country- 
men of their defeat. At the fame time, in a battle 
between the royal army and the forces of Conaught 
♦^cm what oecafion we don't know — the King of 
« Ireland, 
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Long- Ireland, who bad fate nine years on the thronq^ 
SEAC. loft his life. 

His fufccellbr was Cono a lL of the Niallian race ^ 

Con- who during the feven years that he wore the 
CALL, crown, being a Pagan; ^as 9 cruel perfecutor of 
the Irifli church ; burnmg the regular and icculat 
clergy at Kildare without mercy. One \^ould ima^ 
gine as Cl\rifttanity had been planted then in Ir^ 
land almoft three hundred years, and had met 
with nlarvellous fuccef^ that a Pagan coold (caroe 
have been found among nlen cff t^k and education 
in any part of the ifland. Much lefs would one 
ittiagine, that a Pagan Prince (hould have tfny 
chance of mounting the throne of keland, where 
the Monarchy was eleftive without any regard to 
pririiogenitiire or hereditary rights and where the 
mafs of the people had long been Qiriftian^ 
Here was A fair field therefore for entertaining and 
important hiftory ; and fuch an event, ft iiS pro*' 
bable, did not efcape the writers of that time with 
a rtief e regifter only. This is all however whudi is 
handed down to us : and aftef a reign of feven 
years, and Zr death as fudden as unlamented, 
Fe ARC ALL, a great grsindfon of Hugh the third, 
was his fucceflfor in the Monarchy. 
Fear- Notwithftanding the Welfti had fo total* a defeat 
CALL, in dieirlaft invafion, they made another defeent in 
thrs reign ; and a bloody battle was foi^ht be- 
tween theiH and the Irilh Dalriadas,. with equal 
fuccefs tod {laughter for a great pa^rt of the day ; 
when viftory at laft dedared for the latter, and tbe 
Wellh were agdifli routed with the b& of the 
greateft part of their army. But the moft me- 
mbra j^le tranfa<Stion in the reign of this Monarch, 
was his battle with the King and province of Lein- 
fter, about the old bone of contention, the Boromeam 
tribute. The royal army, it is faid, confifted of 
one and twenty thoufand chofen men, and the 

provincial 
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provincial troopi^ which followed the King of Fe^r- 
Leinfler, befides thofe of his houftiold, were but gall. 
nine thoufand, Thefe indeed were veterans of^ 
diftinguiflied bravery, and they were led by a fe- 
le£t band of about an hundred champions of the 
bigheft military renown. As foon as the two 
armies met in the field, they began to engage v 
and the provincial forces, excited by the ardour 
of their chiefs, made fo great an imprefTion ia 
the beginning of the adtion, that they foon forced 
their way into the centre of the royal army, and 
carried all before them ; leaving above three 
thoufand dead upon the field of battle. 

This furprizing defeat of fuch a fuperior number, 
is attributed to a pannick which feized the King's 
anny the firft onfet •, occafioned, lay the hiftorians, 
by an apparition in the air, that hung over them, 
and threw them, with the terror of it, into con- 
fufion* This fight, adds the Chronicle, fo terri- 
fied fome of the foldiers, that though they efoaped 
with their lives in the" action, yet they afterwards 
ran diftraded. But there is no neceffity to intro- 
duce an apparition as the caufe of a fudden pan- 
nick in a body of troops who have the fuperiority ; 
as we have feen in our own time and our own 
army, at the battle of Falkirk, againft the re- 
bels. AH pannicks of this fort are unaccount- 
able ; and if the old hiftorians had known this, 
we fiiould have heard nothing of the apparition 
hovering in the air which occafioned the defeat of 
the King's army ; becaufe no other rejfon is aflign- 
ed for this ftrange appearance, thanffle impreca- 
tions of an hermit, whofe cow hadibeen driveng^a- m^ 
way by fome of the foldiers, and that^ others had ^» 
in their march broke open a church and carried a- 
way the communion plate. If the reader is dif- 
pofed to believe, that thefe were a£ts of villany 
atrocious enough to require a miraculous interpo- 
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fition, and a flaughter of three thoufand three hun^ 
dred men, the ftory of the apparition will not be 
deemed incredible. It will ferve however to (hew 
the credulity of the age ; and with what tales of 
ignorance and fuperftition the Monkifli writers im- 
pofed upon the world ^ and it has thus far its ufe 
in the prefent hiftory. 
Fo- The Monarch of Ireland being flairt in this bat- 
«ARTH. tie, FoGARTHACH, a dcfcendent of Hdgh the 
A. D- fecond, fucceeded to the throne, which he filled. 
'^^' only for a year and a few months • being killed in 
^ battle by Kineth, another defcendent of the fame 

Hugh, who obtained the government in his roont 
His reign of three years, when he met with the 
fame fate from his fucceflbr a ion of Lonoseach, 
has no other event recorded in it : and though 
Fl a I- Flaithertach enjoyed the fovereignty after him 
THER. for feven years, and died a natural death, yet we 
hear of nothing in that peaceful reign relating to 
church or.ftate, but that the Monarch, being tired 
of the cares and pomp of royalty, had a (hort 
time before his death refigned the crown and turn* 
ed Monk. The great zeal of thofe times was 
chiefly fpent in retirement, (hutting themfelves up 
in Monafteries, and devoting themfelves to God 
and to ecclefiaftical contemplations. The King be- 
ing therefore poflefled with the enthufiafm fo much 
in fafliion, was ftruck no doubt with the appear-^ 
ance of fuch tranfcendent humility, in defcrting a 
throne to become a Monk. 

Hugh A fourth, of the fame Niallian lineage, 
fucceeded mm in the fovereignty ; which he pot 
Jjlif fjUkd aniidft ^)lat diflurbances and diifentions for 
iline years, -^nd was then flain in battle. The Bo- 
romean tribute revived the old difpute, and occa- 
fioned another fierce engagement in this reign j in 
which the Monarch and fome of his chief com-* 
mandcrs were wounded, the Prince of Lekifter 

and 
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and the firft HbbiUty of the province were kiiled, 
aad mod of that army were deftroyed The wound 
which the King of Iretaikl had received proved im>€ 
to be mortal : but hie Ufe was {Hrotrafted only to 
fight another battle with his fucceflbr, who was 
impatient for the ibvereignty ^ and in this batde 
Hugh the fourth Idt hi^ life« 

DoNALEx the third) of the iame defeat from Dokal. 
^ hero Ni ALL, afcended the throne he afpiredllL A.D4 
after : and though he enjoyed it twenty years and 743* 
died a nattrral death, taking ho psM in the feveral, 
battles that, were fought as ufual among the pro* 
vinces by contendins rrinces, yet there is no reign 
more barren of hiuorical £aaSi The deaths of 
ferfts faints, and of fome renowned heroes in thefil 
battles, make up all its hiftory \ and nothing more 
important or more particular is related. Oh the 
death cA Donald, Niall a ion of the Monarch Niali> 
FfiAROALL mmitioned in this book, obtained the VL 
crown. Many dreadful earthquake, and a raging \ 
^HBine throughout tlKTflland, which deftroyed the » 
inhabitants in gneat numbers, are the principal 
events recorded in this reign. Indeed, except two 
battles fought by fome of the Princes, and the 
deaths of a few eminent men, they are the only 
events we meet with, till we are told of a pilgri- 
mage the Monarch made to the Abbey of lona^ 
when he had reigned (even years ; and who, being 
carried away with the ignorant and unaccountable 
zeal of the times, quitted the throne and turned 
Monk in that Abbey, where he died and was bu- 
ried. How much {bcver this humor might flatter 
the weakneft of human nature, it was cMie of thofe 
de!u(ions of which piety we fee is enable. For a 
Prince born to a throne, and formed oy nature and 
education fo govern happily, is as much obliged to 
continue iq that ftation, until providence difables 
•r removd} \|Mm from it, aa hf is to preferve his 
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life ;\ir^ though by ttening Monk he may fhew 
that he h^s a fort of humility, yet it is not that 
which is taught u$ by reaion or religion; and his 
merit confifts more in a fear of doing ill than a de- 
fir^, of doing good.— But to proceed. His prede- 
ceflfer Dqjtald died at thc:fame place on a vifit to 
the fhrine of Colum Cill the founder of that 
T .. . Abbey in North Britain : and they were probably 
't. buf ied both under one tbmb, as Buchanan tells 

' " us there is one there with this infcription^ * Tu- 
muljas Regum Hiberniae." ♦ 

Do- . On the abdication of Ni a l l furnamcd the Clou- 

NOGH. dyt DONOGH Or DoNCtlADHA thc fon of PONALD 

the third afcend.ed the throne: and though his 
reign was continued twenty fev^n years, not aJ^at- 
tle fought, not a faint's nor a heio's death, no not 
a Tingle event is recorded in it; except that the 
,: Danes ; now firft invaded and fpoiled fonie of thc 

coaft of Ireland, and that the Monarch. died a na- 
tural death. In fo long- a reign it is impoflible but 
that many things muft have occurred both in church 
^.nd ftate, that were worthy of a place in the hiftory 
of thofe times. The want of thefe materials is it- 
jfelf a Qonvincing proof, that we have little more 
than annals or regifters of the fucceffion and ge- 
nealogies of their Kings, extrafted from the hifto- 
ries that were depofited in their archives ; and that 
thofe; valuable originals were deftroyecl ^t diflfeicnt 
times in the rage of plundeir by their enemies. At 
the fame tirne it muft be obferved, that this is fo 
far from being an objection to the genuinenefs of 
what remains, that it i:ather demonftrates how fcru- 
pulous fuGceeding hiftofians were of adding a fyl- 
lable of their own. where fo much room was left 
for invention and imppfition. 

The invafion of the Danes — which began in th^ 
iaft Monarch's reign, and which opened a way to 
the conqueft of fome parts of the ifland, of whch 

.they 
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they enjoyed a (hare about three hundred year's-^ 
being a very remarkable epocba in the Irifh hifto-^ 
ly, . fhall make the fubjedt of another book : And 
as this is a proper reding place^ and will give the 
leaft interruption to the ftory^ I will here give an . 
account of the eminent men of Ireland^ who ffeu- 
rifhed from the time of the introdudtion of Chrit' 
tianity by S. Patrick, to the arrival of the 
Danes and Normans ; which makes a period of 

.three hundred and feventy years. The reader^ 
however, is not to exped, that this account will 
contaia all the names which are celebrated for 

•their, greatnefs in the Irifti annals. For the judg- 
ments of men are fo different, through the power 
of prejudice, and of the fiifliiGn of the times on 

. the *buman mind, that th©^ farne adtiona which 
would incur our contempt and cenfurc, in the opi- 
nion of thofe who wrote their ftory, make them 

. great men and faints. But as learning was at a 

.low ebb, and in very few hands, at this period, 
the writers who made a figure in it will deferve 

. fome . remembrance, ^ 

Of Patrick, the great Appfllc of Ireland, 
cnou^ hath been faid already ; neither need any 
thing to bfe added about the celebrated Cathull 
or Cathald mentioned above. The only man 
therefore of eminence enough to be recorded in 
this hi ftory, who lived in the fifth century, was 
I^EDULius, a Poet, an Orator, and a Divine ^ and 
who, being educated from his infancy under Hi L- 
DEBERT an Archbifhpp, being well verfed in th^ 
Scriptures, and moft accomplifhed in the learning 
of the age, for his farther improvement travelled ^ 
into France and Italy, vifited fome parts of Afia, 
and returning through Rome, was greatly diftin-^v 
guifticd for his extraordinary learning. He wrote 
many Latin books in profe, a Pafchal fong in' me- 
tre, i[:onfifting of fpur books^ fourteen books on 
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S. Paul*s Epiftles in profe, M Hymn on CHRCB*t**s 
miracles, and two books on the (ame in proik, 
with federal others, of which we have not the 
titles. 

The eminent men of the fixth century are tMt 
wtich more nuttiermis thah of the laft*, unleis we 
(hould abfurdly take into the account, atl the^wri- 
ters who have publiftied any thing, be it little or 
much, at that time in Ireland. Ooli/m Cill or 
CoLUMBE, mentioned in this book, deferves fur- 
ther notice, as one of the chief pillars of the Inlh 
Qiurch. He was born of a noW-e family, and 
fbunded a mbnaftery in a fondft, whi<^h W^s called 
the Field of Oaks. We have feien upon what oc- 
cafionhewent into North Britain, where, by his 
dodtrine and good exanc^pk, he converted the Pic- 
tilh nation to the Chriftian faith. During his refi- 
denee in that country, he built the famous monail 
tery of lona, called alfo *^ i^uy,'* and /* Y-Cb- 
lumkill," of which he was htmfelf the lirft Abbot ^ 
and which was a great while the burial place of 
the Scott i(h Kings, and many eminent faints. Al- 
mod all t^ Churches in the north of England, as 
well as the Churches in Ireland, were for many 
years fupplied from thefe two monafterics with 8i- 

. (hops and Priefts; The time of celebrating Eafter^ 
which lie kept after the cuftom of his anceftors, 
and which was contrary to the Cuftom of the 

' Chwch of Rome, he gave in charge to his foccef- 
foTS; and it continued to be obferved in the 
£!hnrdi of Ireland above two hundred years after 
his death. Me wrote a Rule for the Monks, which 
is cttlted after his name ; the Life of St. Patrick, 
and four Hymns on differeait fubjefts. 

Bmdoet, though a Lady, muft not be omitted 
in a Catalogue of the eminent people of Iteland 
in this century. She was*'bom in the county of 
Louth; and, if thc^irrittts of her life are to be 
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credited, (he was one of tjie greateft oj:namcnt5 of 
the Church and nation : and her menx)ry and 
name are accordingly ha4 ii^ reverence among the 
vulgar Iri(h to this d^y. She^ lived for the moft . 
part at Kildare, in a nupnery of her own eredion, 
of which (he was the Abbpfs : but (b many pious 
virgins were excited by her exanaple, ^nd defired 
to live under her dired^ion, that (he was obliged 
to eredk feveral other convents in different parts of 
the ifland for her difciples ^ fo that in a (hort ^ime 
Ireland was full of religious houfes of §. Bridget. 
The reputation of her (anftity, and of her power 
of working miracles, made Kildare fo much fre- 
quented, that the many buildings eredted about 
die nunnery during her life formed a town ; which 
in time became fo confiderable as to be the place 
of the Cathedral and of the Epifcopal See. She 
wrote a Rule for the Nuns of her order, an Epiftle 
in rhyme tp ^ friend to difluade him from travel, 
a poem on the virtues of S. Patrick, and on 
the de(ires of the pious. In order to do the great- 
eft honour to her memory, the religious women of 
that tiipe invented ^ perpetual fire, which they 
oonfecrated under the name of S. Bridget's fire 5 
and whi4i, ^^rough thp connivance of the Bi(hops 
of JCildare, w^s kept burning till the year twelve 
hiindred and twenty — -feven hundred years after 
her death— when Archbi(bop* Loundres caufed 
it to be put out, tp remove all occafion of fuper* 
ftition about it» 

Gong At I. was the founder of the famous mo«- 
ni^ery of Bangor, ne^r the Gaflern Sea ; acd fuch 
\^ multitudes of Monks reported to it for the 
^t of lear,nlQg and religion,' that be. vif^s. obliged 
to ered feyeral Qtber^ in difierent pgrts, an^ had 
no leis than three thoufaivd of r^hefe £c:cle(jaftjct^s Vf 
one time under his government. He wrote Iritti- 
tutes for t;hefe^ wbiqh are rftill extant ^^ the Adts 
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of his coft temporary S. Colum j and fomc EpiP 
tics. 

At the head of the eminent men of Ireland, in 
the feventh century^ muft be placed Co^umba, a 
native of Leinfter, \yho applied himfelf to learning, 
' and m^de $ great progrefs in it in his youth. 
His fchool education being finiflied, he went into 
another province, and put himfelf under the care 
of the venerable Silenus^ renowned for a happy 
talent of inftrpding his fcholars ; under whom 
GoLUMBA fp much improved himfelf, that he at-, 
tained an extraordinary degree of ikill in explain- 
ing the Suriptures. He then entirely forfook the 
world, according to the humour of that age, and 
becanie ^ Monk under Cong all, in the Abby of 
Bangor ; where hq wafted life for feveral ye?irs, 
Tired however at laft, and being made for more 
aftive fcenes, be acquainted the Abbot with his 
defires of propagating the Gofpel in foreiign coun- 
tries; and CoNGAt-L knowing his great abilities, 
and approving his inclination, recommended twelve 
more of his houfe to be the partners of his labours 
^nd the companions of his travels. With thefe he 
paffed over firft into England, where he continued 
fome time with great reputation and luccefs j as 
the reader, if he pleafes, piay fee in my Englilh 
» Hiftory ["^]. Being difgufted however, with the 
\ pontefts that he niet with here about the celebra- 
i tion of Eafter, and the eccleflaflical tonfure, he 
went with his cQmpaqions into Burgundy ; and 
fixing on an old ruinous caftle for the place of their 
refidence, they fitted it up, and praftifed in it all 
the exercffes of their profeflion. The fame of this 
houfe forxurirg difeafes, as well as piety, drew 
jabuiidance of people from all parts. In the 
fafijie barren defcrt he found another old caftle, 

• [f] Ecclef.Hift. 'Vol.L p.-85.— 91. 
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called Luxenil, which had onc^ been very ftrtjng • 
and his difciples encreafing faft upon Hinti^ he con-' 
verted it into a monaftery, which foon became a 
model for feveral others. He built toother at 
Fontaine, and fubjedted this and the firft to . th$t 
of Luxenil, as beirg the largeft of the three. 
Hence arofe the original of Priories, which being 
founded by Abbeys were fubordinate to them. 
He adhered to the cuftom of the Irifli Church in f 
celebrating Eafter; which being oppofjte to the ; 
Roman obferved in France, acquired him the cen- j 
fure of fome of the neighbouring clergy. He 
wrote feveral tetters to juftify his praAife, from ■ 
which he would not recede: and for his obftinacy 
in this particular, notwithftanding the fandtity of 
his life, and the good he did, he was ejeded out 
of his Abbey, which he had pofleffed twenty 
years, and baniflied out of the country. After 
travelling with his companions through the greatcft 
part of France, he retired at length into Italy: 
and built the monaftery of Bobi near Naples, upon 
Mount Appennine, where he died in a (hort time 
after. He wrote feveral Commentaries on the 
Plalter, a book againft the Arians, feveral books 
on the Pafchal controverfy, thirteen Homilies, 
Epiftles, Poems, a Rule for Monks, two Letters 
to Pope Boniface, and a modeft Apology for i 
himfelf ; being cited to appear at a provincial fy f 
nod in France, about the time of the celebration 5 
of Eafter, which he obferved, as it hath been faid, [ 
after the manner of the Irifti Church. 

The next in the order of time, though not in- 
ferior to the Abbot in worth- and greatnefs, was ^ 
Bifliop Aid AN, who came from the feme monaftery 
at lona, vand whom the hiftorians have ranked 
among *the natives of Ireland To the pious care, 
and ^learning of this Prelate, the converfion of the 
Northumbrians in our own country was entirely 
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owing. At the &me time that Beds gives a ^eat 
chara<^er of him, as a man of wonderful humitity, 
great zeal and probity, and goodnefe of heart, he 
adds that his ^eal was without knowledge, becaufe 
! he kept the feaft of Eafter not ^ the Church of 
\ ^ome did. But as much a Schifmatick as he was, 
nothing cail exceed the comoiendations which he 
haith given' him for holineft^of life, Jit go- 
verntd the Church of Northumberland fpr aU 
moft feventeen years j erefted fchools for the 
inftruftioQ of men ^nd children in learning . and 
religion; wrote P>fnnaentarie$ pn the Scrip. 
tares, Sermons, and Homilies; and wgs in (bort 
an honour to his country, a great beneFador to 
the Engli(b nation, and an ornament to the%ge in 
which he lived. But I muft refer the reader for a 
fuller account of this excellent Prelate to the fe- 
cond book of my Ecclcfiaftical Hiftory ; where he 
will njcet witji the ch^rai^er that Aid^n me-, 
rited. 

FiKAK, another native of Ireland, was called 
from the &me tnonaftery of lona, to fucceed Au 
PAK bis country ff^an in the See of Holy Ifland, at 
^he mouth of the river Lindis, in the kingdoni of 
Northumberland. Here he had the honpur to con^ 
vertSiGiBERT, the third K^ingof the E3& Saxons, 
and the retinue which he had with him at the 
cotirt of Ofwy ^-and they were baptized ftt a town 
where the King refided. His inftrudtion^ had the 
fame fuccefs with a Prince of Mercif^ and his at<r 
tendants, with whom be fent fonae of his clergy to 
convert that kingdom j and they did it with fu«3- 
cefs. The old controyerfy about Efifter was &\\l 
on foot; and as this good Bifhop pould not h6 
brought to conforrn to the Ronian cuftom, a coui> 
tryman of his, who had been bred in France 
where that cuftom prevailed, was fent to him to 
feprefent the reafona alledged by the church of 

I^oipc 
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Rome in the Pafchal controverfy ; but be was hot 
a match for Fin an ; who, bendes bis fuperiority \ 
in parts and learning, was a man of warmth and f 
Iptrit, i^o grew di%ufted . with the difpute, and i 
more confirmed in his own opimon& He wrote a 
book on the ancient ufage of the Pafibver, and 
was a very exemplary Chriftian as well as an able 
learned man. 

FuRSBus a Monk, according to the humour of 
thofe times, having founded three monafteries in 
his native country of Ireland, came voluntarily 
into this country to preach the Gofpel ; in which 
he met with great fuccefs among the inhabitants 
of the Eaft Angles. Bedb extolls bim very hi^ly , 
and SiOEBl^RT their King, already a Chriftian^ 
gave him fuch a reception, as the zeal of the man 
and his caufe deferved. He built a monaftery in 
Si^lk, now called Burg|h Caftle, which was 
largely endowed at feveral times by the Eaft An- 
glian Kings; and where-ever he faw the Golpel 
was wanted he propagated it with equal piety ind 
fucce& But Ibme commotions anfing in this 
country, he retired into France, and ere^d the 
monaftery of Lagny in the diocefe of Baris near 
the Sein. He wrote a book of the monaftic life^ 
ib much then in &ihion ; and an Iriih prophecy is 
afcribed to hint 

DiuMA was another ecclefiaftick of Ireland in 
tbis^ century who figured in Ae EngKfii church ; » 
and who, being confecrated by Finan, was made 
Biihop of the Mercians and middle Angles, whom 
he governed pro(pcrou% for feveral years. The 
ibat of his Bifhoprick wasdfbced at Lichfield, and 
his name ha& the firft place in the fiicceifion^ of 
the Bifhops of that See. Befides the humour 
which then prevailed of fcdicing (Hit retirement in a 
mooaHic lire, there were fo many men of thedo* 
giod learninjg at ^at time in Ireland/ that the 
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natives were obliged to fwarm out into other coun- 
tries to exercife their talents, and where little 
learning of this kind was to be found. 

Among many others, Arbogast an Iri(hnian 
went into Alface, a ftranger, and an hermit ; and 
in a facred grove there, where Hagenau now 
Hands, he built an Oratory, in which it is faid 
that he ferved God continually in prayer and fad- 
ing. Convinced, however, as well he might be, 
that this was a lazy fort of piety, and that his ta- 
lents were given him for other purpofes, he quitted 
his cell, and inftrufted the inhabitants of the 
country in the knowledge of God, reprehending 
their idolatry and confuting their wild opinions. 
!Py this means he became known to the reigning 
Prince who appointed him to the See of Strafburg 
in Gern^my ; where, having 'governed the Dio- 
cefe with great reputation for twelve years, he 
died. 

ADAMNANtJs an Iriftiman and Abbot of lona, 
being fent by the North Britons upon fome bufmefs 
to the court of Alfred Kin^ of Northumberland, 
was there made a convert to the catholick Eafter ; 
and returning home endeavoured to convince his 
Monks of their former error, but failed in the at- 
tempt Upon this difappointment^ he returned to 
Ireland his- native country ; wherein a little time 
be brought over moft of thofe who were not in 
fubjedtion to the monaftery of lona, to the Roman 
cuftom of keeping Eafter, Encouraged by this 
fiiccefs he went back again to his Abbey in Nortb 
Britain, and made a frem attempt upon the Monks ; 
but he could not prevail as long as he lived to in- 
troduce the Roman cuftom into the houfe. He 
wrote the lives of Colum Cill, and of a Queen 
pf the Franks ; feveral poems ; a defcription of the 
Holy Land ; fome canons, epiflies, a book con-? 
cerping the Jrue PaObver, and a rule for Monks. 
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Cxj T H B E R T was the fon of a petty Irifh King • an4 

being left by his mother in the Abbey of Mailrofs 

while Ihc went on a pilgrimage to Rome, he made 

fuch a jproficiency in literature by his parts and 

application as gave him a tafte for the fort of life 

he found there •, for there was little learning in any 

other. Having pafled through the offices of Monk 

and Prior of his Convent with great honour, he 

was perfuaded by BifhopEATTA, who had a great 

love for Cu'THBERi*, to pafs his time with him at 

Holy Ifland ^ but affeding a folitary life he fhut 

himfelf up in the little ifland of Farn, about three 

leagues diftant in the fea. Here he lived, when 

h^ was elected Bifhop of Hexham in a fynod held 

by Archbifhop Theodore ; and out of an excefs 

of modefty and lowlinefs of mind, he was the only 

perfon that oppofed his own election. The Bifhops 

who judged him worthy of the epifcopal charader, ' 

fcnt many letters and meflages to him from the 

fynod ; but it was not without the utmoft diflSculty 

that they could prevail on him to leave his folitude, 

and to aflume the weighty care and important 

fun<5tion of a Bifliop. He was a man of great elo-» • 

cution ; of a graceful prefence ; and what is above 

all, he afforded an example in his own pradice for 

others to imitate, With a truly " nolo epifco- 

pari'' he was dragged to the Biftioprick of Holy 

Ifland, which his friend Eatta quitted for him, 

and was tranflated himfelf to Hexham. But 

no ftation of life could work a change in tJie 

temper of his mind : for in two years after he 

quitted the mitre, and returned to his former fo-: 

litudc in the ifle of Farn, where he ended his 

days. Ke wrote a book of the orders of his 

churph ; the precepts of a regular life 5 and mo- 

naftic inftitutes delivered by him to his Monks. 

I Iball clofe this catalogue of the eminent men 
pf Ireland in (he feventh century with an account 
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of CoLEMAifi who after going to ftu^y m iDnm* 
and being a Monk of ihat Abbi^, M^cceedecl 
FiNAK io the See of Holy Iflan4 in the North^rai 
parts of England ; a man famoua for hW coRtofta 

^ with the Rortiifh Bifhopa and Clergy hera^ about 
the feaft of Baiter and the ecelenaftical lonfura 
He was the leader io a conference held at Whitby 
by King Osw y on this fubje^ on tlie fide of tkorfe 
who obferved their Ec^er only on the firft day o£ 
the Mieek, after the fourteenth day of the fkft 
. \ I month; in which they pretended lo follow the 

. tradition and example of St. John;, The leaTJief on 
the other .fide was Wi l f r i o, a famous Prelate alter- 
wards in die Englifh church ) and he pretended 
that their rule waa that of St. Fete a and St 
Paul, which was the6rft SuTxlay after the four* 
teetith day at evening, till the vernal equino^i. As 
poor a controverfy as this may feeni to the r^ad^ 
at prefent, and as it always was in fa£l in itfelf, 
yet it is certain that it had been the occafion of a 
great deal of contentidn in the preceding age$ of 
the church -, aod the confequence of it at this tiqie 
in England was of the firft importance to the Ro* 
^ naan MMiooartes, and^tq^thej[uri^^^^ 

Sec from whence tbej came. But" this "controvierfy 
iiot being agitated in Irelaid, the reader is rirfer^ 
rod to the fecond book of my church biltefy, 
if he defires to fee the ^account of it drawi) out #t 
length. 

This however was flot the only matter of debate 
in thciyinQd at which. Col tMj^w aflMted by<)06a<r 
raand of Osw v. The lecctefjaftieal Twftine was 
another point in ^which the Irifti dijSered frona tfee 
Riomao ufi^e, asd which mas aUo to be dircuD^ 
at this famous icoolereace. To ^peftk ferjouiiily, ^ 
there was not a dark fide in buAian natwe, .and if 
experiertce d;id not teach us, thait the seal pf good 
men docs tiot often bear a trtte proportion to the 

fubjedt 
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f\lb}<t<ft'6f ?t) <ynt would wonder how an u&ge af 
fvkdh a Fidiciilous kind as this (hould creep into 
the Chuich at dll i ^and miwih more th^t it ftiould 
<Wr^be thought aii articte important enough to di- 
vide it. Who woiald believe if it were not cer- 
'tain, or who would relateit if hiftorioal truth did 
not oblige him, that there were men wealc enough 
tt> 7i^1(b and tarry on a diipute with great warmth 
^d violetioe, whether the tonfure of St. Peter, or 
the tonfure of St. 'P^AtiL, fnould be obferved by 
th« ctergy ; 'whethe»r'tbc iKrhfole bead of an ecciefi- 
aftick ftould'te»e fbaved except a narrow circle in 
imitation of a crown i^f 'thorns, or whether only 
^the t^pof the bead 'iti a circularmanner ; when 
tteith^YM^'thtfe apoftles had faid a word of either? 
But fuch men there were; and the peace of the 
church 'VrAs diftutbcid about fuch trfflas. Thefe 
fllfl&irs halviftg ;been -d^ated with gteat heat in this 
fjrnod, ^nd-AeKifig having declared bimfelf in fa- 
•^fiour of -tfee-Romte ufitges, Cceemaw threw up 
liis Hftio^ick in difguft, returned to his native 
country with fonie^EagUlh and aW the Jrifli whom 
lie had brought *ii«her, ^ndfpenr the remaiflder of 
iiis Itfe at Iniflbofin, Here he built a monaflcry 
for <hfe Monks w4k) came over with him ; but thefe 
not -agreeing together, he erected another eonvefit 
for the Englifh ilt^4ayo, who lived 'after tl^ exam- 
ple <)f ' the -antieiit fat^hers. He wrote a book in 
defence of his culftom of keeping Eafter ; another 
of the tdirfure of Ecclefiafticfcs ; and an exhortation 
to the inhabitants of the Hebrides, 

The eighth century produced but few enrincnt 
men, and of thefe only twodeferveour notice: 
SfiDULttJS the younger, who was prefent in a 
council held at Rome by Pope Gregory the fe- 
cond, and who fubfcribed a decree againft unlaw- 
ful marriages^ and was afterwards a Biflfiop in Spain. 

• He 
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He wrote there the hiftory of the ancient Irifli, and 
. his manufcript was in the pofleffion of Sir John 
Higgins, Phyfician to King Philip V. mentioned 
in the preface. 'The other great man was Virgil, 
a Philofopher and Mathematician of an illuftrious 
family in Ireland ; who travelling into France for 
Jiis improvement, ftaid two years in the court of 
King Pepin, by whom being greatly efteemcd, J>e 
was recomjmended to the Bifhoprick of Saltfburgh, 
where he laid the foundation and erected the new 
Church. He wrote a difcourfe of the Antipodes 
againft the received opinion of the ancients, who 
imagined the earth to be a plain, and the heavens 
to be fomewhere joined to it: but in that age of 
ignorance, his philofophy ferved only to cover him 
with difgrace, ^ 

Having laid before the reader an account of the 
mod eminent men of Ireland, who flouri(hed in 
the four firft centuries after the reception of Chrif- 
tianity, it may not be improper to conclude this 
book with fome reflexions on the ftate of learning 
at that time, and on the ufages and opinions which 
the age produced. — As little as there is to be faid 
for the learning of thofe times, yet it would be a 
manifeft injuftice not to obferve of Ireland, that it 
had at leaft as gfeat a fhare of it, if not a great- 
er, than, any other country in Europe. Indeed it 
is evident from many teftimonies, that it was the 
prime feat of learning to all Qiriftendom.; and that 
Miflionaries from thence were fent in fhoals into 
the continent, to convert the Heathen and confirm 
the Chriftian inhabitants. In thefe places alfo they 
fet up fchools ; and in imitation of thofe academies 
which abounded in their own country, they laid 
the foundations of the moft flourilhing Univerfi- 
ties. They taught the Saxons, Danes, and Pidts, 
the ufe of letters, and converted the latter to 
Chriftianity by the preaching of Colum Cill. 

The 
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The Englifh nation in particular, as the reader 
muft: be convinced, , hath very great obligations to 
the memory of thpie good and able men, who, 
leaving their country aijid their friends, laid out 
their time, and the e^fe and comfoyt of their lives, 
to preach the gofpjel ,hcre. It muft be owned in- 
deed, on the other hand,, that the doctrine of thefe 
^gea was tnixed up with a great alloy, wanting 
many degrees of ;ts^ primitive purity and .perfedti- 
on.; of which the opinions of celibacy, and mo- 
naftic inftitutions, arc an amazing inftance. But 
tbi& was the fault pf the times, and not gf the men. 
Monafteries were then the only nurierics of diC- 
cipline,' ^tid jthe chief fchools of learning ; and 
therefore wherever a biihoprick was eredted a mo- 
naftery was.ufually founded near the feat of it ; as 
well for the habitation and fupport of the Bifliop, 
as of thofe who were to attend religious offices in 
the cathedral^ or to preach the Gofpel in the neigh- 
bouring parifhes. Thefe bodies, properly fpeak- 
ing, were colleges of Priefts : who, in alter ages, 
were diftinguiftied by the nai53€ of Secular Ca- 
nons, and werig^under no vow of perpetual cell- * ! 
Jiacy^ Nor was thvs the cafe of thofe only wEb / 
were fettled in cathedral monafteries, but thofe 
alfo known by the name of Monks and Nuns were 
allowed to mar^when^they ffaw fit. But yet in 
tl;ie hiffories oTtnole" tunes, all thefe focieties, as 
we(l fuch of them as were only bodies of Secular 
JCinoi\3, as the others properly fo called and were 
much the greateft number, pafs und^r the general 
name of Monafteries ; which frequently mifleads the 
reader to judge of thofe foundations by thofe of later 
ages. Ftom fuch fpcieties the Bi(hops were for the 
moft part chofen ; hither they retired as occafion or 
inclination led them, either for ftudy or devotion ; 
and from hence were drawn in general the lower or,- 
ders.of the clergy. It is therefore no. wonder if thev 

wtrc 
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were poflefled with a great efteem for the places o 
their education, and that they (hould magnify th 
perfefkions of the colkgiatia ftate and way of living 
The ifonder is, that they Ihoukl magnify it & 
much, and that other men (hould credit them fe 
far, as to be periuaded their ftlvation could be 
&fe no where elfe : and from the infinite rnuDber 
of monafteries, abbeys, priories, and reiigiom 
houfes of all denominations, which fwamned over 
this iiland, one would imagine that they were dns 
perfuaded. Relicks had their (hare too in die 
efteem of the people, as well as the ufe of images 
in the churches, the worfhi jg_pf which however 
I was then unknown. Tflic ftudy of the holy Scrip- 
\ tufcs was yet thought ajiuty in all who were ca- 
pable of it, and a critical knowledge in thefe 
writings efteemcd the beft qualification for the 
highcft Rations in the Church. The do^rines of 
^ Tranfubftantiation, and the worftip of Saints, 
Were not fo much as thought of at that time ; nor 
/ was the opinion of Purgatory wrought any farther 
than the outlines : but the fiiperftition of the age^ 
and the credit which was given to miracles and 
vifions, made it eafy of introdudion afterwarda 
Thefe reflexions will throw feme light on Ac 
Irtlh church at this period, and enable the reader 
to perceive the errors which it had imbibed: 
And yet amidft the odd opinions, the unferiptural 
ufages and rights, the ignorance, credulity, and 
fiiperftition, which were pr^aring the way fer 
ftjll greater and more pernicious errors, if we 
would judge candidly, if we would judge truly of 
the foregoing period, we muft allow that the doc* 
trine of Christ and his Apoftles, without any 
fubmiflion to the authority of ,thc See of Rom e; 
was at that time the ftandard of the Faith and diT- 
fcipline of the Church of Ireland. Let us be 
thankful that we live in an age of nfiore Hght and 
kijowled||. THE 
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BOOK VIII. 

SUCH. a new fcene of affairs in 'the IriHi Hugh 
hiftory opens in this book, by the repeated ^i^ 
invafions of the Danes or Oilmen, that before 
we enter into particulars, it may be neceffiiry to ^^^' 
give the reader fome account of thefe foreigners, 
who became in this age fo formidable to all Eu- 
rope, and particularly to Ireland, where tfiey 
•gained a fettlement. It. is not material to our 
purpofe, whether what their own hiftorians 
fay of them is true, that they derive their origine 
from the Goths and Swedes, who, being ^Mne-- 
times divided, fent out all thofe cdonies wnich 
after the decline of the Roman empire, over-ran 
the reft of Europe. It is fufficient to obferve, that 
they were inhabitants of the Northern nations, 
diftinguifhed by the countries of Denmark, Nor- 
way, Livoni^ and other places-,, and that the 
jnames of Danes, Norwegians, Oftmen, and Eafter- 
lingSj were common to theni all, at leaft in Ire- 
land.* 

Vol. II. G \ As 
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HughV. As people increafe and multiply very &ft in the 

• colder climates, fo it was no unufual thing for 

Denmark and Norway to be ib over-ftocked with 
inhabitants^ as that numerous colonies were oblis^ 
ed tofwann out to make room for others. Tbe u-* 
tuation.of thdr^countpy, and the great plenty of 
all materials for (hipping^ with which it abounded, 
not only gave them an c^sfrairtunity of equipping 
fleets, and becoming powerful by fea, but might 
alfo not improbably give a biafs to their inclina- 
tions towards a naval courfe of life. When fuch 
people as ^efe were obliged to abandon their 
country in thefearch of new habitations, and that 
not in Gngle Ihips but in whole fleets, it "is no won 
der that they fbould plunder every vefiel they met 
T^ith, and ravage every ooaft at which they came 5 
and therefore nothing was to be feen at fea but the 
Danifli pirates. For the great booty made by the 
fft adventurer!^ tempted even ^t^ richeft and 
fi oft pourerfuL of their countrymen to try their 
rnrtunes. in the- fame manner. They entered intaex 
a0ociati(xi& in their, maritime pjaces for fittbg out 
fleets to ravage foreign countries ; much after the 
way that is now praftifed by tbe Barbary Corfairs % 
and to fay the. truths as much more a poUfhed peo-* 
pie as we think ourfelves, not rpuch unlike what is 
done by us, and the French and Spaniards in tin^ 
of \*ar, in fitting out privateers to plunder trading 
ftiips^ whofe property we- have no other right to^ 
than what we acquire by fup«erior force, A method 
of carrying on war fuitable enough to Savages, but 
abominable in Chriftians, or even in an humane 
and civilized people ! — ^&it to return. 

The Danes at length were lb accuftomed' to 
thefe piracies, and got fnch infwnenfe riches by 
them, that their Kings were (harers in their fpoil, 
and their fleets were become national. Admirals 
and Generals were not only provided by the crown 

for 
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for thcfe expeditions, but upon intelligence of cx-Hwgh V. 

traordinary Ixjoty, the Kings thcmfelves did not * 

fcruple to command their fleets in perfon* Thefe 
were the fleets that made foch devaftation inEngland^ 
and France Ireland, and that occafioned dreadful 
complaints of the miferies brought upon them by 
the northern nations. In different countries they 
had different appellations : they were called Nor- 
mans, or Men of the North, by the inhabitants of 
France 5 in England moft ufually they were ftiled 
Danes or Goths, and foftie times Norwegians, 
Juites, and Vandals ; but in Ireland, they had for 
the moft part the names of D^ned or Oftmen, 
rfteaning men of the Eaft. 

It is eafy to fee from this account, that the firft 
intent of the Danes, when they invaded the Irifti 
. cbaft, was only plunder. Their manner of mak«^ 
ing war therefore was not like regular troops, or 
a brave enemy, but like public robbers, pillaging 
every place they came to, and facking and dc* 
ftroying what they could not carry away. As they 
were divided into feveral independent bodies, ac-^ 
cording to the opportunities which they had of 
being equipped, it happened often that one band 
of them was no fooner gone than another came ^ 
by which means the inhabitants had fcarce any res- 
pite from their incurfions. For the ifland being li- 
able to be attacked on every fide alike, they were 
obliged to be on their guard at all times, and in 
every place. Another great inconvenience arofe to 
the Irifh,. in having an enemy to deal with whofe 
leaders had no authority one over another, which i 
madeitimpradticable to enter into any treaty with 
them ^ unlefs they had had as many treaties as 
there were different parties of the enemy. Not 
was this the worft circumftance of the Danifh in- 
vafions : for the Iiilh Princes, being always at va-^ 
riance alnmoft w^th one anotjier, inftead ot uniting 
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HuqhV. their forces to make head againft the comnoon 

" enemy, would often take an advantage of their 

neighbours whom the Danes had weakened^ and 
complete their defolation by entring their territo- 
ries with fire and fword. 

Whofoever looks backward and fees what proofs 
the Irilh had always given of their courage and 
warlike atchievements among eaeh other ; or if 
he confiders the figure they made abroad among 
the Pids, the Englilh and the French, will be con- 
vinced that the poor defence which they made 
againft the Danes for two hundred years, notwith- 
. ftanding their many cBCOunters in whidi they never 
loft their courage, humanly fpeaking, was owing 
to nothing clfe but their own inteftine divifions, to 
which this unhappy ifland feemed always to have 
been devoted by the hand of Heaven. Having 
thus prepared the way for the better underftanding 
of the fequel, it is time to enter upon the parti- 
culars of the hiftory, and to refume it where 
we left off in the preceding book. 
Mff. On the death of Donagh or Dunchadda-, the 

O Fla- preceding Monarch of Ireland, Hitch the fifth, 
HER. a fon of the laft Niall, afcended the throne. In 
Kea- y^hai manner he fpent the firft year of his reign, 
TING. Qj. ^\^2Lt was the courfe of affairs in church and 
UsH^R. j^^^^ jj^ Ireland during that period, we have no 
xy ' account. But in the fecond we are told of a very 
MUND. formidable invafion of the Danes with a fleet q( 
Lynch, fifty fail, which difembarked a numerous army on 
Ho- the weftern coaft of Munfter. As foon as intelli- 
LiNcsH.gence was brought of their landing to the King of 
that province, he coUedted the provincial troops 
with all poflible expedition, and marched towards* 
the enemy in order to give them battle^ before 
thi^ had time to do any mifchief. Whether the 
numbers, or the fkill and courage, of the invaders 
were inferior to thofe of the Iriih, we are not in- 
formed ; 
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formed ; but after a defperate and bloody aftionHucHV 
the Danes were fo thoroughly vanquilhed, that — "; ■ 
Aey fled with great confufion and precipitancy to 
their (hips ^ leaving above four hundred of their 
countrymen <Jead in the field oFbatrie. The ap- 
proach of night prevented a purfuit and favoured 
their flight ; or the flau^ter in the retreat woul4 
probably have furpafled that of the aftion, 

About the fame time another attempt was made 
by thefe roving foreigners on the province of Ulfl:er 
j^hd the Hebrides^ into which they carried the de- 
folation of fire and fword : they deftroyed the 
Abbey of Bangor, killed the Bifliop and the reli- 
gious of the houfe, and plundered the rich fhrine 
of Cong ALL. Tlie King and people of Ulfl:er be-, 
ing enraged at thefe cruel and unjufl: proceedings, 
gathered all their force together, engaged the ene- 
my with a bravery exafperated to a degree of fury, 
killed twelve hundred upon the Ipot, and drove the 
reft out of the kingdorn. The Norwegians being 
a people of the fame piratical difpofition, and hear- 
ing of the great wealth which their neighbours the 
Danes had acquired in Ireland, refolved to try 
their fortune in the fame hofl:ile manner, and madq 
an attempt on Leinfter. The inhabitants of this 
province, who had heard of the cruelty and vicrr 
lence which the other invaders exercifed, were lb 
ftruck with terror at their arrival, that they 
thought of nothing but faving thisir lives and their . 
light efFeds^ and left the country to an enemy who 
had no mercy. The enemy having plundered all 
thecoafl: oa which they landed, infliead of returning 
home with their booty as the Danes had been wont 
to do, encouraged by the hopes of adding greatly 
to it, they marched up into the cbiintry^ pillaging 
every houfe and place they came to. But by this ' 

time thelrifh were recovered out of their pannick : 
and the people of Leioflier and the Momonians 
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HuoHV^oining their ftrength together, were more than a 
match for thefe plunderers ; who apprehended no 
oppofition, and were not a little encumbered with 
their booty, which was as dear to them as their 
lives. In this fituation they were attacked by the 
people of the country, with their ufual valour ; and 
after a very obftinate engagement, defeated with 
the lofs of feven hundred flain in battle, a thouland 
in the purfuit, and all their booty. 

Nevertheless as Ireland was fo much fiiperior 
in wealth and fertility to the barren inhofpitablc 
clime of thefe invaders, another fleet of fixty Kail 
rnade a defcent on the province of Munfter, when 
Feidlim was its King. The ufual barbarities 
pradifed on fuch occafions, were not wanting: the 
religious houfes, the monafteries, and chifrches, 
underwent the common fate of beins plundered 
and burnt j and the miferable inhapitants were 
robbed or put to the fword. In return however 
they rnet with no better fuccefs than many of their 
predece0brs : they were at length repulfed by the 
triih with a very confidcrable flaughter of their 
troops, and retreated in great confufion and hurry 
to their fleet. Many other attacks were made in 
different parts of the ifland, during the reign of this 
Monarch by thefe Northern rovers ; but if a de- 
tail was to be given of each, the reader would meet 
with nothing but a repetition of the farpe barbarities, 
which are difagree^ble to hear, and the fame re- 
turn of flaughter from the Irifli, which perhaps 
may not be credited. The hiftorians aflure us, 
that thefe calamities were forefeen by a prophetig 
fpirit long before they came upon their country by 
Jbme of the clergy. But there was no occafion for 
it fpirit of prophecy to forefee, that a people who 
were iembroiled in perpetual contefts with one 
another of the mofl: fatal kind, who had thrown oiF 
all appearances of decorum, and were wholly pro^ 

pigate 
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UigAte k their tnahner^, had no rHfbn to txpkiOiilvGHV 

- the protedion of a righteous pfovidenc^. A tor- ^ 

vent of vice and prophaneneTs had overfpread the 
land, feys the hiftorito : and wafi it t^ f-eafonable, 
was it not natural It) es:pe£t^ that, iitcdrdii!!g to 
the moral government or tlie iroHd, ^ey mlilt 
feel the ^ffeds of the wrath of Heaved ? 

Notwithftanding the incurfions of th6 tneiteilels 
iiivaderfi above menticM^ed, which had now been 
very frequent for almoft twenty yeans paft, yet 
-the ifland continued fubjeiS: to civil difcord ^ 
TOuch a6 it had do^e before ; and the Monarth 
«id petty Princes of the country, ihftead of op- 
pofmg the oomnwn enemy with thdr united 
-ftrengtb, were j^erpetually quarrelli ng among dienp 
felyes ; and not being refttained from thefe atiimo^ 
Cities by the. mptivee either of policy or religion, 
they laid themfelves open to the force and violence 
of their enemies. The Boromean tribute \i^as ftill 
as much contefted, and with as fatal efFedts as even 
Hv o If thd Monarch infifted on what he thou^t vftti 
the rights of the cr6wn of Ireland • and th6 people 
6f Leinfter never loft the idea of its being a wicked 
exadion and refufed to pay it Harrafled and de- 
vafted as their country had been by feveral partiea 
of Nofwdgian robbers, it was not in a condition to 
withftand th^ army of the King of Ireland ; who, 
on the refufal of the tribute, entered their province ^ 
in an hoftile nnantiet j parting the inhabitants tihat 
fell in the way to the fwdrd with th^ cruelty of a 
OMJqiaeftDr, and j'educed thecoiintry to the laft ex- 
' treiTiities* Whilft tb^ remembranee of thefe ca- 
iamitiefi i«^ad y^t fre(h In tfhe minds of the pebple, 
. ihey were terrified with dreadful tempefts by fea 
and landi. • A ftor rfl of lightning had lai|d d^ aboVe 
a thousand people ih one territory ^ and the fta 
bating d«iwil its banks in another, overflowal a 

<^4 gr^' 



88 T H E H I S T O R Y Vol. H. 

HuGHV.great tradl of land which could never afterwards 
' be recovered. To add to the terror of thefe natu- 

ral evils, almoft all the iflands in the neighbour- 
hood of Ireland and which were connected with it 
in commerce, were totally/poiled by different bands 
of the Northern Pirates. 
A, D. But the greateft attempt th^t the Danes made 
815. on Ireland, and which was the moft fatal in. its 
cffedts, was m^de at this time by Turoesius 
with a vafl: fleet of (hipi^ and a furprizing number 
of his coijntrymen. The hiftorians are not agreed 
in their account of this famous hero ; fonie aflert* 
ing th^t he was the I^ing, and others that he was 
the Ton of a King of Norway. The difference 
however is immaterial : he was a man of great 
perfonal courage, but, what is very yncomnwn to 
that charafter, of a favage brutal difp^fition. No 
fooner was his arrival notified to the Danes, who 
were then in their little parties ravaging about 
the ifland under feveral leaders, than they pro- 
plaimed their joy with the loudeft acclamations ; 
^nd with one confent unjted under him as their 
General. Though all their incurfions hitherto had 
been with no other view than for the fake qf 
plunder, yet there is no doubt but at this time 
they formed a defjgn, which afterwards they exe- 
cuted, of making a fettlem^nt in the country. 

Whatever were their intentions, it is certain that 
they renewed their devaftations with fo much vi- 
gour, under the condu6l of this }eader, that they 
foon over-ran. and fpoiled the northern half of the 
ifland. He divided, his arniy >vhich wag very nume- 
rous into different bodies 5 in prder to ftrike a ter- 
ror at once in different places, and to oblige the 
native? to divide their ftreng^ s^nd fo make it. of 
little i^fa. The fame rnethocj he took along ithe 
cpafl; with his fleet ; diyiding.it into three fqua-^ 
<irons, and ordering all l>is forces both by fea and 

land 
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land to i|)are neither age nor fex, but to ravageHycHV. 
with fire and fword wherever they came ; that thdr ' 
cruelties might drive the inhabitants to defpair^ 
and that they might fix thcmfelves without the- ha- 
zard of being difpoffefled. Thus the primate and 
his college of clergy at Ardmagh were plundered 
and driven ^way, and Turgesius fettled himfelf 
in the palace j which he pofleflfed with the revenues 
belonging to that church as long as he lived. But 
it i$ unnecefiary and would be iendlefs to relate the 
particular^ of the defolation committed by thefe 
barbarians : and notwithftanding their ferocity, 
there is no other way of accounting for their fuc- 
cefs againft the Irifh~a people bred to war from 
their cradle, and of a courage invincible — but by 
the diflenfions and animofities which the Princes 
and chiefs of Ireland were perpetually fomenting 
among themfdves : owing perhaps as much to 
their ariftocratipal fprm of government, which 
gave them fo great a fhare of power, as to their 
own irajTcible difpofition. Thus inflead of uniting 
againft the favage Danes, the Monarch of Ireland 
carried his arms againft fome of his own people at 
this very time, when the enemy were in pofleflion 
of alnioft half the ifland ; aind after a troublefome 
reign of two and twenty years, Hugh the fifth 
was (lain in battle. 

Connor the fon of Donogh, was the next thatCosNOR. 
afcended the throne ; and his whole reign was A. D, 
made uneafy by the cruel ravUges of the Danes? 819. 
Wherever they came, they were fure of being 
welcome to tte weakcft party ; and none ol the 
fadions made any fcruple to join with them, 
though the common enemy, whom they ail hated 
worfe thai! death, in order to get uppermoft. Such 
is the accurfed ipirit of fadion, and fuch aVe the 
evils it entails upo^i mankind ! The new Monarch, 
grown no wifer by thefe evils than his predeceflbrs, 

inftc^^ 
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inftetd of uTing hif «deavoufs te f educe all ioi 
faamicmyy end then with the wfaok f<xoe of frdan 
to dilpofleis and drive the invadersoutof the Hjh 
eoGouraged fadkm by his own example. He bm 
tBktn foroe Q6fence againft die inhabttaota of a pan 
of Ulftef ; and tfaoi^ the enemy were then in 
the bowels of fata kingdom, encreafiog ia ftrengtb 
and ccHiqueft every day, he drew out the royil 
army againft his fubjedts on the plains of Tailteaa^ 
where they offered him battle, and made a great 
ilaughter of thofe troc^ which he mi^t have led 
perhaps with fuccefs in the prefcryatioci of the 
rij^ts and liberties of his country. 

Amidft this general in&tuation which had po&t 
fed the Irifh, the people of Leinfter feem the firit 
who came to themfelves ; they faw the progrefs the 
Panes were making over tl^ ifland ; and they iaw it 
with grief and terror. The old Iri(h fpirit was rout 
ed ; and they were reiblved to give a check to the 
career of thcfe invaders^ or to die nobly like them- 
ielves in the atten^. With this view they railed 
|dl the forces they could get in the province ^ but 
even in this undertakings which called fbr every 
hand and every heart that was trCily Jri(h, they ap» 
pear to have been entirely unfupportcd from the 
other provinces, They marched however with aa 
intrepid refolution againft the main body of the 
Danes, and a bloody adion enfued, iVU the fkill 
and valour whiph each fide poilefled, was on each 
fide exerted ; and the vi6):ory remained doubtful 
a long tinie. But at laft, being wearied by fucfa a 
hot and vigorous conteA^ and ov^Txnvsred by 
numbers, the Provincialifts gave way \ find < 
dreadful carnage followed them in their retreat, 
Had they been fupported, as they ought to have 
been, by the royal army and the troops of the 
odier provinces, in al| probability their fate would 
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have bcw the fate of the Danes ; and they mig^t,CoN- 
iin the confequenqe of fuch a defeat, have extcr- ^^** 
ipin^ted the whole race thea on the ifland But the 
tjjcn/s of their deliverance was npt yet at hapd. The 
I>aQe$ purfued their viftory with greater violence 
than before, perhap on apcount of this oppoJGtion. 
The churches and religious houles which they 
broke into, feizing the confecrated veflelS| and ' 
killing or driving away the menibers belonging ta 
ihcm. wtX€ not the only obj^efts of their rage and 
plunder. The univcrfitics at Ardrn^gb, at LiC^ 
more, at Clonard and Caflibll, with all the inferior 
academics that fell in thpir way, felt the deftroying 
fword and fire of theie barbarians : they had no 
learning themfelves, and they paid no regard to 
learning in other men : nothing civil 01^ facred e- 
fcaped their rage ; but without any difcriminatioa 
of pjBople or pfofeflion, they fwept all before them 
yrjth a cruel and unri^lenting fury^ 

At the time of thefe calamities, F^UH or FbiDt 
jLiM, who had been king of Munfter many years^ 
entered into Holy Ordeirs without laying ^dc hia » 

crown ; and prefided as Archbifhop over the 
fouthern half of the kingdom. This i$ the firft 
inftance in which the Royal and Epifcopal charadter^ 
were fiiftained at the feme time by the fame per- 
iod. For thpi^h fome of their Kings had been en7 
thufiafts enough to turn Monks, yet they laid aficje 
the purple and bid adieu to the world. As much 
however as Fei^im was poflefled with the fpirit of 
devotion then in faftion, the fpirit of power and 
{domination was not extinguifhed y^ him : and we 
Hnow that fuch contrarieties are to be feen in bu» 
man natur? evei^y day. As one of thefe was natur 
ral to the mind of FE|f-iM, and the other was ac-^ 
quired, it is no wonder that he made the laft fub- 
iervient to the firft, or dependent on it. Thus 
pptwithft^nding his epif9opal charaften the inha- 
" -^ bitants 
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bitants of the northern half of the kingdom having 
incurred his difpleafure oi? fome account or other, 
which is not mentioned, he carried his arms into 
that part of the country, miferably harrafled the 
natives, and conipleated the defolation which was 
left unfihifhed by the foreign enemy^ At a time, 
vhen they were ftruggling for life and liberty 
with thefe invaders, this was a ftep repugnant to 
policy and humanity even in his character of King 
of Munfter : but in a man, who had added the 
Mitre to the Crown, and who (hould have (hewed 
in his example the peaceablencfs of his religion, 
the depredaitions he comtpitted were highly cul- 
pable. When he had reigned twenty feveri years 
over the province of Munfter, wearied put, it is 
probable, by the calamities of his country, he laid 
afide both his dignities of King and Archbiftiop, 
and retiring wholly from the world, withdrew into 
a wildernefs ; where he lived the life of a poor 
hennit, till death put an end -to hi§ fupefftitious 
folly. This was enough however, in thofe days, 
to acquire him the reputation of a great Saint ; and 
the annals of Ulftcr have recor4ed him, as one of 
the beft and wifeft anchorets they had. The hifto- 
rians have been kind enough to the mernory of 
Connor the JCing of Ireland, to fuppofe, becaufe 
he died a natural death when he had fat fourteen 
years on the throne, that\>ein2 enable to redrefs 
^he miferie3 of his country, brought upon it by 
the Danes, be died of gri^. But there is nothing 
appears in the reign of this Monarch to warrant 
any fuch fuppofition ; and from what is there faid 
of him, unlefs he had changed his way of think- 
ing in that refpeft, he feems not to have laid- the 
misfortunes of his country to heart fo mu(?h as he 
pught to hs^ve done. 

On 
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On the death of Connor, Ni all the Third, Niall 
a fon of Hugh the Fifths afcended the throne: Inl- 
and as though this poor country was doomed to ^ ^* 
be the perpetual theatre of; civil difcord, the new ^3* 
monarch, though he fa w the Danes were: ftill en*- 
creafing in ftrength and power, yet inftead.of mak- ' 
ing it his firll bufmefs to check their progreft, and 
to unite the force of the. whole kingdom againft 
them, ii^vaded the Province of Leinfter with a nu- 
merous army, in order to controul the freedom of 
ele^ion, and to impofe a King upon them of his 
own . nomination. - No wonder when the Danes 
were thus unmolefted, that they (hould carry on 
their depredations in a dreadful manner : nor is it 
much lefs to be wondet-ed at, that the fuecefe of 
thefe ravages (hould encourage other foreigners, 
of the fame piratical difpofition, to try their for- 
tune in this ifland. Accordingly; fome of the 
Normans fitted out a fleet of franfports in this 
reign, with which they arrived at the.rnouth of the 
Boyne v and foon after another party of the fame 
people came with forty fail into the river LifFey. 
It is faid, that thefe invaders exceeded, if pofliblc, 
the favage Danes and Norwegians in their military 
.executions. They not only devoured the. little 
which the Daoilh locufts had left upon their coafts, 
but they madfe incurfions far into the province, 
and over-ran almoil all the county of Dublin with 
fire and fword. The Irifh at this time appear to 
have been difpirited, and to have loft that fierce 
and warlike intrepidity, for which they had been 
renowned through itiany ages* 

But the progrefs of thefe new comers alarmed the 
Danes ; who faw that their conquefts which they 
were not fettled in, were like to be ihatchcd oiit of 
their hands •, and that unlefs they could put an im- 
mediate ftop to the fuccefs of the Normans, . the 
natives, whom they had incenfed with a courfe of 

ravages 
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NiALt ravages for many years^ would certainly take ta 
in. geance and join againft them. Uixler this appn 

,1 ■ ,. henfion, which was a rery reaibnable one, Tm 
CESius colleAed all his Mattered forces into 00 
body ; and with all poflfiblc expedition, marcfaeil 
agatnft die Normans. Whether the Irifh had aDi 
intelligence of this defign, or whether they chofe 
to fit flill and fee their common enemy cut ose 
anothers throats, or whether no application was 
made to them by either party, we are not informed 
We only know, that a battle was fought bet wees 
the Danes and Normans, with a dreadful ilaugh- 
ter on both fides ; and after a doubtful conteft of 
many hours, the Danes made fuch an impre£- 
On as determined the fortune of the day. Tht 
ilying Normans wtre purfued all along the banks 
of the Shannon to the fea-fide ; nor did thef flaugfa^ 
ter ccafe *till they were on board their (hips. 

The Danes, being animated with this, fuccefi^ 
and finding the country open and abandon^ed by 
the Irifli, renewed their conquefts : and in order 
to fecure themfelves, as well againft any revolt of 
the natives, as againft the Normans, or other 
foreigners, they began to build fortifications ; and 
thefe are fom^ of the oldeft monuments of humsQ 
induftry that are now to be feen in Ireland. They 
ftill retain the name of DaniHi Raths or Mounts ; 
and they are not more remarkable for their antiquity 
than for their tow'ring height, their prodigious 
magnificence, and the regularity of their figure. 
There are other artificial hills thrown up alfo by 
thefe people, but not fo high nor fo large, and are 
without ditches round them •, and thefe were the 
fepulchres of their generals and chiefs in war. 

The Irilh feeing thefe fortifications carrying on, 

and perceiving from hence, that the Danes intend-^ 

ed to nwike a fettlement in their country,, if not a 

' conqueft of it, at length recovered fometbing of 

their 
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thfiir ancient fpirit, atnd rbjuzed diemlielvies iaxn NtALU 
tlraiit iofenfibility. Ma tSBi ohl in— ^for ' the better I^* 
founds iaysWARE^ called MalachV — the King ■ ■ 

of Meathy being a&amed of the tame fubmitiififa 
and disipondency of his Gountrynien, collected to^ 
gethef adl the forces he could^ marched againft the 
main body o£ the Danifk aomy^ and piaAed tihem 
vfiAt £) imiakvigDiur, as to give them a iignal ova;^ 
throw. Ohrof their greateflf generals^ and {even 
himdred^ mem wepe killed' in the axSttoor : and diis 
intght have convinced ilie Iriffa^ that if they would* 
lay afide tbeir dtfientions^ and unite a^ainft the 
enemy^ they had it ini their power to dlrive^ theffl 
oat of the illandi 

It is impoffible^ one wbuM imagine, but diey 
ihafl always have beat ib csonvinced : but nothiisg 
could indupe: them to lay afide the prstenfiotis o^' 
theic feveral £amiUeSy and to unite wUb harmony 
for thetir common &Cet^ A coward was^ looked 
ufxui among the Irilh as the moft ignominious of 
all charadS^eis : and their opinion of martial valour^ 
which was. carried to the higheft pitch- of enfhi}- 
fiafn^ made:it;eittremely difi^ult to bring about a 
recoticiliation after a quarrel For as each party 
dreaded the name of a^ coward; if they made the 
firfti overtures/ 06 a peace^ fo no overtures were ' 
made at alQ ;,hut the quarrel continued from father 
to fon^ and very ieldom ended but with the entire 
extin^OQof one of the families; It is^no wonder- 
that a. people with'fuch a^ natural difpofition, ac- 
cuftomedi from;^ their infancy^to fear nothing, and 
aBimated' by the example of tbsir fadiers and 
fcieadl^ upon all* occi^ions^ ihould en(x>unter dlin- 
gprstor. death- with- the greateft intrepidity: An 
eteftive form- of governmchtito the monarchy and= 
the provinces^ where fb many families had pceten- 
fiOQs that were nearly equal^ meeting with fuch ar 

fierce 
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NiALL jfiercd and vindi£tive habit of mind and^mannersj 
lU* not only generated and maintained a fpirit of fac- 

n ■ tion^ but it was a fpirit of faction that was unap- 
peafable. If the reader will attend to thefe reflexions 
in their full extent, he will find a clue that will un- 
ravel all the mazes of civil difcord, fo fatal to 
this unhappy illand for many ages ; and which at 
the time I am now writing of was the chief caufe 
of thofe miferies which the Danes inflifted. 

As broken and difunited however as they were 
among themfelves, they could not be brought to 
fubmit to thefe foreigners without compuUion ; and 
many battles were Fought in which the old Iriih 
valour prevailed over their enemies. The Princes 
of the two provinces of Munfter and Leinfter joined 
their troops t(^ether ; and attacked the army of 
the invaders with fuch irrdiftible fury, that the 
Earl of Tom AIR Prince Royal of Denmaiic, and 
twelve hundred men were left^dead in the field of 
battle, and a general rout of the Danifh forces ec- 
' fued. In (hort fi> many attacks were made upon 
them by the natives with fuccefs, that finding their 
fortune begin to abate ' they fent for a reinforce- 
ment ; and when they had thus recovered their 
ftrength, they laid fiege to the city of Dublin and 
took it by ftorm. Here they built a Caftle, which 
not only ferved for their own defence, but from 
which they could ravage all the adjacent country. 
The fame ufe they made of all their other garriibns, 
to the terror and annoyiance of all the inhabitants in 
their neighbourhood ; for the whole land around 
them was made a defert like an uninhabited wil- 
dernefe. The reader will be apt to afk what the 
Monarch of Ireland was about all this time ; having 
heard nothing of him (ince his acceflion to the • 
throne, and his impoiing a King upon the .people of 
Leinfter. How is it ppflible he could fit ftill amidft 

thefe 
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thefe repeated cruelties committed upon his coun- Niall 
try, though they did not reach him, one is at a HI- 
lofsto know : but nothing more is faid of him in — 
a reign of thirteen years, than that he plundered 
and deftroyed two inconfiderable territories at the 
head of a numerous army. 

Awakened however at laft from his dream of 
fiifety, ill becoming a Monarch iii his fituation, and 
above all an Iri(h Monarch in whom a warlike 
fpirit is . inherent and invincible, he engaged the 
Danes in a pitched battle, and gained a compleat 
victory. It were pity that this Monarch had not 
cither fboner (haken off his 'negligence, and adted 
up to his chatader in the defence of bis country, 
or that he had lived a little longer to have con> 
pleted the overthrow of the Danes, and to have 
driven theni.out of the ifland. But in a (hort time 
after this vidory, coming to the banks of the ri* 
ycr C^llain with a defign to ford it, and finding it 
fw^Ued to a-great height with fome heavy rains, he 
ordered one of his retinue to try the depth of it, 
before he ventured in with all his train : ,but. the 
ftream being very rapid and walhing him off his 
horfe, andthofe whom the King had ordered to 
his fuccour not being willing to rifque their lives, 
NiALL himfelf relblved to hazard his own perfon 
in order to fave him. With this view he pufbcd 
his horfe boldly to the fide of the river where the 
man was drowning ; but the ground being under* 
mined with the wafhing of the water it immediate- 
ly gave way, his horfe and he were both tuipbled 
into the river, and they (hared the fate of the maa 
whom the King had attempted to fave. If this 
Monarch therefore gave no proof in his life of his 
zeal and aftivity to ferve his country, he left a 
l^nal evidence of his humanity at his death ; and 
this makes it probable, that it was not fo much 
Vol. II H his 
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NiALLhis fault, as the fault of the times, and owing to 
W- fbme untoward conjunfkures, that he did not exert 

himfelf (boner againft the common enemy. 

Mala- Hiftorians are not agreed about the (ucceflion of 
CH. I. ^^^ Monarchy on the death of Niall; finne of 
A. D. them faying that Turgesius ufurped the fove- 
846. reignty, and was proclaimed King of Ireland by 
■ his countrymen,, to whom the irifh fubmitted. 
Others are entirely filent on this event'; and in a 
regular fucceffion place Malachy the King e£ 
Nfeatlv nephew to the laft Connor, on the throne 
of Ireland. The laft appear to me to be moft in 
the right. For thpugh Turgesius might be 
proclaimed by the Danes and Eafterlings, and 
might aflTume the title of Monarch, nay though he 
might and certainly did, rule with a more defpotic 
and arbitrary fway than any M6narch that had gone 
before him, yet the Irifli moft certainly did not 
acknowledge his title • they paid no other obedi- 
ence than what was forced from them in the way 
of arms ; and they elefted Malachy for their 
fovereign. It muft be owned however that he 
was a fovereign little more than in name ; and 
the ufurper, who had been above thirty years in 
the country before he took the title of King, plun- 
dering anddeftroying the inhabitants without mercy, 
had no greater acceflion of authority from his royal 
ftation than he had before. The difference therefore 
between the hiftorians on this fubjedl is rather no- 
minal than real : and if Turgesius was Monarch 
only among the foreigners - as roy manufcript fays 
— yet the Irifti were held generally in the greateft 
fiibjecftion to him. * Ko fooner had this foreigner 
alTumed the royal authority,, which, from their at- 
tachment to the family of their ancient Kings, he 
knew would difguft the natives to the laft degree, 
than he drfpatcted meflengers to Norway to notify 
this event, and to defire^ii immediate augmentati- 
on 
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on of his forces that he might be able to fup|)ortM a- 
his pretenfidns. Nor was this precaution unneceC^^ACH. t 
fary. For* a people that \vere fo bravcl £tnd jealous - 
of their liberties as the Irilh were, could be kept 
under by nothing but a fupefidr force y when they 
faw thefe liberties trampled upon by foreigners, 
and their ancient fovereignty in the Milefian line 
wrefted out of their hands. 

The requeft that TuugeiSiu^ riiade to hisi 
eoufttryrtieri was fodri domplied with. A great 
•fleet or tranfports filled with regulai* troops waS 
fent from Norway, and landed on the wcflern 
coafl : and if the natives had reafon to domplairi 
before of the lofs of their property from thefe pii'a- 
tical Eaflerlings, they were now, deprived of their 
liberty. They were forced by droves like flieep 
into captivity ; and fuch as eicaped were obliged 
to retire, into woods and wildefnefles with their fa- 
milies, and lie expofed to the miferies of want and 
nak^dnefs, . in order to preferve themfelves from 
flavery/ The fea coafts \yere ravaged in the lame 
manner, by fending different parties round the 
ifland in their boats ; and' no words can paint out 
the various fpecies of mifery which the poor inha^ 
bitants underwent. • The cruelties of fire and 
fword, of rape and plunder, of violence and cap^ 
tivity^ were all united under the ufurpation of 
TuRGEsius. A government eftablifhed in this 
manneir, muft neceflarily overturn the laws and 
religion a6 well as the rights and liberties of the 
nation ; the only rule of adminiftration being the 
usurpers will, and that ufurper being a Pagan and 
a tyrant. This was in fadt the cafe at that time 
in Ireland. 'The churches and monafteries were 
defolated and confumed, the laws were a dead 
letter, and all religion and learning were fupprefl^ 
prbanilhed the ifland. 

Ha. Th« 
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Ma- The rpor^ warlike the fpirit of the Irij^h yras, 

LACH. I.^he more enthufiaftic tlieir attachment to the Mik- 
* fian line of Kings, and the more jealous they were 

of their libeities, the more their necks muft be 
galled with the oppreflive yoke of this ufurper. 
But even all this could not bring them to a foirit 
of union among theqfifelves ; and fadtion, wHjdi is 
always the difeafe of liberty, proved jnoijtal no\y 
and occaGoned its death. Particular Pxinces, it is 
true, fpirited up their tribes, and fought many 
times with great fuccefs againft their oppreflbrs : 
but thefe engagements were not the fruit; of united 
counfel, had in concert with each other ; and wer^- 
therefore niore properly (kitmifhes and rencounters, 
than general adions in defence of the ccMnnion 
caufe, and for the extirpation of their enemies ; 
and the event was anfwerable. For notwithftanidr 
ing thefe victorious battles over the Danes, the 
umrper flill poflefled the government, and the fate 
of. the country remained undecided : the lofs of 
their troops was continually fujpplied with frejh re- 
cruits from Norway, which were powered in upon 
them in great numbers, whilft the natives were 
diminilhing even with their fugcefles. The Irilh 
being at length difpirited and worn out, were b- 
bliged to yield themfelves vanquilhed, and to! Sub- 
mit to the tyranny of their Danifli matters; who 
ruled them indeed with a rod of iron, and/iiiade 
them tafte of the very dregs of lervitude.. 

But as much as the ancient fpirit of the Irifli 
was broke at home, through their own diffenfions, 
yet it fhone abroad at this time among their de- 
fccndents in North-Britain ; who, after a feri^s of 
ftruggles againft the Pidts, entirely routed tljem, 
\tndcr Keneth Mac Alpin, then the King'of Scot- 
land, This overthrow was fo complete, tliat no- 
ticing remained but the memory of that fierce and 
barbarous people, which had fo long flourifhed in 

Great- 
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Gf^at-Britain : and the Scots exchanged their Ma- 
Highlaridis For thebietter pirt of the prelent king-J-^cH. L 
ddm of Scotland. It is not therefore to be wonder- 
cd at, that Keneth (hould be had in reverence 
among them as a very iUuftrious Prince, and as 
one of the founders of their nionjarchy : and if 
Ireland had nor been deftined by prpvidence to be 
given up as a prey to fa£tion^ in order, as we may 
believe,' to tahie their fpirit of animofity and lir 
iientioiifnefs, the (arpe Scots, no doubt, would 
have affiited them to reftore the Irifti monarchy, 
under which their anceftors were nourilhed, to it3 
lifual vigour. But peace and profperity, which arc 
the bleffings of an united and religious people, 
were yfet at a grekt diflanpe fron) !thi;5 ilL-fated 
country. 

TukGESius having broyght the whole iflanij 
into fubje(ftion, he made it his next bufinefs to new 
model the Hate ; in order to fecure himfelf in the 
gpvernmient which he had obtained by force. 
Thu^ into every barony he put a Daniib JCing, 
where before there had been an Irifli one : for 
what we call Lords of the Manor, in thofe day^ 
they called Kings, as it hath been explainjsid in the 
Introduftioa Into every diftrift or parifh was 
placed a captain 6f war ; every ville had a ferr 
jeant, iid every houfe a foldien The Bifhdps and 
Clergy were for the moft part retreated into bogs 
and wildiernefles, into woods or fubterraneous caves, 
where they preferved their hiffiorical nionuments^ 
arid where they hid and lurked about like wild 
beads. Their country was no longer the ifland of 
Saints, nor the mart of literature to the reft of 
Europe. The men of learning had taken them- 
felves away to feek repofe in othei: countries ; as 
we may learn from a letter to the Emperor 
ChIrles the Bald, who gave them a kind recepti- 

Ji 3 on. 
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Ma- on. " Why dp I fpeak of Irelancl, fays the 
LACK. I. ^fitej-^ that whole nation almoft defpifmg the 
' danger of the fea^ refort to our coaft« with a nu- 

merous train of Philofophers, of whom the more 
famous abdicating their native foil, account them- 
felvcs happy under your favour, as the feryants pf 
the wife So^omon^" 

When the city of Ardmagh was facked, all the 
clergy, the religious, and the ftudents of that uni- 
verfity, were made prifoners by TyjiCESjus, and 
fhipped off for Limerick, then in the hands pf the 
t>ane&; and what v/as their fate jaft^r wards ^as 
never known/ In every church or mpnaftery that 
was not reduced to ^mes, and near the ruins of 
thpfe that were, ^ lay Danifh Abbot had his refi^ 
dence ; in order to cpUeft the revenues with which 
they were endowed. AH the book^ that coiald be 
met with they burnt or tore to pieces ^ the fchppls 
and feminarics of learning were (hut up or deftrpy- 
ed 5 and the inhabitants were not permitted to 
teach their children to read. Every bride vtsis o- 
bliged to lie the firft night after her marriage with 
the Danifh captain of the territory in which fhq 
lived ; but if (he was not to his tafte, he had a cer^ 
tain tax in moijey in Hep of her virginity, 

Thefe are only the outlines pf that cruel bon- 
dagC;, which the native Irifti were hei4 in by their 
Lords thje Danes : the particulars are ftill more 
fhocking and infupportable. It has already been 
taken notice of, that a foldier was quartered iq 
every houfe and cottage throughput the kingdom j 
but the reader has np idea of the miferics entailed 
upon every family by that regulation. Here w^s 
not only a fpy upon every adlion, every .word, and 
every look, but the foldier was alfo this ablblute 
matter of the hpufe, and of every perfon ip it. 
Not a chicken could be killed, not an egg, nor a 
little milkufed for any oncj till he was firft fatisfici' 
■ "~^ ■' . an( 
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and his leave obtained : and if he had a mind to Ma- 
lie with the wife or daughter, he mull not bede-^ACH. L 

nicd, left his refentnsient fhould difpoflefs them of 

all they had. Neither the criesof the infant, nor 
the wants of the difeafed, which required milk^ 
were in the leaft regarded by this brute ; .and he 
would oftentimes devour it wantonly, to create the 
greater diltrefs, and to enhance hi^ irjiumanity. 
Many of the Irifh at firii xefafed rto^compjy with 
thefe oppreflions ; but then t1>e foldiers of the • 
neighbouring houfes joining together, ijicy were 
dragged by violence to the guard, which they kept 
in every country ; and there imprifoned .and 
cruelly ufed 'till they had made fatisfadion to 
their guefts, whom they had oiFended by t^ieir diC- 
obedience. 

None of the gentry tjr nobiKtjy were allowed to 
wear any .clothes, but what the Danes had firft 
worn out and laid afide : the young ladies were 
not permitted to work at all with the needle ; and 
the tons of the Irifh chiefs were prohibited the ufe 
of arms, or to cKercife tbemfelves in any feats of 
activity or in martial fports ; left tjiey Ihould be 
qualified and tempted to fhake ^ofF the yoke of 
flavery now about their necks. Every mafter of a 
family throughout the ifland wa$ obliged to pay an 
annual tribute to the government of an ^unce of 
gold ; and if he was remifs i« the payment, 
whether through utter inability or not, he was 
punilhed with the lofs of his nofe ; which occafion- 
cd it to be called by tlie name of the Nofe Tax. 
In fhort, all the natives of every rank were pro^ 
hibited under the penalty of the fevereft fines ancj 
imprifonment, to make any public entertainments, 
or to ufe hofpitality among each other ; in order 
to prevent any caballing or contriving againft the 
government for the reftoration of their liberties. 

H 4 ^uch^ 
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Ma- SucI% and fo dreadful was die bondage in which 

LACH. I.the Iri(h were held by thefe barbarians ; but yet 
■ nothing could bring them to an union among than- 
felves. This is a condudt (o utterly incapable of 
any excufe, that if one might prefume to interpret 
the dark ways of Heaven, and to judge of things 
fo far above our reach, one would think that the 
miferies which fell upon this people through the 
favage cruelty of the Danes, were dealt out by 
providence as a juft return for thofe evils, which 
their everlafting contentions brought upon one 
another. Be this however as it might : the cxcefs 
of tyranny pradifed by I'urg^sius, at length 
roufed fome of thein from their defperation ; and 
by the event it was very evident, that it was not 
owing to the fuperior power, or ikill, or valour of 
thefe foreigners, that jhey trampled thus over the 
rights and liberties of the IriKh, but to their own 
fpirit of difcord ; and that they rather chofe to 
fufFer thcmfelves, than that thofe whom they hated 
fliould not be jniferablc. 

In one of thofe Dani(h raths or forts already 
mentioned, TuRCESius'hgd built a palace for his 
refidence ; which was not far from the palace of 
Ma ^ ACHY the King of Meath, and the rightful 
Monarch of Ireland. As he would Ibmetimes con- 
defcend to vifit and to be entertained by his bro- 
ther King, he became acquainted wldi the perfon 
of one of his daughters, who was extremely beauti- 
ful : and he demanded her for his pleafure. The 
King endeavoured to perfuade him that there were 
many young ladies in his family or his neighbour- 
hood, of much greater beauty than his daughter, 
^nd which he did not doubt would pleafe him better. 
The paffions of the tyrant had been ftrangers to any 
denial ; and as he was miich enflamed with a de- 
fire for the Princefs whom he had fcen, he declared 
his refolution to take her away, and poflefs her, 
. • As 



n 
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Asmuchas MaLachy was ftung widi this tc^ma- 
folution, smd determined in himfelf to fi-uft^ate it^tAcH. I. 

he had prefence of mind and command ewc^ugh o- 

ver his temper, to iinodier ills re&ntmefit ^t tb^t 
time ; and to feem even pleafed with an honour 
which his heart abhorred as the fouleft itifsitny. 
With equal artifice aiiddrflimulation he perfuiided 
the brutal tyrant to believe, that the yielding up 
hiB.da;i^hticr to the embraces of fo grdat a King, 
whole friendihip it w^uld enfure him^ wa^ a thing 
to be rather pleafed with than diflikcd : but fince 
the inclinationsof TuKOEsit5S lay to the pleafures 
of the bed, he was defirousthey (hould be gratified 
with greater beaut}^ than his daughter had to boaft 
of : and therefore if he liked the ptopofiiJ, Ma- 
la chy would fend her at a certain hour the nes^t 
evening, accompanied with fifteen other blooming 
virgins,' the meanefl: of which flioiild furpafs his 
daughter in beauty : out of tbefe when they were 
all befo9^ him, and taking the opitii^n of ibmt of 
the moft (kilful among his Lords, he might feleft 
his .game as he pleafed : if the Princefs then, 
(hould be moft agreeable to him, (he was not too 
g9od to be at his (efvice ; but if any odier ftiould 
prefume upon his leavings, Malachy hoped he 
would remember whoTe child (he w^^ 

The lacivious Dane was not only fatisfied, but 
extrenaeiy delighted with this propoCal ; and was 
lavilhin his thanks and praifes'toMALACkV for 
the OMitrivance* He was then goii!ig to Dublin to 
a convention of his chiefs upon affairs of (late j 
in order ftill further to defeat the hopes of the na- 
tives, to defend the country from other invaders, 
and to perpetuate the fu<x«flion to the government 
of the ifland among themfelves. As foon as the 
bufinefe was fini(hed, aind the C(j>uncil had been en- , 
tertained, the ufurper feleded fifteen of the com- ^ 
pany who were his grcateft favourites, to whom he 

commu- 
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Ma- communicated this intrigue ; and to whom he 
LACH. I.proraifed to facrifice a beautiful young virgin if 
- they would go with him to his palace. The pro- 
polal was not made with greater pleafure than ic 
was accepted ; and they all repaired to the court 
ofTuRGEsius with great impatience. 'Themindof 
Malachy, though for very different realbns, was 
not lefs at reft. Nothing was further from his inten- 
tion, than the delivering up* his daughter, who was 
ihdeed extremely beautifiil, to gratify the luft of 
this libidinous Dane ; and yet he knew his own 
life muft not only pay the forfeit of his refu&l, but 
that his daughter muft alfo ftill be the prey of his 
brutal appetite. What did he do therefore in this 
dilemma, but refolve upon an attempt, which, if 
it mifcarried, would leave them in no worfe fi- 
tuation than they were in before ; and if it fucceed- 
ed — as he had great reaibn to hope it would — muft 
rid him for ever of this fav^e tyrant, whom it 
would facrifice to the vic^ence of his own luft. 

Accordingly he got together fifteen of the 
.tnoft lovely fair young men in his territories, on 
whofe fpirit and refolution he could depend ; and 
after communicating the fecret of his purpofe to 
them, and taking their engagement to execute it 
to his willi, they were all attired like young ladies, 
and every one armed with a fhort (harp fword un- 
der their robe. He" then inftruded them in the 
part they were to a6t, and ailured them that he 
would follow with his guard at a little diftance to 
fecond and fupport them in what ftiould remain to 
be done. Thus accoutred and difciplined, the 
Princefs and her companions went at the hour ap- 
pointed to the Danifh palace ; where they were no 
fooner arrived, than they were condudted to the 
apartment where the Monarch and his aflbciates 
were waiting to receive them. In order to difguft 
die ladies as little aspoflible with their appearance^ 
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all their arms were left below ; and their outward Ma- 
air of complacency and fatisfa<Stion, kept equal lac h»L 

pace with the inward pleafure that employed their 

minds. 

But the Princefe and her retinue were inlpired 
with a love of another kind^ a love of liberty and 
their country ^ which they were refoived to redeem, 
or to perilh in the attempt. Thus the one fide 
thought of nothing but exceffive dalliance and in- 
dulgence of defire ; and the other was prepared 
for aflaflination. Accordingly when Turgesius 
had compared the Princefs with her train, and em- 
braced her as a token of the choice he made, they 
one and all drew their fwords at the fame inftant, 
and put every one of the Danes to death ; except 
the tyrant himfelf, who, according to their inftruc- 
tions, was bound with cords they had brought 
concealed for that purpofe. The fignal was th^n 
given out of the window, as it had been agreed 
upon, to Malachy and his guards ; who broke 
into the fort fword in hand, and, giving no quar- 
ter, the officers and foldiers fell promifcoufly in 
the carnage, and riot one efcaped to tell their fate. 
The revenge of the Irifh being thus fully fatiated 
for the prefent,, Malachy made it his firft bufi- 
nefs to feek vout and triumph over the ufurpcr. 
Having upbraided him with a fhort narration of his 
monftrous cruelties, his many rapes and murders, 
and a general ftate of his opprcffion and tyranny, 
he ordered him to be heavy loaded with irons, and 
to be dragged along in his proceffion to grace the 
vidory. / 

No fooner was this fuccefe over the Danes made 
known out of the fort, but it fpread like fire over 
the ifland : and the news could not be quicker, than 
was the rcfolution of the Irifh to throw off the yoke 
which had lb long enflaved them. As foon afi the 
Danes underftood that their King was taken, prifon- 

er. 
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Ma- ir, the prittclpal Mobility flailj^tered, no quarter 
tACH. I. any \9h€tt given, and thcnifelves without a leiader, 
* they'bfecame in their turn difpirited : and as though 

the genius oFTurgesius had been the charm that 
had eSalted his own counttymen and depretied the 
Irifli, no iboner was it broken by his irnpriftJninent, 
than the Eferies loft all their courage ; and the na- 
. tives, like men awakened out of a dream of flavery, 
were atnazed to find themfelves the cbnqXierors. 
Such of the Danifti iiivaderis as lived near the 
coafts, betook themfelves to their (hipping with all 
pt^ible expedition, arid left the iflahd. But thofe 
who had poflefled Aemfelves of the inland country, 
were obliged to retreat into their cities and fortifi- 
ed places to fecure themfelves by their numbers. 
This rcJtifeat hdwever availed them nothing. The 
IfiQi hsld now recovered their priftine 'fpirit j and 
a^ though it had acquired ftrength from lying dor- 
ifiant, it every where burft out With a double fury. 
The towns and forts where the Dai^is had taken 
(helter were aflaulted and ftorraed with rage rather 
thin valour ; the woods and wildern^ffes, in which 
othcirs had concealed themfelves when the Irifh 
quitted them, were cleared of their new inhabi- 
tants with an unrelentirig vengeance : no folitudc 
nor flight was able to protedt them from an enemy 
Whom they hid enraged with the vileft treatment : 
in fhort, the Irilh were deterniined to make ufe of 
this opportunity to extirpate thefe barbarians at 
once out of the land, to complete the revolution, 
and to eftibitih their government upon its antient 
footing. 

When the ufurper had been kept fome time in 
fetters, in order to punifli his haughty fpirit, and 
to make hith a witnefs to the miferies of his 
countrymen, he was drawn to Lochannin by the 
command of MaLachy, amidft thoufandsof fpec- 
tators cKulting in his fate, and, bound as he was, 
— thrown 
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th^rown in, and drowiied. Thus ended thp life of Ma- 
tfc^e' ^cfUjCfeid tyrant Tu.rgp.sius, after perpetratr^-^^^- ^« 
ing 2^ fefies <pf cruelties % many years abhprreijif^''""^ — ^ 
to our nature : kaving ^n exan^J^ ta the wodd, 
how: mifcf able and uqex;pe£led their fate often i?, 
who cpafulti^g nothipg but . their interefl apd tl\e 
gratificatipq of thjsir {)^0.ion^, tbinlj^biy cunning qx 
violencp to eftaUith th^tpfelves in their poxyer aojd 
greatnef?. . .The. fw!l '^l^P^ipd^r ^i ^he , J^nes, 
who,cQ;uJ4 ;nei,ther faye tbepifelves by f^ig^ht nor by 
tljeiy y^lpur^ were reduped to the i^c(A^ty of begging 
quarter, andi of promifing to become obe;dienf: anfi 
xifejful ffryj^pts to the Iri^Jb : and the^ pes^eof the 
country l??ing now li^cui;edft ^n4 the fury of the 
inbabf tants in a greaf nj^a,fure abated by .tbc^e:?^- 
cutipn qftbeUfurper^ aij4 by the flaughteroji: the 
flight of the greateil part of his m? n,> tljief^ few 
w^re r,eceive4 to mercy ; and b^eing difiirmed^ their 
lives wf re igarcA 

Whether Malachy w:as elqfted^ Mpnajrch of a, d^ 
Ireland on the death of Ni all, as the mod cprreft 8«;q. 
and the greateft part o£ the; hiftorjans fay, of 
wh^th^r 3ie Irilh being thep oyewun. ajj^ int^W- 
dattxJ by the Danes, made np ele<^ipn of a MoP;arch, 
bfltfubmittp^to TuRGEsius who ufuf ppd; th^ gp- 
vemment^ as others lay,, yet it is on ^Jhaji^s al- 
lowed,, that he was the Monarch at the revolution 
brpug^^ al?opt by the ufurper'Sj deatl;i. He was 
King of Meath at the tinie when Ni a LL.the Second 
died; apd though he might.be eLedted Mopj^r^h^ 
he told , it not in his power to afli|me the fovereignty, 
and continued ftill in his former ftatiqn.; which 
migl^t occafion this difference- among, the hiftoriaps, 
as 1 have faid before. But, as it is agreed, ths^t; he 
was ackhpwledspd tp be the Monarch of Ireland at 
thedrovvQiijigpi TuRGEsius^ and the. expuliion of 
tb5^Pape% fp at that time we find hirp, taking, the 

reins 
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Ma- reins of government into his hatids, aflembling the 
LACK. I.ftates of the kingdom in a general conviention, and 
" refettling the conftitutrori upon its ancient footing. 

In this convention, the Lords and Princes, and 
provincial Kings, were each reftored to their juriC- 
didkion : and though they could not recover all 
their trcafures of gold ^nd filver, and jewels, the 
fpoils of many foreign Princes brought home to 
Ireland through many hundred years by their pre- 
deceflbrs, yet every private perfon was reftored to 
his land and cattle, and the ftate recovered its 
civil policy. 

The reader will perhaps imagine, that they had 
feen fo many inftances of the fatal efFedls of their 
diflenfions, that they Ihould have refolved hence- 
forward, by common confent, to lay afide their 
animofities, and to eftablifli peace and harriiony. 
Indeed they had not only had experience of the 
evils introduced by a tyrannous enemy; through 
their diflenfions, but they had alfo feen foniething 
of the comforts of mutual love and friendfhip, 
during the thirteen years of the ufurpation, and 
which their common calamities, by a natural 
confequence, had eflfefted. The arts of peace at 
home, and commerce abroad, had in fome fort 
been cultivated by their enemies ; who 'were not 
unacquainted with trade, and with other countries.. 
Hence they faw the folly and madnefs of their an- 
' ceftors, in employing their time and ftrength in 
cutting one anothers throats, which they might 
have employed fo niuch more to their own glory, 
and the- public good, in fitting out (hips, extending 
their commerce with foreign nations, and in fe- 
curing their country by fleets and fortifications 
againft all invaders. Though their late fubjedlioii 
had been intolerable, yet they could not -avoid per- 
ceiving the advantages which ^rofe from com* 

merce, 
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merce, and from reft and tranquillity to the com- Ma* 
munity : and in fadkwe are told, that henec they^ACH-X 

began to relifti a life of quietnefs, to diflike their 

former ftate of turhulency and contention, to con- 
fider the danger of an open country ready to call 
in an enemy, and to wifh there was lefs difcord,, 
and more ftrcngth and order^ in each other's do- 
minion. 

Had thefe wife confiderations had their due eflffeft, 
and been carried into execution, the evils of their 
late fubj.e£tion would have, produced a real good 
to the nation. But the irifb were not a people to 
be taught even by thetr own experience ; or to 
fpeak perh^s with more propriety, neither the 
lofe of their wealth, of their blood, of their* learn- 
ing, of their religion, and their liberty ^ neither 
the deftrudtion of their provinces and conftiturtion ; 
neither the terrors of men, nor the judgments. ©£ 
heaven^, could fubdue in thefe people their natural 
difpofition to quarrelling and contention for the 
fake of power, and perfuade them to public con- 
cord. It was not however, till forae little trme 
after the reftoratron of their governinenr, that 
any opportunity for contenticwi offered.: and this 
time, which Ihould have been fpent in providing a 
naval force, in repairing the Danifti fortifications 
which in the height of their fury they had demo* 
liftied, or in er eding new ones on their coafts, they 
wafted either in eafe which was unmanly,, or in ex- 
crcifes which were unprofitiable. Nay, they would 
not be at the trouble fo much as of guarding their 
fea ports, which were their principal defence a- 
gainft invaders ; but employed their late van- 
qui (bed enemies to whom they had given a pardon, 
and who were retained in their pay, to be their 
guar4 in thofe places that were of the firft impor- 
tance. Who then can wonder, that a people thtis 

infatu- 
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Ma- infatuated, and not to be taught wifilom by Go 
L ACH. L or Mao, fhould be again expofed to the calaixitti< 

they had before endured ! 

The.D4nes had had fuch a tafte of the riches anc 
fertility of the ifland, that though they had beezi 
driven out by the valour and murttal fortitude of 
the natives, * yet they could not help entertaining 
hopes, by fome means or other, of regaining a fet-^ 
tlement among the Irifh. After many confuitati- 
ons among the chiefs to thispurpofe, it was at M 
agreed to fend a fleet of (hips in the way of traffick, 
with goods and merchandife of various forts, with* 
out any appearapce of hoftile force or inflxumeott 
of war ; hut yet under the conduft of three of 
their beft Generals, and with a fufficient nuoifaer 
of arms concealed, which might be ready when 
occafion offered. The projedt being thus concert* | 
ed, was inunediately put into execution ; and the 
author. of the. Polychronicon giivesthis account of 
the expedition. ^^ After the death<f Tuncxsiup) 
the three brothers, Amelancs^ Cyracus, and 
Imoru^, went in a peaceable nnanner from the 
ports of Norway ; and under the pretence of ex* 
ercifing trade and commerce as merchants, they 
arrived with their followers on the ifknd, aod 
with theconfent of thelrifli, who had given them 
upas an inadive people, they occupied the. mari- 
time places, and built the cities of Waterford, 
Dublin, and Limerick : but their numbers, encrear 
fiiig daily, they often infulted and difturbed. the 
natives." Left the reader fhould be mifled by this 
account, it may be proper to let him know, that 
thefe cities had been built many years before this 
expedition * but having been burnt down or 
facked in the firft Danifh war, as it is called, the 
meaning here mu^ft be, that they were re-ediiioi 
out of their ruins. 

It 
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It is plain from the teftimony of this author, Ma- 
that the Norwegians by this device, and under the^^cH.L 
condudk of thefe officers in the difguife of mer- 
chants, had made the Irilh the inftruments of their ' 
own deftruftion. For the]^ not only obtained 
fetdements in the beft parts of the ifland for their 
purpofe, but they gradually improved them by 
making frelh acquifitions continually, 'till they 
had it in their power to difpute the whole with 
the natives, and oftentimes to enflave them. This 
is called by the hiftorians the fecond Danilh war ; 
and if it is not called fo with impropriety, yet 
it was a war which was made up of many wars, 
and which continued near a hundred and fifty 
years^— fome peaceable intervals excepted-^before 
they were all extinguiftied. For the country from 
whence thefe foreigners fwarmed, whether called ^ 
Norway or Denmark, or by the more general name 
of Scandinavia, was, an inexhauftible ftbre both of 
men and (hipping : and enabled them confequently 
to bear up under all defeats, and to extend their 
commerce to the mpft diftant countries. But thefe 
advantages would not have enabled them to fub- 
due the Iriih, if the Iriflb themfelves had not aC- 
fifted tbemi by thei^own diflenfions. J*or while 
the petty Princes were contending againft and tear- 
ing each other to pieces for trifles, the Danes took 
the opportunity of their being thus weakened j 
and fubduing the vidor and the vanquifhed, 
forced each of them to confefs their fuperior 
power, and own them for their mafters. 

They had not lived long in peace and plenty, 
and in the enjoyment of their liberty, before 
their natural difpofition to feuds and animofities 
broke out again and . carried all before it. The 
fame contefts prevailed about the government of a 
province, a barony or diftridt, as heretofore ; and 
were in the fanae jnariner decided by the longeft 

Vol. II. I fword. 
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Ma- {word. A ftate of order and tranquillity was not 
1.ACH. I. natural to their form of government, and thercFore 
' could not be of long continuance, A Ipirit of re- 
venge countenanced by their la^s as well as theii* 
manners, foon occ^onM eruptions of inteftine 
difcord and aninrjofity. This in (hort was the ru-* 
ling paffion of thefe people j and no confiderations 
whatever could get the better of it. We have 
feen how they fell into the '(hare of the Norwegians, 
at the recovery of their liberties from the fame fort 
C3f men : and as though this was not giving their 
enemies advantage enough againft them/ they 
foon after added this of quarrelling with one an- 
other fword in hand. Thefe advantages were no 
fooner given than taken ; the Norwegians poflefled 
themfelves 'of all the fea ports and fortified places ; 
all the foreign trade of the ifland was chiefly carried 
on by them ; and the infatuated Irilh gave them no 
difturbance. Some of their old neighbours the 
Danes being informed of this fuccefs, renewed 
their attempts on fome parts of the ifland on the 
old fcore of plunder : the oppofition they met with 
from the old inhabitants was feeble and fruitlefs 5 
but harafling the infant city of Dublin and the ter- 
ritories adjacent, in which the Norwegians were- 
equally, if not principally, concerned, it was 
more their bufinefs than that of the Iri(b, to flop 
their progrefs and drive them out. 

A feleft body of troops was therefore got toge- 
ther as faft as poflible, with which they marched 
againft the Danes and offered them battle. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody battle en- 
fu6d ; the Irifli being entirely neutral. The Danes 
at laft obtained the viftory ^ the Norwegians were 
defeated with the lofs of their beft forces, and a 
thoufand men were left dead in the field. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs, the Danes loft no time 
in improving their victory j they difpoflefled their , 

enemy, 
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enemy^ andldnvil]g.thfem dut of the illand, took Ma- 
their ftations and their wealth together. After ^-^^^ 
this they turned their aims againft the natives, 
in order to ftcure what they had poflefled themfelves 
of, as well as to acquite the fame authority over the 
Irifli as their predeceffi>rs had enjoyed ; and they 
fucceeded iA both* Im as they tetd gained fuch 
a hap^y fettlement in the fertile lands of Ireland, 
it was looked upon ai^ a ptc^ifion for a Prince of 
the houfe of Dehmark : and accordingly one of 
them came to take the command of all the Danes 
difperfed throughout the ifland. Amelanus was 
the name of this royal chief ; and he had no fooner 
put himfelf at their head, than he fought the na- 
tives who had revolted, with great advantage, im- 
pofed heavy contributions, and reduced them to 
a ftate;of fervitude. # 

The nativtes, being wearied at length with thefe 
oppreffions, law.the neceflity of uniting together to 
(hake them off Very great pains had been taken 
by one Eagna, a religious, notwithftanding thid 
convifition, to bring about#an union fufficient to 
this purpofe ^ fo great an animofity fubfifted at 
that tithe, between jfome of the Princes of the 
ibuthem, and the inhabitants of the northern half 
of the ifbnd. A truce however having been agreed 
upon, the. Monarch Malachy iffued out his 
fummons for a general convention of the States of 
the kingdom. It required no long deliberation to 
prevail upon themfelves to follow the good old 
man's advice : and as the King of Oflbry had be- 
haved himfelf with petulance and rudenefi to him, 
as it may be fuppofed, when Eagna attempted to 
perfiiade him to this union — for I can fee no other 
rcaftMi.for the refolution— it was refolved that he 
(hould not only make a fubmiffion to the Prieft, 
who had laboured this fxiint with unwearied dili- 
gence, but alfo that the King of Oflbry and the 

la fon 
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Ma- ion of the King of Mimfter, (hould conclude ^ 
LACH. I. peace wfth the northern half of the ifland ; that 
- they might all of them be at liberty tor unite thehr 

forces againft the common enemy* it is Arange, 
that any pains (hould be neceflary to atcompUfh fuch 
an union in their circumftances ; and not leis 
ilrange, that one *man od!^ (hould be: found, of 
public fpirit and good fenfe enough to Jproje^i and 
undertake it Butf it -feems £> it was ; and we can 
have no pretence to cfifbclieve or belfurpriEed at itf, 
in this country, where every body's biafinefs is 
thought to be no body's ; and where in(ian6es of 
this fort, in matters of great importance too, have 
very often happened. But to return to Ireland. 

In purfuance of the refolution agreed upon in 
the convention above-mentioned, but not before 
the King of Mun{l# had been ftoned to death by 
the Danes, the Monarch having raifeda very pow- 
erful firmy marched ^ainft them, and gave a (ignal 
overthrow to the Danes in battle, thofe efpecially 
who were quartered in and about DubKn, in which 
the greateft part of th^m were flain. Ma l achy 
lived but a fhort time to enjoy the fruits of his vic- 
tory ; and of his throne he can fcarce be faid to havd 
had any enjoyment. For during the firft thirteen 
years, he was rather the flaVe ofTtiROESfus than 
the fovereign of a kingdom, and the. three years of 
his reign fince the death of that tyrant, had been 
full of diftradtion through the frequent attempts and 
fuccefles of his enemies, and the tumultuary diflen-* 
fions of his own fubjefts. In all probability, if he 
had lived a little longer, as the peace of his king" 
dom was then eftablifbai, for a time at leaft, he 
might have proved as fufccefeful againft the Prince 
of Denmark, as he had been againft* the Nor- 
wegian tyrant and his followers. He appears to 
have been a man of equal courage and ability; 

and the Irifti wanted nothing but an union under 

fuch 
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filch a leader to defeat thek enemies, as the "event Ma- 
l?ad made it appear. Let me not be mift^ken, as^^^^* J> 

imagining tliittlje Irifli were never to be vanquifh- ^ 

cd with equal numbers : I only mean, that iq 
fighting with equ^l numbers againft an enemy, 
jand not againft each other, their martial fortitude, 
or more properly their martial fury, would gene- 
rally obtain the yidtory j and yet the Danes were 
not wanting in valour and intrepidity. But there 
^as fomething in the military genius of the Irifh, 
to be better conceived "perhaps than expreffed, 
which, if not overpowered by numbers, for the 
ipofi part gave them the fuperiority. 

Hugh the Sixth, the fon of :Niall the Third,HuGM 
who had been King of Temoria, afcended the VI. A. D, 
throne on the death- of Ma l achy, and poffefled863, 
it fixteen years. Whether the union of tne king^ 
dom was diflblved by the death ^of the Monarch, 
and theeledion of his fueceflbr, which is not impro- 
bable, we are uninformed. My reafons for think- 
ing it nbt improbable that the union was then diC- 
folved, are not only the natural difpofition of the 
Irifh, and their almoft conftant prailife to quarrel 
on fuch an event, but alfo becaufe we find in a 
fhort time after, a battle was engaged in againft 
the Danes with a Prince of M^ath at the head of 
the Irifh, in which the Prince and moft of his 
people were cut to pieces. This perhaps might be 
only a rencounter inftead of a battle, though Ame* 
LANUS iti faid to command the Danes ^ or the 
Irifh might be furprized and fet upon in their 
march, and fo be obliged to engage whether they 
would or no. But be all this as it might, for it is 
all conjecture, Amelanus immediately after this 
engagement, tranfported his forces into Scotland ; 
and, according to the fafhion of his country, plun- 
dering the inhabitants, and making many of them 
prifoners, he returned to Ireland with a great booty. 

i^ If 
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Hugh If the union had b^n diflblved on the death of 
^* MalachY) it feems now again to have been re- 
" vived : at leaft we find the ^Monarch at* the head 
of a nuoieroua army attacking the Danes ip a pitch«> 
ed battle in Ulfter. All the fprces on each (ide 
tpmk <o have been collected on this occafion ; and 
as the engagement was ^ener^l, fo likewife was the 
defeat The foreigners were routed with the lofs 
of twelve hundred (lain in the field of battle i and 
the heads of forty of their chief officers wese 
brought away in triumph. The remainder of the 
army, who were not wpuivded or taken prifoner^ 
retreated to their fortifications : hither >the Irilh 
purfued them) and being fluOied with their laft 
vi£tory, attacked and beat them ; recoveringall 
the fpoils and plunder which they had made. The 
palace of Am e^ an us built in one of their Raths, 
was fet on fire bv fome of the natives, and quite 
confumed : but during the confufion which the 
fire put the garriibn into, the Iri(h foldiers attacked 
them with fuch incredible fury, that very few 
efcaped ; and a hundred of their principal officer; 
.were numbered among the flain. 

Am EL ANUS hiinfelf lived to revenge on the Irifli 
this general rout of his whole army ; by one of 
thofe adtions approved in the art of war, but in 
which valour, or manly fortitude have no ftiare. 
As the Irifli army were returning home from their 
victory, in feparate bodies, he laid an arabufcade 
for one of them. In which two thoufand were fui'- 
prized, and either killed or >younded, or taken 
prifoners. After this, he marched with all this 
forces he had left (o Ardm^h ; and plundering 
that city and its environs, with all the rage of an 
incerifed and difappointed enemy, they went off 
in hafte tp their (hips, and left the illand. There 
^s nothing inore faid of the Monarch Hugh, but 
^at he die4 ^ natural death ; and as we hear no 

^ ipore 
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more of the Oftmen or Danes in Ireland for fevcn Hugh 
years, and the country was returning apace to its ^l* 
ufual ftate, fo we are come now to a proper con-' 
clufion of this book, which has treated of nothing 
but the calamities of war zpd difcord. 

The eqclefiaftical hiftory of this country, during 
that period, affords no other views but of ruined 
monafteries, churches d^npolilhed, and negledted ^ 
difcipline. It is therefore no wonder that we meet 
with fo little matter relati^^^ to church or ftate. 
For the grcateft Mrt of the monafteries, where 
the memoirs of all tranfkftions were ^ejpdited^ 
having been demoUftied, the hiftorians who have 
wrote of thefe difaftrous times, have moft of them 
wrote from memory or tradition 5 gr ^t leaft with- 
out the afliftance of fuch original memoirs. But in.- 
deed the clergy being defpoiled of what was in- 
tended for their fabfiftcnec, they were obliged to 
quit their function, and to turn to the cxercife of 
grms that they might defend their country : and 
therefore if fo happened, that there were very few 
men of learning whofe labours could afford uis 
any real light Such a prodigious change had tlie 
calan)itie$ of fo ^ong ^ w.ar produced in the hOk 
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BOOK IX. 

Flam. /V S great a figure as theDanes and Eafter- 
A, d! /-\ I^^gs h^^^ made in Ireland, for almoft an 
Syp. ' JL JL hundred years pafl, yet die time was come 
at laft, when it pleaied God to give fome rcr 
fpite to the Irilh from thefe favs^e enemies. Hu g h 
the Sixth faw this €ffedted, but he did not live long 
enough to enjoy the fruits of it ; and Flan, the 
fon of Malachy, who had been King of Temoria, 
aftended the throne on the death of Hugh, The 
crown was fcarce fixed on the head of Flan, be- 
fore he found it neceflary to raife an army and in- 
vade the province of Munfter. Whence arofe this 
ligceflity, or what it was that fliould induce a Mo- 
narch, as foon as he was elected, to invade one of 
his provinces, is one of thofe events among many 
others, which annaliil^ have not given thiemfelyes 
the trouble of recording ; and which their pofterity 
therefore can only guefs at One would think by 
the revenge that was taken, if we were not a little 
ScquaiBted with the fpiri^ of that people/ that the 

/ ' provo- 
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provocation muft have been very ^ great: for the Flan, 
provincial troops of Munfter, being either un-' 
prepared to refift the attack, or being unwilling 
to oppofc the Monarch, the whole country, it is 
faid, lay expofed to the fury of the royal army ; 
which, after they had plundered the inhabitants, 
carried many of them away into captivity. No 
fooner therefore was the ifland cleared of its 
foreign enemies, than the natives returned to their 
old inveterate cuftorn of being a plague to one 
another. Nor was this which hath been mention- 
ed the only inftance of it. Donold, one of their 
chiefs, was treacheroufly aflaflinated by fome of 
his pretended friends ; and the King of Ulfter was 
murdered in an inhuman manner by his own fubr 
je£ts, which pccafioned great diflurbances and 
bloodfhed in the province. 

But all thefe animofities were at length happily ter- 
minated 5 and a fettled peace and tranquillity all oyer 
the ifland for fome years enfued. The Archbiftiop ^ 
of GaftieV, Cormac MAcCuiLLENAif, commonly 
called the holy CoR MAC, was atthistime inpoflet 
fion of the crown of Munfter ; and to the pious care 
and abilities of this King, all the hiftorians have 
attributed the happincfs which Ireland then enjoy^ 
ed. Whether this is attributed to him juftly, and 
without partiality, may, I think, admit of a qiiet 
tion. The Monarch of Ireland, it is probable, was 
as much employed in bringing about a reconcilia- 
tion among the contending parties ; as he had cer- 
tainly more authority, and was interefted more in 
a general peace than Cormac : but then he was 
not an Archbiftiop as well as a King ; and confe- 
quently the Monkifti writers would not befo much 
inclined to celebrate his praifes as thofe of the holy 
Cormac. But to whomfoever it was owing, the 
jfland being delivered from inteftine difcord as 
well as foreign enemies, it wore a face of profpe- 
jrity which it had not done for many years before. 

The 
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FtAH, The lands were cyery where cultivated aQ4 raa- 
~— — nured, and yielded crops in great plenty ; the 
churches, abbies, and other religious hou&s, be- 
gan to be repaired dr rebuilt : niany academies 
and fehools of learping were again opened, for the 
education of youth in arts and iciences as well as 
languages : tneir former mileries began to be for- 
gotten by the inhabitants, and no other profjpeft 
appeared than of a general happinefs throughout 
' the land. 

But this was too ^reat a blefling for the people 
of Ireland long to enjoy : and notwithflanding tlv 
praifes which are given to Holy Coi^mac by the 
old hiftorians, it is eafy to fee that they are much 
exaggerated ; for if he was the qnly peribn who 
had the merit of bringing about the tranquillity a* 
bovermentioned, to him muft be a(cribe4 the 
blame of being the firft that overturned it, The 
reader has been told already, that the charad^rs 
of King and Prieft were united in the perfon o^ 
CoRMAC : and fo general a peace prevailing over 
the ifland, that he had no opportunity of making a 
JBigure in his I^ingly character, he determined to 
do fomething extraordinary as an Archbiftiop. He 
propofed therefore to celebrate the fcaft of Eafter, 
which was approaching, with great Hate and mag- 
nificence at his palace of Calhel t and to this end 
)ie difpatched a mefienger to the inhabitants of the 
territory adjoining to it, demanding a fufficient 
^ quantity of provifion fpr his table and retinue 
during his ilay at Caihell, upon that occafion. But 
the inhabitants being ftrangers to fuch a demand, 
and though they might not have objedlcd to enter-? 
tain him as their Archbiftiop, with fuch a Tnodeft 
and humble train as is neceflary to that chara(5ler, 
yet the royaj dignity required more expcnce than 
they chofe to undergo for his reception ; and they 
gave a ^at genial tq his denied, The tt{he of 
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Dalgais belonging to bis province, and who iKcre ^f'^^y 
very renowned in.arnas, diftinguilhed their loyalty 
upon this ocgafipn. For they no fooner he^jrd of 
this uncivil ufage of their ^ing^ di^n they ^ent in 
the provifion which was neceflary for the fupport 
of his royal dignity whilft he ftaid ^t C;^fbell ^ an4 
which was received with great apknowledgnients. 

To this free gift perhaps it was Qwing, that 
CoRM AC in his Pialter hath taken occ^fion to cele- 
brate the extrisiordinary valour of this tribe of the 
Dalgais. The Pfalter of this* poetical, King and 
Archbiftiop, Coiima^ Cuili^enan, is quotafi by 
Keating as ftill extant ; and it particularly fing$ 
the^praifes of this martial Clan, as making the 
van-2uard of the army of Munfter, in all it? 
marcnes and attacks againft th|s enemy, but in ii^ 
retreat forming the rear : in ihort, though they 
were as meek and merciful as Saints, fays tbe 
Poet, yet they were of courage not to be fuhdued. 
it may be proper to acquaint the reader, that by a 
younger branch the Princes of thefe people were 
the defcendents of Olioll Of-UM, Who had the 
country of Thomond for their pofTeffionj^ and who 
always took up arms in defence of the Kings of 
Munfter, againft any other provincial troops, an4 
particularly againft the army of the northern half 
of the kingdom. There were twelve Gantreds in the 
djvifion belonging to the crown of Thcmiond, and 
their territories extended to the walls of Caftiell. 

The King of Munfter having* niet with the re- 
fufal above-mentioned, from the people of EagSr 
nach, in the neighbourhood of his See of Gafhell, and 
fubjedts in his prqvince, was determined to try their 
affedtion to hi m upon another occafion. Another meC- 
fenger was therefore fent jto them, to defire they 
would aflift him with Kttne of their beft arms and 
horfes, in order to enable him 4}t make fuch prefents 
io-the ftrangers who (hould repair to his court, as 
^ ' were 
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Flak, were not unbecoming his own dignity, or un- 
- fuitablc to their 4cfert, The meflcngcr was in- 
ftru£ted alfo to inlinuate to them, that as thej 
muft be fenfible of the obligations which they 
lay under to him, and had not yet paid him the 
uiual compliments on his acceflion to the croMoi of 
Munfter, fo the King had aflured himfelf of their 
pompliance with this requeft. 

What thefe obligations, or thefe ufual complin 
ments wcrc^ we arc not informed : but it is plain, 
th^t the King thought one way upon this occafion, 
and the people another. For though they did not! 
abfolutely give a denial to this demand, as they had 
done to the former, yet their compliance fell little 
{hort of a refufal. They looked out all the batter- 
ed mean arms they had) and the moil difabled ufe- 
lefs horfcs that could be found ; which they fent to 
the coyrt of Q)r mac. The loyal tribe ^of the Dal- 
gais refcnted this affront as they had done the 
other ; and colledting fome of their fineft horfes 
and furniture, with a great quantity of arms, and 
ibme jewels, which they had fevcd or taken from 
the Danes, made prcfents of them to their King. 
No wonder that Corm ac in his poetical compofc 
tipps fliould mention this people with refpedl and 
hoiiourr and it is as -little to be wondered at, 
that the Monkifh writers of that time (hould do all 
that was in their power to illuftrate the charadter 
of this royal Prelate, who appears to haye been a 
great friend to their order. 

But altholigh thefe hiftorians reprefent him un- 
der all the favourable circiimftances that they can, 
as a juft and learned Prince, whom fortune favour- 
ed in all her undertakings, whom his enemies 
dreaded, and whom his fubjedts almoft adored, 
yet they have let flip fo many particulars of another 
fort as go a great wiy in deftroying the high opi- 
nion they feem to defire we (hould conceive of hira. 

The 
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The principal nobility and gentry of bis province Flan. 
^dvifed bin), it is faid^ to invade tbe territories of — ^ 
Lemfter, and to demand a tribute or chief^rent 
from tbe inbabitaats ; wbich, if they refufed to 
pay, his array (bould take by forcc^ An enter--, 
prize of this nature we may be fure could not be 
agreeable to the holy Cor mag, if he was fuch a ^ 
Saint as they reprefent him : but upon the deli-* 
berations of his council^ and particularly by the 
inftigatiori of Fl a he r t y. Abbot of Inifc^thy, he 
raifed a numerous army, confifting, of tbe flower 
of his provincial troops, and prepared for the ex- 
pedition/ After they have owned this, which 
does not make much fer his charadier^ the hifto- 
rians tell us that the King was not inclined to 
proceed, becaufe fie foreknew from a^prophe- 
tic fpirit he was endowed with, that he ihauld lofe 
his life in the acSioHi. 

The Boromfeari tribute from the province of 
Leinfter, to the Monarchs of Ireland, we have 
heard of over and over : but wbat. tribute could be 
due to the King of Munfter, or upon what account 
the Leinfter people ibould make an acknowledge 
ment of fubjedtion to that King, it is impcrfTible for 
us to fay.- There is nothing in the hiflx>ry, as I 
renoember, that can warrant any fiich claim ; 
and if there w^s^ it had been worn out by time 
smd accidents. When .the whole . ifland therefore 
was enjoying reft and tranquillity, and the.fpirits 
of men were grown cahar and fociable, to involve 
thefe two provincesj* and perhaps thegreateft part 
of the kingdom, tn i new quarrel on tfcftt account, 
was\a conduft unworthy of a good- King ;. but rn 
an Archbifliop was highly .criminal. . Whether the 
tale of -his pretended ^irophetic fpirit, which the 
hiftomns have artfnUy introduced, .ID order to 
make the world believe : that he was impelled to 
this undertaking abfolutely againft^his will. by the 
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If LAV* importuDityof his council, wrllexculpateCoRMAC 
" from this crime, ihall b^ left to the reader's deter- 

mination. But furely he mig^t have a prefentiment 
of his death in the approaching battle, as many a 
man has had, without a prophetic fjnrit ; and 
many a man too has been deceived in fuch a fore- 
• boding. However if he was endowed with a pro- 
phetic fpirit— which the writers of thofe. times 
mod commonly give their Saints — it muft be 
owned that he paid an ill compliment to it, to pre- 
fer the advice of his friends before it 

If the reader thinks that I am tedious in the re- 
lation of this quarrel, and in difcuffing the fcveraT^ 
circumftances attending it, as p^haps many readers 
.may, then I muft be free enough to fay, that I 
write ndt for fuch as them. This is the fort of 
hiftorical fads which ftiew the workings of the hu- 
man mind ; of which this hiftory hath been hither- 
to much more barren than I could have wiftred it : 
and to fay the truth, they. are the only fads which 
relieve the labour and reward the pains of a writer 
of any judgtnent, or which furnifii pleafure or im- 
provement to a reader of any taftie. No wonder 
therefore will it be, that I fhould catch with fome 
eagernefs at all that come in my way v iii order 
to anfwer the beft and the only valuable purpofe 
of writii^ or reading hiftory. — But to return 
to the defign of Cormac on fhe province of 
Leinfter. 

Having concerted the proper meafures for this 
important expedition, the King then proceeded to 
fettle his private^afl&iris ; «nd being very poetically 
inclined made his will in verlc. Under the fame 
perfuafion that he (hoold: never return from this 
war againft the province of Leinfter, he ient amef^ 
fenger for Lorc an the King of Tbomond to attend 
him in his camp before he pafied the frontiers. 
The fummons being obeyed, and a council of the 

principal 
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principal nobility aiid officers of the province of Flan, 
Munfter having been called, the King informed * ' 
them that he thought it nec^eflary, before he en- 
tered upon action where he apprehended he fhould 
lofe his life, to fettle the fuceeflion to his crown 
after his death ; in order to prevent any tumults, 
aind to defeat the pretcnfions of contending factions. 
Then taking Lor can by the hand, he prefented 
him to the council as his lawful fucceSbr, accord- 
hlg to the will of their great anceftor Olioll 
Olum ; who ordained ^hat the 9rowh of Munfter 
Ihould defcend alternately to the poftetity of his 
eldeft and his fecond fon. It muft be obfer^ed 
however notwithftanding this demife, thatthrough 
a long (ucceffion of forty four Princes, the pofte- 
rity of the eldeft fon only had enjoyed the croWii ; 
and that the tribe of the Dalgais inherited th^ ter- 
ritories of Thomond, as it hath been faid, under 
the Princes defcended from the younger fon ; of 
which number was Lorcan whom Cormac no- 
itiinated to fucceed him in the throne of Mun- 
fter. 

This is a fignal inftance of the vanity of hu- 
man forefight ; and will teach Kings that they itiay 
deqree, but that the ratification depends* upon 
the will of Heaven. Olioll Olum had ordaiwed 
that the fuceeflion to his |>rovince fhould be al- 
ternate in the pofterity of his two fons ; and con- 
trary to this injunction, the. crown had been en- 
joyed by four and forty defeeiidents from the eldeft 
fon without interruption ; and thofe of the youi^geft 
fen had during that period been confined to the 
little government of Thortiond in that province.. 
A^n, CoRMAC Mac Cuillenan having a great 
friendfhip for Lorcan, whofe trib^had given fuch 
remarkable inftances of loyalty as have been men- 
tioned, was defirous that the crown of Munfter 
Ihould devolve at his owli death upon him. He 

had 
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Flan, had an ancient title of fix hundred years date to 
plead ; but then it had been let afide in forty four 
fucccflions. CoRMAC however hoped to revive it 
in favour of Lor can, and to prevent any diftur- 
bances in the province^ after his death : but though 
he called a council for this purpofe and nomi- 
nated him in form, yet the council after the death 
of Cormac annulled his nomination, and gave the 
crown of Munfter to another; A very fufBcient 
proof, that he was not fo rtiuch adored by his fub- 
jedts, as the hiftorians would have us believe. 

The provincial troops being aflembled at the 
place of rendezvous, the King, being attended with 
his favourite the Abbot of Inis^athy, who was thfe 
chief promoter of this war, put himfelf at their 
head ; and marched towards the confines of the 
province of Leinfter. When he arrived there he 
ordered the whole army to halt, and fent a herald 
to the King of that province, to demand a yearly 
tribute as a teftimony of fubjedtion, or hoftages for 
the payment of it ; and in cafe of refusal to declare 
war. Whilft he was waiting in expedtation of the 
return of the herald, an accident happened to 
Flaherty the Abbot ; who would raa^ke himfelf 
a General, as his mafter, who was an Archbilhop, 
had made himfelf a King. The Abbot being more 
inclined to arms than to count his beads, made ufe 
of thisleifure toride through the ranks and to view 
the camp, in order to aflure himfelf of the force 
of the Momonian army. But white he was upon 
this exercife, his horfe, being trained to a convent 
and not a camp, took flight at the noife and glitter 
of the arms, and fell with his rider into a ditch. 
Had his neck been broke by that fail, it might 
have proved a lucky accident to the King and his 
army, as well as to the province of Leinfter ; as he 
was the principal incendiary that had ftirred up the 
war. But as he furvived this accident, it had no 

other 
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Other efFeft than toftrike a tenoj: into the (bldierjr ; Flak- 
many of whom, looking .. Upon it 'a| '/an ^unfortu- 
nate omen and defpairirig of fuccefs, refolved not 
to wait the ifliie of a tattlg, V.nd defetted* 

When the herald returned, he. was iccprapa* 
nled with ambafladoi's from the province of Lein- 
fler, defiring to enter into a, treaty with Cor mac ; 
and that there might be,a fu(penfion of hoftilities 
in the mean time, or if the treaty fhould prove in- 
effedual, until the May enfuing. The narveft it 
feems was juft then begun ^^ and it wa^ a mutual 
benefit to both parties, that the decifion of the 
difpnte, if it muft be .decided by arms, (hould be 
poftponed until the following ipring. However to 
induce the King of Munfter to accept this'propofalj 
and to convince him that it flowed from a fincere 
defire of peace, the King of Leinfter fent him a 
very confiderable^ prefcnt in money and jewels, 
and oflfered to fend hoftages to remain with a neu-* 
tral Abbot until the treaty (hould be concluded. 
. Nor did he forget to fend itoble prefents to the 
Abbot of Inis-ca thy, whofe influence with the King 
he was but too well convinced of But the Abbot, 
like other courtiers, made no fcruple to accept 
the prefents, though he did nothing to deferve them j 
nay though he ufed his intereft to the prejudice of 
the donor : and he who ought to have been the 
minifter of peace was the only obftacle that pre- 
vented it. 

When the ambaflador6 had made the propofal 
above-mentioned, it appeared fo reafonable to Cor- 
MAC wIk) was not inclined to the war, that he de- 
clared his readinefs to accept it; and even conde- 
fcended to aik Flaherty to acquiefce in his de- 
termination. But the furious Abbot, who. had fo- 
mented this quarrel between the provinces, and 
who delighted in war, was not only fo implacable 
as to reject thQ propofal with indignation, but he 
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Tl AN. carried his infolence' (6 fet, ' ds* tb upbraid the King 
"' of Muiifter ilith cowardice ^for 'liftning to it : he 

even told; him in tlie pteferttife of the ambafladors, 
that the pal^nefs of his 'cbiintenaiice' apparently be- 
trayoid^Ms want of courage j "with many other ex- 
preflibris refledting on the conduft and perfonal bra- 
Very of the King. Thts is one of the effects, and 
not one of the mbft odious, of a Prince's deli vering 
himlelf up blindly to a favourite ; who almoft al- 
ways corifults his own iiitereft or paffions more than 
thofe of his mafter, though they make his mafter 
defpifed, arid himfelf hated. This wasexaftly the 
cafe of the Abbot^of Iriisnathy. The King of 
Munfter, who if he had done himfelf juftice fliould 
have from that moment banilhed the Abbot from 
his councils, contented himfelf with only denying 
Flaherty's charge againft hirti ; faying it was 
not through fear, that he was averfe to thewar, 
but through the apprehenfion he had of the evil 
confequences of it ; which would certainly prove 
' fatal to his own life, and might end in the Abbot's 
deftruftion. 

Though CorMac fupprefled his refentmentof 
the infolence with which his favourite had traduced 
him, yet there can be no doubt but that it ftung 
him very feverely, for we are told that as foon as 
he had made this reply, he retired to his tent, 
with very evident figns of melancholy and diftur- 
bance in his countenance. As foon as it was known 
that the audience of the ambafladors was at an end, 
the chief officers of the army repaired to the King's 
tent to be informed of the refult of it. The King 
afluring them that the war muft be carried on, 
and exprefling great uneafiqefs and dejedtion on 
that account, as well knowing that his death was 
at no great diftance, the officers endeavoured to 
chearhis fpirits and perfuaded him to refrefli him- 
felf. But CoRM AC was not to be fo diverted : the 

pre- 
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prefentiment of falling in the field of battle fate Flaw, 
heavy upon his mind ; but he comnranded the ;r-* 
company not to divulge the fecret upon any ac- 
count, left it (hould intimidate the troops, with 
whom he intended to fell his life at a dear rate. 

After a (hort converfation of this kind, his Ma- 
jefty defired to be left alone, that he might fpend 
the little leifure he had from public affairs, in pre- 
paringhimf^lf for* his diflblution. To this end he fcnt 
for his confeflbr to the tent, and added a codicil 
to his will, relating to his interment, if they could 
recover his body from the enemy. At the fame 
time came Man ACH, confeffor to the King's con- 
feflbr, a man of real piety and benevolence •, in or- 
der to heal the breach if poflible, and to perfuade 
the King to avoid the fhedding of fo much blood. 
When he had ufed all the arguments that could be 
drawn from humanity and religion, in fupport of 
his advice, ,which he addrefled no doubt to Cor- 
MAC, in his xharafter of Archbifliop, and found 
they were urged in vain, he then applied himfelf to 
him as a foldier and a King ; (hewing the. little 
chance thpre was of his -fucccfs from the fuperior 
number of the enemy. He informed him, that 
Flan the Monarch of Ireland, difgufted at 
his refufing fuch honourable conditions as had 
been offered him, had joined the forces of Lein- 
fter with the royal army, and was then actually at 
the palace of that King with his guards, as his 
auxiliary.. He reprefented therefor^ to CornIac, 
the prudence and policy of accepting the hoftages 
as preliminaries of a treaty; iaftead of referring 
their difpute to the decifion of a battle, in which 
it was almoft certain his army would be defeated. 

TheKing.ofMunfter could have had but afmall 
fliare of that wifdom, juftice, and goodnefs, for 
which the hiftoriahs have fo much extolled him, if 

K z he 
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Flan, he had not been won by this advice : and it was no 
■ ■ fooner known to the camp, that the royal army- 
had joined the troops of Lcinfter, than that many 
of the Momonian foldiery deferted, which ftill 
made his number lefs ; and all that remained de- 
clared for a peace. They talked aloud of the rca- 
fonablenefs of the terms, and of the quality of the 
hoftages that were propofed, being of no lefs rank 
than Princes ; the fon of the King of Oflbry, and 
the fon of the King of Leinfter ; they even openly 
accufed the Abbot of Inif-cathy, as the feducer of 
the King in this quarrel, and as the author of all 
the miferies it might produce. 

But CoRMAC, with all his wifdom, juftict, and 
goodnefs, though he was convinced byMANACH's 
. reafoning, by his own inclinations, and by the aver- 
fion which his army (hewed to the war, that it would 
be unjuft, that it would be dangerous, nay, that 
it would be deftrudtive to carry it on, yet fo en- 
flaved he was by his favourite — as all Kings that 
have favourites are— and his favourite was* a man 
of fuch an impetuous, over-ruling, implacable dit 
pofition, that nothing could foften him into com- 
pliance ; and nothing could tempt the King to 
thwart him. Orders were therefore given to ftrike 
their tents, to break up the camp, and march on 
towards the enemy. When they came to the 
plains of Magh Albhe, 'which the King intended 
for the field of battle, a camp was marked out and 
fortified by the fide of a wood, in which he ilaid to 
receive the enemy. The order of battle was here 
appointed, by which the army was divided into 
three bodies, the firft was commanded by the 
King of Oflbry and the -Abbot of Inif-cathy, 
CoRMAC himfelf commanded the fecond, and 
at the head of the third was the King of the 
Deifies. 

When 
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When an army jengages in a caufe which -they Flan, 
diflike, under a King whom they defpife, and a 
General whom they hate, it is no wonder that 
they fight' without courage and without fpirit : the 
forces of Munfter were under all jhefe oircumr- 
ftances ; and to add to their difcouragement, the 
enemy were reprefented as being five to one. On 
the other hand, the allied army, with the Mo- 
narch of Ireland at their head, having a good 
caufe to fight for, and much fuperior force, came 
on to the field of battle as to certain vidtory. But 
this was not all that was on their fide. As foon as 
the fignal was made for battle, a Momonian Gene- 
ral of the blood royal, who had been from the 
fir ft averfe to the war, and detefted the influence 
of tKe favourite, rode through the ranks, and adr 
dreiling himfelf aloud to the foldiers, . and accu- 
fing the rafhnefs of the Abbot, perfuaded them to 
leave the prieft and his clergy to fight it out by 
themfelves, and to fave their own lives by flight. • 
Having faid this, he Vclapped fpurs to hjs horfe, 
and galloped out of the field : and the foldiers who 
heard, and faw what had pafTed, were [q difpirited, 
that they threw down their arms at the firft charge, 
and fliifted for themfelves. 

Nor was this thp only accident that ftrupk a 
pannick into the forces of the Kirg of Munfter. 
Another General, of no lefs a rank than the King 
of Oflbry, who had the joint command of the right 
wing wjth the Abbot of Inis-<:athy, being apazed 
jand ftiocked with the dreadful flaughter of'hi3 
men by the fuperior numbers of the enemy, rode 
full fpeed out of the field ; calling to the foldiers 
to follow his example before it was too late. This 
advice being inftantly taken, the reft of the army 
were fo difcouraged, that the defeat became xmu 
yerfel. ' The engagement was begun with foirrefifr 
tibleafury, and the flights were fo fudden that it 
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Flan, lafted but a little time; and the chief of the 

■ flaughter was in the purfuit. The King of OSbry 

was himfelf too late to efcape : and ifany perfon 
of rank were iavcd, after the firft fiiry of the alli- 
ed army was abated^ they were iaved not Co much 
from a principle of humanity, as, for the fa)ce of a 
)arge fum expected for their ranlbm. Many of the 
eminent clergy, principal officers, and nobility, 
among whom were fix of the petty prinpespf Man- 
fter, fell in the adtion of that fatal day. 

The Abbot of Inisrcathy, the author of all this 
pifchief, was among the prifbners ^ and perhaps 
he would have thought it happier to have been of 
the number of the (lain. The King of Munftcr, 
who expofed himfelf at the head of his troops in 
the front of the battle, was flung from his horfe 
into a pit with fo much violence, that he was not 
able to rife : and being feen in this fituation by 
ifome of his men who were flying out of the field, 
they remounted him on another horfe with fome diffir 
culty, arid left him to fhift for himfelf. He foon dif- 
povered one of his officers, who was hiuch in his 
favour, making up to him ^ and underftanding 
that his army was entirely routed and the flaughr 
ter almofl: incredible, he commanded the offiper in^ 
ftantly to leave him, and provide for his own fafe-r 
ty; which with great reludance was complied 
with. GoRMAC, according to his predidtion, ex- 
pected every monaent when his enemies would fall 
upon him without giving him quarter : but hi§ 
death was fuch as might have happened in any 
other field as well as in a field of battle.' For the 
King attempting to climb a fl:eep afcent — made ex- 
ceeding flippery fays the hiftprian with the blood 
of the {lain — his horfe made a falfe ftep, and tumbr 
ling with his rider down to the bottom, the neck 
^nd backbone of the King were broke, and he 
§ied upon the fpot. ' """ - 
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Thusr en4ed the life of the famous Cormac Flan, 
Mac CyiLLENAN, archbiftiop of Cafliell and King 
of Munfter ; who had not ipoft certainly that cou* 
fummate wifdom, and many eminent virtues, 
which the writers of tbofe times attributed to 
him. The reviving thole feudis and animofities in 
the kingdom which had lain fb long a-fleep» by 
making warlike preparationi$: againft the King of 
Leinfter, and his refufing thofe honourable condi- 
tions offered him that he might profecute that war» 
. thefe fully the virtuous part of his <pharaftcr very 
much, But the giving himfelf up fo entirely ana 
implicitly to the direftion of his favourite the Abbot 
of inis-cathy, contrary to his own judgment and 
the advice of all his council, nay, contrary to. hii? 
intereft, and the dictates of prudence and common 
fenfe, this is fuch an impeachment of his wlfdom 
and underftanding as no ex^uie can wipe away^ 
His body being found by fome of the foldiers of 
the allied army, they cut oflf his head and carried 
it in triumph to the Monarch of Ireland. But 
Flan, who had humanity as well as valour -ancj 
in a civilized people they are fcldom feen ap.art — 
inftead of rewarding or commending the foldiers 
for this fervice, as probably they might expeft, 
upbraided them for violating the law of nations, 
which forbids the mangling of the dead ; and com- 
manded them out of his prefeiice as a fet of bar-r 
barous ruffians, who had no more veneration fpr 
the. dignity of a King than for a common trooper. 
Then takipg up the head, and kiffing it, the tears 
Handing in his eyes, he lamented the inftability of 
all human greatnefs, and the fad untimely fate of 
fo religious a Prince and fo venerable a prelate ; 
he ordered the body to be feai'ched after, and when 
it was found, to be interred along with the head 
according to his defire. Such was the fruit of a 
Mf^ entered into unncceflarily againft the judgr 
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Flan, ment of the people and the inclinations of the 
King, in order only to humour a fiirioiis impla- 
cable hot headed Abbot, and an infolent over- 
bearing favourite. 

Is it not ftrange, that there (hould be this longr 
detail of the quarirel and war between the two pro* 
vinces above-mentioned, and yet that we (hould 
meet with Tdothing elfe, though in a time pf pro^ 
found jpeace from their foreign eneniics, through a 
period of feven years ^ not one convention for the 
regulation of the ftate, nor any fooi-fteps of a coun- 
cil held on the (core of religion ? To what muft 
we impute this barrennefs of the great hiftorical 
fadts of a nation, that had fo much public bufmefs 
to tran{a£t, and fo many men pf learning to record 
1 it ? Mull we not impute it to the barbarous rage 
of their Danifh and Englifli enemies, which fwept 
all before it^ I think we muft. Fpr the fame 
pen who were fo circumftantial in the relation of 
this difpute, without doubt had given accounts 
pf other af&irs in that age, which defervcd the 
attention of pofterity as much or more than this : 
and yet little more is come down to us, except a 
ifew particulars which can fcarcely be faid to de^ 
ferve a place in fuch a work as this. 

Of fuch a fort wpuld be the will of Cor mac 
abeve-rtientioned ; if it did not ferve to give us 
ian idea of the men and manners of thofe times. 
His golden veftment which he wore as an archbU 
(hop in divine fcrvice, his cloak, his royal robe 
embroidered with gold and jewels, his armour and 
coat of mail of polilhed fteel, his golden chain, 
and his wardrobe, he bequeathed to particular 
friends ; arid his legacies to abbies and religious 
houfes are thus enumerated : ai) ounce of gold, 
an ounce of filver, his horfe and furnitui'e to 
Ard-finnan ; a gold and filver chalice and veft- 
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ment of filk to Lifmore j a gold and filver cha* Flan, 
lice, four ovuices of gold, and five of filver to' ^"' 
Calhell ; three ounces of gold and a roafe book to 
Emiy ; an ounce of gold and an ounce of filver to 
Glendaloch ; a horfeand furniture, an ounce of gold 
and an embroidered veftment to Kildare ; three 
ounces of gold to Inis-cathy ; three ounces of 
gold, an embroidered veftment, and his bleffing 
to Mountgaret ; and four and twenty ounces of 
gold and filver to Ardmagh. The royal pfalter 
Which preferved, he faid, the ancient records and 
monuments of his native country which were 
faithfully tranfcribed, he left to Cafliell where he 
built the cathedral, to be depofited for 'the ufe of 
future ages. Thefe are the particulars mentioned 
of the will of CoRMAG : and if weconfider the 
exceflive fcarcity of gold and filver in thofe times, 
compared with their infinite profufion at prefent^ 
thefe were not inconfiderable trifling benefa<£lions 
for a provincial King. They were fuch as many 
ibvereign Princes of Germany are not able to 
make eyen in this age of plenty — but to re- 
turn. 

When F1.AN the Monarch of Ireland had re- 
frelhed his troops after the vidory, and received 
the acknowledgments of the King of Leinfter for 
his aliiftance, he marched to Oflofy. The King 
of that territory, which was under the King. of 
Munfter, it hias been obferved, was flain in the 
adtion ; and there being (bme difpute anK>ng his 
brothers about the fucceffion, the Monarch went 

1 ■ . . . r 

thither to fettle it. This being fettled to his fatis- 
faftion by placing the crown of that petty king- 
doni on the head of Dermop, the elder brother. 
Flan returned with his army to his own palace, 
Befides the honour of the vidiory, Carol the 
King of Leinfter led home his fences leaden with 
" fpoils^ 
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]Pla^» fpoils, and a great aumber of priibners of the 
" moft diftinguiihed rank to grace his triumph. 
Among the foremoft of thefe, was Flaherty 
Abbot of Ipis-cathy, and who was of the blood 
royal of Mimfter. The clergy and people of Lein^ 
Iter were (b enraged againft this man, and fo de* 
fervedly, as the only author of the vi^r^ and the 
caufe of all the bloodftied on both fides, that they 
upbraided him, as he was led along, in the mojl 
opprobrious language ; which to one of his haugh-? 
ty imperious fpirit mud be a mortification more 
painful perhaps than death. Nor was this the only 
punidiment inflicted upon him : for he was im-^ 
prifoned very clofely and very feverely treated du^ 
ring the life of Carol, and for a year after his 
death. It will be out of , the order of time, but as 
his ftory is not connefted with any other part of 
the hiftory, I (hall finifh it here at once. When 
he was releafed from his impriibnment and had re- 
ceived his pardon, the Abbefs of St. Bridget, ap- 
prehending the mob would tear him to pieces, pre- 
vailed with fome of the clergy to go with a guard 
and efcort him out of the province of Leinfter. He 
retired to his monaftery of Inisrcathy, and gave 
hiitifelf up to devotion ; under a due fenfe, one 
would hope, of his former unrighteous fpirit. 
Here he continued in the regular exercife of a re- 
ligious, till the throne of Munfter became va^ 
cant by the death of Corm ac's fucceflbr, to which 
he was then called as the next heir ; and notwith* 
{landing his former infolence and felf-will, he had 
learned (o good a leflbn by the fate of his advice and 
by his imprifonment, that he governed this pro- 
vince with great applaufe to his death ; poflfefled 
of the aflfei^ions as well as the obedience of all bi§ 
cs, 

In 
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In a (hort time after the great battle of Leinfter, Niale 
Ft. AN the Monarch died a naturi^il death, after the ^V. 
extraordinary long reign of thirty feven yeariS ; and ^' ^* 
Ni ALL the fourth, fon of Hugh the fixth his pre«- ^ ' 
deceflbr, fucceeded hitn in the throne. The Danes 
having had intelligence of the late diflTenfions in 
If eland, thought this was a proper feafon to renew 
their infults upon ths^t ifland ; which tfiey knew 
would be a fuccefslefe and dangerous expedition, as 
long as the Irifli continued united among thcmfclves. 
A great fleet was therefore now fitted out for the 
invafion of Ireland : and before Niall hadtaflled 
the fweets of royalty or was feated well on the 
throne, he was obliged to put his life and king- 
dom upon the hazard of a battle in the plains of 
Ulfter • which though it ended in his favour, yet 
proved very bloody to both armies. 

About the fame time another party of thefe 
foreigners landed on the coaft of Leinfter, and ra^ 
vaged that province with their ufual cruelty. 
The King' gathered his forces as foon as he could 
againft them, and gave them battle. But his 
forces were routed by the ikill and conduct of the 
Danifli General ;• and above fix hundred of the pro- 
vincial troops left dead upon the fpot. Encouraged 
by this fuccefs, they fent home for a fupply of 
men and arms to enlarge their conquefts. A rein- 
forcement was feht ns foon as pollible, and arrived 
ynder the conduct of Sitrick, and the fons of 
that experienced general^ who had got the victory , 
in the laft engagement. No fooner had they joined 
the former body, than they renewed their hoftili- 
|ies with their accuftomed fury j and the city of 
Dublin was taken by ftorm. 

The Monarch being alarmed with the rein- 
forcement, and their fuccefs againft his capital, re- 
folved to oppofe their progrefs : and collecting all 
{he force he could in fo (hort a time, which through 
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NiALL too much hafte was inferior to the enemy, he gave 
IV. them battle. Had he (laid to colledt the choiceft 

— — — troops of the four provinces, inftead of two, 
though it would have been at the expence of more 
plunder and violence, his refentment in the end 
would have been cheaper to his people, and the 
defeat of the Danes might have been complete. 
But Ni ALL being a Prince of great reiblution and 
intrepidity, and being impatient to take his revenge 
on thefe infulting enemies, he marched againft 
them only with the northern forces-; and to this 
he owed his own defeat and death, and his country 
their misfortunes for many years. The Irifti made 
the attack with their ufual fiercenefe, and mowed 
down the ranks of the Danes with a terrible flaugh- 
tcr : but thefe pouring in frefti numbers continually, 
and the ftrength and fpirits of the Irifh being ex- 
hauiled, the Danes fell upon them in their turn 
with great fury ; the vanquifhed natives gave way ; 
4he purfuit was hot and bloody ; and Ni all, with 
naoft of his Generals, fell in the field of battle, 
with his fwdrd in his hand, in defence of his coun- 
try and deferving a better fate. 

DoNo. On the death of this Monarchy who fate but 

II, three years on the throne, Donooh the ftcond . a 

A. D. fon of the late King F;- an, was eledcd to fucceed 

9^9- him: a manof niean abilities, and unworthy of his 

defcent, as well as the crown hf held j if we may 

judge from the inconfiderable figure which he 
made in a reign of five and twenty years, amidft 
great diftraftions of his country. The firft public 
occurrence of this reign which i^ handed down to 
us, relates to a (hort conteft about the fucceflion 
to the throne of Munfter on the death of Flaher- 
ty the Abbot of Inis-cathy fo often mentioned a- 
bove. Kennedy the fon of Lorcan, whom 
CoRM AC nominated for his fucceflor, put in his 
plaim upon this vacancy, and he had a great party 

fof 
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for him. But the mother of Ceallachan, a Dong. 
Prince of that houfc, fearing her fon (hould be IL 
excluded from his right, who had . no military ' "• 
force to fupport it, and being a woman of addrefe 
as well as fpirit and refolution, ihe went to Ken- 
nedy alone and unattended, expoftulated with him 
about the injuftice of his dcfign, and aflerting her 
fon*s title pcrfuaded his rival to relinquilh his 
pretenfions. 

The affair of the fucceflion to the throne of 
Munfter being thus adjufted, and Ceallachan 
proclaimed King of that province, the Danes 
made fuch bold incurfions into it at that time, that 
he was forced immediately upon a battle to defend 
his crown. In this, and feveral more which fol- 
lowed clofe upon one another, the advantage was 
on the fide of the provincial troops ; and in one of 
them the wife and fifter of theDanifh General were 
taken prifoners ; who were treated by Cealla- 
chan with great politenefs at Waterf(jrd till their 
releafe. The Danes were reduced to fuch difficul- 
ties by fb many defeats, that they thought proper ♦ 
to abandon the province of Munfler, and to look 
out for other fettlements ; and for the prefent they 
joined themfelves to their countrymen in Dublin, 
and its adjacent territories, appointing Sitrick 
the General to be their King. 

The hiftorians make this man the fon of Tur- 
GESius, the old tyrant they had fmarted fo much 
under; and I wifh it was the only inftance of their 
want of precifion, through a negligence of .chrono- 
logy and calculation. His grandfon he might be ^ 
and though it was not impoflible, yet it was highly 
improbable, he (hould. have been his fon. But be 
the relatton(hip what it might, the qualities of his 
mind were not unsuitable to his defcent. The 
fame favage cruelty, hate, and treachery, which 
were praftifedby the former, were equalled if not 

exceeded 
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DoNo» exceeded by the latter. To be drove by force of 
W- arms from the fertile province of Munfter, where 
the Danes undef his condu<ft had made themfelves 
fetdements in and near the fea-ports, was an event 
that wrung the proud heart of Sitrick ; and 
therefore what he could not efiedt by force, he 
was refolved to atchieye by fraud. . 

Having found out that I)pnooh the Monarch of 
Ireland, was upon ill terms with Ceallachan 
the King of Munftcr, to whom his own defeats 
had been chiefly owing^ he thought it expedient 
for the fuccefe of his whole plan, to communicate 
it to the Monarch ; . without whofe ^.pprobation 
it would not be policy to attempt the execution 
of it. The King of Muqftcr, who was of an en- 
terprifing fpirit, j^nd of. a genius much fuperior 
to the Monarch, had refufed, it Teems, to pay him 
the ufual tax or chief rent, claimed by his prede- 
ceflbrs as (bvereigns of the ifland> and the homage 
and fubmj^ion always made to them as fuch. His 
realbns for this refufal do not appear ; and if they 
did, perhaps it would not be in our power to vin- 
dicate this refulal. The Monarch however had 
the old remedy to have recpurfe to, the calling 
him to an account at the head of his army. But 
Ceallachan had given fomany (hining proofs of 
his valour and condudt in the field of battle a- 
gainft the Danes, that the Monarch chofe rather to 
fit down quiet under the injury, than to try to re- 
drefs it in ahoftile manner. 

When Sitrick therefore communicated his 
ftratagem to them, in which he hoped to deftroy 
the King of Munflfer, inftead of being ftartled and 
fhocked at the treachery, as even a generous ene- 
my would have been, the Monarch not only con- 
fented to, but applauded it : nay he went further ; 
he promifed the perfidious monfter who proje(5ted 
it, his friendfbip and alliance after its execution. 

The 
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The Dane having fecufed this material point, pro-DoKo, 
ceeded directly upon his plan. He fent a meflen- ^* 
ger to Cb ALL A CHAN, to inform him that as he* 
did not intend to renew hoftilities againft the. pro ^ 
vince of Munfter, and yet had a great defire to 
remain in- Ireland, fo he (hould be very glad to enter 
into a treaty ofFenfive and dcfenfive with him ; and 
to (hew his own fincerity in this»propofel, and to 
cement the alliance the ftronger, he offered him 
^liis filler of tlie royal houfe 6t Denmark, a lady 
of great beauty, in marriage. If thefe terms wcce 
accepted, he promifed to fend Danilli hoflagesxif 
<juality to enfure the performance of them. 

The meflenger of Sitrick had no.fooner made 
thefe propofals to theKingof Munfter, than- he* ac- 
cepted them. The Kjng himfelf was honeft and 
open hearted ; and a fufpicion of treachery never 
entered into his thoughts. He had feen and con- 
verfed with the Princefs when (he was his prifbner • 
and being naturally amorous, . and : fired with the 
remembrance of her beauty, the diftionour of marry- 
ing into the family of the mortal enemy and inva- 
der of his country, and of acquic(cing in their 
fettlenwnt there, appeared under the fpecious di(^ 
guife of eftabliihing peace and tranquillity in his 
^province. Thus being overjoyed, inftead of being 
ftartled, with the propofaly he required no hoftages ; 
he made no difficulties of acceding to a treaty offer- 
e4.him by an inveterate and a vanquifhed foe : he 
fcruplednone of the terrris of it ; and in.fhort, as 
though this propofal contained every thing, which 
thefe favage invaders could do to ^^ttone for the 
miferies which they had brought upon his native 
'^country, or which the Iri(h ought to defire for 
'their fecurity againft them for the future, Ceal- 
LACHAN fent back the Dani(h meffenger with an 
aflurance of liis confent id the treaty ofered, and 

of 
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DoNTo. of his repairing as ibon as poffible to the court of 
'I* SiTRiCK, in order to ratify it by his marriage 

~""~~" with the Princefs^ 

Nothing was now heard of in the province of 
Munfter but the noble and expenlive preparations 
for this journey and wedding. Befides a fplendid 
letinue and a princely equipage, orders wei:e given 
for the guards and the choiceft troops of the pro- 
vince to be got in readinefs to attend him ; in or- 
der to condud the Queen home to his palace with 
the ftate and magnificence which were fuitable to 
' the occafipn, and to her quality. As fbon as Ken- 
nedy was informed of the King's intention, for 
whom he had kindly waved his own pretentions to 
the crown, living always after upon terms of ftridt 
friendftiip with him, he reprefented to Ceal- 
LAC HAN the great imprudence of taking the flower 
of his troops as well as his guards ; and, for the 
fake of making a little more parade, leaving the 
province open and defencelefs againft any invader. 
A fufpicion of treachery on the part of the Dane 
never ftruck the mind of Kennedy more than it 
did that of the King ; and it is no wonder. For if 
he confidered at all, the terms of accommodation 
•fo advantagious to the foreigners, without any 
acquifition to the natives but a wife for one of 
their Princes who well deferved her, that there 
was no room to fufpeft any infidious purpofe under 
this propofal. 

But there was great room to fufpe<5t, that the 
Monarch of Ireland, who was incenfed at the re- 
fufal above-mentioned, of the ufual homage and 
tribute, might take this opportunity, if the pro- 
vince was left unguarded, to invade and plunder 
it: and Kennedy no doubt had this fufpicion 
upon his mind, though the hiftorians fay nothing 
of it, when he ad vi fed the King to take with him 
only a few of his body guards, and fome of the 

young 
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young nobility • offering his own fon, a Prince Dono. 
of the Houfe of Munfter, to attend him. It is not ' I^- 
improbable that Kennedy, who was zealous for 

. the good and fafety of his country, and by not 
being entangled in the charms of love for the 

♦ Princefs, bad his mind free and difengaged, might 
difcern the weaknefs, if not the danger and diC- 
honour, of this alliance ; and perceiving that, 
might attempt to difluade the King from entring 
into the treaty. The King however, it is certain, 
would look upon that argument with very different 
eyes ; and all the reafoning of Kennedy upon it 
would have been in vain. This is not, it muft be 
owned, — hiftorian liker-laying thecaufe of CEAL- 
LACHAN*s conduit very deep : but I have always 
been of opinion, that, inftead of diving into the 
fecrets of the cabinet, in order to find the motives 
of the condudt of Princes, if hiftorians would de- 
fcend from the character of politicians and be only 
men, if they would ftudy the progreflion and the 
artifices of love, and dive into the intrigues of 
the bedchamber where any fuch can exifl^ they 
would bid fairer than they do for a true explana- 
tion of public councils ; even of councils which 
produce the moft important revolutions in every 
country. The truth and pertinency of this reflec* 
tion mud be the apolo^ for its introduction 
here [a]. 

However 

[a] The unnatural lafcivioufnefs of one of our oWn 
Qijjeens, which — without having heard any anecdotes re-» ^ * ' 
lating tp it— is eafily enough to be collefted from the let- . 
ters publifhed in certain memoirs about thirty years ago, 
was the fole occafion of greater familiarity and a mpre un- 
limited confidence and fubmiilion, than any intereft or 
abilities could merit, or than was ever feen before, from 
a fovereign to a fubje£t of the fame fex. But the fa« 

yot, 11. L voufitc 
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DoMo, However Ceallachan might be blinded as tQ 
H. the impropriety of the treaty, yet he faw clearly 

' enough the importance of that advice which Ki&k- 

NEDV had given with regard to the province : and 
therefore taking with him only his body guards, a 
few of the nobility, and II)unchan the fon of' 
Kennedy, he began his journey ; committing to 
the father the care of the province during his ab- 
fence. The news of his arrival within the environs 
of Dublin, where the Dantlh Prince kept his court, 
being brought to Si trick, his wife, who was 
an Irifb lady of great family, expoftulated with 
him upon the imprudence and mean fpiritednefe of 
giving So fine a woman, as his fifter was, to a 
provincial Prince, the mortal enemy of the Dani(h 
race ; and who had been the means of deftroying 
lb many of their prime nobility. But Sitrick, who 
had nothing further from his heart than this alliance^ 
heard his wife's expoftulation with great patience j 
and though (he was a native of Ireland, yet (he 
was his wife, and he had a confidence in her fideli- 
ty. He told her therefore very frankly, that he 
had made this propofal with no other view in the 
world than to get Ceallachan into his power, 
and to effe£k that by ftratagem which he could not 
do by force. Inftead of the nuptial pleafures which 
the King promifed himfelf with his fifter, he aflured 
her that his Majefty (hould be made a facrifice to 
the ghofts of thofc renowned Danes whom he had 
deftroyed. 

vourile taking advantage of this irregular paffion, and be- 
coming infolent and imperious, grew difguftful : above 
all, the paffion was diverted to a new and much younger 
objefl: ; and this was the true and only fource of s| cataf- 
trophe in politicks, perhaps the moft extraordinary that 
ever happened in any country ; but which contemporary 
"^•^ writers have laboured with gre^t art and refineoMnt lo ex- 

plain from other caufes^ 

The 



1^% IX. O F I R E L A N D. 147 

The. wife of Sitrick heard tjie difcovery of this Dono. 
fecret with real horror and aftonilhment j but (he H- 

had p^efence of mind enough to hear it without" • 

any vifil^le emoiion or dif^ike. Could a native of 
Ireland, cpuld a woman of a good heart, could a 
Chriftian hear of fuch an ittfanaous piece of treachery 
in or4pr to execute fugh a favage purpofe^ and not 
conceive ^ deteft^iorj for the horrid n^onfter who 
|iad contrived it ? Could fuch a man, though he was 
her hufband, be entitled to her fidelity, when th^t 
fidelity muft make her a partaker of his guilt ? 
What then had (he to do under this dilemma but 
to aft the part which (he did aft ? (he arofe early 
the qext rnorning^ and*cji%uifing herfelf as much 
as (he could, went privately out of Dublin ; tak- 
ing th^ toad which (he knew that Ceallachan* 
mu(^: come through. As fopn as he arrived at the 
place where (he flood, (he di(covered herfelf to the 
King, related thp horrid treachery of her hufband, 
and adyif^d him to feek his fafety ip a quick re- 
tres^t. Having thus' quieted her mind^ without 
bringing Si trick into any danger, (he made the 
beft of hjsr way home iinobferved by any body. 
Though no other nootives than what have been al- 
ready alTigned, are neceCTary to account for the 
co^iduft of this lady, ^fter the fecret of the per- 
fidy was dif9lofed to her, yet a motive feems to be 
wanting to account for her great unwillingnefs that 
the King of Munfter (l^ould be rnarried to her hu(^ 
band's (ifter,; with which, as an Iri(h woman, and a 
woms^n of fenfe, (he ihould rather have been de- 
lighted. There fliould therefore be another rea- 
fon for this inconfi(tency, as well as for the ftep 
(he took to preferve him ; and it feems there wap 
"another, more powerful than all thefe put together; 
of which perhaps forae of my readers may have 
formed a fafpicion, though it. hath not been men- 

L z tioned : 
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Do NO. tioned : (be had been fccretly in love with Ceal- 
!!• LACHAN from th^time that (he was his prifoner 

-""~~" at Waterford with Sitrick's fifter. As little 
therefore could (he endure to fee him in the poflef- 
fion of another, though ()je was a woman of honour 
and could not hope to enjoy him herfelf, as (be 
could to fee him facrificed to her hu(band's ven- 
geance.— But to return to the King of Munfter. 

As foon as he had received this authentic intel- 
ligence^ which equally mortified and amazed him, 
he turne4 back with his retinue in order to efcape 
the fnare which had Been laid for him> and which 
he was fonear falling into.. But whether Si trick 
had any fufpicion that his fecret had tranfpired, 
or whether he apprehended that Ceallachan 
might efcape the afraffination when he had him in 
his hands at Dublin, he ordered two parties of Da- 
ni(h foldiers, one on each (ide of the road, at a dif- 
tance not to be difcovered, to clofe in his rear as 
he advanced towards the city, that his retreat 
might be cut off. Ko fooner therefore had the 
King of Munfter made a motion to return, than 
he found himfelf ftopped and furrounded by the 
guards of Si trick, who did great execution a- 
mong his men. However when his men had re- 
covered from the furprife which fuch an unexpefted 
attack had thrown them into, and had received the 
King's orders to revenge themfelves as well as they 
could, no time was loft, and no valour was wanting, 
in falling upon the Danes with a true Irilh fury. They 
fell upon them indeed fo irrefiftibly, that, had it not 
been for reinforcements continually coming in, the 
Danes would have been entirely cut to pieces. But 
they were fo near the city when the (kirmifh be- 
gan, that the alarm was given immediately ; and 
frefh men poured in fo.faft upon the Irifh, that 
^ they could never diminilh the number of the ene- 
my, though their own was dimini(hing every mo- 
ment 
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rxient. Though their refiftanec therefore was long Dono. 
sand refolute, yet it was impoflible to prevent their H- 

4efeat v and it was the hard feat of the King, 

and of his friend Dunchan thft fon of Kennedy, 
to be taken prifoners, and led in triumph into Dub- 
lin. 

There 15 no doubt but Sitrick would have 
been much better pleafed if they had encreafed the 
number of the flain ; as his trouble about them 
would then have been at an end^ But when they 
were delivered up to him as prjfoners of war, he 
might have had a fcruple in putting them to death ; 
not a fcruple of confcience - for he had been deaf 
to that long before — but a fcruple of fear ; left 
fiich a flagrant violation of the laws acknowledged 
in all civilized countries might be returned upon 
himfelf and his own people. He offered them 
therefore fuch terms of ranlbm, as he was confident 
would not be agreed to ; and if thofe were refufed» 
he declared his refolution of removing them tp - 
Ardmagh in fo many days", ai>d tranfporting them 
thence to Norway. The terms of ranfom, were 
no lefe than the delivering into his bands the towns 
of Limerick, Caihell, Waterford, and Cork, with 
all the ftrong garrifons in the provinces of Munfter, 
and an erick or fine for every officer or foldier killed 
by the Momonians in the battles fought with the 
Danes by Ce allach an ; for the performance of 
which conditions, the Prince of Munfter, and all 
the fons of the Princes and Chiefs of the province, 
>vere to be hoftages. 

When the King heard thefe exorbitant de- 
mands, he^ defired leave to fend one of his own 
domefticks, who was taken prifoner with him, to 
the province ; in order to know whether their li- 
berty would be purchafed by it at this rate, This 
requeft being granted, and the terms of their ran-» ^ 

foo) declared %o the meifenger, the King inftrufted 

L 3 V him 
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DoNo. him privately, to tell Kennedy, that behis own 
J'- and DtJNCHAN*s fate what they might, he fhould 

' never allow the Daises any footing in Munfter : that 

he (hould aflume the government of the province in 
his ab fence ; fend Donough his general, with the 
bed troops he could get together, tp Ardmagh, in 
' ordet to refcue them out of the hands of the lories, 
who would foon remove them thither ; and brder 
all the fhips in the harbours of Munfter to Dun- 
dalk, where the Danilh fleet lay, left the army 
fliould not flirrive foon enough at Ardmagh. 

With thefe advices, the meflenger was difpfttch- 
led to Kennedy : whom he found in a condition al- 
iTiOft ready to execute them. For when fiieh of 
the guards, as had the good fortune to efcape, rer 
turned home from the late Ikirmilh, and related 
the news of the Danilh treachery, \vith the flaughter 
of their comrades, and the captivity of their King 
and Dung HAN, the whole province was in an up- 
rear, and waited for nothing but the woM of comrr 
mand to revenge the perfidy of the Danes, and 
to refcue the royal prifoners. This word h^d 
therefore been given by Kennedy as the next in 
fucceflion to the King ; and the troops wefe almoft 
all aflembled, when the meflenger arrived fron? 
Ceal^lachan. 

If the people of the province were fired at the , 
treachery of the Danes, and their own King's capr 
tivity, their refentment , was not afluaged by the 
terms infifted On for his ranfom; and Kennedy 
had no other trouble in purfuilig the inftrutlions 
brought by the meflenger, than in communicating 
their contents. A thbufand of the Dalgais ^ad 
been ^ffembled by hi§ orders about Gafliell ^ and 
|hree thoufand of the EugenianS had been colleftr 
jed through the ^eal ^hd activity of the General 
poNouGti. When the exprefe therefore arrived 
ivith thefe advices from the King, the forces \ter6 
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joined as foon as poffible; ind bdng put iinderDoNo, 
the command of DoKouoh, and the three bro- la- 
thers of Kenned Y5 who v^ere to affift him, they" " 

began their march towards Ardmagh, But before 
their departure, in order to infpire the Qeiierai 
with particular geal and ardour upon this occafion, 
KENNE^DTaddreflfed him with a reprefentation df the 
nobility of hifi defcetit, the niagtianitnity and heroi- 
ifm of his anceftors, yfho had been Kings of Mun^ 
ft^r, the probability of his fuCcefs againft theit 
perfidious enemies, and the Ittiportanjee of the pro- 
vince, and the glory to himfelf, which would be 
detivjed from it. In their march they were joined 
by feveral other parties of the Dalgais, out of 
Tbomond and other placed ^ Which, befoi-e the^ 
had quitted the province^ ttidde the army not left 
than fix jhoufand ftrong. 

I have already taken n^rleef as a very extraorv 
dioary and amaxing circun^ftande in the hiftof^ 
of the Irift, that though they had been fo often, 
and for alnntdft an hundred years, fubjeift to the ra- 
vages of the Danes, though they were fituated up- 
on an Ifland, and Were no otherWife therefore to 
be attacked by thete Bai'barianfc than by fea, yet 
in all this time we hear of no n^val armament 
fimong the -Itlfh, Fleetis of trarif^orts to inv?.dc 
Britain and Gau!^ we have read of in fome centu- 
lies part; but no rrtilitary ikill on bo^rd (hips, ei,. 
thcr to defend themfelves or attack an enemy, 
hath till this oecafion been related. We are now 
told, as it hath been obferved^ thkt Ceallachan 
fent inftni6tions for all the naval force of Munfter 
to be mad^ ready^ and td engage the Danifh fleet, 
which Wire riding in the harbour of Dundalk, iq 
6rder to carry him into Norway. This order be^ 
ing obeyed with the ^me alacrity that had been 
fbewn in^'Cblteeting the land forces, the command 
isf the ^pG^itiOn W^s ^iven to Fa i lb he, the 

L 4 King 
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Do NO. ICing.of Defmoiid ; and about the fame time that 
IL the Army began its march towards Ardmagh, the 
"""■" fleet fet fail tor the harbour of Dundalk, oonfift.- 
ing of feventy (hips well manned and armed*. 
Though neither cannon nor fire arms were then 
invented, yet how fuch a force as this, (b capable 
of annoying an enenny with their arrows, darts^ 
and javelins, in clofe quarters, and their fwords 
and daggers when they laid each other on board^ 
came to be fo long negle£ted, it is impoflible for 
us to fay ; nor can any good excufe, in my opinion^ 
be invented for them. 

While the jtrmy halted in Copaught, for the 
fake of forage and provifions, a party of archers, 
and another party armed with fwords and target^ 
f roni Munfter, to the npmber of five hundred eacB, 
joined the main body in fuppqrt of the common 
caufe ; the deliverance of their King, and the fon 
pf Kennedy. The forces of Munfter were by this 
time grcwvn to a very formidable army, which raifc 
ed contributions upon the country for its fiibfiftence. 
The Prince of Conaught, who ought perhaps to 
have lent his aid againft the Danes, finding the 
people aggrieved and harraffed by thefe cohtribur 
tions, applied himfelf to the general ; and remon- 
ftrated againft the injuftice of plundering thofe who 
were not parties in the quarrel ; defiring that he 
would order the booty to be reftored, which the 
Momonian foldiers h^d colledted. Had this remon- 
ftrance and demand been as juft as they were unrea- 
fonable, it was not in the power of Donough, to 
prevent the one, or to comply with the other. 
The army \yas marching againft the pommon 
enemy of the Irifh ^ it was impofllble to carry fufr 
fecient proyifion with them ; it muft be fubfifted 
on its march ^ and their friends ought voluntarily 
to have fi?rn}(hed them witliout any compulfion. 
gut to (hew ]the Prince of Conaught, that it was 

' ' ^ / ' ' ' fnerely 
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merely for the fake of fubfiftence, and not of plun-DoNo,. 
der, that the army diftrefled the fubjedts of his fa-^ H- 
^her, DoNouGH afliired him, that if any provifions """"^^ 
remained after the neceflfities of his men were fiu- 
tisfied, they^ftiould be returned. 

As reafonable an anfwer as this may appear to 
1>e to the reader, it did not content the Prince of 
Conaught ; and with the true implacable fpirit of an 
ofF^ndad Irifhman, rather than not take his revenge^ 
he would take it at the expence of his own co^ntry, 
and though it fhould advantage the common ene» 
my. The Momonian army therefore being too 
powerful for him to meddle with, he privately fent 
intelligence to the 35anes, that it was upon the 
march towards them, and at all events determined 
to free their King and Dunch an from their impri- 
fonment. As foon as Sitrick had received this 
information, who was waiting at Ardms^h, where 
the prifoners were, for Kennedy's anfwer to 
his propofals, he ordered the Danllh Earls who 
had the care of their imprifonments to march out 
of the city with all their troops, and give the Mo- 
monians battle ; whilft he with his guards might 
fafely and unperceiyed remove the prifoners aboard 
the fleet at Dundalk. 

Whether Sitrick thought only to make a di- 
verfion for this purpofe, by ordering his forces to 
jgive battle to the Irifh army fo much fiiperior to 
them in number, and that they might make good 
their retreat without any confideraWc lofs, or 
whether he intended to remove the prifoners at all 
events, even to the facrificing his army that was 
detached to caufe this diverfion, as foon as Dor 
NOUGH was informed in the beginning of the adtion 
with them, by fome whom,he had made prifoners, 
that the King and Dunchan were carried away 
to Dundalk, beingchrag;ed at the difappointment, 
be prdered no quarter to be given, and fcarce a 

Dane 
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DoHO. Dane outlir^d to tell the defeat. On the next 
H- morning early he marched the army to Dundalk^ 

' in hopes to {Mxpvizt the Dani(h General, and reeo* 

• vcr the liberty of his prifonere. But the few Danes 
who had efcaped the flaughtet htiring fled thither^ 
andiqformed SitSLick of the (Irdngth of the Mun- 
iter army, hfe found it would be impoffible for hindl 
to oppofe them; and that there Wils no other way left 
to fecure his prifoners* or to provide for his oWn 
iafety and that of his men^ but by getting them 
ail, as fail as poffible, on bodrd his (hips ^bich 
lay in the bay. 

The embarkation was fcarce eflfefbed, when the 
anhy of Munfter reached Dundalk ; where they 
hoped to inclofe the Datles as in ^ net^ and either 
make therh prifdners of war, or put them all to 
the (Word: but they had no fooner entered the 
place under this expectation, thian they found 
them(el\res again difappointed, their King carried 
aboard^ and the enemy out of their reach. Whilft 
they were crouding along the fhore, lamenting thi^ 
misfortune, and meditating a ik^ay to redrcfs it^ they 
faw a lai^ fleet under a brilk gale of wind fteering 
diredtly towards the Daniih (hips, which they foon 
perceived to be the fleet from Munfter. In the 
iame proportion in which they were elated with 
this difcovery, the Danes were furprifed and terri- 
fied. For when once they were embarked, they 
thought themfelves as much out of the reach of 
the Irifli, as though they had been landed in their 
own country. But inftead of this^ fafcty, they 
found themfelves on a fiidden in the utmoft peril. 
There was no poflibility of efcaping the Irifh fleet, 
which would be almofl: along^fidc' of them before 
they could weigh anehgr and get under fail ; an4 
if they attempted to difembark, they were fure to 
be cut to pfeces by the hi(h army. There wag 
therefore no f(^curity for thcin in this fituation, but 
/ ■ in 
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in their valour and dexterity ; and in thcfe thcJ^DoMo. 
muft confide. H* 

The Irifti admiral^ if he it»y ht called fo^ per- 
ceiving the Danes in the utmoft hurry and (ionfufi* 
on at his apjiniach^ made all the hafte he could to 
b^in the attack ; coilfiftently with that order ai^d 
difpofition of his (hips, .€m which thefuccefs of na- 
val engagements in a'giridtt meafure dep^hds. I( 
the Danes were tindcfr a manlfeft difadvantiage in 
having fcarce time enough to form into a line of 
battle, yet they were much foperior in the tiunibeir 
of mea, having all die guards, and the temalndei' 
of their land forces on boards which^ in ifaips 
without ordnance, make the principal patt df their 
ftrength. The Irifti commander, like d bitave itian) 
fought out the ftiip of the Danilh general, and after 
attacking i( with great impetuofity, boarded it 
fword in hand. He bad been fcarce a moment on 
board, before he few C^allachak bound to the 
mall. Nothing biit the fight of his King in that 
pofition, whofe liberty was the great objcdt of the 
expedition which he bad the command of^ cbuld 
add to the fire of his va]our on that ocqafion : bu( 
this fight fet his Valour in a bla^e of fury ; and re- 
gardlefs of prudence, fafety^ or any other cohfide- 
lation, he tnade his way to him through blood and 
flaughter. As foon as he had cut the cords with 
his fword, which had faftened him to the maft, he 
advifed him inftantly to repair aboard the Irilh 
(hip he had quitted, and leave him to fight it out 
with the General of the Danes. There was no tirtie 
for cotifultatiOn, andCs allachan took his advice; 
but though nothing could exceed the fpirit and ac-^ 
tivity of the Irifti Admiral, who feeitied fom^thing 
more than man^ and virho dealt death and deftrucr 
tion found him, yet he was n6t imtnortal Sur- 
rounded at laft by the Danifti guards, and .too few 
0f his own feamen having boarded the ftiip with 
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DoNo. him to clear the deck, he was over-powered by 
U* numbers, and fell covered with blood and wounds. 

- The Danifh General, being convinced, that up- 

on the lo(s of his own (hip would in all probability 
follow the lofs of all his fleet, exerted his (kill and 
valour in order to fave it : and that he might flrike 
a terror and difmay into the Iri(h, he caufed the 
head of Failbhe their Admiral to be cut off and 
cxpofed to view. Fing all, the Admiral's fecond, 
being thus informed of his fate, refolved to revenge 
his death; and calling to his men to follow him, 
they boarded the Dane with irrefiftible fury, • The 
conteft was hot and bloody ; but there being (b 
many fre(h men to fupply the place of the flaugh-» 
tered or difabled Danes, the Iri(h had no profpeft 
of obtaining the vidkory. As unable however as 
Fing ALL was topoflefs himfelf of the Daniih (hip, 
he wastoovaliantanlrifhmanto thinkof retreating 
to his own ; efpecjally without the deftrudtion of 
SiTRiCK, in revenge of the death of Failbhe, 
He took a refolution therefore in this dilemma, 
which is not perhaps to be paralleled in any hillo. 
ry. Making bis way up toSiTRicK, with his 
fword, againit all that oppofed him, he grafped 
him clofe in his arms and threw himfelf with him 
into the fea ; where they both perilhed tc^tther. 
Two other Irilh Captains, being fired with the 
glory of this adtigp of Fing all's, and being in^^ 
tent on fecuring the vidtory to their countrymen, 
made their way through the enemy with redoub- 
led fury, and boarding the (hip in which were 
Tor and Magnus, the furviving brothers of Sit^ 
RICK, and then the chief commanders of the Danes, 
ru(hed violently upon them, caught them up in 
their arms, after the example of Fing all, and 
jumping over board with theni^ they were all lo(l 
together. 

The ^ 
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The Danes being equally aftoniftied and difinay- DoMOi 
ed at tKefe defperatc exploits of the Irilh, having ^^ 
loft their General and his brothers as well as vaft '- 

numbers of other officers and men, and the royal 
prifoners being releafed, began to lofe much of 
their courage, and to think all oppofition in 
vain. The Irifh perceiving the enemy dilpirited 
and giving way, purfued their fuccefe with fo 
much the more ardour ; and boarding moft of 
the Danifh fleet, a horrible flaughter enfued. Nor 
did the Momonians obtain this viftory— the firft 
engagement at fea which the Irifh ever attempted-^ 
without prodigious lofs. The Danes, befidcs their 
numbers, had greatly the fuperiority in point of 
(kill in naval encounters ; and they not only fought 
for their prefent fafety, but for their future peace 
and eftablilhment in the ifland. On the other fidie 
the Irifh contended not only for vidtory, but to re- 
deem their King and country out of the hands of 
thefe treacherous and cruel enemies. This was 
therefore the moft obftinate and bloody battle that 
had been ki^own between them for manj' years. 
The army which ftood on the Ihore in fight of the 
whole engagement were like men diftra6ted, be- 
caufe they were fo near and yet could give no 
afliftance to their countrymen ; who were over- 
matched in (kill and numbers, and who for a great 
while had no profpeft of obtaining the vidtory : 
at laft however it was completed, though very 
dearly bought, and a few only of the lighteft 
gallies of the Danes efcaped to fta. 

The reader will eafily figure to himfelf the ac- 
clamations of the army, and the exprefllons of mu- 
tual joy, when the Irifh fleet approached the fhore 
after a viftory fo extraordinary. Nor was Ceal- 
LACH AN himfelf lefs delighted with his deliverance 
from a conftant apprehenfion of death or flavery, 

through ' 
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DoKP* through the favagc and tyrannical temper of Sit- 
!'• KICK ; with whorp neither huaianity nor the laws 
of nations h^ any weig^h^- The K^ing therefore 
ordered die mod grateful acknowledgments to be 
ipa4^ (o ^U hi$ forces by Cea and land for their fi- 
delity $|nd s^fijbdtion^ and. efpecially to the former, 
by whofe invincible courage he was enabled to 
leg^in hii^ freedotm. Having givfen inftrudtipns for 
the care of the wounded and the prifoners, and 
having provided fufiiciently for his fleet, he put 
himfelf once more at the head of his army, in 
ordpr to ret^ri^ to the government of his pro- 
vince. 

The King of Leinfter^ a man of a mean and 
iervile difppfitipa, envious of the glory which the 
Moiponi^^ had acquired) though over the enemies 
of his pountry, prepared to obilrudt his pa0d^e 
throi^ hia dominions, and to harrafs him in his 
marca To this purpofe he collefted all the forces 
he could at fo (hort a warning, intending to place 
them in different ambufcades — for he was neither 
generous nor ftrong enough to attack them openly — 
that they might fall upon the army of Cea ll a- 
CHAN, when they expedtedno oppofition and were 
prepared for no defence. But with what fecrecy 
ibever he might form this b^fe and treacherous 
j>lan ^gainft his countrymen, he could not carry it 
into execution without its being known in part to 
the King of Mi^nfler. The gathering his troops to- 
gether at that time, without any apparent motive, 
was enough to caufe ai) alarm ; and there muft be 
thofe about him, who had fo much love for their 
native country, as to deteft and betray fuch an 
apoftate from it. It is certain however that 
Ceallachan by fome means or other .had time- 
ly notice of this defign ; and being outragioufly in- 
cenfcd at fo much unnatural and unprovoked per- 
fidy, he proclaimed it tOkhis whole army ^ order- 
ing 
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ing no quarter to be given to the men of LeinAer Df ho. 
who engaged in fuch a caufe, but to hunt them U* 
down as robbers apd beafts of prey. This is onc^ - 
amongft many, of the diabolical effibds of war ; 
that innocent men, forced upon a fervice which 
they perhaps abhor, muft be facrificed to the 
pride, ambition, or malice of their mafters. But 
thefe &vere injundions of Cballach an being 
carried by fome deierters to the King of Leiafter-^ 
and probably by connivance, if not by order— he 
ftood in lb much fear of the refcntment of the Mo- 
monians, who were flulhed with vi6)[ory, and who 
were then prepared to receive him, that he defift^ 
ed from his enterprise ; and diimifling his forces 
kft the army of Munfter to profecute their march 
without any moleftation. 

The joy of that province at the return ©f their 
King from his captivity, who was juftly bdoired 
for his many eminent virtues, may eafily be conr 
ceived without any afliftante from the hi£brian. ' 
When he had fettled himfelf in his government, 
and had thoroughly refrefhed and recruited his 
forces, refledingon the oppreflion and the treachery 
of the Danes from which he had juft had a very 
narrow efcape, he refolved to colledk the- whole f 

ftrength of his province, to fall upon them in 
every quarter, and if poffible to expel them all 
out of his kingdonv To this purpofe he began 
with thofe that inhabited in and about Limerick, 
and without much oppofition obt^ned a complete 
vidtory ; flaughtering five hundred, and making 
prifoners of all the r^ft. From hence he marched 
his army to the country o£ Cafhell, where was a 
great deal of plunder defended by five huiidre4 
Danes : the former he took, and the latter he put 
to the fword. The Daniih General havipg received 
intelligence of this defeat, gave him battle with 
an intention to recover the plunder : but the Mo« 

monians 



»' . 
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DoNo. monians were too ftrong for him : a great part of 
H* his army was deftroyed ; and he himfelf with the 
■*"""^^ remainder very difficultly efcaped on board their 
fhips and put to Tea. Having thus cleared his 
country of thefe invaders^ and fecured peace 
to his province, he made an alliance with the 
King of the Deifies, to whom he gave his fifler in 
marriage ; and in a fhort time after de£:ended 
quietly to his grave, to the inexpreflible difadvan- 
tage and grief of all his fubjedts. 

In all probability the fucceflion to the crown of 
Munfter at the death of Ceallachan was much 
conceded : for a confpiracy was formed by fome of 
the near relations of the fucceeding King, which 
in two years put an end to his life and reign to- 
gether. Ma HON, the fon of Kejnnedv above- 
-mentioned, was then called to the crown ; who 
had one brother King of Thomond at that time, 
and another called Brian Boromy, of whom 
the reader will fee a great deal in the next book, 
who was then a general in the Munfter army. As 
/} '. we hear no more(of the father norl| of the brother 
)DuNCHAN who had been taken prifoner by the 
Danes with Ceallachan, it is natural to con* 
elude that they were dead : and fuch omiflions as 
thefe occur very frequently in the fhort hiftorical 
accounts that are handed down of tbofe diftant 
times. However were fuch pmifTions as thefe the 
only ones, they would not be worth repining at j 
and may be eafily fupplied by every difcerning rea- 
der. But omitfions, of much greater moment to 
cod hiftory, occur in every page of the materials 
rom which this ancient ftate of Ireland is com- 
piled ; and though this is to be lamented, it is not 
to be remedied. 

The reign of Donogh, Monarch of Ireland at 
this time, is a pregnant proof of the truth of what 
t have faid ; for though it continued five and 

twenty 
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twenty years, yet we meet with nothing at -all Dono. 
relating to him but what hath been already men- I^* 
tioned, of his conniving. at Sitrick's treachery^ "*"' 
arid that he carried his army into the territories 6f 
Conaught-^— for what reafon it is not faid — where 
he fuffered a defeat, and many of his troops were 
flain. The whole country indeed was harraflfed by 
the Danes and Norwegians all through his reign : 
and though there muft be other matter for hiftory 
to be recorded, yet the writers of thofe times, it is 
faid, and I fuppofe not untruly, were obliged to 
ufe the fword in the room of. the pen ; and in- 
ftead of relating the tranfadtions of their country, 
to employ themfelves rn its defence^ In the inters 
vals of peace however, it may be prefumed that 
they returned to the bufmefs of their profefBon^ 
and thatall the public affairs of any moment were 
rccolleded and fet down; .Eut I have more than 
orice acbounted for the bfs of thcfe nai'rations in 
the deftruftfon of their archives by their foreiga 
enemies, arid how it happens, that there arc extraas 
or abrid^nents of them in i the fragnients which 
have efcaped. 

In this reign, it has been obferved, that thei 
Danes and Norwegians were very trouhlefome to 
the Irilh in many parts of the ifland ; and for want 
of harmony and union among the natives, their at- 
tempts in general proved fuccefsful •, for they fre- 
quently procured thofe advantages by fraud which 
they could not obtain by force. Thus the King 
-of Leinfter arid his children fell into their hands by 
treachery ;. whom thiey detained in captivity as 
long as they could, and treated them with great 
feverity. Thde outrages at length awakened the 
King'of Munfter, to revenge^the caufe of hisaoun* 
try upon, the common enemy : and by the parti-* 
culars which are recorded of the adtton, it feem^B 
to have been an engagement between the. who}e 
M Vol.' II. M body 
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DoMo. body of the Dane& in the feuthera pert of the 
II* iOand on, one fide^ and the Momoawns, headed by 

' 7" Ma HON their King, and hk brother Bhiam their 

renowned General; on the othen In this battle 
however the former met with a total oyerthrow;, 
and with the lois of alnioft all tb^ir cluef com* 
manders. The governors of Wat^rford, Cork, and 
Limerick, were annong the flaia ; the number of 
which amounted to two thouiand in the field of 
battle : but as they were purfued in their, retreat 
into the city of Limerick and chafed from ftreet to 
ftreet, theflaughter became moore coniiderahley and 
the vidory more complete. The place was given 
up by the King of Munfter, to be plundered by 
his troops, as a reward for their zeal and course ; 
and an immenfe booty of jewels, gold and iiiver, 
and rich furniture, wa& found in it Wheathe 
houfes were thoroi^tdy riAed and dm pliHider car- 
ried 0&, the town was burnt down, the fortifications 
were difmantled, and the whole city andttdfvtburfas 
rtoderedan heap of rutn& Soon after thisvi^ory, 
Ma hom, though a Prince of great valour and con- 
du£t, who had an undoubted right to the crown of 
Munfter, was for famt reafon or other, which is 
not mentioned, confpired againft by his fub^edts, 
feized upon, and conducted under a ftrong guard 
as a prifcMicr to the territory of Oneachach> where 
he was barbardufly put to death. 

Th^ great fucccfs of the Irifli in the fouthem 
province had a good efFed on their countrymen in 
the north ; who refolved to of^pofe the progreis of 
the Danes in Ulfter. To this end the provincial 
troops were all affismbied, under the cxuAomnd of 
MoifcTouGH, the fon of Neil their General: : and 
the foreigners were attadced with fd much vigour 
and refolution, and the a£kion was coodufted widx 
fo much military ikill by the Irifli General, that the 
Dane^ were routed, with a flaughter of c^^t huti- 

dred 
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dred men, and theij? three chief commanders. Do no, 
Thefe two defeats, confiderable as they were, yet ^^* 
were rendered npuch more ib in the conrequenceS 
which they had throughoyt the kingdorh. For 
the Danes, having loft their principal officerii, ^d 
the gieaiteftpart of their forces, became difpirit- 
ed : they were afraid left the Irifb, feeing fo few of 
them remaining, ihould agree together at once^ 
to fall upon tncm eveiy where before they had 
procured si^i^eih fupply from Norway, and fo exr 
tirpate. thelt. whole race : and had the Iriih not 
been, dopmeA t;o l^ always facrificed to their 
own ioiteft'ii^ heats and anlmofities, the fate of 
the Danes at that tijmc might have been fuch 
as th?y apprehended. This apprehenfion howe- 
v«. indwalthcjm to ceafe from all hoftility and 
cppi^ion. : and a fpirit of freedom and tran«^ 
quilUty bluing dififufed over the illand inftead 
of .flav^ry,, iind bloodftied, , the natives enjoyed g 
liate of cofiun^rce aad proiperity^ wjiich, they 
budlbeen fti:angers to for many yeara 

B>ut this )aft^ not long. The DaineS receired i 
reipCOccement, which gave them new life^ and 
encour^god them to return to their former oc^ 
cupaitions^of violence and rapine* The Iri(h had 
fo much experience of tHe treachery of thefei 
people^ that in the intervals of peace they werel 
obligjeq to be upoa their guard, left their fecu* 
rity fjaould prove their ruin ; aiid it was well fox* 
thcfn that they were. Co. Thus, at a celebrated 
fair of Roibrea, at this time, when the public, tran-^ 
quillity wi^ undifturbad, a very formidable body 
of the Danifti, army made a ftolen march, in orj 
der to furprife them, and to carry off all xhti 
roods .^pd n^erchandiie exhibited on that occafion^ 
lut' the natives brought their arms to defcpnd 
theur property in cafe it ftiduld be attaciced $ and 
aj3 foon as they received mteHigence that tb^ 

M a Danei 
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DoNo. Danes were on their march againft them, they 
11- left the farr by common confent With^heir goods 

" abroad ; and though'the)j' h^d neither fkill nor op- 
portunity to draw up' b a regular order, yet they 
feJI. upon the enemy with fo much refolution and 
unanimity, and the Danes were fo much furprized 
in their turn with this attack, that a panriick 
toojc them at the firft charge which they could not 
recover from, and four tnoufand were killed m 
the battle and in the purfuit S;qch {fvidory as 
this, obtained by merchants and tradefmen met to- 
gether at a publick fair, )vithout order, \and \Vith- 
out difcipline, is a tnembrable inftance of * what 
jgreat things may be e^eftM by a body of men^ 
tinder an unanimous relolution to conquer' or to die. 
The inhabitants dt the province' of '<;oflaught 
being alarmed at'* tmsMnfididus condiift' of the 
Danes,, and rbujed l?yt|ie^ bravery of their coun- 
trymen, determined to difjf)oflefs the fortigriers of 
that provinces m two attempts agatnfl: them they 
fucceeded to their wiflies j but' the Danes were fo 
much enraged at thefe defeats, that they' ^rtad 
thcmfelves over the country,' rifling all- the tdiur- 
phes and religious hotifes that fell ih tlieir' way, 
and plundering the undrmed mhabitants with great 
cruelty. This however did got abate the courage 
nor the refolution of the army of Corianght ; on 
the contrary it whetted bodi; and they took an 
ample revenge for* thislaft'tnliilt on the province, 
by flaughterinff or eJcpelKng /all the Danes that 
v/tt6 concerned in it. But the Danes were not the 
only foreigners which ftie Irilh had to encounter at 
that time. Roi>ERicK,"*a Prince bf Wales,' a 
brave and Experienced General, tranfpdrted ia great 
armyofWelfh, in order to plunder the country, 
and ifpoflible, to keep pofleflion of • it. The 
natives received him with therr wonted vaiour, 
and the Prince lofing his life in the fti'ft charge,- the 

' ^ " greatcft 



gre^eft pjart of his %rmy fliarcd bis fate.. : About I>ono; 
this )timc died- DoHoa Hy.rthB-Monarch of Irdand, '^• 
after a jv^ry inglorious, ''ina6ki*e reign -of five and '^^ "^ 
twenty years ; if noA./in.:ba/e alliance, and cx>n- 
federacywith the QanelSy «t ItAft not their eiiemy. 

Gong ALL the fon dfrNJEj-aiirTH, of the Hercr Cong. 
monian line, iliccecded hina. on. the. throne ; but IL 
not in hifs inadtivity add wfeint of love for his A. D. 
country. For no fooner did' the Danes begin to * 944- 
raife difturbances in his reign, than he colleded 
all his forces to chaftize ihem ^ and in the memor- 
abla^attle of Mune-Bregan, defeated tliem with ' 
the uaughter of feventhouPdod ; the moft Woody 
batde^vif I remember right, in all. their, hiftory 
hitherto. About this time the Danes of Ireland 
were converted to the Cbxi ft i an faith ; and it i^ 
faid, that they then bjuilt'the Abbey of St. Mary's, 
near Dublin, for Monkis of the Benedidine order : 
though others. have fuppofed.that it was founded 
long befere. - . . 

Ma«on .the King of- Munfter, being, put to 
death in the manner ahovei related, "hi5 brother 
Brian BoROMY, and the General of his army^ 
ittounted the throne. Among fo many diftinguifh- 
ed warriors of Irifti birth, as we have already met 
with in this work, it is irapoflible perhaps to fay 
vwhofe fpiiit was tihe moft magnanimous, whole 
-courage was the rtioft: invincible, whofe arm had ^ 

the moft ftrength,- . whofe zeal was rnoft a<ftive, 
whofe military Ikill was greateft^ and whofe head 
was crowned wi th the higheft glory. But i f Br i a n 
<iid not excel in all thcfe particulars, it is certain 
that he equalled the moft illuftrious in any one of 
them ; and that he had greater fuccefs than all 
his predeceflbrs. 

When he had called his own fubje£ls to Account 
that had confpired againft his brother, and put 
iin end to the difbrd^rs ip his^ proviucr, . he lent -a 

M 3 heral4 
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Cong, herald to tnrod^im wtr agtinft the IQng of Oae^ 
B- jpu:hach, whofe ful^edte had jput Mahovt to death. 

' The King tnade all the hafte he could to pror 

yide for his defenice ; an4 tMokiDC htf own znof 
not fufficient to make head a^im the Mompnt-- 
^n^ he too)c fifteen h)|ndred &ne8 into his pay, 
upon whom he had great dependance. The I^ing 
of Munfter marched at the head of his provincial 
troops, and had the illuftri9us tribe of Dal^ais ^n 
the rear ' ; and though when the battle was joined^ 
U was fought with great vdilour, yet the Monoo^ 
nians fopn broke through the oppofite arniyyiand 
a terrible carnage enfued. The Danea endeamur^ 
ed to fave themielveis by flight : but the greateft 
part of them were killed in the porfuit^ or taken 
priipnjers ^ and thi^ fucpeft drew t[ie envy and iHr 
Will of the king of the Daifief upon Brian. 

Whether tie had any alliance with the defeated 
Prince that ilirred him up thus to revei»R his 
caufe, the hiftpry doe^ npt inform us : and tnouj^ 
it is faid, that he was fb unnatural as to relbive to 
take vengeance pn ^he King of Munfter for the 
fiaughter of the Danes in this battle, yet it feeim 
|ncrediji>le that thi$ (hould have been his only mo* 
tive, or jndecd the principal motive for nuiking 
war upon him. For though we have had many 
inftances in our own time and country, of very 
iextravagant lengths whjch men have gone in favour 
pf its public enemies, yet the cafe before us is 
widely different ; nor does the taking in the Dane;? 
hy the Irifh Princes, as auxiliaries, in their battles 
with one another, bear any prpportion to the crime 
pf taking fatijfedtion pf the King of Munfter, 
for the overthrow which he bad given the Danes. 
We muft therefore conclude, I think, that either 
the King of the Daiifie^ had fome allifi^nce or con- 
nexion with the King of Oneachach, or that he 
had fome animpiity againft Brian« for pther rea- 

■ - ions 
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foflisthai>^'bi$ fuccefs againft die Danes : aixl if we Cong. 
iboukl fay that envy at his jawing fame, which H. 
>began at that time to furpjjis the fame of ali his " ' ■ ' 
coBtempofaries, had fdme fbare in inclining' him 
to oiakeiwar upon Brian, it is an aflertion which, 
may be juftified from human nature. 

But whatever were the motives of Domald, 
King of the Daifies, having raifed a numerous 
and well difciplined army amongft his own peo- 
ple, and taken a formidable body of Danes into 
his pay, he invaded tlie territories, of the King of 
Muafter 5 and with die fury of aii, enraged and 
bitter enemy, ipread terror and delblation among 
the inhabitants. As foon as Bri^k received in-^ 
diligence of thefe hoftilities, and couid get his 
troqps together^ he led them dire<9:ly up to th^ 
enemy, whon) he found plundering the country in 
sa very niercUefs«iannen It was impoflible for the 
Danes to withftand the valour and impetuofity with 
which they were attacked by the army of Br j an ; 
and afcfar a vigorous but fliort refiftance, they were v 
entirely routed. The King' of the Daifies feeing 
his fubfidies thus feverely handled, and his own 
forces jflaughtpring or giving way on evdry fidq^ 
£>ught his: oWn iafet^ as well as theirs by flight* 
The purfuit wa^ hot and bloody ; and as thi^ wa$ 
merely a war of defence and unprovoked, the 
Mooionians had their juft refentments to gratify/ 
its well as to maintain their renown in arms. The 
defeat thcrcfcMre of the eneoiy, and the flaughter 
of the ^reateil: part of them, did not content the 
jKing of Munfter and his army ; but continufng 
-jhe purfuit to the town of Waterford, and entering 
the place with them, they put all the reft to tli^ 
fword; and Donald King of the Daifies, was 
jdeiecvedly among the (lain. The city, which 
was then inhabited by the Danes, was iacked^and 
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Gong, plundered by the conquerors ; and after the booty 
^'- was fent away, it was fet on fire in many places, 
and con fumed to allies. *« 

This great hero Brian, having thus recovered 
the tranquillity of his province, and by the glory 
of his fiiccefles having eftabliftied his fame over 
the idand, obliged the Ibuthern half of it, called 
Leath Modha and fo often mentioned, to profcfs 
allegeance to him and pay him a tribute. But 
the Irifli and Danes in the province of Leinfter foon 
revolted, difowned his authority, and refufed 
the tribute ; and Bjjlian found it neceflary to 
phaftize them for their diibbedience* by force of 
arms. Therefore putting himfelf at the head of 
his veteran troops whom he had made invincible, 
he marched to Leinfter ; and the army of that pro^ 
vince, confifting of Dane^ and Irilh, offered them 
battle. No courage, nor even fury,, were wanting 
on either fide ; but the Momonians by their expe- 
rience and fuperior fkill, or by the good genius of 
their King, in a fhort time broke the ranks of their 
enemies, and overthrew them with a terrible 
llaughter ; leaving five thoufand dead in the 
field of battle. The Danes which furvived the 
adion • were purfued as far as Dublin ; in which 
purfuit a great many mbrfe were flain, and boftages 
were delivered up* for the fidelity of thofe who 
were fpar^d from the fword. Brian then levied 
his tribute, which was fent with him to Kincora in 
the county, of Giare^ where he kept hi^ court ; 
and his victorious troops went into quarters of 
relFrdhment. 

The only notice, except what has been menti- 
oned^ which is handed down of the Monarch Con- 
GALi:. through a reign of twelve years, is, a rup^ 
ture which he had with the King of Munftej foon 
^fter this battle— upon what grounds it is not faid 
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-r— invading his province in a hoftile manner, and Con q, ^ 
putting two of his brothers to the fword. All the H. | 
other particulars of this expedition, and the man- "^ 
ner in which it ended and was revenged by Brian, 
muft be left to our own conjedture ; for there is no 
account It is eafy enough to imagine however 
from the warlike and heroic character of this 
Prince, that he revenged this indignity from the 
Monarch of Ireland, and revenged it very fevere- 
ly. The remainder of this reign is taken up with v, 

accounts of the great fuccefles of the Danes under 
the conunand of Godfrey afon of Sitrick ; of 
their confederacy with the Irifti in the province of 
Leinfter; of their plundering the churches and re- 
ligious houfes ; and of their carrying away three 
thoufand prifbners, befides gold and filver and other 
booty to an immenfe value. The Monarch having 
marched his army to Ardmagh in order to put 
a ftop to theie depredations, was there fet upon 
by the Danes, and their unnatural allies the troops 
of.Leiniler, where they were defeated, andflain. 

On the death of Cong ALL, the throne of Ireland Do no. 
was filled by Donald D Nkill of the Heremo-- -^ yi 
nian line, who may. be called Donald, the Fourth ; '^' 
and he fat upon the throne four and twenty years. 
His . reign however was a time of great diftradli- 
oh, through the (requent hoftilitiesof the Danes, 
and the oppofition given to them by the Irifli. 
The Monarch himielf, upon fome provpcsition or 
other, which is omitted, invaded die province of 
'G)nau^t, whofe King had not an army fiifficient 
to nKtke head againil: him ; and Donald carried 
off a very valuable booty, and a great number of 
.prifoncrs. On one fide the Danes who inhabited 
-Dublin, made incurfions into the county of 
Kildare, which they plundered, under the com- . 
mand of Amelanus their Geacrsi'r'and on the 
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DoBf. ether fide tiie Waroomms under Brian thfik IQbg 
I^- affiiultcd the Dames i^hotdbd^ited limerick, ami 

"■ fet it on fire about their ^ars. The Kang of UMber 

being provbked widi theLageaians^for the affiftance 
they had given to die common enemy^ and ento-tng 
into a confederacy with themagainft thoir country, 
raifed a forinidabte army among his fubjefls^ mardi- 
ed with it into Letnfter, and plundered all the^pro- 
vinQe from the Barrow eailward to the fea. Here 
he encamped for two months, and withftood die 
united efforts of die Danes aad Lagenians to di£r 
lodge him and make kirn retire* 

Notwithftanding the frequent perils and diibofn- 
iitures which the natives brought upon their fbr 
reign enemies, yet for want of itba^ harmony which 
is one great ftrength of a nation, and behig^aocui'- 
iied with inteftine feuds and aminofhies, the Danes 
ftWl continued their ravines in^many partss of ths 
kingdom. This induced the monarch at length to 
£ill upon thofe who inhabited the city of DuUtn $ 
and their ailbciates the Lagenians ; and a deffB^rate 
and bloody battle enfued. The ibuigbter mSk fo 
^reat <xi both fides, and efpeciaily among the 
-cbieifs, that the vt^ory is.given. to neither. About 
the fame time, the patriot and the heroBiiiA:v 
BoiioMy engaged the Danes of Inis-catby, ikiile4 
■eight hundred upon the fpot, ^nd routed all the 
reft. But KiKOTH the primate, fo £^ forgot h» 
country, his reiigicxi, and \nmtd£y as to idlift the 
'foreigneis who lived at Dublin againft the irifh: 
Cor the people of Letnfter being weary of tbevaffida^ 
in which €hey were held, and takii^ adsramage <0f 
the great flaugjhter which was tnade oi the Danes 
in the laft a<fkion between them and the Monarch, 
in which they loft their three Generals firft in comr 
fnand, refuied any longer id be their auxiliai^s. 
The Dianes, being accuftomed ^o fi> much fitbimf- 
lion from them, were irrit^te^l at this refu&l, and 

witli 
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vnA iht affifkoce of ihe priidate made war tqxm Don. 
thfe proiinxiicial troops^ in vhidi the Prioce of IV. 
Leinfter fcft his bfe. • ■' -" ' ' 

It 18 impoffible lx> fay nvliat provocatioos might 
ha:ve tiempted die primate to a^ a part which was 
fo unnat^rd and fo much out of charader.; and 
though dierc might be fomethtsg, if we knew the 
w4iote, which m^t aUeviate his guilt a httlc, yet 
no provocations wbateirer could juftify a prelate, a 
man of a peaceful holy function, in affifting fo« 
retgnets, if notFagaofi, toonkewarupon his coun« 
^^men, and to bring them under their yoke. But if 
here is the inftance of a Biifaop turnkig nis crofier in* 
to a fwoid) in fiivour of thofe towhom he was bound 
by every tie to oppofe, we have at the &me time 
ttiother inftance of a King quitting his dirone^ 
leaving his fubje£ts in a tinoe of peril whom he was 
bound to defend agiunft theifr enemies, taking 
the habit of a religious, and (batting himielf up in 
a cell. For immediately after this laft vidory of 
the Danes, Donald the {idonarch abdicated the 
throne, went to the convent a^ Ardmai^ and en* 
ded his days as a Monk. What a reverie of cfaa^ 
irader in two men of the greatefl rank in the king* 
^om ; and what n proof of the decettfubefs of the 
human hcaurt I The King of Munfter, as thou§^ 
he was born tobe the icourge of the Danes, reveng- 
ed this }aft defeat of his countrymen, by giving bat- 
tle to the foreigners at Inis-cadiy ; taking their three 
Generals prifoners, and killing eight bundled men. 

On Donald's quitting the throne, Malachy Mala. 
the fecond was ' eled^ Monarch of Ireland : and II. 
^ug^ Ware calls htm his ion, yet I can find no A. D. 
authority among the Irifh writers for this afiertion. 9^o. 
On the contrary we are tdd by Kk atino, that be 
was the ion of the Nfonarch Flan, which feems 
likewii^ to have been a miftake ; fof he had been 
dead above direefcore years at that time : indeed 

Lynch 
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Mala. Lynch and ^^the book of reignis'': ha^ caHed him 
n. the fob of Donald, ibutrthis is ekfdaioed by 

-^ OFlaherty, whofaysthatMALACHYWastfaeibn 

of another Donald, die ibm of DoNotiGu the 
Monarch, and therefore the grandfon of Elan; 
which accounts for the miftakes of both; the. au*- 
thors above mentioned. It is certain however that 
he was a Prince of the Het'^nnonian houfe ; and in 
the firft years of his .monarchy he approved him* 
felf worthy of his defctnt, by oppofing the firce- 
booters with great valour and activity. The bat-p 
tie of Tara which he fought againft the Danes qf 
Dublin, and the fons of Humphry one of the 
Generals whom Brian had taken Frifbner, in 
which five thoufiind of them were flain, makes a 
principal figure in the annals of his reign. Indeed 
this adtion and the fiege of Dublin which foon af- 
ter followed it, with a fmall rencounter, are. the 
only inftances which he gave of an a£tive zeal 
dgainit the enemies of his country, during a reign 
of three and twenty years. It is true that though 
he gave no more difturbance to the foreigners, yet 
he was not yet fo much addi£ted to eafe and indo- 
lence, but that he could indulge a fptrit of ani« 
mofity againft his countrymen, and carry boftili- 
ties into Munfter for the fake of fbopte quarrel 
which he had with the Dalgais : he took an oppor- 
tunity, Wjhilft the King was afliftijig the province 
of Conaught with his army againft the Danes, to 
make this incurfion : but as foon as Brian wsIb 
informed of it, he marched back Avith all (peed to 
the refcue of his country, which Malachy quit- 
ted on his approach : and this animofity was re- 
membered by Brian, when he who indulged it 
thought, itvhnd been f<»:gQtten. 

I have mentioned the fiege of Dublin, underta- 
ken by this Monarch ; and I rauft now return to^it. 
Encouraged, by his fuccefejat the battle of Tara, 

and 
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and being 'i\ot yet cori*u^ted with the eaie and lux- Mala. 
ury. of a: court, he made an alliance with the King **• 
of Ulftcr, by Which- they agreed to job their for- ^ 
ces iand attack the city of Dublin ;^he place of 
refuge for the Daneis, to which they retired upon 
a defcrati ^tiH tHey' were reinforced from Norway 
-with a frefh fupply. ' In confequence of this treaty^ 
all the necieflary preparations for a fiege were made ; 
and the allied army, wHich^as numerous and well 
difciplihe4i . iat down befbi-e the walls. Without 
caririon^ bombS, or riiortarj or any other imple- ^ 
mcnts \^ieh modern times have invented for 
the diabolical deftruAion of mankind, the fiege 
of^ a- city fortified muft depend a great deal more 
on feourage and' ailivity than on ikill and perfe- 
verince : and accordingly when the allies had been 
three days entrenched, a general aflault was made ; 
arid in proportion to the violence of the- (lorm was 
*h# flaughter on both fides that enfueid. The fury 
of the Irifli at length prevailed ; thelf ftandatid was 
fixed upon the ramparts, and the Danes yielding 
the place, the Irifh entered it fword iri^hand.. But 

. "the Violen6e ufual on fu^h occafions was reftrained ! 
the conqufefprs were contented With their-Ari<flory, 
and the plurider ^tiich it afforded, without putting 
th^'Vretched inhabftafntfe to the fword. AU the - 
Iriih Pfilbners, among whorn was the King of Lein- 
Her arid his childrenj *and fevefral hoftages of the 
firft rank, who had fiiflfered at long and fevere con- 
finement,' were fet'at liberty; and the principal 
Daniih officers took their places: In fhort their 
affairs by^ this conqueft were rediaced to- great 'cx- 
trithiities, a^d they were obFiged to fubmit to what- 
ever cdAdJttons the Monarch of Ireland thought fit 
tb Irrtpofe. 'Thefel conditions, no doubt, ^werc 
thoiight-'hard by the Danes, and were accepted 
probably with a refohuionto be broke on their 

' part ai^ ibon as- it was in their power; for they 
'''-■'- ~ broke 
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Mala, broke tbem very foon. Their bufincis dien was 
tt- to fiive their lives and their poffcffion of ^ city ojF 

-- Dubhn, which muft be done at aU events ; and as 

to any tenns of peace which the Irilh ought infill 
upoQ ^r theie grants^ they were wiUing enough 
to accept thenn ^ intending to trufl: to time and 
accident to relieve thecnfelves from tbem. The 
'conditions impofedby Malachy upon the Danes, 
were, to quit all their cpnquefts from the Sh^niKMi 
to the Sea eaft wards ; to rdfrain from all hoftilities 
and incurfions, under the penalty of being cut to 
pieces without quarter *^ and to fubmit to &e pay- 
ment of a large tribute. 

But let us fee the iffiie of this peace concluded 
with the Dames at Dublin; As iboa as they had re^ 
covered themfelves by fu]^^ from abroad of 
every kind,^ and had thought themfelves U|pioa au 
equal footing of ftrength with the Irifii^ tbcr^ re^ 
turned to their former attempts againft thei^^ and 
to regain their fettlenoieDts in the fuine manner as 
they did when no iiich treaty was in being* This 
brought on a rencounter between tb^ and the 
Monarch oientioned above, in which Ma i» achy 
defatted two of their chaii]^(uis whom he encoun* 
tered fucceffivdy baud to hapd ; taking a cdkur 
of g^ld from the neck c^ the former^ and carry- 
ing off the fwc^d of the other, as. trophies of lus 
viSory, But the Danes had received fuah rein^* 
forcements, and were fo incenfed at the hard con* 
ditions which the Irifli had impofed,* that they ex* 
erted themfelves with redoubled fury ^ aod the 
natives were in dai^er of bang again r^uced to a 
ftate of flavery. For the Monarch was by this 
time fo given up to a life of pleafur^^ t^%t the 
happinefs of his country was facrificed to bi||:|ove 
of eafe &nd his diverUons : and the provincial 
Kings, except Brian, we^e become fa indifferent 
about the public wel&re, that if they were unmo^* * 

lefted 
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kfted themfclves th^y were content; imaj^ning Mala, 
^t tbe I^iCh; govcf nrpent wo\il4 bft their ttnie, II* 
?pd living: pofterity to take care of itfelf '- 

The|^^ however were not the felfilb^ unworthy, 
and dai^a^dly ienttmeots of the Kiag of Munfter. 
H^ W*9S c<HHin,u<my at the head of his brave Mo- 
momans, chafing and ha^raSng. the enemies of 
hj^ cQiian<t|y fro^i oncf.epd of the iflasdto ano* 
the^ : 3^ his zmV ^d . i^lCCQ^^ which hvin^bled 
tbek tnioience^ apd made them g)ad to be quie^ in 
tbf^ f^tl$n)rat$> ^^wredhii^ fo much d^m and 
l^p^riiiy anaong the native e^ that they began to 
form adefign of d^jofing-tfeeir iMiSive %ad inglo- 
riofus Mpmrcb, and confiei'iing the fovereignty 
i;y)onER ji A^sK, though of the Heberian line^ bocauie 
th^ ovGd i^heir Uvea and liberties to his protefti- 
Cffi. If th^ piQC^le in ^neral: were of this difpoii. 
1^ towards the Kii)g of Mwft^i we inay be 
fur$ thut/M^'owH fubj>^s^ who had great caufe to 
lovfc him, and hftd his bwi«SVOi|wch *t hqait, would 
dp all ^at wa^ in their ppw^r to improve it They 
ffim a* Wr c^^rtunity of advancing their Prince 
p the' Monarchy of the kingdom ; and they were 
gUd to h^ve it'ii;i their power to Ihew their grati- 
tude fpr hia ex(!:cileitt adminiftration. B|at as it might 
ieem to be rather an eS^<^ of their partiality than 
of the Kirig'fi mesrit, if the people of his own pro- 
vince ibo<^ ftand akm^ in this defign of leading 
him to the throne, they repH^eiented to the nobility 
and the gentry of Conai:^ht, the diftreffed mifera- 
We ftaie of their country under the government 
of MaUachy, and hQw much more raaferable it 
. would have been throuj^ the ravages of the Danes^ 
if Biit A2f R>W)M V tb^ir.King, hadi not fingly with 
hia Moironians repelled th/eir infults : they defir- 
cd thcrefere that the chiefs of Conaught would 
join with: them '\n a refo}ution to dcpofe the Mo- 
• nai£h| aod^p fet the Kix^ of Munftec on the throne. 

This 
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Mala. ^his propofel being agreed to, the chiefs of the 
W« . tw0'pr6v}nces met in council to deliberate on Ac 
"■ meafures they Ihould purfue. The depofal of a 
Monarch any'otherwife than in battle, or by a{&fli- 
nation, 'and once by banilhment, was a thing un- 
known in Ireknd ^ and it required fome confidera- 
tion to effedt it quietly and with fucceft. At laft 
it was determined to fend ambafladors to Mala- 
CHY to defire him civilly to abdicate the throne, 
and if he refufed, to compel him to it Ambafla- 
dors of the firft rank were accordingly feiit ; who 
fignified to him, in purfuance of this refcdution of 
the council, that as he neglcdted the protedion of 
his fubjedts, and looked tamely on their c^preflSon 
by the Danes, as an unconcerned fpe£tator, he 
was unworthy of the inonafchy ; that a King of 
Ireland, who had the happiiieis of his country- at 
heart, would never fuflfer the tavages of thefe nfier- 
cilefe enemies to pafs tnrevengcd, as he did"; that 
Brian Boromy, the renowned King of Munfter^ 
had alone undertaken thecaufe of Irilb liberty ; and 
therefore that he alone dcferved to wear tbe*orowti 
of Ireland, who knew fo well how to defend it^ 
with honour to himfelf, and with happinefs to his 
people. In (hort, the lambafl&dors informed Ma- 
la c h y, that :the chiefs of the two provinces whom 
they rcprefent^, weredeterrftined to dethrone him | 
and in order to prevent difturbances, they wiftied 
he would retire quietly to a private life, and^give 
no farther trouble. 

As much addided to indolence and pleafure as 
the Monarch had been for feveral years paft, which 
in the (ituatbn his country was then in, was an 
unpardonable ' indulgence, yet he was naturally, 
as we have feen, of a warlike fpirit, *till it had 
been enervated with eafe and luxury : and it is 
not theriefore. to be wondered at, that' he Ihould 
receive fuch an embafiy with indignation i 'that 

he 
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he (hould rcfufe to deliver up a crown at fuch a MxtA. 
requeft; and that he (hould be determined !!• 
to defend his right to the laft extremity. The — ^^ — * 
King of Munfter had not hitherto appeared to 
have any hand in dethroning Ma l achy } and feems 
to have waited in expedation, that his Momonians 
. would have been able to fet the crown of Ireland 
upon his head. Had this defign been effedted^ it 
vrould not only have lefllened the envy, and per- 
haps prevented the oppofition, of other competi-* 
tors for the monarchy, b^it it would aifo have aba^, 
ted the odium of Brian's ufurpation, who was of 
the Heberian line, and confequently of his breaks 
ing through the conftitution which had^^een pre^ 
ferved inviolate for many ages. 

But when the King of Munfter perceived^ at the 
return of the anibalfador^ that nothing was to be 
hoped for from Ma l achy without force, he laid 
afide all referve ; and refolved to make ufe of the 
popularity he had acquired among the natives, 
to depofe the Monarch and to (eife upon the crown; 
For this purpofe he raifed a formidable army, not 
only of his own province, but in other parts of the 
fouthern half ot the kingdonni, of which he clainni^ 
ed the government j and even took thofe Danei^ 
into his pay whom he had fubdued, and who had 
promifed homage and fubjedtion to him. When 
all thefe forces were aflcmbled, he put himfelf atf 
the head of his veteran Dalgais, and marched di^ 
ledlfy to Tara. Butbefdre he began any hoftilities, 
he fent a herald to Ma l achy, to demand his 
refignation of the monarchy ; to bring hoftages of - 
the firft quality for the fecurity of his obedience ; 
and, in cafe of refufal, to declare war againft him^ 

The King of Ireland could not be ignorant of 
the vaft preparations made by Brian, but whe* 
ther he did Aot fulpedt that they were made againft 

Vdt. a N hinafcaf 
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MALA.hitnfdf, or that he was deceived with falfe intelli* 
II' gence, he made no attempts to oppoie hkn. The 

~~~" Monarch's anfwer therefore was, tihat as his army 
was feparated, he was in no condition at preient 
to give him battle ; but if the King of Munfter 
would fufpend his hoftilities for a month, that M a- 
LACHT might be enabled to collect his forces, he 
would accept the challenge ; or if his. fubjeds re- 
fufed to fupport him with their aififtance, he would 
" iend hoft'ages to Brian, at the expiration of that 
term, for his refignation of the crown, and for his 
own obedience to Brian as the lawful Monarch. 
In the mean time he requeued it as a favour, that 
the country of Meath might issot be plundered, and 
that the MonxHiians might continue quiet in their 
camp at Tara. The' King of Munfter 'w^s too ge- 
nerous an enemy, and too much of a hero, not to 
accept jof theie conditions ; and his obedient army, 
though they longed for adtion, were reftrained with- 
out difSculty from railing contributicMis upon the 
country. 

The Monarch having gained Co much time from 
Brian, difpatched Meflengers to the petty Princes 
and the nobility of Leath Gon, or the northern 
half of the kingdom, to demand their alMance 
and advice upon thrs great occafion : {le fent hjs 
antiquary particularly to the famous Hug h O Nb i l l 
a Prince of the north Hy-Nialls and chief of the 
territory of Tyrone of the Heremonian houie, to 
require his proportion of troops to fuccour hiipi in 
a battle on which his crown depended ; and in cafe 
of refufal, to infift on his fending fome hofls^es 
which Malachy might deliver up to Brian as 
a fecurity for his own obedience ; becaufe thcfe 
were the conditions he had been obliged to fubmit 
to. The fame meflage was fent to the Kings of 
Ulfter, and Conaught : and if they were unwilling 
to fupport him againft the army of Munfter, the 

meflengers 
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meflengers had orders to declare, that his refigna* Mala* 
tion of the crown would be no difhonour to him, !!• 
but to them who denied him affiftance, and whofe '"' 
anceftors had filled the throne of Ireland for many 
ages. 

Notwithftanding the diftrefs which was figriified 
by this meflage, the petty Princes of the northern 
divifion refufed to obey the furamons of Ma la- 
ck y ; and the Kings of Ulfter and Gonaught did 
little better* O Neill fent him word, that when 
the royal palace of Tara was poflefled by his great 
anceftors, they knew how to defend it againft all 
attempts; and if Ma l achy was unable to keep 
poflcflion of it, he had nothing to do but to deliver 
it up: that he had fate unconcerned and feen the 
blood of the natives daily fpilt -, their wives and 
children ftarving in the woods j their cities, lands^ 
and harbours in the pofleffion of foreigners ; their 
churches monafleries and chapels laid iii afhes ; and 
that whilft he remained thua inadtive, the King of 
Munfter, like a patriot Prince, had reduced thel 
connunon enemy, reftored the liberty of the fubjed, 
and employed his time and his abilities for the pub- 
lic good. It was therefore no wonder that the af- 
feftions of the people (hould be alienated from 
Malachy and transferred to Brian ; and if thiid 
was not the cafe, added O Neill, he fliould not 
oppofe the Momonians and efpecially the tribe of* 
the DalgaiSj whofe virtues he refpedted, and whofe 
friendfhip he defired. 

When the mcflenger returned to the Monarch 
with this anfwer, Malachy was fo ftruck with 
the confequences that might follow from O Ne i l l*s 
Dcutrality to revolt, that he determined, if poflible, 
to get him over. To this purppfe he made a vifit 
to O Neill ; and as an argument which h^ 
thought would be irrefiftible, he offered to refign 
to him his right to Tara and its demelhes, which 

N a h^d 
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Ma l a. had always been appendant to the crown of Ireland, 
I^' and to fecure his pofterity in the poflcffion of it ; 

"■^ if O Neill would aflift him with all his power, 

and oblige Brian ,to defift from his intended pur^ 
pofe. Whether it was in the monarchs power to 
dlfmember fo valuable an eftate and the ancient pa* 
lace from the crown for any longer time than he 
held the fovereignty of the illand, and whether any 
fucceeding Monarch would have thought himfelf 
bound by this agreement may be juftly doubted, if 
not denied. 

O Neill however required time to confider of 
this propoial, and to take the deliberation of his 
chiefe upon a matter of fuch importance to his fa- 
mily and the publick. When he had acquainted 
them with the motives of Malachy's journey, 
and the advantagious offers which he made for 
affiftance againft Brian, the chiefs fufpe£ting the 
integrity of the Monarch, and that if he had it in 
his power to make good his propofal, that he would 
not have it in his will, advifed O Neill to return 
' him a civil anfwer, but to refufe intermeddling in 
his quarrel with Brian which might prove of per- 
nicious confequence. But however upon fecond 
thoughts, they imagined they might be, able to 
draw fome advantages to themfelves from this dif* 
trefs of the Monarch ; and therefore they propo- 
fed, that if he would deliver up one half of the 
country of Meath to theiti and their pofterity,as well 
as the lands of Tara to O Neill and his heirs, in 
confideration of the dangers they muft expofe then^- 
felves to, in engaging in his defence againft the 
Momoniah army, they would immediately array 
themfelvcs in order of battle. 

Thefe conditions were accordingly offered 8y 
O Neill to the King of Ireland;- who thinking 
them too exorbitant and fevere, rejected them with 
indignation, and returned home to his court How- 
ever 
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ever being irrefolute and not knowing what to (Jo, Mala. 
he fiumiioned the nobility of the tribe of Colman, "• 
who were under his immediate jurifdiftion as King * 

of Meith, and informing them of the prefent ftate 
of his aSairs, and of the^ infolent demands of 
O Neill and his chiefs, requefted their advice as 
to the part he ought to take, and that they would 
not for&ke him in his extremity. The reader need 
not be told, that there is a wide dilSerence between 
loyalty and affedion ; between living quietly and 
not rebelling againft a Prince, and arming and 
fighting in his defence. Thus though the tribe of 
Q)lman retained their loyalty to Ma l achy as 
their lawful fovereign, yet they had loft all affec- 
tion for him : though they would not join with 
Brian who was a pretender to the crown, yet 
they would not fight for Ma l achy who had per- 
mitted the enemies of their country to opprefs and 
cnflave them without difturbance. In this difpofi- 
tion of mind, which was a very natural one, their 
advice to the Monarch was, that fince .he could 
not be enabled to decide the difpute by force of 
arms, he (hould immediately repair to the camp at 
Tara, make his fubmiffion to the King of Munfter, 
and get the beft terms he could for the reft of hjs 
life. 

Mortifying as this advice muft needs be to a 
Monarch, yet Malachy found hinifelf under a 
neceffity of complying with it ; and taking with 
him a guard pf twelve hundred horfe, he went to 
the camp Qf Brian, where he was received with 
all the honour due to his rank. Here he related 
with indignation the treatment which he had met 
with from Hugh O Neill and his chiefs: an4 
though, being thus abandoned by his allies, he 
was obliged to refign his crown and dignity, yet 
he honeftly owned to the King of Munfter, that it 
ivas abfolute neceflity atid not any w^nt of courage 

N3 or 
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Mala, or refblution, that had drawn him to this fubmit 
H- Con. It is laid by Keating, that Brian l^eing 

•r- • touched with his misfortunes and with this ingenu- 
ous declaration, gave him another year to try his 
friends, and returned with hjs army to Muhfter. 
But this, which has not the ^ir of probability, is 
contradiftcd, fays Mac Curtin, by the chief 
antiquary of Ireland who wrote the life of Brian j 
and who tells us, that he was then proclaimed and 
crowned at Tara, by the unanimous voice of all 
the Princes and clergy of the fouthern divifion of 
Ireland, and with the confentof Malachy. Afr 
ter this he affigned the depofed Monarch his old 
inheritance as King of Meath j made him a prefent 
of two hundred and forty hones, befides gold and 
filver to his retinue^, and the next year he went to 
Athlone and received hoftages and fubmiflion from 
the Kings ^nd Princes of Conaught j^nd Ulftcrz 
who iif they were not pleafed with the expulfion or 
M A l A c H y ,and the interruption of the fucceffion, yet 
acquiefced in ^hem chearfuUy withoijt complaining. 
In this manner was Malachy the fecond depor 
fed from the throne of Ireland, after a quiet pofleC 
fion of three and twenty years, without any blood- 
Ihed, or even the leaft commqtion, Su?h revolu-y 
tions are feen (bmetimes in other countries ; they 
have been feen jn this in which I write : but iii 
Ireland, where the Monarchy was eledive, where 
the contefts for the crown were extremely violent, 
and where (beddins each other's blood was almoft a^ 
natural to thern as me air they breathed, fuch arevor 
lution was new and almoft miraculous. Hid M al Ar 
CHY continued the fame aftive zeal in the fervice 
of his country, which diftinguiflied the former 
part of his reign, he wpuld never have been dcr 
pofed : and had Brian 'Poromy led an indolent 
ingloripus life of pleafiire, when the common 
enemy was depopulating and laying wafte hi§ 

gountry, 
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country, he would not have been puftied up into Brian, 
the monarchy. This is a leflbn to Kings, that their ' " ' ' 
fecurity does not always depend on title and pof. 
feflion ; and that their own happinfifs is moft pro^- 
moted by tjje happinefs of tfieir people. It is a 
leflbn alio* to Princes who may be allied to crowns, 
that wafting their youth in eafe and luxury and 
diflipation^ when their country is involved in war, 
is me^n and difhonourable : and on the other hand, 
that ^ martial fpirit, heroic valour, and adlivity 
10 the fervice of their country, will fopietimes 
lead them to a throne without a legal title. 

The renowned Brian Bo^omy having acquir- 
;ed the fubmiflion of all the Princes in the ilhnd. 
tand being univerfally acknowledged by all ranks 
of men as King of Ireland, a new fcene of hiftory 
will now prefcnt itfelf ; whiph I (hall referve to be 
,the fubjedl of the following book, I wifli it was 
in ipy power to eonclyde this, with any itolerable 
account of the affairs of Religion and the Church 
in Ireland, during the tenth century ; but no fuch 
accounts have been preferved. The only inforr 
mation of thijS fort that I am able to give the rea- 
der—and I give it not from any thing that has 
been publifhecj, but from authentic manufcripts 
communicated by a friend — is, that the Hy^-NiaU 
Princes gave abundant teftimonies of their piou$ 
zeal, by their princely endowments of monaftic 
Colleges, the repofitories of all fhe learning then 
in the world. Their zeal might in many cafes be 
tinged with fuperftition, yet ftill it was a pious 
zeal, as it flowed from a good principle, and had 
no impure mixture of perfecution. Their mo- 
deration was vifible in the foolifh fchifm about 
the Catholic Eafter and the Tonfure, which was 
agitated with fo much violence in England and Or 
ther countries : and though thefe Irifh Monarchs 
rejected for fome time the iynodal decrees of 

N 4 Rome 
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Rome in their own cafe, yet thofe who had it 
mind to receive them were left att liberty. Thus 
thofe decrees were received in the province of 
iVIunfter, without the finallefl interpofition of the 
royal authority : and tp fey the truth, fuch a con- 
duct of charitablpnefs and moderation, when it 
does not proceed from indifference in religion, dcr 
ferves much more the appellation of piety, than 
the zeal of Princes in later time^, who gave no 
higher teftimpnics of their piety, than by inflifting 
"bodily tortures for the punilnment of fuppofed 
fpiritiial crimes. Such was the piety, among 
others, pf our ELiZABp:Tif; whp is fo unjixftly 
jcelebrated ?bove what (he defervcs. 

From thjsftate of things it may be concluded, I 
^hinjs, not unjtruly, th^t in thofe old times 
jvhich we call barbarous, the Irifli Princes ha4 
more gopd fenfe and knowledge in cafes the 
moft important to mapkind, than more ipodern 
Monarchs in nations pf greater light. But be this 
as it might : if we frame pur idea of the Hy- 
Kiall Princes from what we fee of Monaircns 
in our own time, we (hall be deceived extremely. 
A modern King has very little to do : he jiele^ 
gates his power, and often his whole authority, 
to others : flcreened from public infpedtion, hi? 
perfon, if not his coijdudt, is fecured from the 
contempt, to which perfonal weaknefs ^nd perfon^ 
al vices ar? expofed. But a Monarch of Ireland, 
had almoft .every thing to do : attended with 
little pomp tp dazzle the vulvar and throw him at 
a great' diftance, affifted and covered with no 
minifters, he owed almoft all his power and au^- 
thority to his own virtues' and aWitite. Thefe 
indeed were chiefly of the popular kjjid ; and 
jt miift be owned that what recommencied and 
fet off the hero, did but too pften difgrace the 
jpan. Upon the whole perhaps, it is better for 
* ■ ^ ^- ' man- 
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maid^ind, that the fervility, the adulation; and 
^c refined treachery of modem courts Ihould 
prevail, than the fierce fmcerity, the forward in- 
dependancy, and open licenfe of former times. 

The catalogue ot the eminent writers of Ireland, 
in the ninth and tenth centuries is a very Ihort one ; 
and it would be (horter ftill if we were to confine 
it to Aofe who lived there. The continual wars 
with the Danes through fo many years, rendered 
Ireland ttnfavourable to learning, and learned 
men ; and anK>ngft many others who were driven 
abroad, to feek that repofe which is (o ne- 
ceflary for ftudy, and which was not to be en- 
joyed in their native country^ A|:.bin and Ci.b* 
MENT went to France ^ where their learning and 
abilities procured them the favour of Ch arlei^ the 
Great Some of Albin's Epiftles, Ware fays, 
are extant, and certain rhetorical rules. Clement 
his colleague wrote fbme grammatical pieces ; and 
among his works are reckoned a Summary, and a 
book on the agreement of the Evangelifts. The f • 
French, fays Lupoldus Bebenburgius, may j 
compart with the Romans and Athenians by means ' 
of Clement an Irifliman. The reader will fee ' 
from this account, that if England owed its beft 
inftrudtions in Chriftianity and its pureft zeal, to 
the Irifh, as it hath been (hewn above, the Irifli ( 
may alfi> claim the honour of introducing learning \ 
into France. 

Claude, another pious and learned Iri(hman, 
who lived in the beginning of the ninth century, 
and whom the wars had driven abroad, wrote a 
commentary on S. Matthew, on the Epiftles of 
is. Paul, on the Pentateuch, the books of Joshua, 
Judges, and the Pfalms ; befides hiftorical Me- 
moirs, Homilies, a Summary, a book on the agree- 
ment of the Evangelifts. John Erigena, a na- 
tive of Ireland, a man ot a fearching wit, and 

great 
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great eloquence, lays Ware, applied himfelf to 
letters in his pwa country from his infancy, and in 
his youthful days travelled into France, and was 
for iotOQ time at the court of Charles the Bald. 
About the end of the ninth century, he came into 
England at the requeft of King Alfred ; who 
employed him fome years in the reftoration of 
learning in the Univerfity at Oxford. H5 then 
retired to Malmfbury Abbey, where be died of 
ibme wounds he had received from his fcholars^ 
and was by fome efteemed a martyr. . This ac- 
count, however, though copied from die ^Pgli^i 
writers, is much contefted by H a r r i s, who thinlcs 
that they have blended what relates to three 
diftindt perfons of the name of John in that 
century, and applied it all to Eric en a, Be this 
as it might ; he tranflatedand wrote feveral books 
in different langu^es, fuch as Greek and Latin, 
Arabick and Chaldee; and Honor i us calls him 
** another Chrvsostom, a famous fcripturift, who 
wrote in 9 very el^ant ftile of the nature of all 
things." 

The famous Cormac Mac Cuillenan, who 
wrote the Pfalter of Calhall, has been already men- 
tioned as King of Munfler, and a celebrated poet : 
and befides him, there is no other writer recorded 
in the tenth century, — which, from the fcarcity of 
writers, is palled, *' the dark and unhappy age" — 
but Pros us, of the Irifh nation. He wrote the 
life of S. Patrick, in two books, which may b^ 
{ found in Bede*s works, to whom they are falfely , 
^afcribed. Whether this was Probus the Gram- 
marian, whom fome make the author of an ancient 
commentary on Juvenal, feems undeteijnined. 
When one confiders the continual wars in this 
laft century, with the Danes, it is not to be won- 
dered at, thiat literature fliould be almoft ex^ 

tinguilhed, 
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tinguiihed, ^d that fo few men of learning Ihould 
be found in Ireland in that period. It is impoiTible 
for arts or iciences to flouriih, or even almoft to 
exift, in a country where.the inhabitants are either 
called away to the field to defend their liberties 
and lives, or when they are under conftant alarnos 
from an enemy left their property be loft at 
home. 

The time however was now approaching, when 
the invalions of the Danes, the batdes of the Iriih 
with them, and the power which they had ac- 
quired in Ireland, with fome (hort interruptions, 
through a courfe of two hundred years, were all 
to be at an end, 

Such was the furprifing turn of afiairs brought 
about by providence in the Irifti nation, by the 
quiet depofal oFMalachy from the throne, and 
the advancement of Bkian, contrary to the con- 
ftitution, without bloodflied. When the hopes of 
the Irifh, and the fears of the Danes feemed to be 
almoft at an end, the great difpofer of all things 
on a fudden changed the fcene ; and the intereft 
of that people in Ireland was quite determined : 
an intereft which had coft rivers of blood, and a 
great deal of time and violence to plant and cul- 
tivate. Next tp the pleafur^ and good providence 
of God, it feems principally to have been owing 
to the daring and adlive fpirit pf Brian Boromy, 
and which defcended to his pofterity. But whatr 
ever occafioned this turn in the affairs of Ireland, 
it muft be owned to have been aftonifhing, that 
an intereft fo antient, and fo well eftaJSlifhed, 
was fo foon and completely Ijroken and finally 
difappeared. 
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B O O K X. 

BRiAid'> ' ■ A HE quiet rcfignation of the throne by 

A. D. I Ma L ACHY, together with the great num- 

too2. JL ber of Chiefs and Princes who defer ted 

Kb A- him, made lb general an impreflion throughout the 

TING, nation, that without taking time to cordider that 

HER^^* the advancement of Brian Boromy was againft 

Ware. ^® ^^8^^ ^^ fucceflion in the Heremonian line, 

Mac. * ^^ prefently entered into. his meafures, and al- 

CuR. mod unanimoufly acqutefced in placing him on the 

Differta. throne. It muft be owned however that there were 

Lynch, fomc petty Princes, who either having claims of 

their own upon the crown, or out of friendfhip 

and alliance with the depofed Monarch or put of 

ill-will to the new one, oppofed themfelves to the 

genera] voice ; and though they did not pretend 

' to n)ake war upon Brian, yet they refufed to 

acknowledge him for their lawful fovereign. But 

he gave them no time to form themfelves into con^ 

federacies and acquire ftrength againft him. He 

fenthis fon MofiTOCH with Ibmeof the provincial 

troops 
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troops of Munfter and Leinfter, particularly vrtth Brian. 
the martial tribe of O Neills, againft fome of thefe 
malecontents ^ and they carried away {poils to a 
great value with three hundred prifoners. He 
hinnfelf marched at the head of a great body of 
forces againd others, whom he ibon reduced to 
obedience. The principal nobility of the province 
of Ulfter met him with their hoftages, as a fecurity 
for their allegeance, as did alio thofe of the 
country of Tirconncl. In his progrefe he went 
to Ardmagh, ai^d laid twenty ounces of gold upon 
the altar by way of oblation to Heaven tor his ad- 
vancement to the monarchy. Whilft Brian and 
his fbn were employed thus in eftablilhing the 
tranquillity of the iflandy the Danes were not 
idl8 in endeavouring to difturb it The coafts of 
Ulfter were plundered with great cruelty, and 
many fpoils and prifoners were carried off Another 
party landed upon the coafts of Munfter, plunder^ 
ed Cork, and fet it on fire ; and a third, in con- 
jundtion with fome of the inhabitants of Leinfter, 
entered Meath and committed many dreadful ra- 
vages. But thefe incurfions were very amply re- 
venged, and the laft efpecially by Mortogh the 
Monarch's fon. The Danifti Prince and his fon 
Were taken by ftratagem, and put to death : 
Mortogh harrafled the Danes and their allies in 
.Leinfter, with his vidlorious army, to the walls of 
Dublin ; making them pay very feverely for their 
pillage in the country of Meath. 

The new Monarch having fixed himfelf in the 
quiet pofleffion of the throhe, and fupprefled all 
his foreign and domeftic enemies, he was refolved 
to approve himfelf as great in council as he had 
been in arms, and as fit to direct af&irs in the 
cabinet of ftate, as to lead ai^ arnw on the day of 
)>attle. He had given many proote of his being a 
General invincible in the field, of confummate 

experience 
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Brian, eicpericnce in the art of war, of munificence to his 

friends, and of clemency to his e;^ermes. But 

thefe were not all the qualifications he was pofleflP 
ed of, nor thefe all the virtues which filled the 
heart of Brian. His heroic vidtorics and accom- 
pliftiments, in an age of heroifm, and among a 
people who carried it higher than almoft any other 
nation round the globe, could not. fail to attradt 
the affeftions of his fubjefts in a great degree : 
but there was ftill fomething wanting to complete 
his own glory and the happinefs of his people ; and 
this the Monarch undertook with equal alacrity 
and fuccefs. Military Ikill and courage are orna- 
mental in Princes as well as ufeful to their people : 
but in fuch times as xhofe, and in fuch a coijjQtry 
as Ireland, they were abfolutcly neceflary. How- 
ever when this people were entirely at union 
among themfelves, and free from all incurfions or 
even the fear of any enemies, this Ikill and courage 
was no longer neceflary, was no longer ufeful ; and 
other qualifications muft be poflefled, ether vir- 
tues befides munificence and clemency muft be 
exerted by a foverdgn, to tnake him amiable in 
himfelf and beloved by all his fubjefts. Let us 
fee what the Monarch did in order to this end. 

Though Brian had triumphed over all his 
enemies foreign and domeftic, and a general tran- 
quillity uiiknown to moft of his predcceflbrs pre^ 
vailed unrverfally over the ifland, yet he had 
fenfe enough to know, that it would be in vain 
for him to attempt the reformation of thofe difor- 
ders which the wars had introduced into his domi- 
nionSjUnlels he could fecure the kingdom from frefh 
commotions : and he had knowledge enough of 
hi* countrymen to be convinced, that nothing 
could.fo effedtually contribute to prevent thefe, as 
keeping the petty Princes and the Chiefs in temper. 

Wherefore. 
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Wherefore the firft thing he did was to confirm Brian. 

them all in, their ancient privileges, and to be-- • 

flow prefents or honours of different kinds upon 
them all according to their degree. The one 
Ihewed his inviolable regard to juftice and liberty • 
and the other was a proof of his generous and 
princely, foul : and whenever that proof is wanting, 
a Monarch niay be juft, may be merciful, may 
ena.<Jt good laws, and confult the welfare of his 
people, but he will not be beloved, he will be 
defpifed and cenfured. No charadter in men of 
wealth produces more contempt and difeftecm 
than that of coyetoufnefs ; but in Princes, in whom 
private frugality is not a virtue, it will be always 
held doteftme. 

When Brian had thus fecured the loyalty of 
his nobles, and great men— in the oply way that it 
can be fecured— by winning their hearts, ^ his next 
care was to provide for the interefts of religion, 
which had fuffered fo greatly in the Danilh war. 
To this end he fummpned the clergy of every or- 
der ^ and making a ftridt enquiry into the pre- 
tenfipps of every one who had been lejefted, he 
reftorcd; them all to their feveral claims ; every 
Biftiop to his diocefe, every abbot to his mona- 
ftery, and every prieft to his church. The tem- 
poralities al(b, which had been fequeftered by the 
Danes tootlier purpofes, were recovered again to 
the right owners, and eftablifhed on their old 
foundations. It muft be obferved to the honour of 
this Monarch's underftanding, as well as of his 
goodnefs of heart, that this extraordinary care of 
religion and its minifters, was a ftep as political 
as it was pious : and it is a leflbn to Kings and 
rulers of modern times, that in order to be fecure 
and quite at eafe in the flate, they Ihould take care 
to provide an intereft in the church. 

The 
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Brian. The fair face of religion, which had been 

-long obfcured, being once more reftored, Brian 

made it his bufinefs to fecure and improve it as 
much as poflible. He added to the re-edifying of 
the monafteries that had been deftroyed, and the 
repairs of feveral churches, the founding of the 
cathedral of Killaloe : and he recalled the exiled 
members of the collegiate (bcieties, and reftored 
them to their employments and revenues. 

But befides the motives of piety and of his own 
genius, Brian, who knew t^e ufe and ornament 
of knowledge iji religion, left the learning of 
the clergy at that time fhould die with them» 
and not delcend- to their pofterity, refolved to 
encourage the intereft, and revive the ftudy of 
learning. To this end he repaired die academical 
colleges that had been deftroyed by the X>anes, 
and er^dted new ones where they were wanted in 
feveral parts of the ifland. In thefe feminaries 
were taught the liberal fciences, and all the 
branches of philofophy and polite literature, as 
well as theology. With a munificence becomini 
a Monarch, and as a patron of learning --whici 
all Monarchs (hould be, to add to their ufeful- 
nefs and importance— he built public libraries 
for poor ftudents, and fupported youths of geniu$ 
in their ftudies, who had not the means to fup- 
port themfelves. He fpared no coft or labour by 
favour or rewards to provide the moft eminent 
profeflbrs for thefe academies that could be pro. 
cured : and having thus revived the. decayed ftat^ 
of learning, many men of great abilities in all 
profeflions, were trained up, to the great advan* 
tage of Church and State. But becaufe this noble 
ddign muft have loft a great part of its ufefiilnefi, 
if provifion had not been made for the elements and 
firft foundations of learning, therefore Brian re- 
paired and added to the pimlic fchools ; and en- 
couraged 
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couraged all the people of ability to fend their Brian; 
children to them. I faw in the College library — ' — * 
amanufcript hiftory of Ireland by Geoghagak, 
tranilated • from an old book, whieh is faid by 
the author, to be compiled from Columcill, 
O More, and others, that were profefled Irifh 
Chroniclers. In that work it is rekted, that 
** Brian obferving into what ignorance the king- 
dom was fallen, by the devaftations and outrages 
of the Danes, having aflembled all the nobility, 
bifliops, and great men at Calhell, he caufed all 
their hiftory from the tin^e in which it had beea 
left ofl^ to be recorded in the Pfalter there, whrch 
they all figned ; copies of which were fent into 
every province for the ufe of each provincial 
King, and no credit was to be given to any other 
relations of public affairs than what were con^ 
tained in thofe chronicles." Though Brian did 
not live to execute all the great defigns he had 
formed to promote learning and religion, yet he 
lived to do a great deal ; and more, it may be 
faid truly, than any other Monarch that had gone' 
before him, or followed after him. 

. The great adions of Br i a n, which have been 
already mentioned, are evident dembnftratlons of 
his piety, wifdom, and benevolence, as a legi- 
llator : we are next to fee his regard to juftice and 
humanity, his love pf his country, and a conftant 
attention to the public good. As the Danes were 
a mercantile people, and imported many commo-f 
dities for ufe and pleafure, "which made their 
commerce a benefit to the ration, the Monarch 
permitted thofe who were fettled in the Sea-ports, 
in Dublin, Wexford, Limerick, Waterford, and 
Cork, to remain there for the fake of trade ; 
taking fecurity for their allegiance, and a large 
annual tribute for his protection. But all the 
•reft of the foreigners were ejcpeiled out of 4ibe 
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Brian, ifland; and the territwics which they were poC- 
— ■ fefied of, and which he recovered from them, he 
returned to the original proprietors who were 
living, or to thofe of their pofterity -who could 
make out their claim : the other lands, for 
which no owners were to be found, he did not 
referve for fycophants and favourites —the needy 
and rapacious locufts of a court— nor to enridh 
his own relations ; but he diflributed them amongft 
a people ufeful to a flate, the induftrious and 
ikillful huibandmen, in order to encreafe and en- 
.courage agriculture. The great mind of Brian 
was not to be corrupted and enflaved by flattery : 
he was his own minifter ; and he difpenfed juftice 
to the meanefl fubjedt in his dominions with an 
impartial band. In order to prevent confufion, 
and topreferve the genealogies with more regularity^ 
he appointed furnames of diftindion to all the 
feveral branches of the Milefian race, and to the 
other principal families in the kingdom ; which 
was a thing unknown in Ireland, till that time : 
and, according to the obfervation of feveral writers, 
it was not till this time that furnames began to 
be afcertained in France, England, and Scotland ; 
firft among people of diftindtion, and afterwards 
by degrees, among the inferior fort. 

That he might encourage inland trafiick and 
correfpondence, and confequently promote ac- 
quaintance and harmony among his people, as 
well as their eafe and pleafure, Brian built 
bridges over feveral deep rivers, and made 
fords in others that before were not paflablc ; 
he mended the high roads that were capable of 
being mended, and laid caufeways along others 
whofe foil was too deep and miry. Having 
obferved the great utility of garjifons to the 
Danes, he made ufe of all their raths or forts 
to* the &me purpofe, and eredked other fortift* 

.cations 
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cations in all the parts of the kingdom where Brian; 
they were wanted. Through a partiality, which ■ ^ 
I think not difcomraendable, for his ovfn pro- 
vince of Munfter, of which all his anceftors had 
had the government from the earlieft ages of 
the pcntarchy, and where he then kept his eourt,* 
he fortified no lefs thati thirteen royal palaces 
in that province ; in order td feciirc it from 
foreign or domeftic enemies. All the corruptions^ 
which had crept into the eflablifhed laws of the 
kingdom were expunged ; and new laws were 
added to thofe already In force; In rtiort the 
people were infpired with fueh a fpirit of honour,. 
virtue, and religion by the great example of 
Briak, and by his excellent adminiftration, that,* 
as a proof of it, we are informed, that a young 
lady of great beauty, adorned with jewels and 
a coftly drefs, undertook a journey alone from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, with a 
wand only in her hand at the top of which 
was a ring of exceeding great value : and fuch 
an impreffion had the laws and government df thiii 
Monarch made on the, minds of all the people^ 
that no attempt was made upon her honour, nor 
was (he robbed of her clothes or jewels* SucH 
fudden mighty changes, do the fpirit of a great^ 
and the genius of a wife Prinqe produde ! 

In order Hill further to prcferve the public tran- 
quillity, Brian appointed a governor over every 
cantred of land and every city throughout the 
ifland ; and to prevent any difputes . among thd 
petty Princes ana Chiefs, he fet forth injUnAions to 
regulate their precedency in all public places, 
fiecattfe however trifling this aflEait may feem, and 
ifi really fo in fadt, yet it hath occafioned difputes 
which have had very ferious and irriportant con- 
iiequences. Befides, made as men are made^ 
fcarce^iny thing of a public nature is too trifling 

O a if>r 
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BftIan. for the attention of a wife and good l^iflatbr.^ 

• *-^ The Danes in Ireland, it hath been obferved, had 

been for fome time converted to the Chriftiaiv 
faith ; brut this converfion, it may be prefumed^ 
^as not general. For at this time an ordinance 
was proclaimed by Brian, that noDaneftiould 
continue to live in any part of Ireland who had not 
embraced the Catholic and Apoftolic faith : and 
that they might not relapfe into the idolatry aiid 
fuperftition of their former ftate, they were all 
of them to hold their favours of die Monarch, 
upon no other terms^ notwitbftanding their tn- 
bute, than doing their duty to God,, and ad- 
hering to the religion of Christ. This con- 
dition was &x well obferved by thefe foreigners^ 
that they not oiily all profefled to believe in 
him and were baptized^ but many of them be- 
came fi> exemplary and fb learned^ as to be 
confecrated Bifhdps of the cities which they 
inhabited^ by their countrymen the Normaa 
Archbifhops of CSsinterbuiry ^ as we (hall fee in 
its proper place. 
' Having given the reader this view of the public 

a<5ts of Brian, which (hew the greatne(s of his 
underftanding and the goodnefs of his heart, fome 
account muft now be related of the magnificence 
and (plendor widi which he fupposted his royal 
4ignity ; in order to convince him that Brian 
a^ed the Mcwiardi in every circum(tance of his 
reign. The place of his re(idence was at the palace 
of Kincora, ^he fame as when he was only King of 
Munfter ; but here his court,, his retinue, and 
the fumptuous hofpitality of his table,, were in 
ail refpedts becoming the majefty of a King of 
Ireland. Thefe may be gueffed at in fonie degree 
from the aftonifhing quantity of provilions which 
was annually fent in by the other three provinces, 

bcCuies 
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befideshis conftant revenue from his own province Brian, 
of Munftcr. The former is computed at two-" 
thoufand fix hundred and feventy oxen, one 
thoufand three hundred and feventy hogs, one 
hundred and eighty tons of iron, three hundred 
■and twenty five hogftieads of claret from the 
Danes -6^ JLimerick, one hundred and fifty pipes 
df other wine of various forts from the Danes of 
Dublin, and five hundred mantles from the coun- 
try of Tirconnell. Thefe annual tributes, which 
together with twelve hundred oxen and a thoufand 
mantles from the province of Munfter when the 
King of that province was not Monarch, were 
cftablifhed by ancient laws for the ufe and fervice 
of the crown ; and each country had its knowa 
proportion, which it is not neceffiiry to recite.. 

The book of Rights of Munfter, firft begua 
by BiNEN— and which, Dr. Raymond feys, is the 
oldeft book of hiftory extant next the Greek and 
Roman — ^^ves a particular account of the chief 
rent or tribute due to its Kings from their own 
province ; as well as from fome other particular 
territories in the reft, by ancient cuftom for former 
ferviccs. I. do not think it material, enough to 
trouble the reader with this recital, and (hall in- 
form him only that in tbe grofe, it amounted to 
fourteen hundred and fifty oxen, three thoufand 
fix hundred and fifty cows, four thoufand dght 
hundred hogs, two thoufand fix hundred wethers^ 
one hundred horfes, eleven hundred and fifty 
mantles, a fleet well manned, a body of armed 
men to attend the King from Oflbry, another 
body of armed men in honour of St. Patrick; 
and againft the Danes from Conaught, the Boro^ 
mean tribute from Leinfter, and an hoft of armecj 
men from the Danes of Dublin againft Leinfter in 
cafe of their difobedience ; and diefc rights and 
jprivile^s— except thofe relating Jo the Panes — 
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Bri^k. are &id to have been paid from' the tijpot of 

^r -• Angus, when St. Patrick firft arrived in Ireland, 

to the diflblution of their Monarchy. Thefc 
"great revenues, which were fent every year to 
the palace of Kincora from his own and the other 
provinces, will give the reader fome idea of 
the pomp and grandeur of the court of Brian ^ 
where none were permitted to wear their fwords, 
but the renowned tribe of the Dalgais, who were 
iiis body guards. 

When Brian had eftablifhed peace, and given 
a happinefs tp his kingdom, which it had (carce 
ever known before ^ and when by his public mu- 
nificence, and other virtues and accompliftiments, 
hie had recovered the ancient char after of the 
Irifh, which had been long upon the depline, he 
determined to buijd a fleet of (hips ; not only 
to prevent any more invafjons from the Danes, 
but to make his power formidable at fea. Not- 
withftanding this is the natural and proper l^ength 
of an ifland, yet this was never attended to in 
that country to much as it ought to h?ivc been, 
jcfpecially after it had been harraflcd fo often by 
thefe invafions ; and the fame is true of England, 
in ^ ages of which I am fpeaking. But nothing 
that was neceflary to the peace' and prpfperity 
of his people efcaped the vail mind of Brian ^ 
and a confiderable navy \iras fet on foot for the 
ufe and ornament of his dominions. Amidft 
other preparations for this purpofe, he fent to 
the King of liCinftef, whofe fifter hje. had mar- 
ried, to defire that he would furnilh him with 
three of the largeft and longeft mafts which 
his territories would produce. This requeft be- 
;ng agreeable to the provincial King, he ordered 
all his woods to be furveyed, and the three finefl 
trees to be cut down and hewed for the Monarch's 

fef Vice J 
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iefvice ; intending tQ accompany them to the Brian, 
CQUft of Brian. — 

But n violent conteft arifing in the way, between 
the three tribes, which were appointed to carry 
the ma(bs, about the point of precedence ; and 
the difpute. reaching the ears of the King of 
Leinfter, he imn)ediately rode up to them, and 
not only determined which of the tribes fhould 
hare the honour of firft approaching the prefence 
of the Monarch, but in the heat of his zeal iand 
partiality he alfo difmounted ; and putting his 
ftioulders under the mail which belonged to his 
favouritie tribe, he took his (hare of the burden 
as a common bearer. He had upon him at that 
tism a rich filk mantle, embroidered with gold 
and filver, and fringed with lace of great value, 
which had but a (hprt time before been prefcnted 
.fobim by the King of Ireland : and in the flruggle 
that lie made to diilinguiih himfelf upon thi$ 
occftfio^, the golden button which fallened it at 
the neck flew 0^ and was loft. As minute a cir* 
cumftaisce afi this may feem, yet the reader will be 
convinced, that it was abfolutely neceflary to be 
related, when he finds that it was produdtive of 
one^ofthe greateftjevents in the whole Irirti hiftory. 

When the mafta<.were brought to Kincora, and 
the ufual ceremonks were paft between the Mo* 
Tiaxth, and the provincial King, the latter was wel- 
tomed very aflfedionately by his lifter the Qyeen 
of beland. In a Iboxt time after, being defirous 
toxq^air the diforder of his mantle, andwiftiing 
bis lifter would fix another golden button in the 
room of that be had loft:^ that he might not ap- 
pe^ to the Monarch to have ill ufed or flighted 
tbe prefent which he had made him ; the King of 
Leinfter informed her of the difpute, and of his 
leadin^ls to Ibew his loyalty and affedion to the 

O 4 King 
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Brian. King her hulband, by affifting to carry one of the 

'^ mafts himfclf, which had occafioned the lofs of - 

the button, The Qaecn his filler being a woman 
of a true Irifh fpirit, and being fired with a 
reflexion on the glory of her anceftors, who had 
never paid homage to any Prince in the world, 
was fo incenfed at this fervile difpofition of her 
brother, to fubmit under a burden like a com- 
mon labourer, that (he upbraided him with his 
meannefs of fpirit fo unworthy of his illuftrious 
houfe, in the fevercft terms (he could recoUedt ; 
and fnatching his mantle from his (boulders 
with the utmoft indignation, (he threw it into the 
fire. 

The King of Leinfter appeared like a raanthun-,. 
der-ftruck at this violent rebuke from the Queen 
his fitter, to honour whofe hufband he had under- 
gone this difgrace ; and perhaps too, he was made 
afharaed of himfelf by her remonftrance for this 
degeneracy from the fpirit of his anceftors. Moved 
however as he was with her, and though no body 
was witnefs of this treatment, yet he fupprefled 
his paflion at that time, and made no reply, 
But the next day, as he was looking upon a game 
At chefs, which was playing between Mortogh, 
jhe eldeft fon of Br; an, and one of his cou(ins j 
the King of Leinfter, unfairly as a ftander by, ad- 
vifed a niove, which loft Mortogh the game. 
The Prinpe of Ireland, being extremely nettled 
^t this impertinent interpofitipn— as every chefs 
player will believe — among other things in his 
paflion, told the King of Leinfter, that if he had 
given as good advice to the Danes, they would 
jiot have loft the battle of Glen-madma, where 
their defeat was owing to him. The King replied 
with equal quicknefs and rcfentment, that if the 
panes had been defeated by his advice, he would 
fgon put them in a way to retrieve their lofs, 
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and to take their full revenge of hirti and the King BkiAN, 
his father. The fpirit of MoK togh, which before * 

was chafed, was upon this threatning, under no 
reldraint : and he anfwercd the King of Leinfter, 
that the foreign forces had been fo often van- 
cjuiftied by his rather and himfelf, that he feared 
. nothing from them, though they fhould be flir- 
ted up, and commanded by the King of Leinfter 
himfelf. 

In thofe days of fighting, and among thofe high 
fpirited and warlike men the Princes of Ireland, this 
was a fort of challenge, which could not eafily be 
digefted. Malmorda, the King of Leinfter, faid 
no niore, but retired immediately to his chamber ; 
where refledting upon the indignities he had re- 
ceived at the court of Brian, from his C^seen 
and Son, he was fo much hurt and difturbed, that 
he refufed to appear at fupper : and left the Prince • 
of Ireland fhould take an alarm at this refufal^ 
and feize upon his peribn, in order to prevent 
his revenge, he rofe very early the next morning, 
and without the leaft ceremony whatever^ depart- 
ed fiom Kincora, fully determined to gratify his 
refentment, at all events as foon as poflible. The 
Monarch being informed of his fudden and abrupt 
departure, without giving any notice of his in- 
tention, was much furprized: and finding upon 
enquiry, that he had not been ufed with proper 
courtefy and decorum at his court, he was rcfolved, 
if poflible, to induce him to return ; and to this 
purpofe, he difpatched an officer after him, with 
the utmoft expedition, to delire he would return 
to the palace, and accept the prefents which the 
King of Ireland had provided as an acknowledg- 
ment of his laft favour, 

But 
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Briav. But whether die King of LeinOer fufpcCled 
' ■ ■ Briah'b fmcerity, or whether he w^s too much 
iocenfbd with ttie nsde treatment he had before 
received to fbr^ve xty which is mod pro\>abIe» as 
ibon as the officer of die court had delivered his 
meilage, Malmorda was fo much enraged^ that 
he ftruck him violently thrice upon ihe head^ and 
fra&ured his (kuU. ' When he returned to Kincora, 
with an account of his reception from the King of 
Leinfter^ fome of the houdhold troops — perhaps 
inftigated by Mortogh ^looking upOQ this rude 
and coctemptoouR iiifiilt upon the King's mefien- . 

Ser as an infult oflfered to the King bimfelf, de* 
red Brian's perrmfiiOQ to purfiae Malmorda, 
and to bring him back to anfwer for this iidigoit^. 
But BaiAK confideriag that his Qgeen and his 
Son had been the &ft aggreflbrs^ and chat the laws 
of hoipitaiity in hts .palace had beoi infringed^ in 
their inelegant treatment of MALMoapA^ refufed 
this requeft : and yet as the King of Leinft^ had 
in hts torn violated the privileges of heralds or 
officers of a court, in « ai&ulting Ae meflenger 
who was fenton a civil errand, the Monardi 
afliured them that he would chaftife the infelenoe 
of Malmorda at his own doors ; and by this 
means he permitted him to make his efcape with 
fafety into his province. 

No fooner was the King of Ldhfter. arrived at 
his own palace, than he fummoned a convention 
of the Princes and the Chiefs under his juriidic- 
tion ; to whom he related in the moft aggravating 
manner the indignity which he had been treated widi 
at the court of Brian. The ftates of Leinfter 
being irritated with this artful reprefentadon of 
the unci vil treatment of their King, fell precipitate- 
' ly into his fnare, and with the inconfiderable heat 
which poflefles a multitude, they unanimoufly re- 
folved to ]Q|n the power of the Danes when they 

were 
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were collefked, and to fall upon the King of Brian. 
Ireland. A moft abfurd. refolution^ and to them ■ 
a very fatal one ! we muft remember however that 
to Princes haughty and independent as were the 
irifti, " who were quick in difceming an injury 
and impatient to revenge it^ who efteemed it infa- 
mous to fubmit to an enemy and cowardly to 
forgive him, who confidered the right of punilfaing 
thofe who had injured them as a privilege of their 
order and a mark of independence*', all other 
refentment appeared extremely unfatisfadory. 

But I believe there is not in any hiftory in 
the world, a firoager proof dian this, ^^ how great 
a nnttter a little fire kindleth"! The Qgeen c^ 
Ireland had given her brother a paflicHiate reproof 
for his extreme fervility ; and the Prince had be^- 
haved with an indecent warmth to him for hia 
officious interpoTition in a game at cheis : but 
were thele af&cHits, when joined together, of 
impc»:tance enough to engage the kingdom in a 
quarrel, to deflroy the happy peaceml (kys it 
.was in pofleiTioQ of, to call in a foreign enemy 
which had coil it rivers of blood to exterminate 
and fubdue, and to bring the grey heirs of the 
befi: iVfonarch that ever iat on the dirone of Ireland 
with forrow to the grave ? A Monarch too, who 
had no hand in putting thefe affronts upon Ma l- 
MOKDA, -and whq h^d condeicended to defire that 
he might make up the breach which thefe afironts 
had oocafioned. But the fame litdenefs of mind, 
which induced the King of Leinfter to fink fo much 
,beneath bis digpity, as to a£t the part of a com- 
mon labourer, to which he was not called by any 
neceflity — for then it would have been great indeed 
—prevented his reconciliation. For whatever may 
be the ientiments of the men pf the world upon 
this head, yet nothing, is more demonftrable, than 
that a forgivenefs of injuries upon fubmiffion, is 

the 
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Briai^. the ftrongeft mark that can be (hewed of true 
■ '■ greatnefe of mind. But this was a difpofition un- 
known to the times, as well as to the heart of 
the King of Leinfter. 

No fooner had the ftates oF his province joined 
in the refolution above-mentioned, than Mal- 
MORDA difpatched meflengers to the King of Den- 
mark, imploring his aid againft the Monarch ; 
whom he reprefented as a tyrant cruel and in- 
fupportable, and who had particularly opprefled 
the Danes, and obliged them to abandon all their 
poffeffions, except in the fea-port tbwns, and the 
lands adjacent. The King of Denmark gave hinv* 
felf no trouble to enquire into the truth of this 
complaint, or to ojfTer his mediation to make up 
the brieach : but accepting the propofal oFMal- 
HORDA with great eagemeis, befitted out a fleet 
with twelve thoufand men, and put his two Tons 
at the head of them, who landed fafe in the port 
of Dublin. As foon as the King of Leinfter had re- 
ceived fuch a powerful fuccour, and had aflurance 
of being joined by the Danes that were before in the 
country, he fent a herald to declare war againft 
the King of Ireland, and to challenge him to a 
battle in the fields about Clontarf, within two 
tniles of Dublin. The Monarch did not want for 
intelligence of the great preparations that were ma- 
king againft him by the King of Leinfter :and there 
was not a man then in the kingdom, who loved 
his country and wiftied its welfare and profperity, 
who was not alarmed and troubled at this arrival 
of the Danifh army ; as the war might be attend- 
ed with very fatal confequences to its peace and 
liberty. They had the utmoft confidence in their 
Monarch, who had always triumphed over his 
enemies, but he was no\v in extreme old age ; and 
though MoRTOCH and his other fons were very 

valiant 
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valiant and warlike Princes, yet the prcfent tran- Brian. 
cjuillity and happinefsof the nation was a thing ccr— — — — 
tain, but the event of war againft a powerful and 
numerous enemy was precarious ; and even if it 
Ihould be fuccefsful would coft a great deal of the 
bed Irifti blood. 

The declaration of war was returned by Brian 
againft the King of Leinfler ; nor were any prepa-^ 
rations n^Iedted that could h6 made, in order to 
repell this formidable combination againft the 
public peace. All the provincial troops of Mun- 
fter and Gonaught were called out, with their fe- 
veral Princes at their head ; and many chiefs of 
clanSy who were not liable to fuch fervice, volun- 
tarily joined with all their people, out of gratitude 
to their good old Monarch, and to prevent the fla^ 
very of their country. Even the depofed Mala* 
CHY made a (hew of affifting the Irilh army, as an 
auxiliary, with all the forces of Meath, of which 
he was ftill King : and when thefe feveral bodies 
were coUefted together, though their number is not 
afcertained, yet from many circumftances it may 
be concluded, they made up an army not inferior 
to that of the enemy. Though Brian was then 
in the eighty eighth year of his age, and could not 
poffibly retain vigour enough to be of any ufe^ 
yet when a battle was to be fought which concer- 
ned his country, and upon the fuccefs of which 
the liberty of Ireland might depend, he had ftill fa 
much of the fpirit of the warrior and the patriot 
in him, that there was no perfuading him to ftay 
behind. Though his great age had unftrung or 
palfied every nerve, yet the dinn.of arms, to which 
be had been trained up from his infancy, and in 
which he had (hone with fupreme luftre, had war* 
xned the almoft frozen blood in his veins ; and he 
would march at the head of his confederate army, 

though 
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Briak. though he was fi> extremely feeble, that he was ob^ 

— Kged to give the command of it to Mortoch his 

eldeft fon. 

It might be (aid here with truth indeed^ that 
the fpirit was willing but the fle(h was weak : and 
when they arrived in the plains about Qontar^ 
where the army of Leinfter and the Danes were 
in battle array, and Brian had feen and aflifted 
in drawing up the order in which his troops were 
formed, he was perfuaded by his fon to retire into 
his tent, and wait the iflue of the battle ti\ere. 
The ftate of the heart of fuch a hero in that con- 
jundure, is eafier to.be conceived than well ex- 
prefled. But for a man of invincible courage, and 
of marvellous fuccefs in war, to be obliged to ftag- 
ger out of the field under die burden of old age, 
and to defert his fons and grandfons whom he had 
ib often led in arms, when they were juft about to 
expofe their lives for the liberty of his country, of 
which he had been the reftorer, it muft be a very 
afiefting fituation. No fooner however had the 
good old Brian withdrawn, than the fatal fignal 
was given on both fides to begin the charge. This 
was the crifis which Malachy chofe to revenge 
himfclf on the Monarch for pulhing him off the 
throne ; which though he had quietly acquicfccd 
in for a dozen years, yet it is plain he bad not 
forgiven. He had coUefted the forces of Meath 
on the declaration of war againft the Monarch, and 
he had incorporated them with the Irifti army when 
they began their march ; but juft as the found of the 
- trumpets and the (houts of both armies' gave the 
fignal of battle, he wheeled off with his battalions 
to a diftance ; hoping by that means to ftrike a 
terror into the forces of Brian, and through the 
confufion that would enfue to give the victory to 
his enemies. 

But 
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But the army of Ireland^ with the fons of their Briak. 
invincible and bfcloved Monarch at their head^ — -■ 
were not to be thus difmayed ; and ttey looked 
upon this defection of the King of Meath with con* 
tempt inftead of terror. They were led on by 
Mo&TOGH, and the other Princes, widi a courage 
and firmnefs worthy of their defcent ^ and they 
met an enemy, it muft be owned, which put all 
their (kill and valour to the teft. Notwithftandisg 
the onfet was made on bodi fides with a terrible 
fiercenefs, yet the ranks were not broken. Every 
man flood immoveable in his rank, till he fell by 
the hand of an enemy, and his poft was filled im- 
mediately by diofe behind him : in this equal con- 
flict the fi^t continued for fome tiifne •, and vic- 
tory feemed to hover as it were in fufpence over 
bodi armies. Butatlengdi the good genius of Bm- 
AK, and the caufe of virtuous liberty prevailed : 
the Danes were pufhed fo vigoroufly by the Momo- 
nians and their Princes, that they were no longer 
able to ftand the (hock ; and being put into ditor- 
der, and not daring to rally, .were foon totally rou- 
ted. The army of Leinfter, perceiving their auxili- 
aries, upon whom they chiefly depended, thus over- 
thrown and put to flight, were difcomfited to fuch 
a degree, ^at the defeat became univer(al and a 
moft dreadful carnage enfued. They had done all 
that courage and dexterity, a thirfl; of glory or re- 
venge, could infpire men with ; and though it was 
their fate to lofethe field, yet the conquerors Won it^ 
at a dear rate. 

Indeed the befl blood they paid for it was not 
in open battle, but by .treachery ; forMoRTOcH, 
riding through the dead and wounded after the 
enemy, was called to by one of the fons of thd 
King of Denmark, who knew fiim, and who im- 
plored his help i telling him his wounds were not 
mortal. The magnanimous Prince, whole mercy 
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Brian, was not inferior to his courage, immediately dif- 
■ mounted ; and as he was lifting the Pane up, in 
order to give him fuccour, the perfidious monfter 
ftabbed him to the heart. Thus fell the valliant 
and viftorious Mortogh, the eldeft fon of Brian ; 
who fleOied his fword againft the Danes in open 
battle at thirteen years of age, and had fought by his 
father's fide in every battle after, with equal glo- 
ry and fuccefs. As though bora always to (hare 
the fame fate in war, about the fame moment that 
he met with this ignoble death, the aged Monarchy 
father of his line, was flaughtered in his pavilion^ 
by fome of the flying Danes ; who, feeing it un- 
.guarded, ftopped long enough to butcher the 
helplefs, hpary King, and too long to preferve 
themfelves ; being all of them cut to pieces. 

In this deplorable manner, ended the glorious 
many days of Brian Boromy, King of Munfter, 
and Monarch of Ireland. As great a figure as the 
reader hath feen him make in the foregoing pages 
— and a greater perhaps is not to be met with in 

^ any hiftory of mankind— yet his character will de- 

ferve a little more illuflration than what we have 
found of it already. Though in his youth he de* 
lighted much in the exercifes of the field, and in 
the feats of military fkill and valour, yet they did 
not extinguifh his love of learning, and the polite 
arts ; of which he continued all through his hfe to 
be very fond. As he grew in years, this inclina- 
tion to literature encreaied ; and it is therefore no 
wonder, when he had eflablifhed the peace of the 
nation, that he endeavoured fo much to cure the 
ignorance and barbarity of the age he lived in. 
Indeed the age he lived in, it muft be owned, was 
delug^ with blood and violence through the dif- 
cord and animofity natural to the Irifh, as well as 
through the repeated incurfions of thefavage Danes: 
which is a circumitance. that makes bis own en- 
:::• v ^-^ ■ dowments 
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dowments and difpbfitions ftill more extraordinary : Biiian; 
and though it hath been objected againft him, that— — ^ 
he depofed the reigning Monarch, and thruft him-^ 
fclf w^th violence into the throne, yet thisbbjcdti- 
6n is notjuftj at leaft it do^s not operate with 
that force which thofe who have brought it, de- 
figned it fhouldx 

• It is true, thdt the Heremonian family had for 
feveral ages paft, confined the monarchy of Ireland. 
to tbemfdves, in exdufion of the other houfes of 
Hebek and In, of the old Mikfian line. * But it is 
likewife as tnie^ that the fucceffion to the throne 
had always been ele^ive; that no regard had ever 
been had from the beginning to 'hereditary right^- 
but to fuperior, wifdom ^nd valour * and that the 
Heremonian fuccelfion had. on. many occafions be^ 
fore this, been interrupted, by ele(^ing favcreigns 
out of the other branches of the royal line. Befides^ 
it does n(^ appear, that the. motion for depofing 
Malaghy came fronnr Bri anj or that he propofed 
himfelf for a fucceflbr on the throne. On the con- 
trary, it hath been related, that the States of Mun- 
fter and Conaught, reflefting on the melancholy 
and dift relied condition of the nation^ through the 
luxury and fupinenefs of the Monacch^ ^ere the 
fitft that moved to dethrone him $ and for the fame, 
reafons they were feconded by the united voice of 
the people. At the fanoe time that this extribrdi* 
hary ftep was refol ved upon^ they applied toBiiAN 
;a& the deliverer of his .country^ and befought.himf 
.to take the reins of government into his hands; that 
being poffefled of the . fovcrergn powcr^ he ^ might 
do that for the reft of the kingdom,- which hcL had 
already done, for his own province of Mtlrifteir^ and 
-fc qomplete the deftrtiddopr ciftheir foreign enemies. 
/. It is not to be fuppofitd^ at the age of fevcnty^x*' 
.which wasi then, the age«iPthe King^— an age when 
ambition ;ifaufft be dead in- the. breaft i)f ' eyiry .cnan 
>i-that'^ kwigdoro in itfelf :could haveLapy cbtrmS 
.^ yofc.IL 5 foif 



2IO THEHISTORY Vou It 

Brian, for Brian ; and much lefs fuch akit)g4QCB as 
involved in all the circumftances of ruin and 
trefs. It was impoflftble that he could look upon 
the crown of Ireland at that time, in any other li^l 
than as a burden upon his hoary head ; which it 
would be a great trouble to him to wear^ and 
\^hich would make the evening of his ds^s. more 
infupportable. But however, when the pid!)Iic 
^3od and the juft defires of his countrymen called 
upon him, he ^crificed die repofe which was due 
to his old age, and exerted that refolution and 
ms^animity, and all thofe other heroic virtueS| 
which have made his name veneraUe to fucceed* 
ing times. His learning has been taken notice of 
in the hiilory of his reign, and his religion may be 
eafily enou^ collected ftom thence. 

It may be proper, however, to mention^ that 
as the fweetneft of his difpofition, and the reguhi^ 
rity of his morals, were not impaired or injur^ by 
the exercifes of war, or the liberties of a military 
life, fo neither did thofe avocations, nor the fplen* 
dor of a court, nor the neceilary demands of ftate^ 
prevent the exercifes of piety : and from that or-^ 
der and devotion which his own example had in* 
troduced into his court — an example which gave 
him the reputation of a Saint after his death — *he 
Oideavoured to fpread a fpirit of ferioufhefe 
and religion throughout his kingdontL To this 
end he gav« the Bifhops and Clergy die higheft 
marks of hist efteem and favour, and all poffibk 
encouragement in thedifchirge of their holy ctfScc : 
and by this encouragcrarent, and by the particu- 
lar friendfliip with which he treated every one who 
diftinguiftied himfelf in the fervicc of. his country^ 
by his learning, abilities, or religious ze^ he pro- 
duced that alteration in the manners of the pec^k, 
within the compafs of his ffaort and bufy fce^, 
which hath been mentioned. To alLtbis it imy 
be adde^, that his condefcenfion. eafme^s ofrndaeS^ 
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aaid pleafantry of converfation in all his calm and Briak« 
Ibcial hours, were equal to the courage and the ' ' 
greatneis of his mind in time of danger or diftrefs i 
and all together, they make him compared to no 
«ne with ^ much propriety as to our Alfred^ 

This great Irifh Monarch was in twenty ikir-* 
milhes, or rencounters with the Danes^ in every 
one of which he was fuccefsful ; and he comman- 
ded in chief in nine and twenty pitched batdes 
asainft them, without lofing one. The reputation 
vmich he had aquired in the field of battle, was 
to be equalled by few in any age of the world, but 
it was to be excelled by none. He commanded 
in more fflgagements than J. CjesaK^ diftinguifh-^ 
ed himfelf in all of them with amazing intrepidity^ 
and even fought up to the charafter of a hero in 
romance. In (hort, it may be faid of BriaK 
BomoMY, that he was a prodigy of goodnefs, of 
underftandiiig and of greatnefs. To look at him 
through his piety, one would think he had fpent 
all his life in a cloifter ; to examine the produAi-^ 
onS of his genius, welhould be inclined to believe^ 
that his whole time had been occupied in learning 
and the fciences ; and to view him as a general and 
a Monarch, he appears to have (hidied nothing 
but the art of war and politicks, the conqdell of 
his enemies, and the eafe and profperity of his fub- 
jeds. How much is k then to be regretted, that 
the Alexanders and the CiCSARS, and the 
other tyrants and oppreflbrs of mankind, fhould 
meet with fuch noble writers to perpetuate their 
memory, when aBRiAN^ whofe fuperior abilities 
were entirely diredted to the good of his people^ 
ftiould have the misfortune to be recorded only by 
Monks;the lowed and moft infufScient of all writers! 

With this thunderbolt of war, and his elded fan 
MoRTOO H, fell many other heroic valiant Princes of 
his houTe, bis fops and grandfons, in this fatal bat- 
^ ; beGdes the Kings and Prince(s of territories in 

P a ^ ^ his 
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Brian, his jurifdiftion. On. the other fide, the Generals 
of the Danes, the two fons of the King of Denmark, 
and their unnatural ally, the King of Lexnfter, 
whole implacable animpfity had been the folc 
occafion of .this war, with almoft all the Chiefs 
and Princes in his province, met with the fame 
calamitous fate in this memorable aftion. Of 
the Danilh army, it is fard, that four thoufand 
perilhed in the firft charge, and fix thoufand fcven 
hundred more in the adtion andpurfuit : the Leinftcr 
troops did not fuffer fb much, having only' riiree 
thoufand feven hundred flain in the whole. But 
the vidlory was not gained without the loft of four 
thoufand of the Irifh forces under the Monarch. 
Such were the miferable efFedts of a war, entered 
into to gratify the refentment of a Prince, for a 
trifling affront, not worth the private anger of an 
hour ! Could his own death alone have paid the for- 
feit of his unchriftian and unmanly rage, it would 
have been juftly merited and unlamented. Btit to be 
fo far fubdued by an irafciWe temper, astd drawout 
thoufands to be butchered in hisprivate quarrel, 'will 
make the memory of Malmord a. King of Leinfter, 
infamous to pofterity : indeed it will have a worfe ef- 
fedt, it will g ivean unfavourable ideaof tht religion 
of the ancient Irifli of that time, whofe natural fero- 
city was ftill untamed, and jhe barbarity of their 
manners ftill unreformed by it. It muft be obfer- 
ved however that this fall, from the politenefs, 
virtue, teaming, and good manners, which had dif- 
tinguilhed the Irilh nation from all others, has been 
attributed by a late hiftorian — and perhaps 'not 
untruly — to their communication v(^ith thofe bar- 
t)arous Normans which had been the peft of Etirope. 
The battle of Clontaf f; is fuch a ' metndrable 
even in the Irifh hiftory, '^and notwithftandiirg 
feme few fkirmilhes after, did in its cphfeoircnce' 
roeffedually deftroy thd.Danifh power' in I?ic;lkiiaj 
as to extinguith all furtljer attempts agairift'^if by 
hbfe people, that I tia^c dwelt upon it longen 
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' than' may be thougfiV'ride^fldFy. ' It as'.reportcd by Brian. 
M'a'c CuRTiN, that 'Briam was not killed, bii^' 
mortairy v^diinded m'his'^e<nt ; ^^^ that DoNOOHt 
" one of his Tons, -who had futvived the aftion and 
' tlieh eomrrianded the royal army,-, having buried 
their dead in the field of battk, brought the. wound- 
•ed Monarch, and the bodies of his brouheis • and 
^ the btfiferPrincefs flain in the adion to Kilm^inhao;], 
•!a mile weft of Dublin on the bther fide the LifFy 
^'from'Glontarfe, where the laft' were honourably 
-interred ; and that MoR^oort partioukrly bad a 
long ftond ftanding at one end of his tomb^ with 
his name written upofi i^l. Of the good^old Mo,- 
narch he Tays further, that* finding his end ap-^ 
proaching he called fOt^ hi schaplaiTi the;Bifhop of 
inis-fcathy, from whorti he received rfie holy rites of 
the church, and then mad^ his will^ leaving his 
crbwh toTE^G his then eldcft fori. The dayiifter 
hisdeath^ the Clergy 6f the afeby of Sworiis,came 
andxarried his body thither, from whence it. was 
fetch'd fey two other fetti^ of religious fucoeBively 
to thei-r refpeftive N4onafteries, and . then- it- was 
met by the Archbiflidp of Ardmagh Accompanied 
by a great number of Prificeu and clergy of all or- 
ders, who carried it to Ardmagh ; where lie had 
'defired to be buried, arid' where it was interred 
•with all poffible folemnity and extreme forrow. 

The royalarmy having- obtained this.fignal vic- 
tory, though with the lofs of their Monauch and 
fome of -the beft blood in' the nation, had nothing 
to do but to break up and ret-urn l^nae* Accor- 
•dingly the two bodies Separated -. thofe of the prq- 
vince of Gonaught took the fhorteft way home ta 
their own country ; and the Momonians began 
their march under the condudk of Dokog h the ion 
ofBRiA^. What was then become of Teig the 
^Ideft brother, and how it happened that Donogh 
was the chief commander of the Momonians, .no 
li^ftorian has informed us, except Mac Curtin^ 

P 3 wh9 
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Brian, who fiiya that Teio was abfent at the battle of 
Qontarfe, having been fent by his father into the 
country o( Louth to collefk a part of the royal 
tribute which the people of that country had neg- 
ie£ted to pay ; that Pokogh being ambitious to 
poffefs himfelf of the fovereignty, fent for the 
Prince of Ely, and offered to reieafe him of all the 
(lues paid by his country to the King of the fouth- 
ern half of the ifland, if he would immediately 
furprize his brother Tew and carry him away in- 
to Ely ; and that this fcheme was affe£ted^ and 
%he Prince loft his life. But Keating names 
Teiq as one of the fons of Bryan who attended 
him in this battle : and of DoKOCif he lays after- 
wards, that he was ^ ufurper on the rights of his 
elder brother, whom he put into the hands of Ely 
O Carroll men who treacheroudy mu|dered him ^ 
and for which bafe action he was dq>ofi^ and 
obliged to leave his country in order to fave fajs 
life. But this was fo many years after the battle 
of Glontarfe and his aflliming the royal authority, 
that one cannot fijppofe it to be a puniflunent for 
the murder of his brother at this time j and if he 
was not niurdered then, we are at a ]o(& to know 
what became 0f him for fo many jears. 

Be this however as it might; which I fliall attempt 
to explain in the next book, I)onooh certainly 
was at the head of all the Momonian forces in t]ieir 
march from Glontarfe to their own province. But 
they had fcarcely proceeded above twenty miles, be- 
fore the old dilute began to revive about the aU 
ternate government ot Munfter, deyifed by th^r 
great anceftoy Olioll Olumj between the Prin- 
cefs pf Dalgarifian and Eugenian tribes, the mar- 
tial inhabitants of that province. They had fought 
indeed like brothers in the fame caufe, in the late 
engagement -, and it was principally owing to the 
vigour and intrepidity of the illurario^s Dalgais, 
\n defence of their belpyed chief— who was al£ 

their 
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their proviscial King and the Monarch of Ireland Brian. 
— diat the royal army had proved victorious in that ' 

bloody battk* But thefe confiderations were of 
no force ; the Balga^s were very nuich reduced 
in their number by the ilavighter of that day, and 
many of tho& dien on the march .were wounded . 
The Eugenian Princes defirous to regain the fo^ 
verei^ty of their province, and finding dieir force 
greatiy fi^erior, thought this a proper time to re- 
new their claim. Wherefore withdrawing their 
battalions to a little diilance, they fent a meilage 
to DoNQOH — till then the leader of both the bodies 
of the Momonians, as the fi)n of Brian— deman* 
ding that he would relinquith all pretentions to the 
crown pf Munftcr, which according to the difpofel 
of their g^eat anceflpr was to be alternate ; though 
hisunde and his £ither bad violated this conflitutioxi. 
It m^ft be owned that this copftitution had in 
the couriEe of fo many centuries been Co often broken 
in upon by ambitious Princes, that though the 
Eugenians might have the plea of prefcriptive 
T^ght, yet it feems not a little ungenerous to . take 
this opportunity to infift upon it, when they were 
three thoufiind eflfoaive men to one ; when the 
family of Brian and the whole tribe of the D^lgais 
had iuf&red lb much in the late engagement ; and 
wh^n they were upon. the march heme, in which 
it was impoffible for Donogh toencreafe his forces. 
Whether he was more furprized or offended at this 
demand, it is difficult to determine : we may be 
very fure he muft be both. But he boldly replied 
without hefitation, that the fubmiflion which the 
Eugenians paid to his uncle and his father was 
through force ; that thofe Princes came to the 
ibvereignty of the province, not by virtue of fuch 
an ancient difpofition, but by their valour, which 
had wreft^d it from the Danes their common 
enemy ; that he would endeavour to keep what had 
de|i;ended to him from fuch a father ^ that they 

P 4 durft 
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Briat?. durftnotbe fo infolent as to deniatidhis iubniiflipn, if 

* rr they had not taken the advantage of his misfortunes 

a'nd their own fuperior number ; and if the brave 
corps he conjmanded had not fujflfcred fo extremely 
in the late battle, inftead of giving them hofCages for 
his rcfignation of the crown, that he would chaftizc 
their mutiny and difobedience, and oblige them to 
give fecurity for their future loyalty and fubmiiiion, 
' When DotTOK? H had difmifled the meflenger with 
this anfwer, which he perceived the Momonians 
were preparing to refcnt by arms, he communicated 
the contents of the extraordinary demand that had 
been made upon him, and the fcora and indigna- 
tion with which he had treated it. The tribe of 
the Dalgais, who had z double tie upon them to 
revenge his caufe — their right to the fbvereignty of 
the province won by their own* fwords, and their 
adherence to the farhily of their late beloved king 
— were no Iboner informed of the pretenfions of 
the Eugenians, than they one and all declared, they 
would (land by the Prince to the laff extriemity/- 
and though the Eugenians ftipuld attack thein in 
their prefent fituatibn, with fuch fuperior numbers. 
The Eugenians indeed had determined tb take the 
advantages they were poflefled of^ in order to vin- 
dicate their right and to fettle the fuccfeffion ift the 
ancient channel i and therefore formed themfehres 
in battle array. But Donogh, being animated by 
the loyalty and refolution of his little army,- and 
by the remembrance of the iftvincible Herd froni 
whom he defcended, when he few the Eugenians 
ftand to their arms and ready to fall upon- him, 
(Commanded that the wounded (hould retire to a 
Danifh rath at a little diftance, with a proper guard 
to fecure them ; whilft he with the' fem^iiider 
(hould engage the enemy. The wounded i^neh 
however confidering that by this meani tfieir chief 
yyould be deprived of a third part of -his fortes, 
which all together were not half the number of the 
— Eugc- 
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Eugenians, and being determined to adl worthy of Briabt. 

the tribe to which they bclongedt refufed their Gcr — 

neraKs kindncfe, filled their wounds with green 
mofs that was juft at hand^ and calling for their • 

arms embodied themfelves with their comrades, 
being refolved to (hare their fate. As foon as the ' 
Eiigenians fawthis defperate fpirit of the Dalgafian 
army, and finding their own foldiers, it may be, 
-touched with compaflion for their brave unhappy 
countrymen, with whom they had always- fought 
before under one banner, they declined the engage- 
ment ; and contented themftlves with- marching 
homeward by a difiei-erit route. 

Few futh inftances of moderation, as this, are 
to be met with in the hiftory of this warlike peor 
J>le ; and the caufe of this perhaps is to be fought 
for, in thejealoufy and fufpicion of the Eugenian- 
Prince -who claimed the foveteignty, rather than 
in a fpirit of magnanimity ;and forbearance which 
prevailed in the Momonian army. But however 
this might be, the invincible tribe of 4tie-Da(]gais 
were not to return home without acquiring further 
tenovra for ^heir valour and intrepidity, h feems 
the King of Oflbry had conceived a mortal aver- 
fiohtbthelate Monarch for the imprifonraent of 
his father : and as thefe quarrels were continued 
from one generation to another, fo neither Do- 
nog H^ n6r even' the Dalgais who had been the 
guards of Brian, were to efcape the refentment 
of Mac GtLLY-pATRiCK the Oflbrian King. 
To this purpofe he afieinbled all his own army, ^ 
and a powerful body of fubfidies of Leinfter,^ 
with a determined refolution to oppofe the march 
of tlie Dttlgaifian forces thitough his territories. 
When the fcouts that he had dilpatched to watch 
the motions of this tribe informed him of their ap- 
proach, and that they were then encamped upon 
his borders, he fent a herald to Donogh to de- 
mand hoftages for a fecurity that no fubfiftence nor 

contri- 
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Brian, oontributions (hould be levied by his amiy as they 
■ marched throv^h the territories of OOory, and if 

he refufed thete conditions to declare wsjr ^g^ioft 
him and that he would oppofe their oiarcb and give 
him battle. Incenfed with rage and indigoatipn 
at this infulting mef&ge, Donogu told the herald 
who brought it^ that he was much forprifed at 
the batenefs of the King of Ofibry in caking ad- 
vantage dF the diftrefs of his army ^ that he hinv- 
felf (hould fet it down ae one of the greateft miB^ 
fortunes of his whole life, to be thus expoied to 
the infults of an infignificant petty prince who 
was below his notice ; and that notwichftanding 
bis ntafter had in a cowardly manner declared^ 
war agaiioft him^ when he knew hi3 army was Co 
reduced as that he had but littk more tfian a 
tenth ps^rt of the force of the wnry pf Oflpry, yet 
he was not afraid to meet this puullanlmous I^ng 
in the fi^ of battle ; whflre he did no( doubt^ 
ootwithftanding the great diQpari^^ of numbers^ 
to make Mac Gihuy-^^ATfiiCK teel and confeis 
that the tribe of Dalgais were ftill invincible. The 
herald being unwilling to carry back this bold 
and high fpiritcd anfwer to the Kipg his maftcr^ 
prefumed to argue the cafe with Donogh i to fet 
forth ihc numl^r, valour and good order of the 
combined army, and the wretched condition of 
the handful of men which were to oppofe it ^ ^md 
thence attempted to difTuade him from his defiga. 
of fighting. The Dalg^fism General, unufed to 
fuchlanguige even from Princes — for nothiog^ was 
tpo perilous for his tribe xiot to attempt^ was fb 
enraged at this prefumption of the herald^ that 
he told him if the law ojF nations had not fecured 
his perfon, he would oMer his tongue to be cut out 
for his infolence, and bid him repair immediately to 
his mailer with the anfwer that had been given him. 
As fbon as the herald was departed, not doubt*- 
ing but the King of Qflbry would immediately 

march 
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march to give him l^atde) whence force on both Briak. 
fides was fo \incq\ial, Pqnogh loft no time in pro- ■ ■ ' 
claiming tohis little army the iniblent demaadof the 
King of Ofibry ) and the m^ace with which they were 
threatened upon a refnfal ; which his army refented 
aa warmly as he could with; When be had thus 
wound ^p their fpirit to its former pitchy which was 
become languid through the fartigue and faardihips 
they had undergone, bis next cire waa to&nd off his 
wounded me& to a little diftance under a fufficient 
guard— thduglh it would .^el^rive htm .of a third 
part of his force-^to break up hia camp, and to 
torni in order of battle to receive the enemy. Bat 
po iboner were the fick and woimded informed of 
the Prince's deOgn with i^rd to them, than th^ 
eameftly befoi^ht him as befom in the eiq>efi:ed 
battle with the Eugeoidms, that they might fbare the 
&mi& fate with him and their fellow foidkrs, and 
either conquer or die. A man muft be void of all 
Seetiagji^ of tendemefs and humanity, who does not 
feel on this occafion bc^ for the General and the 
men. A fcene of greater tendemdls and diftreis 
CBB fcarcely be figured in imagination ; and tb4^ 
confliA b the breaft of Dokogh, widi affeftions. 
that cut^ like a two edged fword, both ways at 
once, 19 eafier to be conceived than well defcribed. 
His concern however for the lives of the fick and 
wounded got the better of his defire to pleafe 
them, as well as not to weaken the ilrength he had, 
which was alr^eady btft too unequal to the dread- 
ful combat they were preparing for. He therefore 
<Hrdered them to be informed^ that though their re- 
queft wais. worthy of the illuftrious tribe whofe name 
they bore, and he was diarmed with theirfidelity to 
him, yet as they were much more weakened with 
the lojfsof blood and the fatigues of their nnarch than 
they were at the rupture with the Eugenians, he 
could not confent tio put them under the unhappy 
dilemma they had omrked out for themfeives. 

But 
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Brian. But this affcftionate anfwcr of their PrlDccj in- 
■ ftcad of afluaging the emotion kindled in their 

breaft, made it the more Violent, and produced fudi 
a refelution as I believe is not to be equalled in 
any hiftory of mankind. As they were Aen en- 
cacn|[>ed on the fide erf a - wood, they defif ed ' the 
Xjeneral would order iafufficient number of pofts 
to be cut down, in oildeir to be drove into the 
ground M^ the. field of* battle between every two 
effedivemch.; at which they might be- tied, as 
a fupport, ' whilft : their Hands would be at liberty 
to annoy ; the enetoy : befides this addition to the 
ilrength of his little antiy, they told* hirti^^* tfiat 
the fury <)f their conirades would be i^oub^ed, 
^ho wckild be afhamedto abandon thern in' that 
helpleis date, and who muft know that nothing but 
Tidfcory could prevent their flaughter. This propo&l 
being urged in their behalf to Dokogh wi^i^reat 
warnnith, he reludtantly gave way ; "riiey b^timi Up 
thetr wounds again withfren)4nors • the pofts were 
willingly made ready by the reft of the irmy^^^ ihey 
inarched to die field whefeon they were' t^ engage ; 
#and being drawn up* in order of battle; the j[k>fts 
were drove into the ground along the 'riti^te in the 
!Hianner they had defired, to which they weie ttiaking 
faftjuft asthe army of the enemy came in figbt.- 

Whether tWsunufual preparation to devote^bem- 
felvep tbusrefolutely to deftru6tion, and of! men who 
were deemed invincible, ftrtiCka pannitk >int5 the 
front of the King of Oflbry?^iirmy whi€h '^-an- Kke 
wild fire through the y^hole, or wlfetbef they 
thought the caufe be had. engaged them-ifi ^was urt- 
juft, or whether they were toudied with/^;<i«ttpafficn 
when they (aw the fmall number and the diftrefles df 
the Dalgaifian army, it -is oertam that the men6f 
Oflbry, as well as their allies- from Leiiifter, abfo- 
lutely refufed to fight Thelirftis the only motivfe 
^igned for this refufal \ ancj diough the hiftbr laps 
I compile from feldom ttace eflfefts to. their caufes, 

y«t 
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yet'in this inftance, as we may conjefture from Briast 
the ruling manners of the age they have probably 
l^d tis to the true, if not the only fource. For in 
an(wer to the remonflrance of the King of Oilbry 
that thfcy ^ere almoft ten to one, and his reproaches 
of their cowardice, ;we hear of no other plea made, 
by bis army than that the bravery of the Dalgais 
was irrefiftible ; diat the fick and wounded were 
as eager to fight as the ef&<^ive men, as might be 
feen by the defperate refolution they had taken 
never before heard of ; aod therefore that they 
would not .run into the jaws of lions to be inevitably 
torn ta pieces. As much roprtificd and confounded 
as Mac Gilly-Patiicik muft have been, not 
to be able to give battle tofucha handful of men fo 
weakened, and with fuch ia numerous army a$ he led 
a^infl them to fupport his challenge, yet all his 
ero)rts to perfuade or. provoke his men toiliake the 
attack were vain and fruitleis ; and he was obliged 
to fubmit to a diigrace, which was the more inrnp^ 
portable as it had never bceri: known before in the 
hiftbry of any age among that warlike people. 

Whdn the Dalgais had flood to their arms long 
enough to be convinced that the enemy durft not 
join battle with them, and that they were retiring 
out of the field,: Donooh proceeded on his march 
homeward; and the King of Oflbry contented him- 
felf vi^ith harrafling them by frequent IkiTpiflies 
with the rear. It was impoffible thefe (hould notr 
happen ; . but the ikill and caution of the Momonian 
Prince in making good his retreat was fo admirable, 
thatin a-'inai[ch of above forty miles, he loft ^but a 
hurtdred and fifty of his tribe when they- reached 
their native country, Havfeg. thus brought them 
home from the. famous battieof Cl<»it^ric, andhavr 
ing {hc\y^ed the difficulties aqd .dangers -y^ljicli they 
had to encounter on the one fide, ^nd the<|j(^U- and 
ijitrepijdiity with which they fiirrooi}nted theip wi the, 
other,.. I muft now.leav^ thcfe illuftripjis Ds^lgais ii> 

" . ' *the 
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Mala, the enjoyment of that repofe and glory ^ich wcr^ 
I'- their due^ and p^rftte the thraBul of die hilkory. 

A. D. When the untimely fate of die Monarch Bsuxvi 
^^^^' was known over die liland, ds ftates of the kiog- 
dom ailemhled to ele£fc a fucodOEMr: anddx>ii^ 
none of them would lend their affiftance to preferve 
Malachy on the dirone aj^inft the united voice 
of the people in favour oT BuiAy, yet diey all 
concurred in reftoring him to it Whether they 
were willing to prevent any furdier intrufion of 
the provincial Kings, and to bring bad& their con** 
ftitution to its old principles of choding a Monarch 
of theHeremonian line, or whether Malachy had 
(bothed them with fair pronnfea of activity in the 
fervice of his country after the great example of 
Bri AK, or whedier both thefectrcomftances roif^t 
not concur to influence the dedttoo, from the filenoe 
of all the hiftorians is not to be known. But oa 
the other hand, it does not appear from any tl^ng 
that ha^ been related, that he had merited this 
reftoration. He had &te quietly under his depo&l^ 
it is true, without attempting to difturb the public 
. peace : but the puUic peace was lb well (ecured 
by the valour, the good condudt, and the great 
popularity of the renowned Brian, that any at^ 
tempt to difturb it by Malachy muft have eaded 
in his own deftrudtion. Reafons of &fety there- 
fore to himfelf, and not reaibns of af&£tion to the 
public good, fwayed the mind of the King of 
Meath -to this peaceful demeanour under his juft 
di&race. I call it juft, becaufe let Brian's in-- 
trutaon, who was of the Heberian lin(^ have what 
hard name it may, yet when a Prince gives himfelf 
up to (loth and diffipation, and abandons the caie 
and tnterefts of his people to the rag^ and cruelty 
^f an enemy — as he did —in a country too efpecially 
where the Monarch had the fble adminiftration of 
government and was to do evoy thing in it himfelf 

_ the people have a right to take care of themf^ves» 

to 
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to diveft him of the power he foinfamoufly abufes, Mala, 
and to confer it upoa another who yill be the '^ * 
guordiftQ df their rights and liberties. This is not 
indeed the flavilh do^rine of paffive obedience £> 
abfurdly and fo wickedly founded frc»n our pulpits 
in the laft century, but it is the dodtrine of religion^ 
0f reafon, and of common fenfe. 

It is evident by the King of Meath's withdrawing 
with his hattalioDS juft at the moment the two 
armies joined tn battle, diough he marched with 
ihon under the nanie of an ally to the Iriih Monarchy 
&athe took the firft opportunity he could take 
with &fety of (hewing his rdentment and difobe-* 
dirace : tor he appr^ended doubtlefs that by this 
perfidy in fuch a crifis, he fhould throw the army 
ofB&iAN into confufion, and give the vi£tory to 
his eneitvy. His not attempting any thing there* 
fore againft the public peace whilft this Monarch 
was on the throne, was not, as I have &id, any 
merit in hin), and from any regiard to the public^ 
and therefore without other reafons did not entitle 
him to a reftofation. Reftored however he was 
with the general confent of the flates of the kingdom, 
at leafl to outward appearance : and to give them 
a tafle of his new zeal and activity, and that the 
example of his predecefTor might not be a frefli re- 
proach to hini, he foon after marched to Dublin, 
in order to chaflize the rebellious Danes who had 
furvived the battle of Clontarfe : and this he did 
very eflfedtually, by deftroying all the inhabitants, 
giving their effects up to the plunder of his foldiers, 
and then burnt the city. This is a chailifement 
which tj^ Danes feem to have brought upon them-* 
ielves very defer vedly ; who had lived in fb much 
eafe and tranquillity under Bklan's goveri^xient^ 
encouraged in their conamerce and pmt^ed in 
their property, and yetJwlN^TtOQk the firft jbpp(»r« 
tuaity td join his enemicoldgaiinft him. TlK)ugh 
Mai^achy therefo(re ftood tr tit^ m this nebeUion, 

. . . ' . yet 
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Malai yfet he confidered the Danes, it may be fuppofed, as 
!!• highly crirhiiial ; and perhaps to attone in fome mea- 

■^^ fure for his own bale neutrality, as well as to aveDge 

, the caufe of his prcdcceflbr whom he found every 
where lamented, he took thefefpeedy'nieafures in 
order to contribute to their final overthrow. 

But what the people in the territory of Wexford 
had done to ofend him we are not informed. We 
are only told, that immediately after he had burnt 
the city of Dublin, he marched into that country 
which he deftroyed with fire and fword in a very 
dreadful manner. Thefe people were inhabitants 
of the province of Leinfter ; and though they did 
not firft propofe theexpulfion of Ma l achy from 
the throne, yet as they did not rife in his defence, 
he might perhaps take this revenge on that account. 
But then the fame revenge was due to all the other 
provinces : and the next thittg we are informed of 
is, that he marched with a great army into Ulfter^ 
and when he had plundered the country, made 
Haves of many of the inhabitants -, or as it is &id 
by another writer, brought away many hoftiages. 
No reafon is given, nor any conjecture offered for 
thefe hoftilities : and if it was not in revenge for 
the part which the people of thefe countries* tocfc in 
his expulfion, or againft his reftoration, that he 
harrafled them in this manner, it muft be imputed 
f o that anarchy and confufion which upon the death 
of Briak broke out almoft over the whole ifland. 
The illuftrious example of that Monarch, his care 
of the public peace ' and the public intereft, arid 
the coiiftant fuccefs with which his arms had been 
crowned a^inft all his enemies, had through^ love or 
through featireftrainfcd' all the chiefs from thdr* in-i 
teftin&i feuds, and- preferved the ifljindi i rt a > tran- 
quillity it h$td tiever known through fo many years 
bef^rei ' '^ iBut this reftrmrbeingtaken off i}nhappily 
by his death, the ufiiaj ferment wasirekimdl^d j- and 
it blazed out perhaps with ^reat-ervioleirce^jecaufe 
it had been fo long (mothered. Be 
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Be this however as it might ; nothing is to be Mala. II 
met with ot that time but bitter woe for the lofs ""* ^ 
of their laft Monarch, and difcontent and difobe- 
dience under the prefent government ; chiefs 
warring againft chiefs for ^family quarrels and 
trifles, and Malachy revenging the revolt of 
lome territories with all the rage and cruelty of a 
licentious conqueror. Thus the King of the pro- 
vince of Leinller, and 'mgny of his nobility, aflem- 
bled in one of their palaces, or, as others fay, in 
the flreets ot Leighlin, were barbaroufly murdered 
by the King of Oflbry ; and he in return had his 
territories invaded and laid wafte by the Monarch, 
and with many of his fubjedls was himfelf put to the 
fword. The remainder of the Danes too, taking 
advantage of thefe commotions, made aa attempt 
to overthrow the fucceeding King of Leinfter ; but 
though he fell under this attempt, and many of his 
fubjeds were killed or plundered, yet the Danes 
were fo thoroughly defeated, biy his fucceflbr, that 
from this time they were never able to make head 
againft the. Infix ; and. the Danifli intereft, which 
had coft fo many thoufand lives to eftabliflb, was 
finally extinguiflied in that unhaj^y kingdom. The 
merit of this adion however did not fecure the 
King of Leinfter from the malice and animofity 
of one of his family, by whom his houfe'and he 
himfelf were burned. In the midft djf thefe dif- 
turbances of the public peace, and notwithftanding 
the afFedlions of the Kings and people were much 
eftranged from Malachy, yet he defcended to 
his grave by a natural death. It is lefe extraordina- 
ry that he (hould have the character of a PHnce of 
exemplary goodnefs and devotion during his laft 
rdgHy when he repaired churchesj and monafteries, 
and re-eftabliflied the public fchools that were 
deftroyed in thefe civil wars. With this fecond 
reign of Malachy, and the final extindion of 
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Mala. II the Danifti power, the monarchy of Ireland may 

be faid to fail : for though feveral petty Kings af- 

fumed the title of Monarchs, and had fome (hare 
of the power among their feveral factions, yet pro- 
perly fpeaking there was no abfolute Monarch 
eleiled as ufual by all the ftates, and to which all 
the provinces fubmitted in the accuftomed manner. 
An interregnum however of.feventy-two years en- 
fued, before any Monarch of the Heremonian line 
mounted the throne even iri this divided ftate-of it : 
and therefore as a new fcene of government is now 
opening, it will be proper to referve it for another 
book. The death of the laft Monarch who (wayed 
the fceptre over Ireland, and the total exterminati- 
on of the Danes and Normans in that kingdom, 
will as properly likewife make a concliifion of this 
book ; which does more honour to Ireland, through 
the illuftrious merit of the renowned Brian, than 
jtny other book in its ancient hiftofy. But as all 
this glory was overfet by a Ipirit of fa<5tion, which 
fplit the nation into parties on the different fides 
of thole who contended for the ruling power, fo 
this fhould teach us to take warning by their 
example, that we do not hazard the public happinefs 
in foolifhly abetting thofe, who, regardlefs of the 
public good, are wicked enough to drive us into 
rations for their own private ends. 
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BOOK XI. 

ON the death of Malachy^ the whole Wari. 
Irifh nation, which had been for £)tne time Lynch;' 
before much altered from the ftate jn which ^^^^^ 
Brian left it, was thrown into the mofl violent and ^fj'^" 
paflionate contefts about the fucceffion to the mo^ Keat- 
narchy. After comparing all the writers of thisaera, inc. 
and the feveral events that they have handed dowii^ Ray- 
it appears to me that Donogh made Ibme attempti^ mond. 
to fucceed his father in the throne, as {bon:as he Di^rtatJ. 
returned with his army from the battle of Clontatrfe^ h. Eno* 
and had made away with his brother ; and that MS, 
then it was that the rumour of His being conqemed 
in the murder of T£ig had incenf^ all theftates 
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Do N o .111 ^ tkc b infSJo m o gUftft >P^c woG«|rjind^ 

his eledion to tte monarchy. " "FmHing his own 
tribe of the Dalgais fo much reduced by the late 
battle; that the flep which his mad ambition 
prompted, had been the principal caufe to prevent 
his fuccefs ; and therefore, that all oppofition was 
DOW in vain, h^ left the kingdon^ ; and with a 
fewof thei)algafe v>ho ftill adher^ to hiA repdrdd 
as foldiers of fortune to Germany, w&ere they 
were kindly entertained by the Emperor, who made 
the Irifli Prince his General againft the northern 
Heathens. After great fuccefs in that command, 
and being much honoured by the Emperor for it, 
they returned ^ain to their native country, where 
I^NOCH found himfelf but ill received ; and that 
mt infidious death of his elder brother, in which he 
was known to have had a hand, was liot yet for- 
gotten by thofe who had a pious regard for the me- 
mory of their father Brian. By fome means or other 
however, efther by tokens of great repentance^ or 
becaufe of the vaft renown he had acquired in arms, 
the inhabitants in his own province were reconciled 
to him: they fubmittcd fo his government, and 
aififted hint tdtecovef" the fubmiuitSn add the tribute 
that had ufually been paid by others to the Kings of 
Muhfter. . In this^ account, th^ reader is free nom 
dmfe ambiguities and contradidioi^ which hiive not 
a little periled the Writer s and \i it . is not the 
true one, it is at leaft the m<^ prpl^bfe he coukl 
difcover. 

DoNOGH the Kii^ ofMunfter havidg thusef- 
tabliihed himfelf in his own provinc^^ ^ foon 03 
Malachy wa6 dead, aflerted his right to th^ 
throne of Ireland as die Ton of Biti.^N. The 
i^^ht of Brian himfelf, it muftbd reimembered^ 
Was. not a ri^t of fucCeffion, but a right acquired 
by popularity and fome degree of force : and there? 
face wis pretenficn of liis fon's, who was far from 
- w bemg 



Book 3^1. OF I JR. E L A N I>. gt^ 

being popular, bad nothing but force aad fafltion to Don o. Ill 
fupport It. Thefe however enabled him to oiako. a ■ " : 
fhow of fovcreignity and xo ,aflume the tkle of 
Monarch ^ and by thefe he got Hmfelf acknowledg- 
ed and fubmitted to as fuch over all Leth Mc^ha-r 
the (buthern half of the kingdoniT— and in the great-' 
eft part of the territories of the other half. , But in 
oppofition to him, a ftrong party was formed by 
Derm 00 Mac Mal-Nambo the provincial King 
ot Leiijifter, and nephew to Donogh, in favour 
of his, coufin Turlogh, a ion of Teig before- 
mentioned who had been rpurdered : and thi? 
PrinciO-a^umed alfo the title of Monarch of Irefand, 
Mfd was acknpwledged as fuch by the faftion who 
/upported him^ \ The government being thus divi- 
ded between tWo pretenders, fome hiftorians take 
notice of Cuan O Loch a in being appointed 
admmiftratpr of Ireland, without explaining how, 
or by what authority, fuch a new unheard-of office 
was ereded. O Flaherty however fays, that he 
died in the following year ; and that this adminif- 
trator, who was their moft eminent poet and hiftor 
rian, exefcifed little or no authority be)rond the 
bounds of Meath. W^\re is very deficient and 
inaccurate in his whole account of the monarchy 
from the death of Ma l achy : as no light is given 
us of this tranfaiStion by any writer, there feems np 
other way of accounting for it, if it was true, -than 
by fuppoiing that the people of that country who 
were attached to their fucceffion in the Heremonian 
line, and took part with neither of thefe pretendei:s 
to the monarchy who were of another family, put 
their affairs under the management of this able 
man, till the conftitution fliould recover itfelf, 
and place a Monarch of the right line upon the 
throne. 

But fhis, which is only my conjefture,. feems con- 
,fifmed by what follows in the hiftory ; that Donog h 

0^3 having 
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Do N o .III having raifed a great arniy of the Momonians marchr 
■*" ■ ed with them into Meath, preyed all that country, 
as well as a great part of Leiiifter and Oflbry, en- 
camped for two days near the walls of Dublin, and 
brought hoftages from them all for their fubmiflion. 
. This is the firft aft we are informed of in his reign ; 
and it feems occafioned by the tranfaftion above- 
mentioned, and by the oppofition gjveQ him by the 
King of Leinfter, who had fet upTuRLocH as his 
rival. In return however for this depredation^ they 
rajfed all their ftrcngth in Leinfter^ and beingjoin- 
cd by fbme of the Momonians, who had revolted 
againfl: Donogh, carried hoftilities into Munfter. 
Among other ravages which they committed, they 
plundered, facked, and burned the city of Water- 
ford ; from whence they brought away many 
prifoners and a great number of cattle. On the 
fame fide the King of BrefFwy made an attack 
upon Donogh by fea and land y but, notwithftand-* 
ing his fuccefs at firft, he himfelf with moft of his 
army was flaughtered by the Monarch ; who with 
one Ihip only fought his fleet likewife, and funk 
and took fourteen veflbis of BrefFwy. 

In this fort of devaftations committed by both 
parties, as each had the power of committing them^^ 
Xvere the rights and liberties, the lives and properr 
ties, of the poor people of Ireland taken away : and 
in a feries of forty years which thefe outriages con- 
tinued, it is no wonder that the nation fliould lofe 
all the polity, the improvements and good manners, 
that had been reilored by Brian ; and that they 
(houjd be returning apace to that ignorance, anar- 
chy, and licentioufnefs, which the Danifh wars had 
introduced. To recite the particular adkibns of the 
two contending parties could afford the reader no 
pleafure, nor could it be of any other ufe than to 
teach us, what may be learnt from the general ac- 
count already given, how ncceflary it is for a ftate 

polfefling 
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poflefling liberty to guard againft tumultuary and poNo.III, 
factious J^bufe of it, left it end, as it did with thefe*""^ 
unhappy people, in its deftrudion. 

The fadion of the King of Leinfter and the Mg- 
'^ narch Turlogh whom he had fet up, and with 
whom in ^ manner he partook of the fovereign 
power that the other had, grew at laft to be fupe- ^ 

rior to that of Donooh. In particular they de- i 

vafted Munfter fo much, that the inhabitants for^- 
fook their King, and gave hoftages to the other 
Monarch for their future loyalty. By this diftrefs 
the great mind of Dokogh feems to have been 
fubdued ; and yet his ambition had not fubfided 
with his years. He had known what it was to be 
obliged to leave his country and to feek his fortune 
abroad ; but he was then in the prime of life. He 
had the mortification now in his old age to bq 
obliged to flie from his dominions for his fafety ; 
his enemy having ^got the upperhand, and all his 
friends having forfook him. Some of die hiftorians 
fay, in order to fave his credit, that he undertook 
a pilgrimage to Rome that he might wipe off the 
(lain of his brother's blood, by his Holinefs's abfo- 
lution, and his own repentance. But the truth is, 
that he went to Rome with no fuch penetentiai 
views ; he had placed his hopes in the Pope's 
authority to reftore>him to the power which both 
his friends and enemies had deprived him of ; and 
for this purpofe he carried the crown of Ireland 
with him, which he laid at his Holinefe's feet ; . 
promifmg to fubjedl to him a kingdom, which for 
two thoufand years had acknowledged no other 
jurifdiftion, civil or ecctefiaftical, but that of its 
own Monarchs and its own k^ws and conftitution. 
As foUicitous as the court of Rome was to extend 
its power in thofe days, nothing however was done 
in confequence of the fubmiffion of this exiled 
Prince. The people of Ireland were too much 

Q. 4 agitated 
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l!)oNo.ni j^gitated with Acir dom^ic fkftions to hearken 
to any prctenfions of a foreign power : . but this 
mere poffeflion of the crown of Ireland by the Pope, 
hath been fet forth very pompoufly by fome writers, 
as an authority for the donation of that kingdom 
by Ad K I AN to. our Henry the fecond ; with what 
reafqn let the reader hinnifelf determine. Donoc h 
finding at lait that this reiburce had failed him, 
and. that there was no chance of re-afcending the 
throne of Ireland, made a virtue of neceffity, took 
the habit of a religious in St. Stephen's Abbey at 
Rome, and fpent the reft of his days in the exer- 
cifes of devotion, 
rj,^^^ On DoNOGH*s quitting the kingdom, Turlogh 

L o G H . ^^s left without any competitor ; and though never 

. ^-^. eledted to the monarchy, nor fubmitted to nor ac- 

A.D.io64knowledged by the ftates of the ifland in due form, 
yet with the aid and aflbciation of his coufm Der- 
MOD the King of Leinfter, he from this time aflii- 
•mcd the fovereign power ; no other Prince oppo^ 
fing his title nor refufing to pay the ufual tribute. 
Indeed Mortogh the fon of Donogh, a very va- 
liant Prince, rriade a (hew at firft of difputing with 
»him the crown of Munfter ; but they foon quellet} 
that infarreftion, received hoft^ges again from that 
province, chafed Mortogh into Connaught, and 
reduced the King of it to fuch ftreights for giving 
him flicker, that he was at laft obliged to buy his 
peace at the pleafure of the reigning Monarch and 
• his ally the King of Leinfter. The latter notwith- 
ftanding all his great fuccefs in driving away his un-» 
cle, and placing his coufin upon the throne, Was at 
laft defeated and flain in battle by Connor the 
King of Meath ; whofe territories he had wafted 
feveral times with great cruelty, making no dilr 
crimination between things facred and profane. 

' A much J:)etter charafter is given ot Turlogh 
whom he had advanced ; for though he always 

had 
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had a numerous army on foot to keep his fulgedts Tun- 
in awe, yet after the death of Dermod he never ^^^"^ 
made ufe of his power againft any of them ; and" 
they, on their fide, were contented to give him^no 
difturbance. He feems to have imitated the exam- 
ple of his grandfather Br i a n, as far as the diftrac- 
tions of the time would fuffer him, in eftablifliing 
good laws, in punilhing the tranfgreflbrs, and in 
protefting and rewarding merit. Archbifliop Ush- 
er has printed a colleftion of Letters wrote in la- 
tb, which pafled between the Kings of Ireland, 
and the Archbifliops of Canterbury and Dublin in 
this age : amoiigft which is a letter from Lan- 
FiRANK the Englilh Primate to TuR LOOK, whom 
he ftiles the magnificent King of Ireland, and that 
does him lo much honour as to deferve a copy . 
in this .work [a]. No other account is neceflary to 
be. given of this Monarch, in order to (hew that he 
was worthy of Jiis great defcent, and of the throne 
he filled. At all times to fill it with glory to them- 
felves and happinefs to their people, whire the 
power of the Monarch was fo circumicribed, and 
that of the provincial Kings and petty J^rinces fo 
great, was extremely difficult But at this time, 
when the nation was torn to pieces with faction in a 
very extraordinary manner, his own title denied 

by 

• 

[a] ** That God lias beftowed his bleiBng upon the 
kingdom of Ireland^ when he raifed ^wur excellenc/ to the 
regal dignity of that kingdom, is eyiaent to evpry coniider- 
ing perfon : for fo many are the great things which our 
brother and fellow-biflxop Patrick hath reported con* 
cerning your pious condefceniion to good men/ your ftri^ 
juftice in punifliing vice, and your manifeft equity to all 
your fubje£ls, that though I have not feen yop> I love you 
as if I had/'— Uflerii Sylloge Epiftol. Hibern. p. 71. I 
iaw a copy of this book in the college library, with many 
notes and explanations in the margin in the Primate^s own 
band writing. 
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TiTK- by the greatcft part of the people though acquiefced 
in by all, no eleftion made of him by the ftates 
' of the kingdom, and of courfe no inauguration of 
him having been performed, under thefe circum^ 
ftances to govern a people, free even to licentiouf 
nefs, with popularity or approbation, was a talk 
too arduous for any man, whofe heart was not good, 
•and whofe underftanding was not excellent. 

In the reign of this Irifti Prince, William the 
fccond, furnamed Rufus, was on the throne of 
England ; who hearing a great charaAer of the 
Irifli oak, fent a meffenger to Turlogh to defire 
that he nifght be furnilhed with a fufficient quan- 
tity for the roof of Weftminller-hall that was then 
building ; and his requeft was gratified. Though 
I have not met with any Englifh hiftorian who men- 
tions this circumftance, and have been told there is 
'no Irifli oak ufed about that edifice — the truth of 
which I know nothing of, nor whether it can be 
aicert^ned — yet the fadt may be as it is related. 
Towards the latter end of his reign, which lafted 
two arid twenty years, Turlogh was much af- 
flifted with a very painful languifliing diftemper, 
which he fuftained with a becoming patience and 
refignation for feveral years, till death releafed him 
from it at the age of feventy-feven. Heroic deeds of 
valour are moft apt to catch the attention of the rea- 
der, and to acquire his applaufe and afFeftion ; 
and thole have not been wanting in Turlogh's 
hiftory : but a leglfl^tor who confults the happinefe 
of his ftate, by devifing good laws for its lafety 
and profperity, and by attending carefully to their 
execution — 9. thin^ fcandaloufly neglefted by Eng- 
liffi magiftrates — is a ijiuch better man, and » 
more ufeful citizen, than the deftroyer of maA- 
kind at the head of an army : and .yet the 
one acquires glory, and the other at mofl a fileat 
approbation. • 

The 



Boox XL OF IRELAND. 



235 



[^ 



The death of Turlogh proved another occa-MoAt.III 
fion for fadlion to rear its head oVer the Irilh na-*"^^ ^^' 
tion : in fupporting the different claims of Mor-^^j^^JJ- 
TOGH the fon of Turlogh, and Donald O ' ' 
Loch LIN, of the old Heremonian liiie : the one 
under the fanftion of the new conflitution, which 
had introduced the provincial Kings in the perfon 
of Brian his great anceftor, fo long, and, as it 
was pretended, fb unjuftly excluded from the Mo- 
narchy ; and the other, claiming a long prefcriptivc 
ri^ht of fucceffion for many ages in the royal Hy- 
Isf lall family, of which he was the head, i In con- 
tefls of this nature, the moft powerful, army, or 
the greateft intereft in the ftate, which is much 
the fame, and not the conftitution, is generally 
the laft refort. Many inflances of this occur in 
pur own hiftory ; and even our Parliaments, which 
ought facredly to guard the conflitution — but if 
ever it is deflroyed, will be the deflroyers of it — 
have voted fome Monarchs in, and others out, on 
the fame principle. In Ireland, the conflitution 
was not proftituted fo freely ; as barbarous a na- 
tion as, we affeft to call ity long after the period 
in which our own parliaments paid no regard to 
right and juftice. Xhe order of fucceffion in the 
Heremonian line had been broken in upon but once 
in above a thQufand years : and had not that inter- 
eruption been permitted,' the fatal contefls for the 
monarchy (ince the death of Brian, which had 
well nigh devafled the country, and did really 
in their efFedls diflblve the conftitution and de- 
ftroy their liberties, might never have had a i 

being. 

Many writers take no notice of the monarchical 
power claimed and exercifed by Don a ld, and call 
MoRTocH the proper fucceflbr to Turlogh, in 
the throne of Ireland. Of this number are Ware 
and Keating j but we are told by the befl 

authorities^ 
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MoRT.in amhoritieft, that the firft of thefe Princes, who was 
and bo- likewifeKing of Tirconnell, according to the 
HALD v.. fajxious Divifion of Leth Con and Loth Mogha, 
formerly mentioned, had the fbvereign command 
• of the northern, and the laft of the. fouthern 
half of the Kingdom. Though much blood muft 
have been fhcd before this divifion could take 
place, yet a divided monarchy — if it may be cal- 
led fi> — contented neither ; and in a ftruggle for the 
whole, which lafted twenty years, the people were 
ground between them. It would only (hock our 
humanity to recite the feveral particulars of this 
bloody conteft, in which fometimes the one, and 
fometinaes jhe other party prevailed ; but always 
to the difedvanta'ge of the country and its inhabi- 
tants. Every year almoft produced a ceflation 
'pf arm$, by the intervention of the prelates and 
other patriots, who endeavoured to reconcile their 
jarring interefts ; but it was all in vain ; every year 
almoft produced the feme fpoil and plunder, the 
lame devaftation of lands and houfes, and the fame 
bloody battles. A very inftruftive leflbn this is 
to a free people, not to enter into the defigns of 
men of fadious {pirits, under the deceitful notion 
that the decifion of the conteft will fbon be made, 
and that the firft vidory on either fide, will com- 
pofe the troubled waters ; wliich are generally 
turned into a fea of blood. 

Whether it was from a real regard to the intereft 
of the Church, as the hiftorians fay, or out of policy 
tofecure the afFeftions of the clergy, it is impoflible 
for us to fay, but certain it is, that Mortoch alie- 
nated the Church of Caftiel from the Kings of 
Munfter, and appropriated it for ever to the Arch- 
bifliop'$ See. The book of reigns in the Irilh lan- 
guage, gives a large account of this Monarch, and 
reprefents him as a good ^d godly Prince, who 
inade ^ great progrefs in reftoring the Church 

and 
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and State to their former fplendoiir, in rebuilding Mo*t. Ill 
fome, and endowing other churches and monafteri^ *^^#^<>' 

with lands. Very little of this kind could be donc,^. « 

I think, . amidft the diftradtions in which the king- 
dom was involved during his ieign j he might have 
the will, but he could not have the power, to do 
much in this way to any effed. Thr(B;e national 
fynods, or one fynod continued by prorJDgation at 
different times, it is faid, were fummonfed by this 
Prince : of which fome account will' be given to- 
wards the clofe of the book. Wi lli am of Malraf- 
bury^ and from him Ware has faid, ** that our 
Henry the Firft had Mor tog h and his fucCeflbrs 
fo rriuch at his devption, that they would not write 
nor do any thing without his approbation i thougji 
it was reported that Mor tog h, for what caufe 
was not known, had for fome time carried himfelf 
more high than ufual towards the Engliih, but upoa 
the interdiding of (hipping and cornmerce, he Iboa 
grew rnilder." No. notice is taken of any fuch inter- 
.courfe as this between theMonarch^ of that age by any 
Irifli writer ; neither are there any traces of treaties 
of commerce betwen. this nation and that, in their 
whole hiftory V bitt yet, queftionable as it is, I 
.dp not determine againft the f adt. ; 

.in the fame cpUeftion of lettersji^ publilhed by 
tjsHER abovementioned, there is one from An- 
SELM, Archbifliop of Canterbury, 8z:c* [a] The 
letter which is given below, fliews at ieaft that this 
Prince governed tHe half of the kingdom that was 
allotted to him, with peace and reputation ; and 

that 

[a] Igi?e thanks to God for the many good things that are 
reported of your Highnefs ; particularly that you govern your 
» Icingdom iii fo much peace, that all good men who hear 
^fa^reofy return thtir thanks to God, and wifli a long con- 
tinuance of youi life,,&Cw" UfHirii Sylloge epiftol. Hibern. 

ft 93' . . 
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Moi^T.III that his feme was not confined to his own country. 

and Do- 

MALD V. 



and Do- ^^ another proof of this, we are told in the chronicles 



of the Ifle of Man, as they are ^iven us by Cam- 
den, that upon a vacancy of their government, or 
rather during the minority of the next heir, ** the 
Nobility of that ifle difpatched ambafladors to Mor- 
TpcH O Brian, King of Ireland, defiringthat he 
would fend them fome diligent man or other, of a 
royal extraction to rule over them, during the 
minority of Ola ve the ion of their late fovereign. 
The Kinff readily confented, and fent Donald, 
the Ion of Te I c, with orders and inftruftions to 
govern the kingdom, though it belonged not to 
him, with modefty and tender riefe. But as fbon as 
he was advanced to the throne, he behaved with fo 
much cruelty, that at the end pf three y^rsf he 
was baniflied." 

A ridiculous ftory is told in the fame annals, and 
copied by WAkE and Keating, of Magnus, 
King of Norway, (ending a meflenger to Mor*- 
TOGH, with his (hoes, which he commanded him 
to carry on his (houlders through his hou(c oa 
Chri(bnias-day, as a teftimony of his fut^edkion, 
and of the King of Ireland's complying with this 
indignity. I have called the ftory -ridiculous, b^ 
caufe it appears fo at iir(t fight : it is moreover 
incredible, that a Prince of MobItogh's de(cent, 
intrepidity, and power in thefouthern half of Ite- 
land, who was continually in arms againft the Mo- 
narch of the other half, (hould (b tamely yield to 
(uch an ignominious fubjedlion to a King of Nor^ 
way, with whom he Had never had any connexion 
or difpute : iieither is it all likely that a King of 
Norway Ihould fend an ambafTage to Mortogh on 
fuch an in(blent errand. The other ftory which Jfbl- 
lows, ftill further confirms the incredibility of the 
laft : it is faid, that Magnus was not content 
with this abjedt fubmilTion of the King of Irelahd, 

but 
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but fitted out a numerous fleet manned with Danes Mort.1II. 
and Normails, in order to plunder and deftroy his^*^*^ ^^v 
cx>untry . As foon as the Northern King and his ^\^^^ _^\ 
nobihty, and fome of the foldiers, from the firft (hips 
were landed, the Irifli army who were in ambulh. 
Were fo well prepared to receive them^ that the in- 
vaders were every one cut to pieces ; which the 
reft of the fleet obferying, they immediately tacked 
about and returned home. 

- Towards the latter end of this divided Monarchy 
between M6r TOG H and Donald, the young King 
of Connaught called Turlogh the Great, grew 
extremely troublefome to them both. He was a 
Prince bf the Heremonian line, of a warlike intre- 
pid fpirit, and of many private virtues. With this 
dilpofition, and this charader, it was nd difficult 
thing for him to take advantage of the diflenfions 
which then prevailed. Whether he wrefted all 
power out of the hands of Mortoch, as fome 
writers fay, or whether a languifliing difeafe, un- 
der which he laboured for fome years, inclined 
that King to relinquifli the cares of a government 
which liad been always extremely troublefome, as . 
others fay, it is impoffible for us to determine. It 
is not improbable, that both may be in the right. 
Be this however as it might, he retired about two 
years before his death to the monaftery of Lifmorc, 
and after a ihort fliay in . that place, took the habit 
of a monk'at Ardniagh, where he ended his days in 
quiet ; but the place of his interment is much dif- 
puted. In the Britifli Chronicles which fpeak of his . 
death, he is ftiled, " the mofl: great and worthy , 
King of all Ireland ;" and in the annals of Leighlin, 
it is faid of him, **Mortogh, the moft ferencJ 
Prince, faithful to his allies, formidable to his ene- 
mies, bountiful to ftrangers, who for his piety 
and juftice above ail other Pripces^, deferved the- 
bve of his fubjeds, died and was buried at Ferns.'' 

. On 
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Do- On the death of Mortogh, his rival did not 

WALD V. acquire, as he perhaps expected, any addition to his 
^ jj^ J jw former authority : even that was much difputed 
by TuRLocH, at it had been before. But Do- 
nald made a ftiift to preferve it till his deaths 
which was two years aftej that of Mortogh. It 
muft be obferved, however, that this is a period 
in the hiftory, attended with great confufion, from 
the different accounts of the different writers j 
whicn I have not been able to reconcile. Indeed it 
happens to be a point of no great confeqijence, 
whether the former furvived the latter two years or 
fix; whether Turlogh had any (hare of the 
government of the fouthern divifion, or, nptwith- 
uanding all the infurredlions which he occafioned, 
was only King of Connaught as before j and whe- 
ther on the death of Donald an interregnum of 
fifteen years fucceeded. Turlogh affumed the 
title, and was in fadl acknowledged King of 
Ireland by the majority of the people, immediately 
on his demife. Such, and fo. various are the 
accounts that we meet with of this time ! But with 
regard to the circumftance of the interregnum, 
which is the moft material, and mentioned only by 
Ware, and by him very doubtfully, it may be de- 
mined, I thmk from Lynch, and Mr. O Con- 
nor, rfiat no Prince, on the death of Donald, was 
' found able tp contend with Turlogh,. who vvas 
owned King of Ireland by the greateft part . of, 
the nation* . . 

TuRLolI It muft be owned, it feems incredible in .itfelf 
. Ij if we had not their authority todireft us, that a, 
* ' Prince fo warlike in his temper, fo powerful in 
♦ the field, and fo formidable to the two departed 
Kings, as Turlogh was, fliould not feize the va- 
cant throne of the whole kingdom immediately, 
but wait fifteen years, when there was no compe- 
titor, before he affumed the title of Monarch of 

Ireland. 
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Ireland. It ispoffible it might be fifteen years beforeTuRLo II 

he had fo far fubdued the feveral chiefs who oppofed "" 

him, as to get himfelf acknowledged by the great- 
eft part of the people j and to that period fome 
writers may have given the name of an inter- reg- 
num. But there can be no doubt, I think, of his 
afluming the title of King, as (bon as Don a ld was 
dead, and grafping at the fqvereign power of tho 
whole ifland, for which he had contended, and in a 
great meafure fucceeded, during his life. 

In the life of Donald, and even of Mortooh, 
I believe it was — for the time is not afcertained by 
any writer — the province of Munfter was invaded 
by him, and plundered with great hoftility ; and 
though a Prince of the houfe of Brian attacked 
him in his retreat, 'and defeated and broke his 
army with a terrible flaughter, yet foon recovering 
this lo(s, he invaded it a fecond time by fea and 
land ; marching himfelf at the head of his army, n 

and committing inexpreffible barbarities upon 
the people, till he came to Cork ; where his fleet, 
which had obeyed his orders in fpoiling and -rava- 
ging all the coafls, met him according to his 
appointment : and together they reduced the pro- 
' vince fo much under his obedience, that, taking 
hoftages for their fubmiflion and future homage, he 
committed the government of the North divifion 
to Connor O Brian, and that of the Southern 
-to DoNOGH Mac 'Car THY, of the fame royal 
houfe. In ftiort, all the provinces of the ifland were 
each in their turh invaded and harrafled by this 
King of Connaught, while the throne was filled by 
the two Princes abovementioned : and he would 
fcarcely therefore fit ftill when it was vacated by 
their death, without making an eflfedtual ftruggle 
to place himfelf upon it. 

No Monarch was inaugurated, nor eledled by 
the ftates of the kingdom — as it hath been obferved 
— ^fince the reign of Malachy ; but he, as wdOi 

Vol. IL K as 
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TuRLo II as fome others, had powerful f aft ions, which got 
' their authority fubmitted to over the greateft part 

of the ifland. But the fame Chiefs which joined 
their force and intereft to fet them up, very often 
joined to oppofe them, as their paffions and private 
advantages direfted. This condudl however was 
not peculiar to thofe people ; ouf own hiftory 
abounds with inftances of this fort ; and the fource 
of it is to be fought for, not in particular climates 
*and conftitutions of government, but in human 
nature. No Prince experienced more thefe contra- 
diftory meafures of oppofition than Turlogh did, 
and no Prince ever defeated them with more fuccefs. 
The Kings of Munfter, of the houfe of Brian, 
between whom he had divided the government of 
that province, having quarrelled amongft themfelves, 
and ftirred up their faftions againft each other, 
TuRLOGH raifed a powerful army, and a third 
time invaded it. But when he was advanced as 
far as the plaint of Moin-more, he was met by* 
TuRLOGH O Brian, at the head of three batta- 
lions of the Monionians — which Walsh. interprets 
nine thoufand — where the illuflrious tribe of the 
Dalgais received fuch a defeat, as they had never 
known before. Other writers call them but three 
thoufand, and perhaps with more probability : for 
fince the death of Mortogh, the Eugenians had 
not= only feparated frcMU them, but the Dalgais 
tbemfelves were much divided through the dif- 
ferent pretenfions of their rival Princes- The 
defeat in this battle ended with the banifliment 
of Tu R LOG H O Br I AN, and another, divifion of the 
province of Munfter by the Monarch. The dif- 
fenfions of this royj^l family, brother fetting up 
againft brother, and i^ach having a feparate faftbn 
at their command, bioke the force of the Dalgais 
in pieces, which v/hen united, nothing could over- 
throw ; and fo. prepared the way for the riivolution 
that was to. follow. 

Amidft 
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Araidfl: all the oppoiition made to Turlogh byTuRLoII 

the fevcaral Pria.ces and Chief? at different times, 

he not only jQtood his ground, but he generally fub- 
dued them. Dermod the King of Leinfter, 
who was fo greatly inftrumental in the cataftrophe 
of his couotry, was jone of. thofe whom the Mo- 
narch fri9q;tiently chaftized : indeed all the provin- 
ces fjdtdae: weight of his power and "refentraent in 
their turn. He made his own fon King of Meath, 
of 'Ddbiijn^; and fome other parts of Leinfter : with 
his army he deftroyed the. country of TirconneH, 
^nd wich his navy he laid wafte the territories 
of Tynohe ;' both under the government of Mor- 
T(iMSj» Lachlin, Princie of the North Hy-niall. ' 
Here howeyer . his relmtment was carried further 
thaxi he .coJL>y iiipport ; vand this Prince, who was 
of the family of the laft Monarch Don alp, be- 
came krirai: too powerful for him to vanquiih. It 
is feid fay fome writers, that the glory of TuRU)i0H 
Wiis ib much pbfcured. and .his power humbled by 
thiisM^aro^H w1k> \iras of dlie old Herempnian 
line, that he qbligcd itfae Mooarch to give. him hos- 
tages ^ a fecurity for t^s peaceableneis even fix 
years before he died, Em however this mi^t 
be, it is certain that they attacked one another 
iwefar times with various fuccefs by fea and land ; 
and diat.MoRrroGH had procured, hefides the 
reimia^fof the Normans^ the naval power of Scot- 
land to, aid him againft the Monarch. 

But tfaiis.contefl was concluded by the death 
of Tu R'ljoc^ ; who having left almoft all his per- 
fonal cfliate; to dbe clergy, to be divided in juft pro- 
portions according to their feveral orders, hath had 
the chacadter of dying a penitent and making a 
religious exit. Indeed if all that is faid of him 
by Lykch is true — which gave him the title of 
" Tv^LOGu the great" — he appears to have been 
a better man than from any thing that h^ yet been 
related .of him. The diftracStion of the times, and 

R 2 the 
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TuKLoII the continual oppofition made to him by one Prince 

or other would not permit many great things to be 

Idone by him : but he built the three chief bridges 
in the province of Connaught ; he compleated the 
cathedral of Tuam ; he built a hofpital there and 
endowed it with a fair eftate ; he fettled a ftipend 
on the profefTor of divinity at Ardms^ ; and 
he was To fevAe and inflexible in his puniflunent of 
delinquents, that having impriibned his own ion 
for fome great offence, he rejedted the application 
of many princes and prehtes in his favour ; and 
even at the end of a year was with great difliculty^ 
and not without the interceffion of five hundred 
Priefls, eleven Biftiops, and the two Archbifhopsof 
Ardmaghand Cafhel, prevailed upon to fet him at li- 
/berty. Befidcs many donations to the clergy of Tuam, 
and a great number of filver crofTes, chalices, and 
goblets, he gave to feveral churches and religious 
houies by his will— as- it hath been mentioned—^ 
the cofUy furniture of hi&Jbouies, his gold and filver 
vafes, his gems and jewek, his plate, his horfes, 
arms, and all his military, equipage, his herds of 
cattle, together with fixty marks of filver, and 
fixty-'five ounces of gold. . 
I^^j^. How the contefl: between him and the Prince 

TO. IV. of the North Hy-niall might have ended, ifTuR- 
A. D. LOCH had lived a little longer, it is impoiHble 
':' S6. for us to know : but his death delivered up to his 
*■" rival MoR TOG H OLachlinthe greatdl part of the 

ibvereignty of the ifland. The foundation of this 
grandeur was laid without doubt defignedly in the 
oppofition which he gave to Turlogh ; and Ro- 
DERic the young King of Connaught, fon of the 
latter, was the only Prince of any note . who was 
able to difpute his authority, or to give him any 
diflurbance. He did both for fome time to a. great 
degree : he invaded the Monarch's own territory 
of Tyrone, burnt a fruitful peiiinfuk ttercx:alled 

. Inis-owen,, 
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Inis-owen, deftroyed all its fine gardens, orch^MoR- 
ards and plantations, and ravj^ed the whole coun- '^Q- ^V- 
try in a very hoftile manner. In the fame manner 
he made incurfions into the province of Munfter, 
taking hoflages for their fubmiflion, as his father 
had done before : the next year he over-ran the 
province of Leinfter, receiving hoftages from fome 
of the petty Princes, and putting one of them 
in irons ; at the fame time that hisjieet ravaged the 7 / 
coaft of Tyrone. In a (hort time alter he fell vio- « ♦ 
lently on the territory of Meath ; and compelling 
the inhabitants to give him pledges, placed two go- 
vernors over them. The reader is not to imagine 
that MoRTOGH fat quiet all this time, without ex- 
ercifing the power which he had acquired with his 
authority. I mean only to give him a view of 
RopERic's tranfadtions, 'till he was reduced by 
force and flratagem, without the interpofition of 
any other event. 

» Indeed Mor toc h was fo far from being an in- 
dolent inaftive Prince after he affumed the title of 
Monarch, that he retained his warlike diipofition ' 
to the end of his days. Not a province in Ireland, 
icarce any confiderable territory, efcaped his vifita'- 
tion with the royal army : and in a continued courfe 
of victories, obtained partly by battles and partly 
by the terror of his name, he fubdued them alL 
Even Rod ERIC was obliged to make his peace 
by delivering up four hoftages, and accepting 
his own entire province of Connaiight and the one 
half of Meath ; which he fold to the King of that 
territory for an hundr^ ounces of gold. In this 
manner did Mor tog h become King and Monarch 
of Ireland, in as ample a n^anner except the cere^ 
mony of eleftion and inaugdration, as any of his pre- 
deceflbrs fince the reign of Ni all the great. But 
- yet he wanted the fldll or power, or perhaps only 
a right conje^uire of the times — which in political 

R ^ affair^ 
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MoR- affairs is fometimes every thing — to get a bw made 
Ta. IV. ^Q favour of his family, and to eftatS&fti: a tew race 
of Hy-niall monarchs by hereditary right. Could he 
have fucceeded in iuch a plan he certainly would 
have attempted it ; and for want of it the con- 
ftitution was drawing apace to its diflblUtion. But 
the ecclefiaftical ftate of Ireland received a con- 
fiderable alteration in this Monarch's reign, in a 
fynod which he called at Kells in the county of 
Meath ; of which an account (hall be given in its 
proper place. 

- The entire fovereign power had not long been 
veftcd in Mortogh, before his own impetuous 
temper, or the ill advice of his friends, or perhaps 
both, perfuaded him to abufe it. On a fS^K 
affront given him by a Prince of the terri^ry of 
Ulad in the province of Ulfter, the Monarch eii- 
tercd his country in a . tery hoftile ixiaftner, took 
many of his vaflals prifoners and put them into 
fetters as flaves : arid hotwithftanding^ d j[)eace was 
made betwieen him and the Prince, oh the mediati- 
on of the Primate arid the King of Oteial^ 6f 
which they were both the guarantees^ and which 
the Monarch himfelf took a foicmn oath to cibferve, 
yet he foon caufed the Prince's eyes to be put 
out, and three of his chiefe to be aflaflinated. En- 
raged at a perfidy fo notorious ^amd diabolical, 
the King of Orgial who had been his forety, levied 
all the troops he could, marched direftly to his 
palace in the county of Tyrone, fought the few 
tumultuary forces which Mortogh could col- 
left on fuch a furprize^ defeated, and killed 
him, 
RoDERic The death of this Mcmarch gave aa oppdrtiiriity 
1 166 ^^ RoDERi c. King of Connaughtarid fon of Tur- 

, LOG H the greatjwho was the only rivalof Mor TodH 

in the firft ycai-s of his reign, to affurae the: fbve- 
reignty of the whole ifland* The poiwcr which Ke 

had 
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had in his own province, the intereft of his family. Rod eric 
the reputation whi::h he had acquired in arliis, and """^ 
above all the conjundture of the times which produc*d 
no other rival, made his acceffion eafy and uncon- 
tefted. The ftates of the kingdom were aflembled * 
by him at Dublin the capital of the Normans, 
almoft the only feat of the little power they had 
left in Ireland, where he was unanimoufly eledled. 
But many of thofe ftates brought their voices for 
him thither without bringing their hearts : they gave 
way to a power which they could not refift : they 
even contended by a faftious fpecies of loyalty, 
who ftiould be moft forward in the fupport of the 
new Monarch. Rodekic therefore was inaugura- 
ted, and his ri^ht of fovereignty recognifed, with 
. all the folemnities that had been obferved towards 
any o£ his predeceflbrs ; and which from the time 
of Brian had been difufed. 

Notwithftanding this promiiing appearance of 
unanimity^ which the Monarch from his own ex- 
perience might have reafon to fufpe<a, he made a 
fort of prdgrels, or rather a march, almoft round 
the ifland at the head of his troops, in the firft 
year of his re^n •, taking hoftages from the feverai 
Princes, and making them prefents in return. It 
was not long hdwever before feverai of them re- 
volted, and laid him under the negeflity of chafti- 
zing them into fubmiffion. The territories of 
Tyrone under the Hy-njall Princes, were vjfited 
by hira at the head of a vaft army and in conjunc- / 
tion with a numerous fleet i and at the end of ' 
four days were glad to buy their peace with a fub- 
miffion and delivering up hoftages to fecure it. In 
the fame year he held a Parliament or general 
adembly of the ftates of the kingdom at Adjboy in 
the county of Meath, fuch as was ufually held at 
Tara — and it was the laft that was ever held under 
Ae Milefiwi monarchs-— where befides the peculiar 

R ^ trains 
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Rod ERIC trains of the provincial Kings, the petty Princes 

and chiefs, and of three Archbilhops, thirteen 

thoufand horfe, it is faid, were counted at it. 

About the fame time Dermod the King of 
Leinfter, who had long had an intrigue with the 
wife of TiGHERNAN O RouRK the King of BrefF- 
ny, having had notice from the lady that her huf- 
band was going on a pilgrimage to St. Patrick's 
purgatory, when it would be eafy for him to 
carry her off by force or ftratagem, obeyed her 
fummons with great joy. Many accidents had , 
prevented the accompliftiment of their defires hither- 
to ; and in order to prevent any more, in this 
favourable opportunity of Tighernan's abfence, 
the Queen of Breffny had appointed the time and 
place of delivering herfelf up into the arms of her 
lover. Such a lady, we may be fure, was true 
to her affignation ; and to fave appearances of 
decency to the world, when Dermod caught her 
in his arms and mounted her behind an officer of a 
. party, of horfe which he had brought with him, 
fhe cried out for help as if the King of Leinfter was 
carrying her away againft her will. When Tig- 
hern an returned from his pilgrimage, and learnt 
the ftory of the violence done to his wife, as it 
then appeared, he applied to the Monarch for his 
affiftance. Rod eric thought the caufe of refent- 
ment was fo juft, that he aided the King of Breffny 
with his authority and with fome of his troops. 
Thefe, together with his own forces, thofe of Meath 
^ ;and Oflbry, and even fome in Leinfter who revolt- 

ed, enabled him to march to the place of Der- 
mod's relidence ; who being unprepared for fuch 
an attack, was obliged to flie his country and even 
the kingdom ; and to this amour, and the revenge 
taken of it, was entirely owing the diffolutionof 
jheir monarchy. 
The King of Leinfter has by many inftances 

of 
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of impolitic ^nd tyrannical government loft thcRoDEMc 
affections of the people ; and therefore when he ' 

applied to them, on notice of , the preparations ma- 
king againft him, to aflift him in a diftrefs which 
his own injuftice had brought upon him, their 
refentment againft him was fo violent that all his 
princes and chiefs renounced his authority, and 
put themfelves under the protection of the Mo- 
narch. Dermod being tljus obliged to become an 
exile, or to be delivered ub to his enemies, chofe 
the former ; and giving a full loofe to his paffions 
determined to punifti his rebellious nobility at all 
hazards, though the happinels of his country was 
to be facraficed in the attempt. Faffing over there- 
fore to Briftol, with about fixty of his friends, and 
hearing there that the King of England was then in 
France purfuing his conquefts in that country, 
the King of Leinfter repaired thither to implore his 
aid'. Henry the fecond, an afpiring and am- 
bitious Monarch, who thought *' the whole world 
was little enough for the dominion of one fovereign," 
had for fome time caft an eye towards Ireland 
as a defirable acquifition, when he fliould be at 
leifure to turn his arms againft it. He was not 
however at prefent in that conjuncture : and there- 
fore that he mi^t not entirely mife the occafion 
which this application of Dermod gave him, he 
lent a favourable ear to it, encouraged him in his 
defign of attempting to regain his government, 
and with many pronyifes of affiftance when it fliould 
be in his power, fent him back to England with 
letters of recommendation to fome of his minifters 
and great men ; in which he gave an authority 
to the King of Leinft^er to enlift all fuch as were 
willing to enter into his fervice and to carry them 
over to Ireland. 

With' thefe gracious aflurances, and thefe letters, 
retifrned Dermod to Briftol 5 where caufing them to 

be 
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RoDBRic be communicated to the chief men of the city,he of- 

*^"^ fered good entertainment and great pay to all fuch as 

would go with him; and if they reftored him to his 
crown and province, to fettle lands on them for ef er. 
Ri c H A R D fon of Gi LB E R T carl of Pembroke furna- 
med StrongboWi a young nobleman of equal valour 
and ambition, hearing of thefe offers of the King of 
Leinfler, conferred with him on the fubjeft ; and 
on Der mod's afTurance of giving him his daughter 
Eva in marriage tc^ether with his whole inhe- 
ritance and the fucceffion to his province if he reco- 
vered it, he entered into an alliance with the Irifh 
Prince, and en|gaged to repair to him in the fpring 
with a band of chofen men who (hould reftore him 
to his dominions. No fooner had Dermod con- 
tracted this alliance ib flattering to his hopes, than 
he put himfelf on his return home through Wales. 
But whilft he was waiting at St. David's head for a 
fair wind, he heard of a military man of great 
fame and valour, Rob. Fitz-Stephens, imprifbn- 
cd by the Prince of Wales, whom he was defirous 
to get enlarged and to retain in his fervice againft 
his rebellious fubjedts. To this end he made an 
application, by the Biftiop of St. David's and 
Maurice Fitz-Gerald brother-in-law to the 
prifoner, to the Prince of XVales ; who as well 
to favour the caufe of an exiled King deprived of 
his dominions, as to rid the country of a trouble- 
fbme fadlious man^ coiifented to releafe Him ; on 
condition that he fliould allift the King of Leinfter 
in the fpring attended by his followers, and that 
Dermod fliouId. provide for him in his province, 
if he proved fuccefsful, to the heighth of his am- 
bition. 

This n^otiation having fucceeded a6 well as the 
former, there was nothing left for Dermod to dc^ 
but to 'make ufe of the time during the winter, 
in fudi manner as to avail himfelf of the aid of the 

Ehglifh, 
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Englifh, when they (hould land upon his coafts. Rod eric 
To this purpofe he went over into Ireland in dif- ' ' - 
guife, and confiding in the .loyalty of his Monks 
at Femes, he repaired thither ; where difcovering 
himielf to them, they promifed to conceal him till 
his defies could be put in execution. By the 
aid and intrigues of thefe religious, his friends and 
adherents were fpirited up and encreafed ; ibme 
forces were privately engaged againft the fpring j 
and the winter pafled away in forming plans for his 
pelioration. He difpatched Maurice Regan his 
fecretary into Wales — from whofe original frag- 
ment the following account is chiefly taken — 
with an authority to promife in his name, to all 
ruch as would ferve him, and remain in Ireland, a 
great recompence of lands of inheritance; and to 
thofe that would return, he would give them good 
entertainment in money or cattle. Whilft thefe 
meafures were purfuing on the fide of Dermod in 
Ireland, Fitz-Stephen in Wales and England 
was not idle. His affairs having been dcfperate for 
fometime, his followers were much diminifhed : to 
all ^ thefe however he made piromifes they fhould 
Ihare his fortune, which he expedled would be 
iConfiderj^Me ^ and having finifhed his preparations, 
and raifed all, the forces he was able, in the fpring 
he arrived with them on the borders of tlhe county 
of Wexford. The ntsrhber he took with hiiti 
feemed very unequal to the undertaking ; for it - 
confifted of'^no more than thirty Knights, fifty Gen- 
tlemen, and three hundred foldiers : and it is one 
of thofe inftances which fhew the over-ruling hand 
of Providence in the affairs of Hates and kingdoriis. 
.. Inunediately upqii . their landing, a melTenger, ^' ^* 
was fent with the news tp the King of Leinfler by '^^* 
Fjtz-Stephen, with whom he had held a cdrre- 
"^KXidcnce ; upon wfiicb notice was given to all tfce 
frieiyis and adherents of Dermod to join him widi 
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'^ the forces they had in readinefs in all the hafte and 
privacy that was poffible. . For with fuch an hand- 
ful of auxiliaries, and with the fmall band that his 
friends could raife, it was in vain to think of ma- 
king any other impreflion than what could be done 
by furprize. With about five hundred men that 
followed the fortunes of Dermod, he piarched 
to join the Englifli, without giving his enemies 
time to oppofe him : and it was refolved in a council 
of war immediately to make an attempt on the city 
of Wexford. But no fooner were the troops drawn 
up before the place, than the inhabitants, being 
unprepared to make any defence, opened their 
gates ; and being delirous to preferve the place, 
and to prevent their houfes from being plundered, 
they fent hoflages to their King, as a fecurity 
for their fubmiflion, and for the payment of an 
annual tribute, which they voluntary engaged in. 
Thefe conditions were no fooner offered than they 
were accepted by Dermod ; who in order to ful- 
fil his promife to Fitz-Stephen, and to obtain 
further afliftance from him, gave him the tribute, 
and the duties arifmg from the town of Wexford, 
with two cantreds of land adjoining. 

This affair having been adjuited, and more for- 
ces arriving to the aid of the King of Leinfter, on 
the news of this fuccefe, he thought himfelf in a 
condition to attack the King of Oflbry, who had 
been of the number of his enemies, and whom he 
was therefore delirous to chaftile. But when they 
were entered into the country, he found that this 
King had prepared for his defence ; by throwing up 
deep and large entrenchments, with hedges at the 
top, manned with five thoufand men. Never- 
thelefe, the troops of Dermod aflailed them, and a 
bloody conteft enfued, which laftcd from morning 
till night : at laft, by the valour of the Englifli, 
the trenches were forced, and the army of OfTory 

routed. 
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routed, though hot without a confiderable flaughter Roderic 

of the enemy. The King of Leinfter, who knew ^ 

the country, being ajpprehenfive of a defile through 
which his forces were to pafs upon their retreat, 
informed the Englidi Generals of the danger, and 
put himfelf, for the fecurity of his perfon, among 
their troops ; who did not mipgle with the Irifli. 
When they came to the defile, the vanguard was 
attacked with great fury, and were obliged to fall 
a little back $ but after an obftinate fight of three 
hours, and a manoeuvre fuggefted by Maurice 
Prendergast, one of theEnglifh Generals, the 
OfTorians were beaten with a great lofs in killed 
and wounded. Having refted and refreftied his 
army, and made incurfions into fome neighbouring 
territories for the fake of plunder, Dermod mado 
a propofal to ]!nvade Oilbry again, and utterly to 
deftroy the King of that Country, againft whom 
he bore a mortal hatred. The propofal was no 
fboner made than executed ; and though the King 
of Oflbry had thrown up entrenchments as 
before, which held the enemy at bay for three 
days, they were at laft forced by the Eaglifti, and 
the troops of the country were put to flight. This ' 

f udden and unexpected fuccefs of the King of Lein- 
fter, and the military renown of his Englifti fubfidies 
— all which we may be fure was greatly magnifi- 
ed, as it is ufual in fuch cafes — h?id by this time 
fpread over the ifland, and alarmed the inhabitants. 
The Monarch convened an aflembly of the States ; 
in Y^hich it was riefolved, diat every province fhould 
furnifli a proportionable number of troops to be ad- 
ded to the rpyal army ; in order to enable the King 
of Ireland to quell this infurredtion in its infancy, 
to confine Dermod within his territories, and to 
drive the Englifh out of the kingdom. 

This refolution having been executed with aU 
imaginable diipatch,RoD£R|^c the Monarch march^ 

ed 
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^oDERip ed at the head of a great anny, direfltly to the 
quarters of the King of Leinfter, intending imme- 
diately to give him battle. In fome manuicript 
annals — called the Annuls of Dudly L^ftxjjs — 
which I copied at St Sepulchre^s Library, it is faid, 
that Rode Ric, by a pqWic proclamation, declared 
Pi: R MOD deprived of all his polfefBoos, titles, 
honours, prerogatives, jand jcegalities, pronouncing 
the lame confifcafted, and ^1 his goods and confe- 
derates profcribpd : but that Dermqd foon after 
left Dublin, and met the Kmg of Ireland in tbe 
co:unty of Corke, whc/fe he gave liim his own de-r 
fire in pledges, and gave. ioORourk in Jieu of 
bis iyjfe, twenty-five nobles in gold.'' The other, 
hiftorians tdi us, that the KJiog. of Leinfter not 

\ being abk to fkce the royd^ army, witbdrjew witfc 

his forces iijto the woods .and ;faftaeffes, near Eerqs^ 
which they W:er.e well acquainted, with ; that . tfac 
Monardi fummoned-FiT2-Sx!fiPH£N toieavethc 
kingdom, and take all. bifi:&ceigners with bim ; 
that on .bis xemi&l, Rodejiic divided bis arniy 
into fmall bodies, in order jta enter rite woods and- 
drive them out, or to put aU Jthey met Av^thi' to the 
fword ; that the Clergy interpofed,' and by their 
mediatiori, a treaty of .peace. jw« made withiie 
King of JUeinfter ; in which it w^ Jftipulated: tint he 
(hould be reftored to the. government of his pro- 
vince in as full extent as any ai bifi predeceflbrs .hgd 
enjoyed, and that he fliouy give hoftages of 
the fir ft quality to the Mjonarch, to fccur^ the 
kingdom from further troubles, and from his pro- 
tedbion end afliftance ta any fcureignerc;. Thefb 
conditions being accepted, we ane toldy that Db&- 
MOD delivered up to the Menardb, his natural ion 
and fix other hoftages ; and for tjbe.in).uiy dons to 
O RouRK, by taking away his wife, thithe paid 
an hundred ounces of gol^. 

Whether any 'meafuiea were taken with his 

auxiliary 
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auxiliary Englifh troops, in order to compell them Roi>e ri^ 

to quit the ifland, or whether the Monarch was -** • 

fatisfied with the King of Leinfter's engagement to 
withdraw his proteftion from them, no hiftorian 
hath informed us. It is certain, however, I believe, 
that they did not leave the kingdcHU : and in what- 
ever way this treaty of peace was made, the hopes 
of tranquillity from it we/e foon blafted. For in a 
fliorttimeafter,MAURicBy Fitz-GeraLd above- 
mentioned, accompanied with ten Knights, thirty 
Gentlemen, and an hundred "fbtd^iers, arrived at 
Wexford ; and notifying his arrival to his brother- 
in-law, who was then erecting a port within two 
miles of that place, they concerted the defignof 
eftahlilhing themfelves in Iipeland, and of prevailing 
on the King of Leinfter to bteak the treaty of peace^ 
Very little pains were neceflary to induce Dermod 
to a<ft a part fo dilhonourablie and perfidious ; and 
yet he was r^ored by it to the fame condition in 
which he was before the war ; and the, fame that 
any Kinjg of Leinfter had ever enjoyed. But a 
ipirit of ambition is not to be reftrained by reafona- 
ble confiderations, if th^e is no higher principle to 
controul it. He hacj fmarted under the feverity 
of being driven from his dominions and his native 
country^ as an exile, of being obliged to implore 
the affiftance of a foreign Prince, and even of fol- 
diers of fortune to reihftate him. This had been 
effeded when his enemies were greatly fuperior to 
him in the field ; and the condefcenficHi which was 
ihewn him in cpmpffion to hil^ fubjeds and his 
country, might he interpreted perhaps into fear of 
his Englifh fubfidies. 

As ibon, however, as Dermod could get his 
army again together, cegardtefa of the tK)ftage$ he 
ha4 gi wi, regardlefs. of hiia country, and of eyery 
focial, every iaci^ tie, without aiiy pretence for 

making war^ and without any dedaration of it, he 

marched 
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RoDBRic marched with hi^ new General, and alKhis troops 

into Fingall, wjiich he deftroyed with fire and 

fword. Thefe hoftilities alarming the inhabitants 
of the city of Dublin, they refolved to make their 
peace witlv the King of Leinfter at any rate, that 
they might fave themfelves from being plundered. 
. To this purpofe they fent many rich prefents into 
his camp, and a promife by their hoftages to fubmit 
to any tribute he fhould think fit to impofe. With 
thiscourfe of fuccefs, and his arms increafing by 
the reputation of it, the ambition of Dcrmod be- 
came more violent and licentious. He would at 
firft have compounded gladly for the reftoration 
of his government, and all his former honours and 
)rivileges, of which the Monarch had deprived 
lim : and to be fure, when he folicited the aid 
of the King of England and his generals, he meant 
nothing more^ But this point having been gained, 
and there beink nothing left for him to fear, but 
much to hope fl?r, he was determined to pufti his 
conquefts, as far as they could be carried, if it were 
to the throne Stfelf This ambition was greatly 
flattered by the reflexion, that many of his own 
anceftors had worn the crown of Ireland : and 
therefore he thought he had nothing more to do 
than to procure further afliftance ftom England, 
and the approbation of his two generals, in order 
to poflefs himfelf of the monarchy. 

Full of this defign, he confulted the Englifli 
Generals ; and that he might fecure their zeal 
in ferving it, he offered his daughter in marriage 
to either of them that would accept her : but as 
they knew of his contract with the Earl of.. Pemt 
BROKE, they both refufed his offer, and contented 
themfelves with the profpedt. of fuch ellabliftiments 
in the kingdom, as it fliould be in his power, if 
they helped to lift him into the throni^ to confer 
upon them. It does not appear that either of thefe 
^ Engliflimen 
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Engli£hmen refufed the Princefson a point of ho-RoDjERrc 
nour, but through motives of policy and difcretion. " 
They were fenfible that the King of Leinfter could ^ 
never ^cc;omplilh the defign whi^ he had in hand, 
with his own troops and theirs y and therefore, with- 
out further afliftance, inftead of raifing him to the 
throne, and procuring a noble fettlement for them- 
felves, the attempt would probably end in the 
deftrudtion 9f them all. The King of England, 
as glad as he might be to fifh in thefe troubled 
waters, was too much embroiled with his affairs in 
France at that time to think of any other ; and 
there yras ^no refpurce left but in the Earl of Pem- 
broke ; with whom Dermod had already contraft- 
.ed ^o give his daughter in marriage, and to make 
him heir of his dominions, in confideration of the 
EarrsgfliftancetOTel^ofehim to his province. It was 
therefore the twp Qenerals advice not to. let his de- 
jfign trfW)|pire tjll he was in a capacity to put it into 
execjition ; and ip ord?r to this end, that he Ihould 
write a letter to the Earl, informing him of the 

?[reat fuccefs he had ialready met with,^ and of his 
iirther hopes. ;In ftiort they advifed the King of 
I^ipfterto be very open and explicit with Strong- 
bow, who had very powerful intereft in his country, 
and W;as himfelf a leader of confummate conduA 
and experience ; upon -whom all his expeftations 
of the nioijarchy muft depend, and to whom his 
offers pf reward could not be too confiderable. 

A. letter, in confequence of this advice, was dis- 
patched by Dermod to the Earl ; affuring him of 
the performance of his former promile with regard 
to his daughter, and the inheritance of his flates in 
Leinfter, if his Lcwrdlhip would bring him a fuffici- 
ent force to fet the crown of Ireland upon his head. 
Having made fo^ne preparations towards fulfilling 
his eng^ement widuhe King of Leinfter, the Earl, 
on receiving this letter, applied to HEif ry for his 
Vol. n, * S permiffion 

I 
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RoDERicpermiflioq to leave the kingdom, together with his 

friends and followers, and to try their fortunes 

in Ireland. The King, being unwilling to irritate 
fuch a Nobleman with a denial, or to permit him 
to conquer tor another Monarch, a country which 
he intended to conquer for himfelf, gave no pofitive 
anfwer to the application. The Earl interpreting 
this duplicity, which he did not underftand, into a 
token of the King's confent, beftirred himfelf with 
great vigour, in making every thing ready for his 
Irifti expedition. Whiift thefe preparations were 
making, he fent an anfwer to Dermod, by two of 
his chief officers, Reymond de la Grose and 
WiL. Fitzgerald, brother of Maurice above- 
mentioned, in order not only to figiify his inten- 
tion of accepting the King's offer, but alfo to he 
well affured of a profpeft of fuccefi from their 
information. Thefe officers carried with them a 
fmall train of chofen well difciplined troops, not 
amounting to fourfcore, with wiich they landed 
about five miles from Waterford. ^ut not know- 
ing how to beftow themfelves till theyT^d notified 
their arrival to the King of Leinfter, ahd received 
his diredions how to proceed, they threw up a 
fmall fort in hafte, as ftrong as they could make it 
with fods arfd ftones, to defend themfelves from 
. any infults of the inhabitants in the country adjoin- 
ing to it. When the inhabitants perceived that the 
Englifh were fettling in their neighbourhbod, a 
confultation was held among theni, how to guard 
againft the danger of fb near an enemy ; and it 
was refolved to attack the fort before it was per- 
fefted, and before the enemy had received any 
reinforcement. 

The refolution, it muft be owned, was not a 
bad one, had it been executed in the marinfer which 
lltch a refolution required. But tho* hafte was one 
neceflary circumftance in the execution, yet it was 

not 



Book XI. OF IRELAND. 



259 



not the only one ; and the inhabitants failed in this Rod ekic 

attempt through want of attention to any other. 

Inftead of procuring a fufficient number ot veteran 
troops to oppofe to thefe experienced warriors, they 
contented themfelves with picking up two hundred 
fuch men as they could inftantly get together [^], 
and with thefe to attack the Englifti in their fort. 
De la GftiosE perceiving this body of men advan- 
cing towards them, was on his fide guilty of an in- 
difcretion, in leading his men out of the fort to 
charge a fuperior number. But perhaps he held 
them in contempt, from the diforderly manner 
in which they marched. They received the charge 
however with fo good a countenance, and returned 
it with fo much vigour, as convinced him of his 
miftake ; and he was not in fo much hafte to attack 
them, as he was now to regain the fort. But the 
Irifti purfued and charged his rear fo hotly, that, 
finding it impoffible to regain it, he was obliged to 
face about : and being made de(perate by their 
lituation, they fought with fuch irreGftible and 
aftonilhing fiiry, as obliged the Irifti to give way, 
and feek their fafety in their flight. 

In a ftiort time after, the Earl of Pembroke — A. D. 
known more commonly by the name of Strong- ^^7o 
bow — with two hundred Knights, and a thoufand " ' 
Gentlemen, armed with crofs-bows, landed at 
Waterford, without the city [b]. As foon as the 
King of Leinfter had notice of their ajrrival, he 
marched with great joy at the head of his Englifti 

S 2 auxiliaries, 

[a] Regan fays, three or four thoufand, which is in- 
credible ; becaufe he adds, a thoufand were flain, and fe- 
venty. taken prifoners, whom Redmond caufed to be be- 
headed ; and yet owns that the Engliih did not exceed an 
liundred. 

[h] Regan calls them i J or 1 600 ; and fays, that they be- 
iieged and took the town before they fent ^0 Dbrmoq. 
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Rode m c auxiliaries, to ^y his compliments to the Earl, and 
— ' '""to fettle the plan of their operations. After the 
ufual ceremonies had pafled between them^ a gene- 
ral council of war was called ; in which it was 
determined to lofe no time in coming to adlion ; 
and as they were incamped under the walls of. 
Waterford, that the fiege of that plaqe (hould be 
immediately undertaken. The next daji^the army 
fat down before it in form ; and though the inhabi- 
tants made as good ^ defence as an ungaFri/bned 
town without cannon might be expeded to do, yet 
they were fo vigoroufly preffed by the Englilh, that 
they foon took it by ftorm. In the firft fury of 
the foldiers, they deftroyed all they met with, and 
gave no quarter : but this was foon reftrained 
by their conimander, and they were content with 
plunder. 

: When Der MOD found himfelf in quiet jx^flfeflion 
6f this town, by theaid ofSxRONGBow, which He 
thought an omen of good fuccefs, he fent for his 
daughter and married her to flie Earl, according 
to hiscontrad, with all the folemnity that the place 
and the c^wifufion of the time admitted of. The 
nuptial rites having been performed, the army 
marched towards Dublin, in order to fecure them- . 
felves of the. capital of the kingdom, as well as to 
poflefs themfelves of the richeft booty. The inha- 
bitants, it is true, had bought their peace the year 
before, and had done nothing fince to break the 
treaty; but this, with a Prince of Dermod's per- 
fidious temper, poffeffed of power, was a point of 
no fignification. The citizens of Dublin were now 
at jhis mercy, and he was refolved that they ftiould 
feel the rod of his referitment for paft oftence&i 
which, norwithflanding the peace he had made when 
he cotilddo nothing better, he* h>d not fdrgiven. In 
order to give a check to this infulting enterpri2e,and 
prevent fiirther mifchief, the Monarch made a (hqw 

^ of 
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of oppofing the allied army in their miarch : but ^Q^^^'^ 
they obferved fo much difcipline and regularity, 
that it was thought advifeable not to attack them : 
and RoDERic dilbanded his army, and returned to 
his own country. 

As foon as Dermod had invefled Dublin, the 
inhabitants of which were thrown into the utmoft 
confternation, he fent M. Regan to fummon them 
to furrender the city, and to demand thirty ho- 
ftages for their performance of the articles he 
fliould infill on. The'Danifti governor, being 
unwilling to abide the iffue of a fiege, aflented 
to the demand ; but the citizens not agreeing • 
about the hoftages, Miles Cog an one of the 
Generals of the Englifti, who was pofted on the 
other fide the toWn, and knew nothing of the capi- 
tulation, had made fuch a breach in the walls that 
his men entered the town, and made themfelves 
mailers of it, before Dermod and the King knew 
any thing of the matter. They entered the city 
the fame day, ^ind found a great quantity of pro- 
vifions as well as valuable plunder or all forts. 

According to an obfervation which feems to be 
well founded, that the man who injures another 
never forgives him, Dermod having carried off the 
wife of O RouRK the King of BrefFny, as we 
have feen, now led the troops into his territory and 
deftroyed it with fire and fword. Roderic the 
King of Ireland, and all the other Princes and 
chiefs, were by this time alarmed at the fuccefs of 
the King of Leinfter and his Englifh fubfidiesj 
and the reader perhaps may be of opinion, that they 
ftiould have taken the alarm a little fooner. Even now 
before the Monarch would take the field againft 
him, he fent an officer to Dermod to expoftulate 
with him on his perfidy, and to afflire him that if 
he did not return immediately within the terms 
of his treaty, Roderic would fend him his fon's 

S 3 head, 
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Rod ERIC head, lay him under a public interdift, and again 
' oblige him to leave the kingdom. But the Monarch 
Ihould have confidered, that the fituation of the 
King of Leinfter was become very different : all 
the forces of the ifland, and even the nobles and 
chiefs of his own province, for the moft part, then 
took the fide againft him, and he had only an 
inconfiderable party to oppofe to them : whereas 
now he had befide the Englifti, which were moft of 
them above the rank of common men, a good 
body of Irifti who had attached themfelves to him 
on his late fucceifes and his foreign aid, which 
gave them a profpedt of his triumphing over all 
his enemies. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at, that a 
man of Der mod's caft of mind, when he found 
his affairs in fo profjperous a condition, (hould rejeft 
the Monarch's propofal with contempt and in- 
' folence : it is rather to be wondered at, that Rode- 
R I c (hould have given him leifure and opportunity 
to ftrengthen himfelf ini. this m^ner ; * and that 
at the late peace he had concludea with him, his 
Englifh fubfidies Ihould have been permitted to 
remain in the ifland. Without knowing more of 
|:he circumftances than are tranfmitted down, one 
i;:^n refolve this negligence* and inattention into 
nothing but the deftination of their final overthrow 
iat this period. The King of Leinfler, whofe am- 
bition was now in a fair way to be gratified, return- 
ed an anfwer to Roderic by retorting his threat- 
upon him ; that inftead of djfhiilfing the Englifh, 
he would fend into their country for a reinforce- 
ment ; that he would n.ot lay down his arms 'till he 
had reduced the whole ifland under his own au- 
thority ; and that if the Monarch ftruck off his 
fbn's head or made any of* his hoftages fufFer, 
he would revenge it by hoftilities yet unheard of, 
which fhould end in the deftrudtion of Roderiq 
and all his race. 

As 
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As much aftoniftied and incenfed as RodbricRodbric 
was at this anfwer, yet upon mature deliberation 
he defifted from his purpofe of executing the hos- 
tage, as not knowing the turn which the fortune of 
war might take. Indeed the fame of the Englifli 
Generals, and the execution done by the Crofe-bows, 
which were an inftrument of war unknown to the 
Irifh, had ftruck fuch a terror over the ifland, that 
the authority of the Monarch, as well as the liber- 
ties of his country, began very much to decline. 
The time was now approaching, when the fpirit of 
difcord and contention, which had prevailed through 
many ages without a cure, was now, on a private 
quarrel, and on an invafion of foreigners with a 
force fcarce fufficient to take a fingle town, to anni- 
hilate their monarchy ; a monarchy which amidfl: 
much greater diflenfions, and invafions vaftly more 
irrefiftible, had fupported itfelf above two thoufand 
years. But the man, whofe ill defert had baniihed 
him from his country, whofe revenge had invited 
foreigners to his aid, aigl whofe ambition after the 
monarchy had occafioned its diffolution, was not 
permitted to poflefs it, nor to fee the glory of his 
country perifli in the flames which he had kindled 
by his ungoverned paffions. For in the midfl of his 
fucceffes, when the throne was abnoft within his 
reach, and he thought himlelf fure of all , that his 
heart could wifti for, death took him out of the 
worl^ and laid him low in the dnfl. Thus ended 
the wild ambition of Derm OD King of Leinfler; 
leaving a memorable example of the folly of human 
vanity. 

The Earl of Pembroke immediately aflumed 
the government of the province, as well as the inhe- , 
ritance of his eflate, in right of his daughter Eva, 
whom the Earl had married, or rather perhaps 
fo ipeaH: mor^ truly, by virtue of the army that 

S 4 was 
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RoDERicwasfb formidable, of which he was now command- 

er in chief. Taking advantage therefore of the 

terror which he faw his arms had fpread all over 
Ireland, he marched immediately to Dublin to get 
his right recognifed in that capital of bis province 
and of the kingdom. But Roderic perceiving 
that none of the Irilh chiefe aaiiered to the Earl of 
Pembroke after the death of Dermod, except 
one of his natural fons and two petty princes, thought 
at laft of doing what he fhould have done long 
before, of driving the Englifli out of the ifland. 
To this purpofe he levied a great army — if Reg ak 
is to be credited, to the number of fixty ihoufand — 
with a defign to befiege Dublin. Other writers 
attribute this patriotic zeal to La wren ce its Arch- 
bifliop, who took infinite pains, they fay, to ce- 
ment an union between the princes of Ireland, and 
to animate them to this attempt in favour of their 
country, This great armament could not be made 
without the knowledge of the Earl ; and he was 
not backward in preparingpevery thing in his power 
neceflary for his defence : he fent for a reinforce- 
ment from their garrifon towns, and he made large 
promifes to fuch of the Irilh as would lift under 
his banner. Fitz-Stephen, governor of Wex- 
ford, having detached a party to the Earl's affif- 
tance, the inhabitants thought this a good opportu- 
nity to revenge themfelves of this oppreffive Englifli- 
man ; and with the flaughter of fcveral of his men, 
they took hini and five of his officers prifoners. 

The city of Dublin being invironed with the 
Irifti forces by land and fea,.and the befieged 
being not provided either with ammiinition, men, 
or provifion in a fufficient quantity for any long 
(defence, the Earl called a council of war of his 
principal officers; and reprefenting to them the great 
force of the enemy and their own diftrefs, propo- 
fed to offer terms of capitulation to the Monarch by 
* ' the 
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by the Archbifliop, to fubmit and hold Leinfter as Rod eric 
a. feudatory Prince under Roderick if he would ■ — r* 
raife the fi^e and march off with his army. The 
Earl's propofai was affented to, and the Archbi* 
ftiop was employed to treat with the Monarch 
on thefe terms : but the Irifh imagined that they 
bad gpt them all within their net, and they had 
nothing to do but to draw it over them. Tto Mo- 
narch's anferer therefore was, that unlefs the Earl 
of Pembroke would furre^der to him the cities of 
Dublin, Waterford, and Wexford, with all his forte 
andcaftles, and on a day agreed upon abandon 
the ifland with all the Englifti, he would inftantly , 
make the affault and take the place by ftorm. 
When the Archbifhop reported thefe tenms to the 
council of war, they who had fo lately been the 
conquerors and carried all before them, became 
confounded and deprelfed : they were foth to lub*- 
mit to terms fo ignooiiriious, and yet they law no 
relief without them. But M. C<m>an perceiving 
the impreilion which this"&nfwer was likely toniake, 
with great Ipirit faid, ** we are a confidcrable num*- 
ber of good mctt ; our bdl remedy is to make - 
a felly which is leaft fofpefted by the enemy ; and 
I hope in the goodnefe of God that we fliall have 
the viftory, or at leaft die wivh honour : and 
my defire is that I may be die firft man appointed 
to give upon their quarter. " 

This noble reft^lution and intrepidity being ap- 
plauded by the whole council— for as the pannicfc 
of one man is catching, fo the valour of one will of- 
ten inspire others with it— the Generals were dire<ft- 
ed to draw up their men with all poffible expediti- 
on. The command of the van-^guard^as aiiigned 
to Cog AK as he had defired, the center ^to R. de 
I4A GROsE^and the^ear to the Earl of Pembroke, 
each body confifting only of two hundred : for the 
Irilb, of whofe valour and fidelity they had no 

opinion^ 
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RoDERic opinion^ were left behind in the garrifon. In this 
enterprize full of peril, thcjf diredled their march, 
fays Regan, to the enemies camp; but if the 
enemies camp confifted, as he iaid before, of fixty 
thoufand men, it was not only full of peril, but fiill 
of abfurdity alfo furely for fix hundred men to 
attack it ; even if the enemy were carelefs and 
fecure and expefted no fuch thing. Indeed it ap- 
pears to me fo very abfurd andromantic^s not tp be 
credited : and the incredibility is confirmed in what 
follows of their fuccefs, that they broke furioufly 
into their can)p, and made fvich a flaughter as 
all fled before them ; which flaughter is exprefly 
faid to be one hundred and fihy of the Irifti, and 
one man only on the fide of the Englifli. Some 
miftakc of the number muft have happened by the 
iranfcriber or the printer : and even to make an 
attempt upon a camp of fix thoufand with fix 
hundred only, though their defperate fituatioa 
might have prompted them to it, could fcarcely 
have been made^ one would think with fuch fuccefs, 
as to oblige them to abandon it with all their b^- 
gage and prpvifion and to raife the fiege, when they 
bad loft only an hundred and fifty men. But 
this is the account which is given by Keg an. 

The city of Dublin being thus delivered from the 
danger it bad been in, the Earl left it under the 
care of Cog AN, and marched towards Wexford 
to releafe his friend Fitz-Stephen, and the offi- 
cers taken priibners with him. But the inhabitants 
being apprized of his approach, fet the town on fire, 
as foon as they had taken out the prifoners and beft 
effects, and removed to an ifland in its neighbour-: 
hood wher^i they knew therafelves tobefafe; by 
which the intention of the Earl was fruftrat«i in 
that particular. In his march he wai; attacked 

'ky 
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by O Ryan, the chief of a territory through Rodekjc 
which he pafled; and the fortune of the day 
leemed, againft hini 'till O Ryan was killed by a 
Monk in the Earl's army ; at whofe fall the Irifli 
were difconcerted and * retreated from the field 
of battle. Here the Englifti writers inform us 
that the only fon of Strongbow, a youth of feven- 
teen years of age, being greatly terrified with 
the. number and the noife of the Irifli, fled towards 
Dublin ; but hearing of his father's vidtory he re- 
turned to congratulate his (uccefs : and if the Earl 
cau(ed him to be immediately executed for his * 
cowardice by cutting him in two with a fword, as 
thefe writers fay, it equalled any thing that is to be 
met with among the moft favage barbarous Irifli 
in their pagan ignorance. 

■ When the news of thefe extraordinary fuccefles 
of the Englifli Generals was brought; over hither, 
Henry, who never dreamed of their being able 
to effedt any thing mor^ than a diverfion in favour 
of the King^ of Leinfl:^:, became alarmed and jea- 
lous. He had imagined that they would be able 
only to execute the' revenge of Dermod on the 
petty Princes of his province ; and that when they 
fliould attempt any thing further upon that fuccels, 
they would be obliged to him for his aflifl:ance : 
this application would furnifli him with a pretence 
of going over to Ireland himfelf, and purfuing the 
defign which he had for fbme time had in his 
thoughts of making a conqueft: of that ifland. 

But when he found that Dermod was dead, that 
the Irifli made little or no refiftance, that Strong- 
BOW had feized upon the province of Leinfl:er, and 
that he and the other Generals were daily getting 
ground, he began to (ufpeft that they would make 
themfelves matters of the ifland which he had in- 
tended for himfelf. Poflefled of this fear, he pub- 
liflied a proclamation, ** that no fliip or veflel fliould 

go 
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RopERicgo to any part of Ireland with ammunition or 
' ' ■ proviiion, or to carry on any commerce of any 
Kind i and at the fame time, requiring all his Tub* 
jeds in that kingdom, of whatever rank or de- 
gree, to return home immediately, upon the penal- 
ty of forfeitingtdi their eftates and eflfeds in £ng^ 
land, and of being declared rebels and traitors." 
This proclamation, which was iffued under a pre- 
tence that the adventurers had engaged in the un- 
dertaken without his permiflion, had all the eifedt 
which he expe^ed from it. For though the Gene- 
rals did not choofe to throw up a game which was in 
their hands, and from which diey might reap advan- 
tages far greater than thofe they had to look for 
her^ yet they were afraid of exafporating the 
King ; who, they knew, had it in his power, and 
woiud not want the will, eflfedlually to crufh them. 
They immediately therefore fent de la Grqsb 
over to make their fubmiffion to his Majefty, juad to 
acquaint him that they were (o far from having 
any intention of withdrawing their allegiance from 
him, that all the conquefts they made were mad^ 
^ in his name, and (hould ^11 be fubj^d to his au- 
thDrity. But this, fubmiffion did not content the 
King. De LA Grose was fent back with letters 
to the Earl of Pembroke, requiring him to repair 
to England without any delay, and to give an 
account of his condudt in perfon to his Maj^y. 
As much as this abfence muft retard the progrefe 
of his arms in Ireland^ the Earl durft not difobey 
the fummons. When he came into the King's 
prefence, he pleaded his permiffion to efpoufe the 
' caufe of Dermod : and after giving him a full 
account of the fituation o£ affairs in Ireland, he 
offered to deliver up to Henry the pofieffion of 
Dublin, Waterfwd, Wexford, and all the fea ports 
and other places they- had conquered, and to hold 
nothing for themfelves but on the condition of 

doing 
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doing homage to the King and his fucceffors for Rod eric 
ever. Henry approving thefe conditions, fent the ' 

Earl back into Ireland : with an aflurance of fol- 
lowing him foon with a large army that (hould 
compleat the conqueft of that kingdom. Indeed 
the conqueft of it was then become fo very cafy, 
through the circumftances already mentioned, and 
a furprifing reverfe of temper in the Irifli Princes, 
that it did not require the forces which he carried 
with him the next Oftober, and landed at Water- ^^ j^^ 
ford from four hundred (hips, to receive the homage ,17,'. 

and fubmiffxon of all the Kings in the ifland ; and — 

who feemed to ftrive in emulation of each other 

who ftiould be the firft to pay their duty to him. 

Thus without ftriking a blow, or fpilling a drop of 

blood, Henry the fecond annexed a kingdom to 

the crown of England, which had exifted under a 

monarchy two thoufand years,and that had been pof- 

fefled by a race of Kings as valiant and high fpirited 

as had been ever known [throughout the world. 

Such were the fatal effefts of the abufe of liberty 

by the licentioufneis of fadtion : and as the ^me, 

or nearly the lame effeds will always follow from 

the fame caufes, {o the hiftory of this people is a^ 

monument of inftruftion to every ftate that is 

yet free -, very powertuUy . illuftrating the truth 

of that affertion, if it could be doubted of, ** that 

a kingdom divided againft itielf cannot ftand.'' 

Havmg brought dowp the account of the civil 
or political traniadtions of Ireland to this period, 
I muft now give the reader a view of the ftate 
of religion and learning in it, from the begin* 
ning of the eleventh century to the diffolution 
of their monarchy. It hath been already 
mentioned, that' in the reign of Mortogh the 
thirds called Mortogh O Brian, three nati-i 
onal iypods^ ' or a9 ibme writers ;hink, one fynod, 

coQtmued 
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continued by feveral prorogations, were (ummon- 
ed by this Prince : the particulars of which muft 
now be given. In the firft of thefe aflemblies, 
which confided of the Monarch and all the Princes 
and clergy of his fouthern half of the kingdom, 
it is only faid, that many, wholefom laws and 
regulations were eftablifhed both for the church 
and ftate. In the fecond, which appears to have 
been a convocation of the clergy only, at which the 
bifliop of Limerick the Pope's legate prefided, it 
was agreed that there Oiould be twelve epifcopal 
Sees in the fouthern half, the fame number in the 
northern, and two in the county of Meath. In 
this ecclefiaftical divifion, the See of Dublin is not 
mentioned j becaufe its inhabitants being gene- 
rally the defcendents of the Danes or Normans, 
their Bifliop at that time received his confecration 
at the hands of his countryman the Archbifliop of 
Canterbury. The See or Waterford was eredted 
at the defire of this fynbd ; the members of which 
fubfcribed an epiftle to Akselem Archbifliop of 
Canterbury, informing him " that it was conveni- 
ent to ere(ft Waterford into a biflioprick, for which** 
— being another fettlement of the Danes and their 
defcendents — "they had elefted and fent Mal- 
CHUs JO him, in regard to the primacy he had 
over them to be confecrated ;" which was done ac- 
cordbgly. I have not thought it convenient, nor 
of importance enough, to clog this hiflory with aa 
account of the names, fucceflions, and deaths of the 
Irifti Bifliops : and whoever has a curiofity for fuch 
fort of reading, may indulge it by looking into 
Ware's account of^ them enlarged by Harris 
into a folio : a proof of the great induftry, but 
not of the judgment of thofe writers. In the 
third fynod or convocation, ^t which it is faid that 
twenty-five Bifliops aflifted/ the boundaries of the 
feveral dfocefes were determined and Ipecified ; as 

afanftioa 
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a fend^ion to which, they leave, their own and God's 
bleffin^ upon all the fucceeding Bifhops who 
(hould fupport the regulations ordained in that 
fynod, and dreadful imprecations on thofe who 
fhould prefume to violate thena.^ The only reflec- 
tion which I (hall make upon thefe fynod^ is, that 
we have never before heard oiF a Pope's legate 
in Ireland, and that we fliould not probably have 
heard of it now, if Donogh the fon of Brian had 
not earned fheWown of Ireland to Rome, and as 
far as lay in his power — which God knows was 
none at all — made a prefent of the fovereignty 
of the ifland to his Holinefs. As infignificant 
and ridiculous as this donation was, it ferved the 
Popes for a pretence to claim an authority and 
ajurifdiftion j not only in this inftance of fending 
a legate and regulating the epifcopal Sees, but 
alfo of making over the foyereignity to the King of 
England. 

In the reign of Mortogh the fourth, furnamed 
O Lachlin, the ecclefiaftical flratc of Ireland receiv- 
ed a confiderable alteration in a fynod which he 
called at Kells ; with a view, it is faid, to confult 
meafures for the better propagation of the Chriftian 
Faith, for the more efFeftual edification of the 
pec^le, and for appointing two more Archbifliops. 
From the firfl eftablifliment of Chrifl:ianity in that 
ifland there had been till this time biit two Arch- 
bifliops, at Ardmagh, and Cafliell ; . and thefe had 
been confecrated by St. Patrick. But they do 
not appear from any teftimony, manufcript or ' 
printed, to have had any authority primatial or me- 
tropolitical ; and were Archbifliops only in name. 
It IS very certain however, that all the authority *' v-.^ 
they were clothed with, they had aflumcd them- 
ielvcs, or was given them by the church ; and that 
none of diem 'till now had received the pall from | 
Rome, How early the Popes took^ up the ufege ' 
^^ •/ * / ■ , T^\ ■ . - of 
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of rcDding a pail in imkatioa of the Emperors is un- 
certain : but the earlieft account to be relied cm^ is 
in the cpiftles of Gregory the great, where it 
is {dain that giving the pall, was intended only as a 
mark of honour and refpeC^, not to make a Prelate an 
Archbiihop, or to ere£t it metropolitical juriidi^Uoa, 
but as an hcmorary recognition of the character he 
was poffeifed ^f- The neceffity of the pall therefore 
had not bei^n heard of to this day, if his fuccefibrs 
had not improved upon his plan, and learned in ^f- 
ter ages to make ufe of it as an artifice to encreale 
their wealth and power. But this is further explain- 
ed in the introduction ; to which the reader is 
referred. 

When the Popes bad once begun to aflert 
a jurifiiiftion over the Iriih nation, we may be fure 
they would never fail to find occafions of ufing 
it. Thus as the palls had never yet been fern 
to their Archbifliops, this was a good oi>portunity 
Em: die court of Rome to make the Irifli church de- 
pendant upon it : and to add to the fplendour of 
the ceremony, as well as to exert their authority 
ftill more, it was determined to eftablifli two/>ther 
Archbilhopricks, and to fend Cardinal Papijron 
X. D. with the four palk. Accordingly in the fynod above- 
1152. mentioned, the Sees of Dublm and Tuam i^rere 

— ' eredled into Archbiftiopridis, Ardmagh was con- 

ftituted the primacy, the four palls were delivered 
with die ufual ceremonies, and fome canons.:paiIed 
about the payment of tithes by^vinfe tight, and 
^ainfl incontinence,, prophanenefs, and other vices. 
Thefe are all the regulatbns that I find made in this 
peiiod relating to religion : and thefe being made fo 
late as the middle of thei 2th century, we may learn, 
that till^dien the dnirqh of Ireland had been free and 
indq!iendant, and owned no other fubjeftion, to the 
See of Rome than what was founded on. gratitude 
a^ dvility ; and ci(Hififtent with the power which 

the 
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the caribtxs of the firft general councils iallowcfd A. D* 
to ever^ national church in chriftendom: Three ^^ Sm- 
other fyhods were held by the primate and clergy ; — 

jifterfiiis, fot the reformation of difdpline and 
inanners, but nothing was tranfafted in them 
material enough to be taken notice of in this work^ 
except in the laft held atArdmagh in the year ele- 
ven huhdred and feventy : The intention of calling 
this fyhod, wai^ to enquire into the caufe of the 
arrival of (bangers from England into their coun- 
try to invade it : and the refult of their delibera- 
tiods^ ended in this opinion, that the fins of the 
pec^le had fubjedied them to the vengeance of 
Heaven, eijpecially the pradice of buying Er.glifb 
^hitdrefv and making them flaves. Cambrensis, 
KiihiGqiJ €►£ ■ S, Davids who gives this account, adds, 
*' that ' the Englifti by a comrnon vice of their 
coufttrjr,' had a'cuftom to fell their children and 
kiiisfdlks {ftto Ireland, although they were nei- 
ther • in want nor extreme poverty." The Englifti 
xeadfer,' aftet this, muft never diarge the Irifh of 
thlaii; a^e with being rude and barbarous I becaufe 
he'Viil be bid to look at home. 

Notvlfithftanding all the diffenfions which: fol- 
lowed the death of' Brian, a great number of 
monafteries Were built and endowed in the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries; in order to repair the 
wai)*e rriadc upon thofe religious houfes by the ra-* 
vagea of the Danes, and their own inteftine fub- 
fequent broils^ In thefe the clergy v/ere not inte- 
refted, except as mediators, frequently to heal the 
breaehes made by a fpirit of ambition, agitated^ 
if not raifed by faction. The clergy were tberer 
fore at full liberty .to folicit the aid *of 
the Princes and Prelates towards re-eftablifhing 
thefe fchools of learning and religion, by which 
they, might reform the ignorance and barbarifin 
which had crept in among the people. We find 
in tlte fame period alfo, that with this ignorance. 

Vol, II. T ' fuperftition 
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fuperftitioQ as ufual hadm^t^e it$ )V9yiig$id|^^ 
veral of their Princes, whcii tbcy had jd^^igU t^ 
mifchief they could do to their qcnmtry g| tUpi^^ 
of faction, as they advancoi in ye^^ jin^ gfe^ 
weary of the toUs of war^ retited intp ^ells $9^ 
their days in a monadic habit and devotiop^ m m 
attonemeiit that would fet every thii^ right %t Jift. 
But this is no reproach to the reli^i^ pf li^e 
tinies in Ireland. The facne fap^rftition, thp^h 
in a difl^rent nvxle, hath .prevailed in all i^«i$;9|id 
nations : and whilft nunkind continue f:ov^pt^ 
by their own inventions, the means i^iU 0:iU be 
ulcd for the end, and the (hadow talqe jpl«<^ c^ 
the fubftance of religion. . . 

The^ reader will find diere was great ^mfJ^ 
for the reftitution of fchools c^ learning and rieUgi* 
on in thofe difaftrous times^ when the f^Sfi.of 
the Irilh Church was fo deformed, " that ^ (eeefet? 
fiaftical difcipline, and the canons of the f:hur^Jl» 
were trodden under foot, the facrament^ negle^- 
ed as. of no ufe, and the metropolitan See of ^r4- 
magh itifelf, fometimes made, a mere lay? lee^ m 
temporal inheritance, but poflefled hereditarily by 
the power of one family for fifteefi g^qeratiPftS.*' 
But yet, during the times of thefe unordaiqed 
Archbi(hops, there were others, who were only 
reckoned fufl&agans or coadjutors to the intruders, 
who performed all the epifcopal duties. Aniidft 
the continual contentions for the mpnarcihy, oa 
. the death of Ma L achy, it was impoffibje that 
learning or. religion (hould keep its ground. The 
out lines might be preferved in the monafterie^ and 
abbeys, where the clergy were unmolefted, but 
little more could be looked for, when their coun- 
try was univerfally involved in fuch diilra<^ipns. 
Few writers therefore of any name are to be found 
in this turbulent period. Mariakus Scotus, 
a chronologer of the firft rank, was born in the 
beginning of the 1 1 th century, and wrote an uni- 

verfal 
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verfiil chronicle of his time* He retired from the A. D. 
worlfl about the ifniddle of it, and etchanged the 115^' 
air of Ireland for that of Gennany ; where he (hut— — ^ 
himfelf up ina;CQnvent at Cologne, afterwards 



at FaMiZf and ended his days at Mentz. He wrote, 
befidea l^e Chronicle above mentioned, the Har-^ 
ixxmy of die Erangdills^ Amendments to Diony* 
dius^ of the, great Pafchal Cycle, Annotations on 
the JScriptunes^ Commentaries on the Pfalms, a 
Notiita of both empires, and ibme other Tra£tsi 
]9efide8 r^itmi: we find only TiCERNACtf, who 
wrotfi the Annals of Ulftfcr, in the eleventh centu^ 
ry, andMsi^issA of Munfter, the author of fi>me 
philo&phical works that hkve tranfmitted his 
same down to: poflerity> , . . 

The writers in the twelfth century, before the 
conquiefl:, are more confiderable ; Gilbsri* Bifhop 
of Limerick, and the Pope's Legate in the fynod 
mentioned in the rdgn of Mortogh O Brians 
wrote feme epiftles^ ^nd a book of the State ^ the 
Church,: publiftied by Ushi^r. But the moft ce-^ 
l^ited maiif of this time, and almoft the only orre 
tvha defervea particular notice, was Ma lac; hy 
O ^46^AR', Archbifhop of Ardmagh, who wrote 
itiany .Epiftlbs to Berkard, a book of general 
Conftitutions^ of the Laws of Celcbacy, of T-ra- 
ditionft, die life of Cuthbxrt, an Epiftle to 
X>A vip King of the Scots, and a Prophecy of the 
Popes of RotnCf He built a ftone oratory at Ban- 
gor in Irelandv'like whi|t he had feen in other couiv 
trics^ wiiich is fetid to be the firft of the fort eredted 
iin that kingdom ( which can only be ntieant of' 
an oriKerry, if that is true which is mentioned in 
the ofice of S. Ken ak, . extant in manufcript in 
fee public library at Cambridgie, '♦ that he built 
a churih of ftone in the country of Tyrone, in the 
infancy of Chriftianity ;" but this is doubted 5 
and the firft buiididg of ftone in Ireland is thought 
t<5 berthat .of Malachy above-mentioned ; not- 
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withftandlng the pliaufible.e3^1aiiati6ni<)f th&i]^- 
fage by Mr. Harrisv mentibbed hxitboiilritroduc-. 
tk>D. Were I to Delate itll^ die' endowmentss^ the 
virtues^ the labours, and the • miracksi ' (aid ta be 
Mrrought by that wooderful irtdn, vrh6 yfzs^ bom of 
noble parents, in the province of UlQe^ and died 
in the middle of the twelfth! centnryy I mpft tran-* 
fcribe his life^ written byifiEaNARD, his cdntem-* 
porary and intimate: friend; a life fi) : iar above 
hun)ao natiire, that^unlefkwe will fbppofe iie was 
all.alpflg.divinely illdminaited and fupported, att 
he;^ufl: be if he worked the miracks tliere recor«^ 
ded^ It isr impofliblefora man of ienfe to^ve any 
credit tP^.. In (hort, hb was' another S. Ba'^rick • 
and it mud be faid, perhaps^ with tradvliiat this 
Apoftie of the Irifh, imd all the zea)^ the 

Sie^ty^ the heavenly-^mkdednefs and afliidianFty of 
le firft.; ... I ;, r\.S '1. ' .'* ' I- ■'■■ • 

,Th6re' being namore hien of eminencfe or learn- 
ing in Ireland to be.' recorded before; thatc%oifntry 
becafse: appendant, to . tbd crown of finglaiid, we 
are pow arrived at tbeepdof the enhghteined age 
and of their ancient. htftory i which puts a jporiod 
to thi» volume: aid if the reader ftiouktb^ of 
opinioQy .that I have, given, only a dry u^perie£t 
^ccpunt of that free and warlike people^ .be is de-- 
fired to qonfider the- early- times it treats of, and 
the very fcanty and defeftivfe' niatefials^even 
fuppofing them to be good— ^which remain after 
a defolation fcarce to be .paralleled in any Bation 
ujxier the fun. There is mattdr enough however, 
I perfuade myfelf, from which a fenfiWeand a 
good man may draw entertainment and inftrudti-* 
on : and in ages of barbarifm and ignorance, and 
in a country fecluded from all the reft of the world, 
the wonder is, not that better matter fhould not be 
given, but that better matter ftiould be expedted^ 

FINIS. 
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ACCOUNT of eminent men in Ireland vol II. pag« 
67 
Achy I. Monarch of Ireland^ made a law that 
every pcrfon's quality (hould be known by the number 
of colours in his clothes^— is flain at the end of four 
years 1. 88. 

Achy IL enjoyed the crown twenty years — obliged the 
PiSs. of Scotland 10 pay tribute to Ireland — killed in 
battle?. 189. ^ 

Achy III. called Achy Fkyloch, Monarch of Ireland 
— reilored the Pentarchical government, but appointed 
the provincial Kings himfelf — divided Conaught into 
three parts — gave his daughter Me aba in marriage to 
TiNKE — invefted him with the fovercignty of Cor 
naught I. 2201^-dies 233 

Achy IV. Monarch of Ireland, introduced the cuftom 
of burying the dead in graves— reigned ten years — kil- 
led I. 237 

Ac AY King of Leinfter married a daughter of Tu ath al 
— pretended (he was dead, and married another daugh- 
ter I, 253 — a fine impofcdupon him for 1^255 

Achy Riada fettled with his people in ulffer, — called 
from thence Dal riada — made a defcent on the ides 
of Scotland — obtained that country — the firft nominal 
fettlement of the Scots in Britain I. 270,-27 1 . 

Achy V. furnamed Gunap^ fucceeded Cormac — aflaf- 

finateij I, 293 
Achy' VI. furnamed Moimeptn, kilted Coj^batch in 
lev^gc of his father's death—married a Welfli Prin- 

T 3, c«fs. 
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cefsy by whom ht had Nial the Grcat««<died I» 301-2 
yf^/ of Parliament} their proeefe 1. 108^ 
Adamnanus an eminent Abbot of the 7th century^ 

account of him and his works II. 74 
/Igef fabulous, comprehends afpace of 400 years L i 

the end of it 167. 
Jge, obfcure» begins with a Spaniih invafifm In i 

flections on the end of it I^ 307-S 
j4ge» enlightenedf the beginning of itf when 1. 150— de& 

cribed II, i,-»the period of it 276 , 
jfge, hiiloricaU commenced with the conqueft; and ex*- 

tends to the revolution I. 150 
AiDAN^ ^n eminent Bifliop in the 7th century^^^^account 

of him and his writings 11, 7 1 • 
^LB» a Bifliop in Ireland before Patrick II. 4. 
Albania^ how and when fo called^^Scotia Minor I. 303^ 
Albanian Scots, why fo called I. 304 ' 

Albanian Dal RiaJa, why fo called I, 370 
ALBIS9 an eminent writer in the 9th century<«»an account 

of him II. 185. 
Alfred, the Englifli King» educated in Ireland I. 77 

— employed John Erig^na to r^ftore learning at 

ford 11.185. 
Amelanus, a Danifh General^ arrived with a fleet of 

merchant (hips and arms concealed IL ii2«*wmade 

the Irifti affift to their own deflryftion in the fecond 

Danifh war 113 
Amjelanus, a Prince of Denmark, came to Ireland, and 

took the command of the Danes II. 115 — tranfported 

his forces into Scotland — made many prifoners, and 

returned with great booty««<K!efeated by the royal army 

— his palace burned down to the ground-— Wd an am- 

bufcade which fuGcceded-»-»plundered Armagh, and left 

the Ifl.and with all his forcefs 1 1 7, 1 18 
Amelanus, Oener^l pf tKe Panes, at Dublin^^bis fuc» 
^ .cefsll. 169^.. 

Amergin, a Milefian leader — in^ treaty with the pane- 

nian Kings I. 177. 
Angus I. fubdues the Pi&s in Scotland, and obliges them 

to pay tribute-skilled in battle by his fucGcflTo^ 1: 189 
AnGUS II. reigned thirty years-r-ftory pf bii cxpofing 

his natural child in a boat I. 219.. 
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Angus» King of Munfler» his province invaded by Eu- 
gene— a battle enfued — is defeated — procured an aid 
from the Monarch*— -a fecond battle^ in which he is 
totally routed I. 262. 
Angus, Prince of the blood, and in great favour with 
Cor MAC— interceded with him for a friend in difgrace 
— refented the injury done to his friend by Cormac's 
fon — appofed Cormac in a hoilile manner — flew the 
Prince, and fled I. 281-3 
Angus, King of Munfter, converted by Patrick IL 

16 — killed in battle — his charader 33. 
Annalijlf how diftinguiflied from the hiftorian I. 294. 
Anselm, Archbifliop of Canterbury, his letter to the 

King of Ireland IL 237. 
Antiquities f of other nations, confirm thofc of Ireland L 
171.— a fliort parallel of them drawn up by Mr. 
O'Connor 172.3. 
Arbogast, an eminent Bifliop of the feventh century^ 

an account of him II. 74. 
Arcbhijbops ancf Bifhops, their nomination in Ireland 
prefcrved by the Kings and people in their own hands 
II. 38.*— only two at Ardmagh and Caflitl till the reign 
of MoRTOGH 27i.-^liad no authority primatial or 
nietropolitical— two m6re eflabliflied at Dublin and 
Tuam by the fynod of Kells-^refleftions on it 272. / 
Armagby the primacy given to it on account of Patrick 

I. 21 — the bifliopricks in that province recited 22 
Art, or Arthur, furnamed the Melancholy, Mo- 
narch of Ireland — reigned thirty years without doing 
any thing worthy of notice — led his army againft the 
Prince of Wales, who had invaded Ireland^-flain in 
battle I. 265. ^ 

Arts and Sciences, the profeflbrftiips of them hereditary 

I. 72 
Affemhly^ general, of the Stales at Tara, fwear to conti- 
nue Tuathal and his pofterity on the throne — 
refle&ions on it 1. 248. 
Attacots, who fo called, and why I. 245. 
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JgJrJf, the only hiftorlans in the firft ages I. i46-:7<onh' 

> mitted none of their hiftory to writing — t^ofein Ire- 
land had the fote power of delivering laws to the peo- 
ple for the firft thoufand years-^their records «ot en- 
tirely fabulous — authenticated in forae degree by Sir I, 
Newton 147-8.— had endowments from the govern-* 
menl— their records to undergo the folemn teft of the 
great council at Tara 149 — become a grievance to the 
people from their great numbers — ^aft abfurd tale of the 
reafon of the monarch's refentment againft them II. 
46- 7 — a. pew regulation made concerning them 5a 

Bardf its name originally Celtic I. 63 — an Jfccount of the 
inftitution in Gaul and Britain 74 

Battle, of Ocha, put ap end to the fucceflion of the pro7 
vincical Kings II. 29— between the Dan^s and Nor- 
mans 94 — of Clontarf 207-^of Tara 172 

Baronius owns the Irifb Bifhops departed froni the See 
of Rome 11. 38 ' 

Bangor, monaftery in Ulfter burned JI. 60, 85 

BspSy his account of the Pifls 185 — confirms the account 
of the firft fettlement' of the Pifls in Britain 271— hit 
charaSer of Bifhop Aid an IL 72 

Bein Brit , Prince of Wales, makes a defcent on Ireland 
—required the Monarch to refign or give battle L 267 
—a battle enfued — defeated the Monarch and placed 
Mac Conn on the throne a68 

Bel or Bel us, the chief deity worfliipped by the ancient 
Iriftil. 80— -facrifices offered to him on May-day, called 
Bell-Tine, I. 250 

Bell Tine, wliat I. 250 

Belgians, called by the Irifti, Firlbolgs, took poffeffion 
of Ireland with five tTioufand. people — their ftory in the 
antient hiftory fabulous— *lived ip cayes or Vaults which 
occafioned that name— a colony of Gaul. who had fetr 
tied in England— ^the tfrft inhabitants of Ireland 1. 158—- 
divided the iiland into five parts — their chie^ the 
jSrft Kings of Ireland — their authority within narrow 
founds — poffefled the Ifland eighty years 159 — no- 
thing fabulous in their ftory after their fettlement in it 
^ 16© 
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|6o«^efeated by the Dannonians at the battle of Moy- 
tury-!— lofe their Monarch in that battle*— difdained to 
live in fubjeftion to them*»-retreated to the neigh- 
faouring iflands-^nvited to return twenty years after- 
ivardsi— -had a fecohd battle and were again defeated-— 
fmartedforely under the tyranny of their conquerors 
165-6. ' 

3xiiiu.xY9 Bifhop, his obfervations on Ireland I. 139 
--on the pride of the native Iriih 2$ 8 

Betbluis Nfon, the name of the Irifli alphabet— nuny of 
its charaders to be leen in their old manufcripts L 64 

BiKEN^ or BxKiGKusr appointed fucceflbr to Patrick 
in the See of Amoagh 11. 2i*-wrote the Rights of 
Mun^er 197 

^ijb$p^ not the fame idea of it in former as in latter ages 
—the name of Biihop;and Prieft common in the firft 
primitive <:hurch II. 4-5 

JSfJbopricks^ inthe&veral province^I* ii-ia 

Blackwelz.^ Dr« his account of the Irifli Druidsl. 82—- 
kis obfervation on th^ ancient manners of natjbns i26^>-« 
on the improbability of feigning the defcription^ in an- 
cient hiftory 148 

J3tathmac>* joint Moi^arch with Dermod IL for fe- 
ven yearsrrdied of the plague II. 59 

Bochart» his cpnj,edures about the namjeHibemial. 3«^ 
puts Ireland as one of the fir^ in hi^ catalogue of Ja« 
phet's dominions I. 161 

Bogs, of Irelapd, an account of I. 28-34 .^^ 

Boromean Tribute, IM on the province of Leinfier L 255 
-demanded and refufed — the confequences of it IL 
24— contefted 28,33,55,62,64, 87 

Breac, from whom defcend the Belgians, a chief of the 
Nemedians 1* 156. 

Brebon laws, explained L 112 

Brian Boromy, brother to the King of Munfler and 
his Generals-r-engages the Danes and gives them ft 
total overthrow , II. 162 — :on the death of his brother 
made King of Munfler-^^proclaimed war againft the 
murderers of his brother i65-«-engages them and de- 
feats themr-incurred the . difpleafure of the King of 
the Deifies who makes war upon him 166.-— defeated 
them — g^ye Waterford up to his army to be plunde- 
ped ^nd burned-<-obliged the fouthern half of the king- 
dom 
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doin to do hm hoittige^ecliimi wdr agaiuft the King 
dfid ^ple of LetnfteD-^^ngages and defeats tbem 167- 
8— ^levied His tribute and pot his arai^ into quarters of 
refr^Aifflent-^his province invaded by the Monarch — 
revenged tkis boftitity^^aiTaulted the Dane84n Lime- 
tickj and burned it K^jp-r^ngageil the Daite^of Inifca- 
thy and routed them— -engaged them again,, and had 
the fame fmceefs 1 7b^r<^*^Aed tfa9 provisee of 'Cd- 
naught againft thi D^ne^ 1 72pi-^bi5 :2eal and a£tivity in 
his couBlry^s fervice f 75 — the dltferii and j)i>pularity 
he- had aeq^rtfd ff7^-^the rsfelu^lotf of thecfcielfti of 
hii province t6 sjdvance bilti-to fhtf Monarichy) 170-^ 
had no^ hand in dcftfarOAing Mit&A<;tiT->^aifl aflde ail 
referve and refolved to feize on the ^fown4^raiied a 
great army 1 77^^insirch^ to l^ara— *fendi a'berfriJi to 
MAtACAYtodernandhisrri^iiationib. — Malacity's 
anfwer — accepted the propofid made in.i4l I78'***«feteiv- 
ed MALAe^nP in Ms cam^ v^tb due homKb-^ pr6- 
claidfied and crowned at Tara^HSiade gr^t pt*^ents to 
Mab Ad Htr and rec^^d liofttfg^s^ and fiibimlffionPfibm 
all ^e 'Princes of UMcr and Connatighll iSi^a'^his 
a^ve and daring fpirit'^-^which defcend t<> hi^pofteri^y 
the chief caufe of the lti)al< extirpation of the IMies' 1^7 
— his advanceiKent to the throne againfhthe right ol 

* •fudciHiB6ti--i!ot/ acknowledged by a few petry Princefe 

■ 1 98-^fdduced them all into obedience — c^ptoyedhim- 
felf and his eldeft fon in eftablifliing the public tranc^ui- 
lity — (upprcffed all his enemies — his great fame 1^9--- 

' rcfbrtncd thte diferders which war had introduced — 
cbnfifrmetf 'all the Princes in thfeir ancient privileges* 
gave them prefents, and provided for the intereftof re- 
•ligibft l9b--*refleftions on fliat condud-^-^-founded ifcc 
cathedral of Killaloo — repaired, and new ereded aca- 
demical colleges to reviv€ the ft^fldy of teartiirfg— -train- 
ed up men of abtlitie^'in church and ftat^'r^-a^iktded 
to^he public fchoofci— catufcd the hiftory td^ be fuppiied 
in the' Pfalttr of Gafliet-^did nk>i»e to pf oiftote religion 

'aitd* learning' than any other Mbnarch—pfermitted the 
D'^i^j* in thfe fea-port" tdwn^ to r^maiir there for the 
fafce^ of tfad^, taking ftcurity for their *M€gikrt<Se and 
^Urge annual tributes.--e*pi6iled all thfe reft — reftoi-ed 
thfe lands to the right owfief* i^3^4 — his mind n^ot cor- 

ru)pttd by flattery--.tfppd<med ftirnamcs of dJftinaion — 
'•' ' built 
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\m\t bridges— fticnded the roads-^creSed fertificatit^ns 
-wadded new laws-^infpired a fpirit of honour ai^d re- 
ligion by government and example i94-< — banifhed all 
the Danes who were not converted to Cnriftianity*— Kis 
magnificeince and fplehdor defcribed 196 — determined 
to build a fleet of ihips and fent ta the King of Leinfter 
for three of the largc^ trees in his woods for mails 198 
"Oi^ifpatcfa^ an officer iafter that King to defire him 
to return to the royal palace 2or--fefufed the 
requeft of his houlhold troops and permitted him to 
gfcape — is told of a declaration of war againft him by 
that King in extreme old age 2oa**-retumed the de* 
d^tion of war agatnft the King of Leinften^affem- 
bled all the forces he could raife-— -could not be per- 
fuaded to ftay behtnd^'^^^marebed at thefteadof his army 
mmmatfiBxd In drawing^up the order of battle and retired 
into his tent 205-6— »refleftions on hJs-fitiiation— his 
good genius prevaikd-^his' army defeated t4e -enemy 
3to6-7— his. efdefl fon flabbo* after- the viaory^is 
Iiimfelf flaughtered iit hi^ tent*— hw charaficfr 2o7«-8— 
left the crown to his (on T«iG-***his feody^ brought to 
Kymai;nhan)«M^then to the ^bey of Swords> and then 
to Ardmagh, where it wa^ ittt^fcd with great fbrrow 
and folemnity 2^13 

Bridci^t^ Abbefs of a Nunherjr of her own fcunding 
at Kildare in the fixth century— account of her II. 68 

Brijdtan, fromi whonrr dfeftended the Welfli TmBritainf 
a chief of the Nemedikns I. 1 56^ 

3ucHAKN^.N', his teftimony that the origin of the* Scots 
was from Itekndf. 3t)4-—his account of an inlcrtption 
on a tomb in Scotland for* two Irifli Kings H; 66 

Buildings, of the ancient' If i{h, an account of/ 1; 12S 

Burials, of the ancient Irifiiy ah account of, L 125 

C 

CAMiffiBitftis^ Ms isHscouni of thf Eoglilb) <^om of 
fMUsl; their ch^enlL 2(75. 
CAuPufSiis^ Dttkesr pf Asjgj^lti d^bendcfd fiiom Mac- 

CAumn$ hh ignoranccroftthe Irifh lai^uage 1, 65-— his . 
^ivoir: a^ut:.tl^>Bi9^^ 7ar'-^hi$ opiAton that there are 

fcvcral 
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feveral renuios of true hiftory ip the fabulous age L 

150 

Carbry I. a Monarch of the Belgian race» ufurped the 
government for five years-— died I. 242 

Carbry II. fucceeds his fathef Cormac L 283 — the 
name of Scots firft given to the Irifh in his reign — 
Oflian fadion revolted from him — reigns feventeen 
years with great honour^ and dies in battle I. 295 

CajbeUf Bilhopricks in that province recited 22 

Cathill» his being Bifhop of Rachau in the fecond 
century a miftake II. 4 

Cathir firnamed the greats Monarch of Ireland — pof- 
feflfed of , immenfe wealth-»reigned three years — (lain 
I. 260-1 

CeaIpLACHan proclaimed King of Munfter — forced in- 
to l^attle with the Danes-^rlook. the wife and fifter of 
their General priibners II. 141 — treated them with 

• great politenefs 141— refiifed the chief rent claim- 
ed by the Monarch 142 — is offered the fifter of the 

. Daniih General in it^arriage^ a very beautiful lady — 
raihlyvdccepted the propofals fro^n an impreifion of 
her i^l^uty . 143 — made great preparations for the jour- 

, ney and wedding 144— took Kennedy's advice about 
his guards and conunitted the care of his province to 
Irim in his abfence 146 — it^ met near Dublin by the 
Daniih General's vtrife — informed by her of his. trea- 
chery ^ and advifed to return back 147- -took the ad- 
vice and is furrounded by Sivrick's guards*^ordered 
hisniento revenge themfelves-«<taken prifoner 148-9 
— rthe unreafonable terms re|quired for his ranfom — 
the fecret inftru^ions he fent home by the meflfenger 
I49^p«-his people's refentment for his captivity and 
and the treachery ^hich ha4 occ^fioned it^— ordered all 
his havai forces to be aflembled near Dundalk 150-1— 
is removed on board the* Panifh fleet there 153 — is 
bound to the maft 9r is utiWind by his own Admiral 
who boarded the (hip fword in hai;id---repairedon boafd 
one of' his own 1 5 5 — his ' fleet deftroy ed that * of the 
Danes — is delighted with hts deiiveranc&«^bis grateful 

~ cbnduS to hi^ people l^^S'^li infoiimed of tfaedefign 
of the I^ing of Leinfter againft him— -orderM his men 
fo give ho ' quarter to thel army of that Kihg, if tfcfey 

• ftouW engage-*«n CDgagemwt»»prcJvejitcd>y that ir- 

. '- ^ der 
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jdbr— *purrued his inarch withont moleftatio^-^his refo- 
lution of extirpating the Danes at his return i58-9«^ 
cleared the country of them— married his fitter to the 
King of the Deifies---died a natural death much lamen- 
ited i6o 

C£A.T, the ftory of his encountring Connor the King 
, of Ulfter with a ball of brains I. 226 

C^^AR, his fuppofition, of the difcipline of the Britiih 
Druids whence learned> erroneous I. 83 

Celestin Pope fentPALLADius to the Irifli believing 
in Christ II. 5. . : . 

Celsus Archbifliop of Ardmagh, conftituted another 

metropolitical See II. 18 
Charlj^s II. King of £i^and» his order to the duke of 

Ormoud to ered: a mint at Dublin I. ia2. 
Charles the greats King of France, honoured the Irifli 

Monarchs with his fri^ndfliip IL 58— -his favour to two 

mc^ of learning fsom Iceland in the ninth century 
- -.185 . \ . . - .... 

Cbrijtianityf no great e£Fed of it among the chiefs and 

Princes IL 32— Reafon of it 33 
Christianus a prieft feiit /from Rome to > teach the 

Chriftian religion to the Iriih before Patr^iokII. 4 
Chronology tecbnicah the Irifli moft exaft I. 203 ' 
Church cffrehndf as founded Jby Patrick, the TeBgion 

of it II. 36— paid no fubmiflion^ to the Pope's authority 

5 7^ree and independant 'till the middle of the twelfth 

century 2 7 2-^1 ts deformity- 274 
Church of Romcf its fupreimacy not acknowledged in Ire* 

land IL 57 
Claupc, an eminent writer in the ninth century,, an 

account of him and his writing IL 185 
Clement, an eminent writer, iq the ninth century, an 

account of him and his writings IL 185* 
Cltrgyt the number of thofe that arc beneficed 1. 1 10— 

obliged to quit their fudion, and take to arms to defend 

their country IL 1 19— their zeal in rebuilding their mo- 

nafteries and re-eftablifliing the fchools detti^yed by 

the Danes 271 
Climate of Ireland, an account of it L 23, 24, .25, 26 
Coal mines f See Collieries. 
CoBTHACH, Monarch of Ireland— ttory of him and hit 

brother — killed his brother treacheroufly— ^reigned fe* 

venteen 
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Ibeihg deftroyed-«-«rcaped with a fra6hire in his fkAlt 

I. 227*S-^is diftinguiflied as an able and accompUflied 
Prince«*«^took the Bards under his protediion and pre- 
vented their expulfion 230— is far frorti being happy 
in his family or himfelf«*i-Jinftances of it-^ied Ijarj 

Co NKoii, Monarch 6f Irelandi^ncouraged faSion by 
his own exaniple-*idrew out his army againft the inha« 
bitants of Ulftef^ and made a great flaughter of them 

II. 89-9o--*after a reign of fourteen years. died a natu- 
ral death ccnfured 92 \ 

. Connor O Brian, governor of North Munfter H. 
241 _ 

Cork, County of> a tenth of the i^hcle kingdom, I. i i-^an 
account of it 20 

C0RMAC9 contrives the death of Mac Cokn I. 270— 
makes a great entertainment in Ulfter— -nafrowly ef- 
capes being murdered at it 271 — applies to the Oilill 
Olom family to affift him in his revenge— Engages the 
Monarch Fergus — defeats him— mounts the throne 
by the name of Cormac O'Conn 272 — ^a ftrange 
talc of Keating's concerning him 273 — his wife a;id 
excellent adminiftration 274 — his fuperior' magnifi- 
ence to all other Irifh Moriarchs-^not content with 
domeftic grandeur— fets up three fchools at Tara— 
anecdote concerning him— *a fable*, ditto— one of his 
eyes ftruck out with a Javelin delivers up the reins of 
government— -retires to a cottage— lives many years 
in the ftudy of Philofophy— writes a book of advice 
to Kings— renounced Polylhcifm — filences the Druids, 
in a difpute — dies 276-287 

Cormac Mac Cuillinan, King of Munfter and 
, Archbifhop of Cafhell — ^his care and abilities in reftor- 

ing the happinefs of the Irifli II. 121 — fent a demand of 
provifions for his table at Calhellj^ of the inhabitants, 
at the feaft of Eafter«>^bis demand refafed— celebrated' 
tfie valour of the tribe of Dalgais^ and why 122*3 — 
tried the affedions of his fubje3s on another occafion 
— not more fucccfsful — perftiaded by his council to in- 
vade the province of Leinfter — raifed a numerous army, 
and prepared for the expedition — foreknew by a pro- 
phetic fpirit that he ftiould lofc his life in the aSion — 
fettled his private affairs, and made his will in verfe — 

fent 



ftht for LoRVAK KUig of Tbrnnond-^taikd -a coiin- 
itii of the nobility mid cinef officetSf and fetdcd the 
fttcceflion on him after his deatlnMhis nominatiofi an- 
nuliedy and the crown given to another^— put hiipfelf 
at the bead of his trooysf-marched towards Leitifter 
•«— fent a herald with h& terms* or to declare war-~ 
declared his readinefs* to accept the propofal in anfwer^ 
and defirtid brs fewn^ite ^ ^x^fet it ii-^apbraitfed 
by him t^ith coWaj^ee^^eiiie^ the c1iarge4M:fuppref- 

• ftd his HMttn^t i«M retH^d «e his tet)t««**fent for his 
<»Mftfafibr, liiid add«d tf 'Cddicil to his will 1 23-3 1 ^won 

• % th^ mkks'fff MAfttAea to- ac-eept the King of Lein- 
Wtr*< temi&^'^tfflavedl^his faVdtinte7--oi'defed the ar- 
my bfl^a^t^b td b«itffe^<^ l^dfAtDa^ed ibe fecond divifioh 
i^s feitte ft^udt "with a jmnnk-^-Mhifig from his horfe 
itiU) A }>i4*^^efkloMtc4-^4inig fl'orri hid horfe and his 
tiedk4)i«ft^n«<*-hi»chat^aaer^hisl¥ilt rj^'V 

C^Jbtty. (^CttftoitM. 

Omktih, liofibfMl, m ac66imitf t. $^ 

Qfu/i$iin, MiacciiutTtnf'L II 

C^Hii legal aiid fpirttu^U aD actouitt of !< tO;) 

G€»x> €irK.I(?fiiAK4>* his rldktiteus raalbfi for the tiame 

of Sccitta i« 5 
GKiiirr«AK I. tf ^k^weifilt fadioh foniied agdihft htm*^ 
' iKaads the Irifh foijccfs to tba affiftance of the Pids 

ligaiflft the Rotnans in Britain»^ctefeafs Ihem and re- 

tiirtis Vith many fpoils ^eartied many military arts of 

his enemies*M«igned 16 year^^^diee I. 1^4! -a. 
Crimthan IL nremorable for his eipeditiDns into Gaul 

and Britain — poifofleci by bis (iftei- L 503 
GtitMTitANy King df LeiAfter refiifcs the Boronoean 

tritote — has a balHe with the Monarch*-«dereats hini 

jItidtAkef htm ^Hftmer^^M-eleafts him iipon his oath ne- 

tt^r mof^ to exflfi it 1 1. 24 
Grdfs-bG^fSi an inftrmtt^m of war unknof^h to thelriih 

H. 263 
Cfowhf :the contcft fot the, decided by tli« mo(t powerful 
• army, and the greateft intereftln ihe ftate, attd not by 

the laws of the Conftitution II4 235 
CvkUt OLotHAiK> appcinted adfhlniflratot' of Ireland 

*^ow this accounted for^-^ati eminthi poet atid hifto** 

ria«''-'<Ked fi. 2^9 
Cvt'nvFhhiHH^ biAory abounds wtth^i^ eJcplotIs J. 233 
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Cf//?0m/> .ancisent^ an account of L 124 < . 
CuTHBEfiT^ an eminent Biihop of the feventh '.centHry^ 
— account of him and his worka I. 7$ 

D. 

« 

I 

T\AlgaiSf the tribe of, diftinguiflied their loyalty^— (heir 
extraordinary valour celebrated by Cormac in his 
pfalter> and why — the defcendents of Oilill Olom^ 
who had the Countfry of Thompnd — ^refented an affront 
to their King of Munfter^-made him the prefents which 
had been refufed-—refen ted another affront to their King: 
II. 1 23*4 — the guards of Brian in his march to Tara to 
dethrone Mal ACHY i77T-thtir vigour and intripidity 
in the battle of Clontarfe'-^rediiced in their number—- 
their refe^itm^nt of the pretenttons of the Eugeni- 
ans — the great refolution of the wounded— acquire 
more fame by their valour — ^an affe&ing fcene betweei^ 
them and their General ^14-19— -put a difgrace on 
the King of Oflfery and his army-^N-marched tvome 221 
-— ^received fuch a defeat as they had never known be- 
fore—their force broken by their diflenfipns 242 . 

Dalriadhf in North Britain^ driven back4)y the Pids in-^ 
to Ireland IL 39 — they regain their pofleflions 40*— 
ere£l a monarchical government in Scotland 4l—»pay 
the tribute to the crown of Ireland with gr^t reluc** 
tance for fome time — refufe it abfolotely 48 — deliver*- 
eid from it 54 

Danes f their origin — their fevcral names-r-their piracies 
and afibeiations-— tiieir Kings (hare the fpoil and com-^-, 
. mand their fleets — make great de vacations in England^ 
Ireland, and France — ^had different appellations in dif- 
ferent countries — their (irft intent in invading Ireland^ 
plunder II. 81-3 — invade thecoaftsof Munfter with a 
fleet of 50 fail — vanquiihed by the Irifh and obliged to fly 
to their Ships» make another attempt on the province 
of Ulfter— deftroyed the Abbey of Bangor — are defeat- 
ed by the Irifh and driven out of the kingdom 84-5 — 
unite under TuRGESius, a Norwegian Prince, as their 

- . common Leader — their cruelties on the Iri(h«*^had a 
bloody battle with the people of Leinfler'^efeated 
them 88-:90--rbf gill to buijd fgrtifio^tiops Aill called 

I * ^ Daiiiflx 
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Danifh raths or mounts— ^^thr^w up hiits for the Sepul- 
chres of their Generals^^meet with a fignil overthrow 
-—attacked by the troops of Miinfter and Leinfter— <le- 
feated'^end for a reinfofccment—befieged the city 6t 
Dublin*— take it by ftorm — build a caftle, had* a pitched 
battle with the Irifli and were defeated 94-7-^the bon- 
dage which they held the natives infupportable — account 
of it 99-104 — weredifpirited 00 the loft of their Mo- 
narch TuRGESiOs*— thofeoh the coafts leave the ifland 
^-tfae others retreated into their cities and fortifications 
— thefe aflfaulted and ftbrmed and inoft of the Dane^ 
flain 108-— hoped to regain a fettlement in Ireland-^' 
fend a fleet of fhips with merchandize and arms con- 
cealed under three of their beft Generals — with the 
confent of the Irifh occupy the maritime towns and re- 
build Waterford^ Dublin, and Limerick-^— infulted the 
natives daily-^-their device to make the Irifh afllfl to 
their own deflrudion— 'begin the fecond Dahifh war 
1 1 a-i 3— obtain a viSory over the Norwegians and 
drive them out of the ifland— are commanded by Ami^- 
. LANUS a Prince of Denmark, and reduce the natives 
114-15— overthrown in battle and moft of them flain 
—engage in another under Amelanus, iii Ivhich the 
proved fuccefsful 11 6- 17 — had a pitched battle with 
the royal army in Ulfter and were totally rotited and 
driven out of the ifland 1 18-— make a frefh invafion and • 
fucceed — fend home for a reinforcemeiit-^renew their 
hoflilities and take Dublin ^y florm— engage the royal 
army and defeat it — make iticurfiolis into the province 
of Munfler — the wife and fiftcrof their General takeh 
prifoners — abandoned that province and join their coun- 
trymen in and about Dublin 139-41— worfled in a fea 
fight — driven out of the ifland with great flaughter 
157-60— engaged and defeated by the ICing of Munfler 
/—routed foon after in Ulfter—were difpirited-^ceafe 
from all hoflility— returned to their former violencei 
—defeated in the province of Conaught i62-4*^Con- 
verted to Chriftanity 165— fifteen hundred taken into 
pay againfl Brian— engage and are defeated-^theif 
fucceft under their General Godfrey againft the royal 
army*— tfae fuccefs of anothier body of therti under Ame-* 
LAN OS,— the deflruftion of thofe of them who inhabit- 
ed Limerick 166-170— -thofe m Dublin atucked by the 

tj i Monarch 
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Monarch — a bloody battle enfiiesr— aflift^d by (he pri- 
mate— lofe their three Generals — make war upon Lein- 
fler — fight the battle of Tara'againft Malacmy 1L 
and are defeated — befieged by hini at DubKn and yield 
the ciiy — reduced to great extrefheties — the hard con- 
ditions impofed on them— received reinforcements and 
exert themfelves to the great danger of the Iridi 1 70-4 
— endeavoured to difturbthe public peace— thcfc incur- 
fions amply revenged — th^r final exicifldn 189 — nOnc 
fuffered to live in Ireland who were not Ch'riftians — 
many of them made Biihops — their tribute to the Mo- 
narch 196 — defeated at the battle of Clohtarfe 207-^ 
ftew the Monarch &<.ian in his tent ^8 — beaten 
by him in twenty ikirmilhes and twenty nifie battles 
211 — loft their Generals and two fons of rhieir King of 
Denmark — their power effeftually deftroyed 212 — 
chaftiz^ed by Malachy for their rebellion — macte an 
attempt againft the King of Leinfter — ihoronghly de-. 
feated by his fucceffor— -their intereft in Ireland totally 
extinguilhed 223-5 " 
Danonians, See Tuat de danans— their government con- 
tinued one hundred and ninety feven years *tiH the invA- 
fiori of the Milefians— their idols, a log of wood, the 
plough-fhare and the fun — the affembly at Tailtean iri- 
I ftituted'by one of their Monarchs like the Olympic 
games — they fpoke diale&s oF the ancient Celtic — eafi- 
ly conquered by the Milefians I. 166-7— their treaty 
with Amergin— the end of their government 177-8 
Dathy, the laft pagan Monarch — reigned twenty three 
years — fuccefsful in Gaul—killed by a thiinder-boH 
near the Alps— interred in Ireland II. 307. 
Declan, a Bifhop in Ireland before Patrick 11. 4 
DEGAb^ expelled the province of Ulftrt* — puts himfelf 
under the proteSion of Duach Monarch of Ireland 
—-made his friend and confident-*-elefted King of both 
Munfters — his pofterity fill" the monarchy of Scotland 
and Ireland I. 220 
Delagrose, a General of the Earl of Pembroke's 
fent by him with Fitzqerald another General into 
Ireland^ — they land near Waterford, threw up a fmall 
fort in hafte to defend tlidn^felves from th*^ inhabitants 
11. 258 — guilty of an indifcretion in kadingiiis men 
out of the fort to charge the Irifli-*-<:ohvinced of his 
' ' ' • - miftake 
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ihiihik'e«--4ried to regain the fort but could not, and be- 
ing made defperate by his fituatioh obliged the Irifh to 
retreat 259*^-comnianded the centerof the Englifli in 
their attack of the Irifh camp 265*— fent into England 
to makd the fubrhiifion «rf the B'arl of Pemisroke < nd 
hU Generals to King Henry — fent back by the King 
who would n<^ accept it without the lEari's perfon^l 
appearance 268 
Dermop I. impatient to mount the throne-— gets his pre- 
dece(£3r. killed — defeated in battle and obliged to fly — 
fights- a feoond bai-tleSvith no better fugcelb-^kill'd II. 

Dermod II. and Plathmac joint monarcbs feven years, 
and die of the plague II. 5.9 

DERHiAOD MAC MAI. Nambo, formed a party for Tur- 
l,aQH> to make hira Monarch II. 229 — revoked againft 
Do)70GH» and carried lioftilities into Munfter — plun- 

' deved and burnt Waterford 230-^£hared the fovereign 
power with Turlogh — reduced the province of Mun- 
(terunder* obedience to Turlogh and himfelf 23 1— ^ 
queued an infurredion of the fon of Donogh- — chafes 
him into Conaiight-«*-and kill'd in battle by the King 
of Meath 232 

DcRMob, King of lAm&tt^ frequently chaftifed by the 
Monarch Turlogh H. 243— had an intrigue with the 
wife of the King of Bref&iy — carried her away 248 — is, 
attacked with an army by her hufband and obliged to 
4teave the kingdom-^toft the affe6^ions of his people— 
aU his 'Princes and Chiefs renounced his authority*^ 
wei^t to France to adk aififtance from Hekry lid. of 
England^^f^it to England with letters of recommen- 
d^ion from him to his minifters — authorixed to inlift 
any men and carry tbem with him to Ireland 249 — 
went with thefe letters to Briftol— made ereat offers to 
fuch as would go over with him to Ireland'*— entered 
into a treaty of alliatice with Strongbow, to whom 
he engaged to give his daughter in marriage — ^wind- 
bound at St. David's^— applied to the Biflrop there, 
and 40 Maurice Fitzgerald, to get him the aflif- 
tftnce of R. Fitz STEPHEK-^fucceeded in that nego- 
tiation — ^went to Ireland in difguife, and repaired to the 
albeyofPernc 250^fcnt his fecretary into Wales to 
fz\h recruits— received a meffenger from Fitz Ste- 

U 3 PHEMT 
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PHEji to notify his having landed on the ceaft pf Wcacr 
ford— direded all his adherents to join him with the 
greateft hade and privacy— joined the Engliih with five 

, hundred — attacked the city of Wexford and took it 
251*2 — made good his promife to Fitz Stephen by 
jgtving him a good reward t^ere-r^engaged the King of 
pffory and defeated him-r-informed the Engliih Gene- 
rals of the danger of a defile they were to pafs^ and 
trufted his pcrfon to their troops— ^they engaged and 
htat the Oflbrians by the management of sin Engliih 
General Prende rg as T-r— invaded the territories pjF 
Oflbry again, and defeated its army 252-3 — inoenfecl 
the Mcnarch and all the StatesT-profcribed by himr— 
made his peace by giving up his fon and iix other hofta- 
gesi ' and twenty-five nobles in gold to O RoURK in 
lieu of his wife— others fay a hundred punces 253-4'— 
jbreaks the peace he had made with the Monarch— 
inarched into Fingall and d^ftroyed it'with£re and 
fword — received hoftagesand prcients from the city of 
•Dublin 255-6— his ambition became- mprjB violent*^ 
determined to pufiihis conquefts-«confulted his £np;liih 
Generals — offered his daughter to them in marriage^ 
which is refufed,' and why — their adyice to. hiip 1^56-7 
— .difpatched i letter to Strongbow, to aflfure him of 
his promife if he would coihe over to Ireland to hk aflif- 
tancc 257— joins the Earl of Pembroke with great joy 
upon his landing 259-rcalled a cpuncif of war-rbeiieged 
Waterford and took it by'ilorni — rnarried his daughter 
to the Earl— marched to Dublin— reiblved fo chaftife 
the inhabitants for paft offences— fent Regan to fum- 
mon them to furriender the city 260-1— entered the ci- 
ty the fame day— foiind mUch plunder— deftroycd the 
territory^ of O Kourk vith fire and fword— the Mo- 
iiarch and other Prihcefs alarmed at this fuccefs— re- 
ceives a propofal from the Monarch, which he rejeQed 
with infolence 261-2— retorted his threat upon bini— 
in the midft of his fuccefies dies-^a memorable exam- 
ple of the folly of humiin vanity 262-3' 

PicHU, converted and baptised by Patrick— dedicated 
the ground to God on which his converlion was 
wrought, and built a Church 11. 10 

Diocejetf a regulation of them in a fynod in i 1 52 I, 22 

^- ' . • '• : * DiopoRUs 

>• '■ ■•■ • • > 



I. . N .. D . E X, 295 

DuoDORUa SicuLtJs> ^paflage quoted fr<)m Jiini> by 
SiAiiPH and RowLAi?D 1. 74-75 

Dw^ftf Eccleli^ftic^lf' of th^e Ifland L21 

DiUMAy aa eminent ecckfiaftick of the feventh century-f- 
an account'of him II. 7 J . 

Donald 4ind Fergus joint Monarchs for a year — fight 
the army of Munfter—- defeated it — and die 11. 45 

Donald IL dies a natural death 11. 59 . •. 

Don'ai«dIII. enjoyed the monarchy tN¥enty years and 
died a. natural death If. 65 

D0NALD9 King of the Daifl^^ takes a body of. Danes 
into his pay — invades the province of Mufifter — isenr 
ggged by Brian in battle~defeated and flai^ IL 167 • 

Donald IV. mounted the throne— ^invaded the pro- 
vince of Conaught and takes many prifoners IL 169 ^ 
.-^engs^ed the Danes— ^the viSory given to neither- 
abdicated the throne — went to Armagh and ended his 
daysasaMonk 171^2 , 

Donald O Lochlin> claimed the monarchy II. 235 
— had the fovereign command of the fouthern half 
of the kingdom— •ftruggled - for the whole twenty 
years— .prjCferved fhew of fovereignty to his death 236, 
240 

D0NO6H I. afcended the throne — reigned twenty-feven 
years, and died a natural death II. 66 

DoNOGH II. mounted the throne — made an inconfiderable 
figu^fs in a reign of twenty-five years II. 140 — on ill 
t^nns with the King €>{ Munfter— is informed by ""the 
D^ifli General of a fcheme to deftroy him:r-con- 
fented tp it-*— promifed his friendfhip and alliance to 
him. after its execution i42-^3fter an inglorioiis reign 
of twenty-five years, died a natural death 1 65 

DoNOGH JIL fon of Brian, brought the bodies of his 
father and brothers to Kilm^inham, after the battle of 
Qantarfe — ^commanded the Momonian army in their 
march hofm^ IL 213 — fuppofed to confpire againft his 
brother—- tries out of ambition for the monarchy 214 — 
required' to retinquifii his pretentions to tlie crown 
of Muniler, his anfwer^— communicated both to the 
amiy 215-216 — ^his care of thp^ wounded— which is 
Tefufed 2 1 6-— is required to fend hoAages to the King 
^ Offory— his anfwer 217-21S— conununicated it to 
|us army — his care aga^ of the wounded, and again 

U 4 refufed 
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— marched home zao-a&i-^febe States eff ^be 4AigT 
dom incend'd agaififl him; on a 'riiinpyr-'^<bM <4^ili^ 
(conceriied in hk bretber^^d^th^^his eie(Sk>ilFf>rft«tiit^ 
j£d by it 227-8--7left the ifland--<wentto€^»i«aRiyflfld 
made the Eniperor'«'Genef2lK»-fetfirned hoflM'^i^oirQ 
provipice of Munfter reconciled to him*— a%tted his 
right to the nionarchy on MAlacht's deith««flC* 
knowledged in the fouthern haff and in fome pMa of 
the other — a ftrong party forniM agamft hkm -si^- 
229— raised a great army^^nd ravaged inany tet^ilmie^ 
-•-IS attacked by the King of Breffney by fea and 
land-^his fuccefs againft- that kingdom ^jOrr^hi^ mind 
fubdued«-4>btiged to leare Ireland-^went to Rome wjth 
, the crown, which he gave the Popcj andpromifed tp 
' fubje6t ♦he kingdom to him if h6 would reftore faim 
—dtlappointed in his expedations-^takes a retigious 
habit, and ends his ()ays in >Sh Stephen^s Mytf tt 
Rome 23ir2 

DoNoc-H MAC Garth Y, made govei'nor rf the fou- 
thern part of Munfter 11.241- 

DoNouQH, General 6f the troops of 'Munftdf, font to 
refcue their kingdom from the hands of SiTRi(6ife— 
his zeal and aSivjty in getting them ready 11. r^ 
--in what manner addreffed hj KENWEi^Y'-a*' tSfefr 
departure 151 — raifed contribtiUons in Gonaugttt for 
the fnpport of his arniy— his prudence and good con- 
duct in it^^enraged at not finding the Ki^ ^t Ard- 
magh with the enemy 15-2— gives them no quarter 
— marched to DundaHc^ in order torecovtr theflf»^a- 
gain difappointed by the^King 1>etng remold on bo^rd 

Profnceat, the Parliament held there, and -feir what pur- 
pofe II. 48 — laws pafled in it -5$ 

PruidfyAu -account of them 1/ 74rr!-not fo much poi^ef4s 
thofe in tj^ul or Britain •^cfi fenipufloti^ • iii their 
rules— one hundred and eighty *tra€b bumf 1^ 8*. 
Patrick Sir-dcicribed by Cjefar 82rrBOtbiftg »but 
their Arcana committed to writing i46*-rth^lf grettt 
power (baken by GpRMAc H. 5 " - 

pu A^H, Monac&h ofli^nd-:1>roteas I^TGAb* freiti kis 
enemiesTrmakes hinr his friend and Gonfi4^flt*:*r-piVr 

. •«««?? • 
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-mttM him ft oeafidesBtble tarr^oiy in Munft^ afad is 
flaoi L 290 

DuUin^ its fitttaiiooj {i?€^ . 4^aabed~lJjibrerfity» ac- 
cpnnb of, I* 15, 165 1 T^^ifli^pcidb in tb»t provbce 
2Q!-»the |rioce of .refag^ for the Danes-o^^beficged and 
.tiAen by ftotmll. i73^bttrnt \kj Mia achy Z2i^in^ 
vefted by Dermod, taiken and plundered 26i9*^tbe 
;ree of it treBted into an ai;c)ibi0iopric 271 

jDoiftcjiAv/on of KEMKEDYyaccompanied Ceallachan 
to his intended marriage-r-fell into the fnare laid for 
.tbeo^fiiytakea p^iloiier IL Lfp^-^ee Csa^lach ak. 

E 

• . ■ • 

EAgna» 'a Piieft, took great pains to. bring an union . 
ampng the hiftk, and.acconiplifli it, IL 115 ^ /^ 
Eajier^ a .dnagreqnent in itbe iy-nod about the tinus of "^ 
keeping it n. 57^-*a controvaify about the .tinDekeep<- 
ing it 76 • ' 

Swrnntiai palaqe of, deftroyeiiL ij^^-^hmh hj Kims ATH 

Ewl^Jli^kx^hUbf admitted .toa.ihare in the legiilatuiier-- 

bat under reflridion^ .IL.90-r-wbat.thcy fliottld .kam 

rfinom S. Pa.trick 3.1 
Ecclejiaftical writers, very free with the dkt judg* 

menCs of heaven II. 4I< ^ 
Ecclejiajlieal Conjure, cpntroverfy about il--»rfifl«ftipn pn 

it II. 7tf 
EiiBKsGOLy a .peaceable^ wife) and good noonarch— - 

F^gncd five years — kitted I. 237 
Ed w.AR,D JHl bis conuniffion to niake tryal of the mines 

of .goId:aiid^fthner I. 48 . 
Bgicont, 'BsmV of, his account of the precedency of 

Irifli Peers I. 102— ♦3 
EiTHi^AELy Monarch for twenty years, and Skilled in bat* 

tie by a fon of Heber I. 186-7 
Elim, placed on the throbe by the rebels in the fecond 
. Plebeian war*— proves a tyrant — exafperated the peb- . 

pie — flain I. 246 
Elizabeth, Queen, heranfwer to Lord Audley, about 

precedency I. 104 
JBifLf, made the archiepifcopal feeof Munfter IL 16 

England, 
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Engiandj Its juft title to a jurifdtdion over Ireland I: 
loft its market for wool^ how 42 — ignorant of its true 
interefty a capital error 43— «tbe great advantage of its 
trade with Ireland^— -its pernicious maxim relating to 
k 44 — gains from Ireland alone i»4oaf€>oo/.'a^year9 
its intereft to encourage the trade of Irdand 45-^*-its 
intereft that the Irifh 3iould coin their own mohey 1 22 
owed its converfion principally to Iriih Monks IL 58 
— its conftitution proftituted more freely than that of 
Ird^and 234 I ' 

^ Englijbf their great TucQefs under the Earl of Pembroke 
in Ireland II. 260-263 — befieged in their turn by 
the Irifh in Dublin, and- reduced to great diftrefs 
264 ' ^ 

Englijb government, by whom* carried on, and their ap- 
pointments 1. 97 * 
Englijh bj/lorians, not impartild^. I. 175 ' -" k ' 
Englifi> Kings, their authority at firft very fxnall 1. 15 
EngUfrPaley^ticxihcAl.i^ 
Envy, its effeds, aninftanceof it II. 167 
EocKAD, Prince of Leinfter^^provobes the refehtment 
ofNiAt the Great— efcapes into Scotland, and;)i«es 
in exife-Mgets a command in the Scotch' army ^ ^uxilia--^ 
ries with Nij^ll to Gftul, and kills him I. 305-6:; 
£rigena, John, an emient writer in the ninth century, 
an 'account of him IL 1S6 
^ Eva, daughter of Dermod, married to the Earl of 
Pemibroke It 260 \ • • 
V Eugene tbe Great, called alfo Mogha Ntjadat, 
makes war againft the King of. Munfler*^rives him 
out of tbe province— banifhy the Degad txAonj — 
was driven out of the kingdom<»wIived nine yqars in 
Spain — marries a princcfs of that country — aSifted by 
the Spaniards with a fleet and army— ^recovers Mun-^ 
fter — obliges Conn to divide the ifland with him, 
called afterwards Leath Conn and Leath ^Mogha—^ 
flain, I. 261-3 
JEuGENius, Pope, fent four Palls to Ireland II. 17 
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tj^bte, mythological of Morak's collar I. 244 
^ Fables, no mark of forged or falfc hiilory — an Irre- 
fragable proof of its high antiquity— contain a part 
of the hiftory of the times — that of the ears of the 
Monarch Labra I. 214-215 — as numerous in the en-* 
lightenM age as before it II. 2 
^a/Iipn, its detriment to the fiate L 265-— a great one in 

the family of Conn 269— its terrible eflFeas II. 89 
JFailb|ie> King of Defmond^ made Admiral of the 
Iriih fleet IL iji — ^feeks the flilp of the Danifh Gene- 
xal— boarded it — ^unbound Ceallachan— -his fpirit 
and aSivity not to be equalled i55--«over-power'd 
by numbers and flain 156 
/*«/>, celebrated one» on the ift of AuguA» in honour 
, of Qaeen TAH^TEAN'^uftoms at it L 25 1 
jFavorite,. of a monarchy their geheral fate L 29^-^the 

bad e£Feds of one II. 130. 
Fearoall^ advanced to the throne — engages the King 
and Province of L^inAer in battle — de^at^d and (lain 
"II. 62.3 
Feidlim, Monarch, furpamed the Legiflator— his ex- 
cellent adminiftration — eftabliflied the law of retaliation 
—•dies— reflexion on it I. 258 
^EiDLiMj King of Munder, r^pulfed the Danes> and 

drove them out of the Kingdom IL 86 
Pelim or Feipum^ King of Munfter, entered into ho- 
ly orders and prefided as Archbifhop over the fouthern 
y half of the ^ingdom-^^carried his arms into iht northern 
part and harrafled the natives— cenfuried— turned 
Monk, and was a hermit to bis death II. 91-2 
F^edach, furnamed the Juft. eleded Monarch by 
means of Moran— raccount of his ugright admini- 
ftration — reigns 21 years — dies L 243 
fERGUs, furnamed of the Black Teeth, how he ac- 
quired the monarchy — foon engaged in battle— flain 
—I. 271-2— diftinguifljed as the firft King of Scotland 
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Fergus and DokalD} joint Monarchs for a year-"— 
fight with the army ofvliunfter— defeat it — both die 
foon after IL 45 

f ernes y the Archbjflioprick pf the Province of , Lein- 
ftcr n. 17 

FiACttA li natural child of Angus— expofc^.to (ea — 
his poftcrity ^ filFed the ihrOnes qf Scotland apd Eng- 
land I. 219— after iXL unearfy reign of feveh years, 
miirdered in the fecond Plebeian war f . 245 * 

FiACHA II. matrjedthe daughter of a Prince of Wales 
— by whom ^e had a foil 6f great renown — -his reign 
peaceful and happy for 3c yeafs— dies.1. 206^ 298 - 

FiATACH, in three years after Tils eleSion td the throne, 

killed r. 24s \ ; • ' '^ ;■ ' •' ; ^ ; 

Ftteabs broach c into difgrace— faved from ej^TUon by 
Connor 1. 229, 230 ' ' " 

FiNACHTA I. fon of .Ollam FoDLA, fucceccies .hi|ll> 
reigns twenty years, and dies a natiiral deadi t. 1^8 

Fin AC HT A II. fate on the throne twenty years — ^re- 
markable for expenfive enteijtainments — eiigk^e^ 'me 
province of Leinfter ill .battle, defeats them, i^eni^t- 
ted the tribute of cattle— killed II. 60 ^ '."." ^ 

Finan, an eminent Biihop in the feventh'jfceittury^an 
account of him and his wridnga II. 72-*-Sie ftory ,.of 
his "Quarrel with CoiVmb CiLt 45 ' , '^ '^,^'/ "- 

FiNGALL, fecond to the Irifli AdniWal, ref(5lved td re- 
venge his death— ^boarded* the D^nifii Genera^^sTKij^ 
finding he , could not conquer, c^tched hitn in ^iV ^tms, 
^nd ^hrew hii^ with himfelf into the fea II. '1 $(J' '^ , 

F»^N, General of Militia, an account of hW?. jsfl^ 

Fire, facr^d, an ediifice built for it~no dthet firfe fuffer- 
ed in the kinerdomon the night or the i ft bf OQo- 
bcrll^ "^ • '■ • 

firJbo^f,' S^e Belgse or Belgians. 

FiTZGEitALD, WILLIAM, a general of ' the Earl 'of 
Pembroke's, fent by him with De la GkbsE into 
Ireland-r-tbey land with a few followers" near \ya- 
terfojrd, diid threw up a fm^ll fort in hafte''^to de- 
fend themfelv^s from the inhabitants II. 258 

FiTzaERALD, MauWice, arrived with fome friends 
and foldiers from Wales at Wexford — prevailed on 
Dermod, in concert with Frrz Stephen his bro- 
ther-in-law, to break the peace he had made with the 

monarcji 
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* mooarcli 11^ a59 — marched with, him and his ara^ 
into Fingall^-i'efufed the OjBFer of DeIimod's dau^ter^ 
cand wh)r-«*his advice to him 256 

Ftxz ST£PH£]srf RoBsar* fakafed from his imprifon- 
^xneot in Wales^ at the the reqwft of Dskm6d> King 
of Leinfter^ on condition diat he fliouM afiifi him in 
Ireland II. 250— made great promiies to his fbUoU^« 
•cis-' sw e nt over vrith a few^ to.Ireland««<^ent ootxcecf 
his arrival to DERMOD'^^Otned hf him and his army^ 
took the city of Wexford-— received his reward pro- 
mifed by Dermod — ^aflifted hini in defeating the 
army of the King of Oflbrjr ^5 1-2— taken prifoner by 
thelriih 264 

Plaithertach, enjoyed the fovercigtity ftvenye^i— 
refigned. the crb^i ^3 rfetomqd Mohk II. 64 

FiAN, afcended ihe throne—invaded the Proyitice of 
Mdrtttet, jiluhdered the irihabltaiiits, arid iriade many 
prilpners II. 120.-1 — upbraided his foldier^ for want 
of htimanity— lamented the.hiftabHity of Hdnlan great- 
heft— 6i-dered the body of Cormac tobe fearched foi-, 
and when found td be intetred 13^— marched to Of- 
fory to fettle thp fucceffion— returned xi/ith bis army 
to his own palate 137— reigned 37 years and died a 
liatttral death 1 39 

Fl-aherty,. Abbot of Iriifcatby> favourite b{ Cormac 
MAt CulLLENAK, iidvifed him to invade the province 
of Leinfter II. 125 — thrown froni his horfe into a 
ditch— this interpreted by the army as an unlucky 
omen— accepted prefents from the King of Leinfter, 
tho* he ufed his intereft againft him 129 — upbraided 
th^ King of Munftcr with cowardice^ — copfulted his 
own. paffions inftead of the King's intereft, as all fa- 
vourites do 130 — ^acciifed as the author of the war— ^ 
oAVflA not be foftened into^ a compliance with the term^ 
«ffer«d— <oiYimaiided the firft divifion of the army 152 
-—taken pri(bner-*-upbraided in the moft opprobrious 
language— injprifoii^ .feveral years— -retired to hift 
monafliery — called to the throne of Miuifiery which;: 
he/governed well to his death 138 
Fo^^ARtTHACH filled the throne a little .jnore than a 

year-skilled in battle II. 64 . 
FMo'rinrif^ or Gisf^* 1?P«ne into Ireland I. r53*-^evoic 
affeih againft the |^[efn.edians, and oppreQed ^em jV4- 
. . ' * merciful- 
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mercifutt^«-dro¥e by them out of the tfland — ^return 
from Africa with freih forces and fubdue the Neme- 
dians I56*'— aname for any tranfmarine nationr— fettle 
in the north of £ngland---engaged by the Nemediana 
in three battles^ in which they were the conqueror^ 
but defeated in the 4th 155-6 

Fofiering, See Cuftoms. 

FuR8£Us» an eminent Monk of the 7th century— ^an ac^ 
count of him and his works- L 73 

G. 

^Alwayy an account of I. 20 

^^ Gavelkind f law of, explained I. 115 

Gilbert^ Bifliop of Limerick^ and the Pope's legate^ 
an eminent writer in the i2tb century*— an account of 
him 11. 275 

Godfrey, Ueneral of the Danes, hisfuccefs IL 169 

Gold Rings and Chains, firft introduced in Ireland L ISO 

Gomerians, confounded with the Scythians 1. 58 

Goji/red, See Cuftoms. 

Govertjifnent in Ireland, an account of I. 92— monarchi- 
cal,' but eleSive, from the beginning 92— Eccleiiafti- 
c^, what no ^^ 

Greeks and Romans, as barbarous as the nationt which 
they call foil. 13 

H. 

HALIFAX, Lord, a refolntion of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in his favour — his generous refufal of it 
T. 98 

Harris, his account of thelrifti learning the. Latin let- 
ters I. 66— of the round towers 129— his opinion of 
the miftakes about John Erigeka II. 186 

Harbours^ of Ireland, an account of I. 38 

Heber, divides the government with IfcREMON— pof- 
fefles the two provinces of Muft^r — has a quarrel with 
his bpother-^is defeated and flain— reflexions on that 
quarrel I. 179, 180,-1 

Henry L faid 10 have had the King of Ireland, and his 

fuceeflbrs, at his devotion II. 237 

Henry 
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HsNRT II« encouraged the Kingof Leinfferin attempt- 
in*g to regain his government^ and gave him leave to 
enlift men II. 249 — his duplicity with Strong bow, 
concertaing his Iriih expedition 258*— becanae alarmed 
and jealous of Pembroke's fuccefs in Ireland^ and 
why 167— -publiihea. a .proclamation to recall them, 
which; anfwered his purpofe — not fatisfied with the 
terms of their fubmiffion brought by De la Grose 
-— fent him back to demand Pembroke's attendance 
in order to give an account of his condud: 268-9 — ap- 
proved the conditions which. Pembroke offered on 
his arrival— "fent him back to I]:eland, with an aflTu- 
rance of following him to compleat the conqueft of 
Ireland— went over to Ireland with 400 Ihips — ^land- 
ed at Waterford, and received the homage and fub- 
fliiflion of all the Kings in the iiland without ftriking 
a blow 269 
Hercules^ the Egyptianconqueror of Spain I. 173 
Heremom, the firft Milefian Monarch I. 178— divider 
the government with his brothef Heber — ^built a roy- 
al palace called Teamor— has a quarrel with his bro- 
ther — who is defeated and flain 1 79-1 81 — his go- 
vernment interrupted-r-(Iays his brother Amergin, di- 
vides the country amongft his nephews and officers 
182— dies— is fucceeded by his three fons'i 8 7 
Hero DOT us, his midake about the Scythians I. 58 
Hsiernf'a, different reafons given for that name I. 3, 4 
Hijiorian^ how diftinguiflied from the annalifl I. 294 
Hiftoriansy their account of the anceflors of the Irifb 
incredible I. 126— degraded if they perverted from 
the truth; and punifhed by a law 149-^their midake 
about the death of Crimthan 304 — their error about 
Patrick's (kill in the Irifli language 11. 10— their 
error in accounting, for public councils 145?— old 
onescenfured more than ihey deferve L 145-6 
Hijiorical fyjiems two ways to try the truth of them 

I. 161 
Hijlory of Ireland, a natural fign of its Antiquity — a 
good foundation for it in the fonnets of their bards I. 
147— to be confidered under four different ages — its 
firft age fabulous — its fecond obfcure — the- third the 
enlightened — the fourth the hiflorical 150 — its bar- 
rannefs a proof of its' authenticity 190 

Hijlory, 



303 



304 



INDEX. 

Hijloryt ancient, why fiiH of fiifate L 73-^-rf die IMl 

ages of any nation not an^ntic I* 144 
Houfe of Lords, df what it c6iffifts L loiB 
Houfe of CofftmohSf bow eleded afftl conAiltftei L 105 
Hugh I. obtaitis the crow n - H i tii ttt eStotA to put the Ptets 
under a n^w regulation, or expel thenl!l the kingdom-^ 
a tale told^ for the reafisti of it, «bfafd H. 46-7* 
— Ifiued a mand^rte for the Fariianieiit to meet at 
Dromceat 48-*-informed of the arrivitt of C^lum 
Ciii, aind his at^^ndants 50 — ^his Q^en p^rfoadts one 
of his fofitf to give them a public affront 51 — %asan 
aq interview wifh Colvm GiLt-'^apprGvesbtspirdpo- 
til to reftrain the nufnb^' of Poets^ ind to degrade 
the reft 52-^fends one of Hi^ fom ^t the tr^ ef an 
drmy to colled the Boromean tiibute, whb is d<^eated 
and flain — marches in peribn into*Leinft^r-''-knted 56 
Hugh ILand Colmah ruled the kingdom jointly for 

fix years™ fell by the fword H. 56 
Hugh III. afcended (he throne, reigned feven ^eafs and 

killed in battle II. 56 
Hugh IV. poffefled the croWn iiine years, <lai4i H. 64-5 
Hugh V. afcendcd the throne 11. 84 — infiftedim the 
Boromean tribute — commits hbftilities in the provhlce 
of LeinfterS? — after a troublefome i"cign of twenty- 
two years is killed in battle 89 
Hugh VI. afcended the throne — attacked tB^ Danes in 
a pitched battle in Ulfter- — routed them — died a na- 
tural death after fixtcon years reign U. 117 
HuGON'y, Monarch of Irehirtd thirty years — obliged 
the Pifts to pay the tribute — extends his dominion 
over the weHern ifles — aboliihed the pentarchical go- 
vernment—required all the Prmces to bind themfeives 
by bath to him and hii poftcrity to the exctufion of 
the other lines — flain by his brother 1. 206-7 
Huntington, Henry, his account of the firft peo- 

pHhg of Ireland 1. 57. 
Hy Niall Princes, an account of them II. 58— their 
pious ^eal arid moderation — rejeflied the fynodal de- 
crees of Rome — an idea of them not to be framed from 
what we fee of MtJnarchs now 183. 
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AfHETi his poftcrity inhabit Ireland I. ^5^.^ 
Ibbrj a Bifhop in Ireland before Patrick II. j^: 
Jberiai the pfdbttble origin of Hibernia L 4. 
yewsy found way« to prcfehrc their genealogies befor£ 

• letters were-tn vented L 161; 
Inhabitants of Ir elands anaccotintbf I. 58. 

InKes owiis that the Scots had their original from the 
Scots of I^eland-^-endeavoiirs te prove that thefe were 
not the Miltfians — allows the name of Scots to be the 

- fame as tliat of Scyths^ and Scythi and Stoti to be 
' the fame people-^the lad name given th^m by thef 

- Britons L .5 .-^brings the defcent of the Irifli frbni 
GoMER 58— ^endeavours to fhew the Irilh had not 
the ufe 6f letters^ this anfwcred 63-— his aderfion a- 
bout the Irifli alphabet 64-^objeas to the details of 
the Irifli hiftory^ and why 147 — albws there was? 
fome government in Ireland in the f0buk)U9ag^i5i 

/Fi/^rr^^rti/*i for five years 11.41. • . , - 
Introdu^hns to general hiflortes tod fuperficial I. ii 
irilandy its name^ called by many different one^ in apcl* 

- ent times-fi^the reafon of it--^dtfljnguiiheQ in the lat- 
ter ages by no other than Ireland^ Scotia, and Hiber- 
tiia I. 2*^its name of Scotia firft given it by L^u- 
RENCEy Archbiftiop of Canterbury 6— Sir Wm. Tem- 
ple's opinion of the name, Ireland— ^its name derived 
from lre-a*other reafons and c0fije3ares about it-^^^ 
difficult to determine which is true— its fitaation — dif- 
tance from England, Scotland, Fratic^i and Spain— -^ 
from Ho)y-tiead and Chefter'^^its extent and compafs 
6— contains ten millions of acres of land^ trtfli, . and 
feventeeh Engltfli — its- inhabitants above two milliona 
i»— 'greatly tinderpeopled-^the dtviiions made in it into 
provinces, counties, &c. 9, 10 — called Scotia before 
Scotland had that name 5 — an account of its clinoate 

• ^3, 24 — its foil i.1 — bogs 28, 29, 50 — lakes of* 
l6ughs 3f, 32— ^rivers 34-7^— an account of its har- 
bours 38 — what faid by Molyneux in its defence^ 
ind what againft it 39, 40 — not independent of Eng- 
land 40 — accoQnt^d a colony of England 4.1 — its lin^ 

• VoL.lI, ^ X neo 
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nen manufaSure the ftaple trade 42-— erroneoos no- 
tions concerning 11419421 — its imports^ an account of 
— takes a great quantity of our manufaSures 43^ 
its trade how beneHcial to England—its difadvantage 
to England formerly*— ^a pernicious maxinri relating to 
Ire(andi — ^almoft all its Unds in the pofle0ion of pro- 
teftants-^the improvements made in it the fame as if 
made in Englapdr^-its intereft defcribed 42^ 43^ 44^ 
45-^^an account of its woods 46, 47-^mines 48, 499 
50-3 — its original inhabitants 53*9— language 59, 68 
•—learning 68, 77— religion 77, 92 — government 92, 
1 1 r-^laws 1 1 1 - 1 20---<oin 1 20,-3 — cuftoms 1 23- 7 
*— manners 127-- its flate, ftone, and nwrble 52-3 — 
the only country which made hiftory and the learn- 
ed profeflions a patural caufe 72-^prime feat of learn« 
fng to all Chriflendom 76 — its converfipn to Chrif- 
tianity 84*^its religion defcribed by Archbifliop Usher 
85«-«Klivided into proteAants and papifts, as three of 
the former to eight of the latter 8 6---<behiiid other 
^ nations in arts and tndadry-— poiTefies advantages beyond 
iki neighbours I39«^the beft cuftomer in Europe for 
claret 140 — its great aniiquity tefiified by foreign au-» 
thers i49-50*-its hiftory to be conAdesed under four 
" ages 150 — feen from many parts of. England in ckat 
weather 159— -fir ft peopled by the Belgians from Eng- 
land, nine hundred years after ihe difperiion of m^n- 
- kind. 160— at what time peopled 161 — placM by Bo- ^ 
" CHART as one of the fir ft in his catalogue of Ja- 
' i^HffiTS dominions /3/V/*'-r«plac'd by Talsnts at the 

* head of eminent nations in the firft ages i^/W. — ge- 
nuin^e materiak left for its ancient hiftory 168 — the 

' arrival of the Mitefians, forms a principal epoch in 
ks hiftory 169— r had the the uf© of tetters near 
as early as that period 171 — its antiquities confirmed 

* by thofe of clher ilations 1 72— its government in fiift 
becomes ariftbcratical 11. 30 — the moft honourable 

* ihare of learning of any nation^ in Europe — England 
owed its convefion principally to the Momfcs of it 58 
~invaded by the Pi^s in Ulfter 6o-*by the Welfli, 
and by the forces of Egfred King of Northumber- 

« land — returned the cruelties upon the Englifti 6i— * 
the prime feat of learning to all Chriftendom 78 — 
fuperior in w^ahh and fertility to the country of the 

Danesj ^ 



* %r 11., T" ••» _ 

< iij D E X. J67 

0arie89 y^. 86"^a |>rodigious' change made ifi it by 
the calamities of the Danilli war 119 — had a refpite 
of fe^cn years from the Danes 120 — enjoyed nfiort 
peace and tranquillity thati it had done for many 
yfeah iai— its monarchy fail ed-^fufFercd ai] interre^- 
hurh of fcventy-two years-^totally ^xterfefnated the* 
Danes ind Not nT(ans«=^more honour done it in the ioth 
Dook than ahy other 226-^iis cbnftitiitioh hot proftir 
tuted fo freely as that of England 234 — Church of; 
free and independent till the middle of the i2tbceh-' 

Jnjh, their oHginal, J. 59«s-fftheir aftphabet difFefeht frohi 
the Romitn 62-^dld not borrow words from the La- 
tins as accufed by Innes 64*— :the loweft foi't, fefs ofe- 
ftinate and violent than th6 Weflli or . Scotch 89—" 
antierit, their manners i 26-^^military gen?u§ i32-^theif 
fnilitia i34-^theirdreft 135— their exefcifes i36-^their 
diet and conftitutioni of body i37-=^temper of miiirf 
and way of lifc-=^their gentry hofpitable arid polite 
i37-8^=^theif ^ifdom ih the tare of therr hiftory J49' 
•i— had received Chriflianity before the arrival of Pa- 
'i'RiCK fi. y — paid fid fiibmiflion to the fee of kome 
till the i2th century ^8-^affairs of its church 35 — . 
did iiot aclciiowledg^ . the authority Of Popes-^-^onfi- 
dere'd them only as Biftiopg of a particular diocefe— . 
Of at riloft but Patriarchs iS-^theif ipVafions of Bri- 
taifi i3^— tlieir converfioh n^ade tio alteration in go- 
ternttient i9'J«^the rfeaifori of thdr poof defence a'gsiinti 
the Dames — why {mpraSicable for th^m to enter intbf 
treaty with the Danes 84-=^"their natoral difpOfitibh-;— 
fefleiiohs 6n it ^5— the bondage they w^fe ^ held in by 
file Danes/ an acc6uht of it 98-i64-^refolved 6n thtf 
death of TCrgesius to throw off the yoke — reto- 
tered their fpiiit — aflaulted and ftorm^d the cities an< 
forts wJieffe the Daiied had fhut tfiemfelvts up, ani 
lind put atmofl the whole face oh the ifland to the 
fword to8 — ferioredto their ofd conftitutioti and pof- 
feffionS on the death of TuRGESius-^^had feen the' 
folly of their civil dfffenfions Ito — but not to be taught 
ty tfceir own eipefiehce — wafted their time in eafe or 
un()rofitabTe exercifes — ernployed their enemies to b* 
tteif giiards-^i-infaluated iii-=*^g3vc up the niaritim^ 
tewBt to be occupi^d^ by the Danes^ and permitted 
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them to rebuild Waterford* Dubib, and Limerick 1 1 2 
—order not natural to their form of government— 

* their own diflenfions brought them again under the 
power of the Danes 1 139-1 I4^^^an union at laft brought 
about againd the common enemy 115— -overthrew the 
Danes in battle under Malachy I. 116 — their mar- 

* tial fury generally invincible iiy^fight a pitched 
battle with the Danes in Ulfter, and totally routed 
them 118 — their an'unofities termin^ated^ and enjoy a 
peace and tranquillity unknown for many years I2I-^ 
had no naval armaments for many centuries 151-— 
their ^eet for the find time attack the Danifh— their 
commander fought out the (hip of the Danifh Gene«^ 
ral — boarded it fword in hand— cut the cords with 
which his King was bound to the mafl-r-overpowercd 
by numbers— Killed 155— obtain a fignal viSory over 
the Danes in the firft fea engagement, they ever had 
1 5 7^-iniroduced learning into France 189— on the 
death of Brian fall into their former anarchy— dif- 
contented with Malachy's government 224-5— their 
Monarchy fails— an interregnum of feventy-two years 
enfues — totally exterminate the Danes and Normans 
226 — their government under Turlogh, a very ar- 
duous ta& 234^-a great confiiiion in a period of 
their Hiftory — not to be reconciled 240 

Irift) Cburcb'^tht errors it had imbibed II. 79— the 
ftandard of its faith and difcipline 80 

Jrijb Eccleftajiicksi what they ftiould learn from St. Pa- 
trick II. 3-^their fentiments not very conformable 
to the Roman model 57 

Irijb Gentry^ affed wretched diffinSions-^meanly pro- 
vided with houfes and furniture I. 140. 

Jrifi Lords and great men, paid little regard at firf! to 
Engliih government, I. 15,^ 

Irifi Miffionaries went into the continent to convert 
the Heathens, where they fet up fehools and taught 
the Saxons, Danes, and FiQs the ufe of letters II. 78. 

Irifi Princes f an account of their piety and moderation 
II. 183 — the difference between them and modern 
Princes 1 84 

JriJb Writers 9 their error I. 68 — not impartial I75 

Ith, a leader of the Spaniards fent to make a difco- 
— ^ very of Ireland— his conference with fomeof the Da- 

nonians 
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nonkns there-^oes with a guard of a hundred men 
to the Irifli Princes — they refer a difpute they had 
to him^-his decifion— ^returns ' to his fhip purfued and 
wounded in battle^ dies in his paflage hoai(^ I- 1 75 
Justin his mifiake about Scythians L 58 

K. 

KEATING9 his account of the ancient building con- 
futed 1. 128— his ftrange tale about Cor mac 273 
-^his tale of the inchantnients of the Druids 280— 
his credultty, ipflances of it II. 42.-^his miftake about 
Crimthan I. 302 — about the Monarch Malachy 
171— of the defeat and flaughterof a King of Eng* 
land 59 — about the conditions allowed to Malachy 
by Brian 182 

KELLACHy joint Monarch with Cq^all-^IoA: in a bog 
IL 59 

Keneth Mac Alpin King of Scotland vanquiflied the 
Pia^s IL 100 

JCennedy Son of Lorcan put in his claim to the 
crowH of Munfter — relinquiflied his pretenfions IL 
i40-i-B~the care of the province committed to him, his 
fon taken prifoner with the King— the King's fecret 
ipftrudipns to him about their ranfom— affembled the 
troops of the province in order to their refcue — his 
addrefs to the General who commanded them-^ af- 
fembled all the forces of the provinces for the fame 
purpofe 1 46-1 5 1 

Kerry Stones ^ an account of I. 53 

KiLDAitEy Marquifs of, his happy adminiflration when 
fole Lord Juftjce L 100 

^iilarneyt lake of, defcribed I. 32 

K1MBATH9 Monarch of Ireland— marries Queen Ma^ 
CHA — builds the palace of Eamania — dies L 205 

KiNETH obtained the monarchy — reigned four years— 
and jjB killed IL 64 

KiNETH, Primate affifted the Danes at jDublin againft 
the Iriih— ^-reflexions on it IL 171 

Kings, intended for the fervice of fociety IL 29 

^ingsy Irifb, how elefted, L 92 — the only titles of ho-» 
nour at firft anjongft them-^thcir ancient revenue , 
94 X 3 Kin- 
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K|M7AOLA> Monarch foijr ysear^ and HiHed H.'fc^ 
KiRiAN a Biihop in Ireland before Patrick IL 4 
Knights, thre^ njilitary orders of| defcfibed I. 224 

L. 

T Ab&a^ Monarch of Ireland— rraarries the Princefi 
J V Mori AT — poetical tale concerning themrrra mythor 

logical fable relating to his ears'r?the nioral of it— r 

feigns fourteen years?— killed I. 214-218- 
Lakes f or lough§ m Ireland, an account of T. 31-3 
PANFfiANTKy Arch bi (hop --hij letter \q T|Jrlooh Mpr 

n^irch qf Ireland II. 2*33 
Langt^agcj Irilh, an account pf 59-68 
Laurence* Archbifhop of Dublin, bis zeal to ferve 

his f:ountry II. 264 
Laurence, Archbifliop of Canterbury— the fiirft who 

gave Ireland the name of Seotia I. 6 
Laws of England^ fubmitted to at the conqueft-frrbut 
*" never properjy applied to Irelanfl till James thfe firf^ 

1.119 '' ' ' ' ' " ' ' ' 

^jtp/, ancient Irifli, an account of them I. ijr, iia 

—acquired the name of celeftial judgmentsrr-moft of 

^he books ^efliroyed by the Danes and Englifli-rfome ftil| 

\n public and private libraries 113— j^aws of Ta^iftry 

anjd Gayel-kind explained 114 

Law Terms f four, the fame as in England I. JIQ 

Learning, of Ireland an account of I. 68 

Lfatb Qrirtji and J^eatb Mogha, the northern and fpu^hern 
halves of thg iflandi why fp called I. 263 

fjein/ier, province of, defcribed I. 1 1, I2rr ts firft Archt- 
epifcopal See at Fernqs II. 1 7-r*^^he people of it alone 
atfack the Danes— being overpowered gave way and 
were defeated with great (laughter 90 

Lejfon to Princes and States I. 274^10 Princes and 
great men 307~to Irifli ecckfiafticks ii-rto Kings 
and Prince^ in the dcpofal of Malachy and the 
advancement -of Brian to the thron6 183— againft 
the faftious abufe of liberty 231— to a free pepplQ 
not to encourage men of fa6iiou5 fpirits 236 

Lhuyd, his opinion of the firft inhabitants of Ireland 
I. 59-r^is acccountof the Irifli language 68-71 

Lfmerkip an account of, I. 18 Lffr 



\ 



INDEX. 311 

lAfmnre^ a^ fchool there ancientlj^ where fome -Greeks 
ftudiedl. 75 

LoFTUS Dudley what is fa!^ in his MS. annals of 
RoDERic and Dermod II. 254 

L0GARY9 the firft Monarch of Ireland— (lory of hinn 
and his brother-skilled by the latter I. 207-8 

] <OG ARY 11. tranfports his army into Britain-— and afTiAed 
by the Pi&s comncrits great hoftilitics — attacks the Wall 
of Sever us— makes a treaty with the Britons, which 
was foon after broken^— continued their ravages many 
years> till the coming of the Saxons put an end to 
them 11. 13'— fummoned a convention to purge the 
records and hiftories called afterwards the great anti* 
4]Qity9 apd depoiited afterwards iri ttie Churches for 
the benefit of pofterity— fummoned the ParlianHent at 

* Tara where the old laws were purged and new ones 
added, and depofited in the palace .19— demands the 
Soromean tributci-^refufed by the King of Leinddr— . 
engaged in battle—defeated and taken Prifoner — : re- 
leafed on his taking an oath never to ex aft it'— breaks 
his oath-^ftruck dead with lightning according to fome, 
and (lain in battle according to others 24 

LoNosEACH, Monarch nine years-skilled in battle II, 
6f 

l^ORCAK, Ring of Tbomond, recommended to the 
throne of Muntter aftpr the death of Cormac II. 127 
-^but the crown given to another 128 

hord Lieutenafity his appointments-^authority and man- 
ner of ' entering upon his office, &c. I, 97*8««-the in- 
convenience of his not refiding the whole time of hi* 
commiifion iio 

Lordr fujiicesy the iticonvenience of having three inftead 
of one I. 100 

)!^ORN acquires th^ title and authority of King of Albany 
n.4'2 

Jud^e^ its artifices add intrigues the moft frequent caufe 
of the meafures of Princes-'^reflexions on it^-^rxem* 
plified in our own hiftory 11. 145 

toYp, his opinion that there are feveral remains of triie 
hiftory in the fabulous age I. 150 — his obfervation o^ 
ancient writers II. 21 

Loo HAD L reigns 8 years-^^kills himfelf I. 240 

l^ygHAQ If. fw of Lqcary, attacks Oi^i^iQi^. MbLT 
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at the battle of Ochar-^lcfcats and kills hun U. ±^ 
rr-advancefl to the throne 33 — j^necdoteof his death 

40 
LuGHAD, g Danopjan Monarch, inftituted the tailteoiy 

for tilts and tournemcnts I. 167 
LypAp Laga, brother of (^LiOLLr—affifts Cormac 

againft Fergus^ — and proves fuccefsfu! I. 272. 
I^YNCH, the ^nc things he fays of Turlogh the Grea^ 

II. 243 

MAc Gd NK, fonrin-law of Olltoll Ox.om» made 
Chief Juftice of Munfter— conyifted of corruption 
^ i — bapi(hed-r*appUe$ tp the Prince of Walesa — whp 
makes a defcent pn Ireland— engages thjB Mpnarch in 
battle — whpm he flew, with moft of his fprcesr— take^ 
pofleffion of the thrpne-r-his proper ni^nie Lugad— ^ 
reigns three years-— killed I. 266-270 

Mac Curtin, came with PATRicicfrom Italyr-ap- 
pointed by him Biftiop of Cloghpr 11. I4r-This account 
of Brian'? leleSiop to the monarphy 182, 

Mac <3illy Patrick King of Offory, aflcmbled his 
army to pppofe ih^e rnarch pf Donogh and the Dalgais 
through hi? territories: — fent a herald tp Donogh — 
the anfwer he received IJ» 21 7-1 8-— his army refufe to 
fight— could not perfuade or provoke them to it, tho* 
ten to one — harrafled t)ie D^lgai? j>y frequent ikirmiftcs 
with the rear 22Q-21 

Macha, a Princefs, claimed the throne of Ireland^ fixes 
the firft crown upon her head as the firft Queen thereof 
—and marries Kim bath — a ftrangc ftpry concerning 
her I. 204-6 — killed 184 

Magnus^ King of Norway* ridiculous ftory conpernine 
him* — invaded Ireland yrith a great fleet, ^nd defeateq 
.238-9. 

Mahon, poetical tale concerning him I. 211 

Mahon called to the crown pf Munfter II. i6o~with 
his brother and general Brian, engages the Danes, 
and gives them a total overthrow.7-.gives up Limerick to, 
be plundered— confpired againft and barbaroufly put to 
death i6z 
^^••" ^ •• ^- Ma. 
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Malj^chy^ orMALSECHLiN, KingpfMeath, collcM&r 
ed all bis forces, ^ttapkeid the Dan^es-apd routed theni 
11. 95 — eleded Mpnarcbr-had little mpre thap the 
fiame pSrr-affernblied the ft^tes pf the kingdopi, an(| 
re-fettle;fi the conftitution on its old footing ho — ^hia 
daughter, who was very beautiful, demanded by TuRr 
.GESiUjS, fpr his pleafurex^his proposal tp elude this 
demand — accepted?— put it in praQife and takes TuRr 
G ES I us in the fnare— drags him in his proceflion chained 
jr— aiKl has hi^ thrown into a lake acud drowned 104-9 
•^--fummoned a general convention to treat of an union 
flgainft their enemiesar-raifed a powerful army» and 
overthrew th^m in battle 1 15-161— a man of courage 
and ability — died 116 

^ALACHY II. eleded Monarch — oppofed the Danes 
with great valour and afilivity — fights the battle of 
Tara and defeats themr— carried hoftilities into Munfler - 
whilft Brian was in Connaught fighting againft thf 
Danesr— quitted it pn his approach-r-laid fiege to Dublii^ 
rrrftormed and tppk it — fet the Irifh prifoners at liberty 
and imprifoned the. Danes — the conditions he required 
pf themr-defeated two of their champions— addiSed 
to pleafure and faf:rific^d his country to it— ambafladors 
fent to him from Conaught and Munfter to infift on 
his quitting the thrpne-r-refpfed to do fowmade no 
attempts to fecurc the poffeffion of it— his anfwcr to 
Brian's dpniand—difpatfched meffengers tp the Princes 
and Nobility for their affiftanccrn-to the King of Ulfter 
and Conaughty-rrefufed — O Neil's anfwer to him— 
is difconcerted at it*T-vifits him, and offers him great 
iconditipnsr;rhis propofal in anfwer — rejeSed it-^fumr 
moned the tribe of Colman and alks their advicer— their 
advice mortifying to him but takes it-rgoes to Brian 
and refigned the crown II. I7i-8irrmade a fhew •f 
affifting the Iri(h army ao5^wheeIed oflF with his 
forces juft as the engagement begun 206— reftored to 
the Monarchy on the death pf BRiAN^had not me.- 
fited this reftprationr-rhis former difgrace juft 222--9 
chaftized the rebellious Danes 223—. burnt the city of 
Dublinw-deftroyed the country pf Wexford—plundered 
yifter 224— his government difliked — ^revenged the 
ff yplt piF fomc territories with great cruelty— .invade^ 

POoty 
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Oflbry and puts the King and many of his fubjeds t6 
the fword<^ied a natural death 225 

Malaphy Q Morgar Archbilhop of Ardmagh in the 
1 2 century an eminent writer-<-an account of him and 
hb works II. 275 

Malmorda King of Leinfter ordered three of hi$ fi«e(l 
trees to be cut down and hewed fer the (iervice of the 
Monarch Brian \h ipS-^determined which tfibe 
fhould carry the maft — the ftory of lofmg the buttonr off 
his mantle 1 29 — rebuked by his fifter for his degene* 
rate fpirit-^his interpofii ion at a game at chefs-^a qtiar* 
ttVt enfued 2oc<*«tea'ves the court of Brian abruptly 
^oi'^abufed the ofl^er fent after him«-«>AimmDn' 
cd his Princes and chiefs at his return home 202-*his 
littlenefs of mind prevented his reconciliation 203«v>iiii- 
plored the aid of the King of Penmarkt-^clared war a>- 
gainft Brian 204— killed in the battle of Clentarfe 212 

Jiian, a mixture of contrarities in his nature II, 33 

Ma»9 iflc <^9 f^^ ^^ tbe King of Ireland for an admiiniT 
ftrator of their governmentr— baniihed him for his pnie}- 
ty n. 238 

Mahach his good advice to the holy Coi^mac II. 132, 

ftianner/, ancient and mod^rn^ an account of I. 1 26 

Marble. See Mines 

Marriage^ cuftoras r^Uting to, at tbp fair of TMtejm I^ 
251 

May-dajy probable origin of the ceremonies on» I. 25.1 

^eabAj daughter of Achy III.— married to T|Nne 
King of Conaught — ^fabulous ftory* concerning bcr—r 
' married to Olull More I. ^21 — ftrange ftipulation 
before marriage 222 — her time diftingutfhed by many 
heroic aftions — receives fome Ulfter men under her pror 
tedion — took great dejight in fwimming — killed Jhry % 
prince of Ulftcr — ftory of her death 23 1 

Mesgedr A» the ftofy of a ball of his bfains I; 225 

Metals and Minerals. See Mines 

fitelejiansy defcended from heroes In Egypt— a colony of 
them went to Ireland about z thoufand ytars before the 
Chriftian acra^ — this account confirtiied from foneign 
hiftory I. 171— their invafion of Ireland 1 76^^lhcir'con- 
queft of the Danonians, affifted by the Belgians 1 78 

Militia, an account of them I, 287 ^ 

fitift^f^ of Ireland^ an account of I^ 4$ 

^iraclesf 
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J^n^k/f of St. Patrick^ dpubte^y and whyl. ii«T*re* 
lated by mookiih writers owing to fraud and imppfture 

as 

MotT|i|iux> d^Mies Ireland to hf a conquered countryi 
and why I. 39, aq 

fAonaftery% of Bangor in Ulfter^ burnt II. 60 

fidonafttruii the cBii^lchools of learning— an account 
of them II. 79 

Monkijb Jifriter^y t\mj fcapd ip relating miracles II, 25-^ 
their ignorance 26 

Mg^am, Ion of Carbrt I. eleded to fiiccacd htsi-^— re- 
fufes the regal title, and perfuades the people to reftore 
the^ foyal Family — aoi obfervatipn on tMs event->-a my^ 
thological fable of a collar worn by hini-*-inade Chief 
Juftice of Ireland I. 242-39 4 

Mori AT 9 a daughter ot tbe King of Munfter*— love^tale 
concerning her I. 21 1 

MonTOGHi lays claim to the Monarchy ofi- the death of 
his fjitherTuRLOGHwpKing of Tyrcpnnel— had the 
fovereign command of the ngrthren half of the ifland— *- 
alienatai the church of Cafliel from the Kings of Mun- 
der — has a great chaf a£ter in the book of reigns— fum- 
moned three national fynods— faid to hi^ve a treaty of 
commerce with Henry the firft of £ngland-<-is {tiled 
the Glorious King of Ireland in a letter from Anselm 
Archbifliop of Canterbury — has AmbafTadors fent from 
the Ifle of Man tp fend an adminiftrator of their governr 
fnent^-r-fend Donald the fonof li%\G, who is banifb.- 
ed at the end of three years-rrra ridiculous ftory concern* 
ing him— -took the habit pf a Monk at Ardma^h— dies 

"•235-9 
^ORTOGN fonof Brian, has a quarrell witli the King 

of Leinfter about a game at chefs II. 200^r*had the 

command of his fathers army-— perfuaded him to retire 

2o6?=?flain through treachery 207 — his body brought 

to Kilmainham s^nd interredr-his tomb-ftone ^re3ed 

with his name upon it 213 

MoRTOGH 0'Lach|.in, Prince of Tyrconncl and Ty? 

rone— attacked by the Monarch TuiiLOGH«?-robfcur'd 

)iis glory and humbled his power IL 24i«!r-acquires the 

fcvereignty of the greateft part of the iftand 244— ra 

Vfsry %3ive warlike Prince— fubdued all the provinces 

and l)ecame in ^ffeft Monarch of Ireland though not 
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cle£bed or iiunigurated*<-wanred ikiil or power, or 9 
right coi^undure to eftablifli his family by hereditary 
right 245— made a confiderablc alteration in the eccle* 
iiaftical ftate— called a fynod of Kells-^bufed his pow- 
er—entered the territory of Ulad in a hoftile nianncr~ 
made a peace with that Prince and notwithftandtng his 
oath broke it-— is attacked by the King of Orgiallf d&r 
feated and flain II. 246 

Munpery province d, deTcribedL 1 3««»its archiepifcopal fee 
firft at Emly — the firft Bifhops of it, before Patrick 
^^fubmitted to his authority with great relu&ance««aiKl 
rather as the patron than primate IL 16 

MuRADACH# a Prince of great military Genia&i— King 
pf Conaught—Generaliffimo of the royal army— favour 
rite of the Monarch— refleftions on that fituatioa— pof- 
fefles the thronei-->-receives the Callas, his kinfmen inio 
favour— affifts them in invading Ulfter-r-rcigns twenty^ 
five yeafs«^ies I. 296-301 

MuRKERTAGH» eleded Monarch-«-meets with great op-*" 
pofitior.-^fights five battles in on^ year and dies a natu- 
ral death— other accounts of it in my manufcript and 
another in Ware IT^ 41 

fAuftCf in Ireland tsncouraped to a degree of ^travaganp^ 

NEMEDIUS a defcendant of Magog inhabits 
Ireland-^cuts down twplve woods and lays the coun- 
try open I. 155— f^mploys four Fomerians to ereS two 
royal fortS; and th^ nei^t day puts them to d^ath. H^ 
and two thoufand off his peopff di? of the plague I. 155 
-^all that is faid of him a poetical fi£tion 15^ 
J^eniediansy engage the Fomerigns in three bloody battles 
wjiich they lofe but conqper in the fourth— two thou- 
fand of them with their chief die of the plague— op- 
preffed by the Fomerians— grqw defperate and drivte 
them out of the ifland-r-are fubdued by them on their 
return with frefli forces and leave the ifland — difpof- 
fefled of the iflanid after two hundred f<pventeen years I. 
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>T£M£TH-«inurden Con art IL and marries his Queen 
I. 265 

T^ENNiusy his account of the firft people of Ireland 
1. 57 — of peopling Britain 158 

I^E'WTON^ Sir Isaac, authenticates in fome degree the 
traditions of the Irifh Bards— -adds a credit to their more . 
recent hiftory 148-g 

TTiALL I. called by the name of the nine hoftages aflifls 
the Dalriades in Albania againft the Pidsi— changes the 
name of Scotia Minor to preferve their origin from Ire- 
land» called the Scotia Major — tranfports a numerous 
arnny into Scotland— marches with thehi into Britain-— 
ravages — tranfports them thence to Britany-— brings two 
hundred children of the beft families from the province 
•-—among whom was Patrick, afterwards the great 
Apoftlc-^undertakes a fecond expedition— lands near 
the banks of the Loire — commits dreadful hoftilities— • 
Ihot by a Prince of Leinfter — his death a lefTon to 
Princes and great men I. 303-7 

' KiALL II. obtained the crown— -many earthquakes, and 

a raging famine in his reign — made a pilgrimage to the 

' Abbeyof Jon A— quitted the throne and turned MoAk 

—- rcfleftions on it II. 65. 
NiAL III. afcended the throne — invaded the province of 
Leinfter, in order to impofe a King of his own nomina- 
tion II. 93— -engaged the Danes in a pitched battle and' 
overthrew them — drowned in fording the river Collan 
— his charaSer97 
NiALL IV. afcended the throne— obliged to rifk his life 
and crown in a battle with the Danes II. 139.— gave them 
battle a fecond time 377— fell in the field of battle 146 
tformans invade Ireland, and exceed the Danes in their 
cruelties — over run the county of Dublin with fire and 
fword II. 93-— were attacked by the Danes, defeated 
and driven away 94 
Norwegians. See Danes^ made an attempt on the pro- 
vince of Leinfter— plundered the coafl— marched up 
into the country^attacked and totally defeated II. 85-6 
NofiTux, whyfo called II. 103 

O 
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OColfNoii, Mr. ttttts the Irilh to att 6thtt Celtic 
diale£^s 1. 6o-his account of the prefertaiion of the 
Irifli language 62 

O'FtAHERTTj protes the tfechiiita! chfoiiotogjr of th^ 
Irifli moft exaft I. 203 — fettled the chronology ef the 
Iri(h hiftoiy— obferved his dates id thi^ work^his au<< 
thority allowed io be the beft — his computation ante* 
dated one hundred and fifty years 155— his sera of the 
birth of Christ^ not fo accurate as Usher^s 238 

Ollam Fodlha^ monarch of Ireland forty ye'ars-^efta<< 
blifhes many ufeful laws^-afligns particular coats of arm^ 
(oT the nobility and foldiery^nftitutes the aflembb' of 
Taray and a new fenetorial order in the Aate-^««ingns 
revenues and eftates to the Heralds* Phyiicians, Bards^ 
&c. I. 191— gives up part of Us prerogative«uKli^ a na« 
tural death 178 

Ol^LioLL Molt demands the fiorotiieaii tribtite^-refled^i* 
ons on his doing it IL 27-^is refufed^ and a battle eh*, 
fues 28— much praifed for frequently fummoning th^ 
Parliament at Tara—- has a great charafier-»i«is oppofed 
by LuGHAD«— fights the battle of Ocha and is flaiii 29 

puoLL Olum* fon of EUGEHE the Great^^becomes 
King of Munfter— marries the Daughter of Conn L 
263 — banifhed Mac Conn fon of his wife by a for-* 
mer huiband 266— fiuximoned by the Monarch to a^d 
him— obeys the fummons-*-calls his allies to hh ai&f^ 
tance— engages with them on the fide of the Monarch 
268— lofes feven fons in the battle 269-^rdained thai 
the fucceflion to his province fhould be alternate in the 
pofterity of his two fons — ^but this defeated II. 1 27 

O Neil, Hugh 9 a Prince of the north Hy-Nialls, hii 

. affifiance demanded by Malacht againft BRiAN-^hit 
anfwer — receives a vilit from Malacht— has apropos 
fal made to him — took the opinion of his Chiefs upoii 
it — their rerolution-— oflFers them ioMalaCht and re* 
fufed 178-182 

Oppofttiofif to Princefs, direSed by paidSons and privatft 
advantages— the fource of this to be fought for In htl- 
inan nature IL 242 

Original 
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Original of Nitons obfcure^ gnd fweUed with tbe marvel- 
lout and heroic 1. 1 54 

OR0URK9 King of Br^fTney, his wife's intrigue witk 
Dermod King of ] einfter — her artifice to go off with 

. him II. 248 — applied to the Monarch for afliftance 
againQ Dermod— raifed an army^ marched to the place 

. of his refidencCf and drove him out of the kingdom 448 
—received twenty five, or, as others fay, one hundred 
ounces of .gold from Diumod, in lieu of bis wife 254 
<*-liis territory invaded by Dermod and deflroyed by 
(ire and fword 261 

O Ryan, attacked the Earl of Pembr^oi^e and his forces^ 
in their march— killed by a monk II. 267 

OJimen. See Danes. 

P. 

JpAlls9 an account of them t. 2r— noncfcnt toEn^fend 
till four hundred years after Patrick II. r6— the ear- 
Heft accounts relating to them— the intention of them— 
four fent from Rome to Ireland by Cardinal Papiron 
272 ^ ; 

pALADius fent from Rome to the Irifli believing- in 
Christ — ereOied three Churches in the Province of 
Leinfter, which he confecraled — he and his profelytes 
attacked by the fon of a Pagan Prince, and obligea to 
quit the ifland to fave their lives II. 4,-3 

Pannicky in an army, the occaiion and effcSs of one— - 
refleftions on it II. 63 

Papijis exceed the Proteftants in number as eight to three, 
for the moft part of the loweft rank — pay great fnms 
to their priefts I. 86-7 — lefs violent and begotted than 
formerly — many of the belter fort turned Proteftants 
within the laft threefcore years their trifling with oaths 
oil a bible — their fwearing on a crucifix—their opini- 
on of holy wells and caves 69 

Parliament of what the upper houfeconfifts T. 102 — of what 
the lower 105 — the confiifulion of it different from the 
Englilh 106— that atTara eftablifhed anddefcribed 173 
held at Dromceat — for what purpofe II. 48— laws pafled 
in it 55^ — the laft ever held under an Irifti Monarch 248. 

Parliament 
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Parltameht in England^ their negleft of the con(lttu(k>d 

, n. 235- 

FaktholAK arrived m Irtlamd wkh his family and fet<» 

tied tbere-'^-converted a great part of the woods into 
plains— found nO more than three lakes and nifie rivers^ 
at his arrival-^Ireland firft inhabited under his govern- 
ment— ^the sera of their hiflorj begins from ham 
L 151-a. 

Ptfr/Wj/tmn/ contend with the Fomorians, and gain st 
vidory over them^-^ame from Gaul or Britain^^all that 
is faidof them poetical fidion I. i$4-5. 

fatriarcbsi their way of worihip imitated by the andeni 
Irifli I. 79* 

PATRICK} tutelar Saint of Irelandi brought a captive frond 
Britany t at fixteen years of age I? 304^-his occupation 
in Ireland during his captivify— «after feven yearsj waa 
difcharged — returned home to his parents — had a ftrange 
dream — formed the refolution of converting the Irifh-- 
fpent thirty-five years in his ftiidies abroad«^retitrned 
to Ireland with thirty-four difciplcsi in the fixtietb 
year of bis age<-*convcrted and baptised SiNtLL*=-»is 
oppofed ftrongly by the JPagaris, arid'driveh bick with 

. his company to the (hip — went to the province of tJlfter 
—preached thegofpel there with great fucccffs — is faid 
to have retained a perfed ikiit in the langQage-^^this 
much doubted, and why-*— went with his difciples intd 
the neighbourhood of Tara**appeared and preached 
. before the parliament there with great fu^rcefs, is faid to 
work many miracles — this doubted and why 11. y-i2i-- 
had not all the labour, though the merit, of converting 
the Irifli — fpent many years in converting the Iriih and 
founding Churches before he erected bifliopricks ta--* 
ere3ed a church and Bifhop^s See at Ciogher, which 
after governing fome time he furrendered — laid out 

. the city of Ardmagh — built a cathedral, monafteries^ 
and churches — eftabliflied fchools and femiliaries of 
learning — ^went into England for afliflance— confecrated 
thirty Bifliops there whom he brought with him'— held 
a fynod at Ardmagh — went to Dublin— built a church 
on the foundation of which the cathedral which bears 
Jiis name hath been erefted ■ m ade a vifit to the 
province of Munfter— converted the King and chiefs 
of that province 14-16— held a fynod with the four 

Biihops 
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• Bifliops who were hcVe before him — had no power or 
cnii{;ns of a primate — took his final leave of Munfter — 

returned to Leinfter his bufinefs as a politician! ■■ « ■ 

afCfted in purging the records of the nation-*^— «made 
frequfsnt excurfions to Ulfter — laid out the ifland into 
divifions — decimated the people, lands, and cattle—* 
rplinquiflied the See of Ardmagh — appointed his fuc- 
ceflbr— went to Rome-^-confecrated the Archbiftiop of 
Cafhell to have authority over Leath Moga— this pro- 
bably a miftake i6-»23-^returned from Rome through 
Britain — leaves his rule for Monks there — brought a 
new fupply of Bifhops and Priefts — frequently held 
fynods and councils 26— aded like a man who had no 
other commiffion than his own zeal 27— his zeal and 
benevolence a lefTon to Irifh eccleiiafticks 31 --a Saint 
of the firft order in the Irifli calendar 55 — being very 
old fpent moft of his time in the monafteries of Saul and 
Ardmagh— *his death and charaSer 35. 

Pieragcy its regulation as to precedency I. 102. 

Pembroke Earl of, makes a treaty of alliance with 
Dermod King of Leinfter II. 251— received a letter 
from him to aflure him of keeping his promife if he 
would go to Ireland for his affiftance— applied to King 
Henry for hispermilEon 257— mifinterprets the King's 
£lence and prepared for the expedition — fent two chief 
officers over with his anfwer, and to be informed of the 
profpe6k of fuccefs 25 8 — went over w ith above a thoufand 
gentlemen and landed at Waterford — is joined by Der- 
mod and his forces 259— laid fiege to Waterford and took 
it by flbrm— -married Eva daughter of Dermod 260— 
alTumed the government of Leinfter 263 — marched 
with his army to Dublin to get his right recognifed— - 
prepared every thing for his defence, is befieged in 
Dublin — called a council of war, and propofed to off^er 
terms of capitulation 264 — his propofal affented to— is 
confounded and in defpair at the anfwer made to it— 
the refolution infpired into him by M. Cog an— drew 
up their men 265r-marched to the enemies camp — 
attacked and .defeated them •**- left Dublin under the 
care of Cogan, and marched to Wexford, in order to 
i:elieve Fitz-Stephen and his officers — his intention 
fruftrated — attacked by a p^rty of Irifli, which he de- 
feats 266— his favage execution of his own fon 267—* 
Vot. II. Y afraid 
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afraid of exafperatmg King Henry—- -fetlt De lA 
Grose over to make his fubmiffion — is obliged to go 
over to him himfelf— the conditions he offered the 
King 268— accepted*— is fent back again by him into 
Ireland 269, 

Fez RON (hews the Latins hare taken many words from 
the Celtic I. 63— his criticifmon the Romans 70. 

Pbeniciant taught the ufc of letters to the Irifh I. Ty-la- 
troduced letters and arts into Europe 172. 

Pherecydes the firft writer in profc I. 73. 

P/V7/ o/Tbrace^ land in Ireland—kindly deceived and aiSft 
the Irifli againfl the Britons^a fable concerning them~ 
married feme Irifh widoyr-ladiesy and go and fettle in 
Scotland — their original from Scythia — became the 
Calidonian Britons I. 183-5— -acquired the fovereign'ty 
of the north of Scotland- their coming into Ireland 

r laced too early i86" invaded Ulfler—— engaged the 
rifh in battle— made another defcent on Ulfler — drove 
the Dalriadas put of Scotland IL 39> burnt the mo-» 
naflery of Bangor, and drove away the monks 60 — en- 
tirely vanquifhed by the Scots lOO, 

Plagufy fwept oflFtwo thoiifand Nemedlans L 156* 

Pliny, called Ireland a Britifh ifle I. 57. 

Pluralities as they are allowed in Ireland> indeJFenfible 
I. III. 

PoetSy fee bards. 

Poetry encouraged to a degree of extravagance I. 72. 

Police how conduced I. 256. 

PoLYBius called Ireland a Britifh ifle I. 57, 

P<ipery more hurtful by the prefent lavirs in Ireland than it 
ipight be L 90. 

Popes of Rome had no jurifdiSion in Ireland in Patrick's 
time, nor many hundred years aft^r II. 16-— their infal- 
libility unknown there 57. 

Popijb Prieftst from the lowefl of the people — might be 
made of advantage to the flate and how L 87. 

Prenj>ergast Maurice, an Englifh General in Der- 
M CD's army, fuggefled a flratagem which gave him 
the viQory II. 253. 

Priefls popilh, a propofal relating to them I. 87* 

Primacy y no regular one in Patrick's time nor for many 
hundred years after I, 22. 

PrinceSf 
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PrinteSi ttieir fuperftition in retiring iiito cells and doift^f I 

and beconiing Monks to atone for all the niifchief they 

had done in arms I. 274; 
Privy Council 9 their legiflative power h 10 fi 
IBrobus, the only Irifli writer of the tenth centary l^efidei 

Co KM AC King of Munfter } aii account of him and 

his works II. 186. 
tropofal fof improving the collieries In Ireland I.' 51 — for 

making the Papifts more ufeful fubjefits than th^y are 

90-^for remedying the want of coin 123. 
Protejiant fchoolsj the advantage of them I.- gt: 
Pf alter of Tara, in what manner eompofed I. 277" ^^ 'O^ 

Cafliell, quoted by Keating as ftill extant celc>^ 

brates the valour ©f the tribe of Dalgais, and why 
* il. 123, 
]^TO{.£MY^ his miftake ^boiit Scythians L 58^ 




^ 



UEEl^y the iafcivioufnefsofone of otir 6^Di tfai 
cffeQsof it IL 146; 



RAqAlach, King of Conaughtj &,i^it tale ton^ 
concerning him 11. 594 

Raymond Dr^ his parallel of the Irifli and Celtic lan-^ 
guages) proves them to be the fame I; 6c>-^his opinion 
of the antiquities and hiftory of Ireland 71—^^3 account 
of the antiquity of the book of rights II. 197. 

P^eflexions on the quarrel between Heber and HerREMok 
L i82*-'on the Irifh liiftofy 200 — on a fpiritof ambw 
tion 208 — on the myfterious wayi of Providence 2iiO 
on MOran's refufing the monarchy a43-^^n heredi- 
tary and eleQive Kings 249 — on marriages 251 — on tl)C 
injufti^e of Wars 232-*— on the pernicious way of pun- 
ifhing theft with death in England 259— on the ill ad- 
tice of oiinifters 281-^on the want of fpirit» genius^ 
and attention, in Prince and people ii. ii6*-on tht 
obfcure age I.- 367-^on the Boromean tribute IL 23—* 
00 Qllioll Molt's demand of that tribttte-^oii th€ 
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fame error in public and private life 2^ — on the effedd 
of ambition and pride 56— —on pannicks in an army 
63— on Princes turning Monks 65 — on the difpute 
about the ecciefiaftical tonfure 77— on the ftale of lear- 
ning and religion in the four firft centuries 78-9 — on 
the fpirit oF faftion 89— on the natural difpofition of 
the Iri(h 95 — on the influence of love-intrigues in pub- 
lic councils 1 45— on envy 1 67"-K)n a6Hng out of cha- 
racter by Kings and Bilnops 171— on the depofal of 
Malachy, and the advancement of Brian to the 
throne i82-*H)n littlenefs of mind in not forgiving in- 
juries ao3 — on the fituation of Brian^ when his great 
age prevented hts joining in battle 206— on the fatal 
cffeos of a conteft for the thrrnie 236— on the effeds 
of wild ambition 263— —on the fynods held under 
MoRTooH O Briak 269-»7o*-on what pafied In 
the fynod at Kells, in the twelfth century 271 — on the 
fuperftition of Princes in turning Monks to atone for the 
blood they have fhed 274* 
Reformation, what change it made in the Jnjb church 

11. 39. 

Regan Maurice, fecretary to Dermod KingofL^in- 
fter, fent by him into Wales, to raife recruits II. 251 — 
fent to fummon the city of Dublin to furrender at the 
(lege 261 — his incredible relation of the attack of the 
Irifh camp by the Englifli 266. 

Religion, ancient and modern in Ireland, an account of it 

I. 77r-the fame at prefent as the Church of England 91 
i— no tolerable account of it in the tenth century— the only 
information about it II, 183 — the ftate of it from the 
beginning of the eleventh century 271. 

Refolution, a ft range one in the tribe of the Dalgais II. 216 

—another ftill mpre flrange 220- 
Revenues of the King of Munfter, and of the Monarch 

II. 197. 

Revolution in the province of Munfter I. 266. 

Rivers, an account of them I. 34. 

Roderick Prince of Wales, invaded Ireland with a great 
army — ^loft his life in the firft attack II. 164. 

RoDERic'King of Conaught, difputed the Monarch's 
authority— invaded and ravaged his territory — did the ' 
fame in Munfter and Leinfter— his fleet infulted the 
coafts of Tyrone— ravaged the territory of Meath with 

his 
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his army, and obliged the inhabitants to give him hof- 
tages-*^bliged to ittake his peace with the Monarch, 
and deliver up hoftages for his obedience IL 244-5-^ 
aflumed the fovereignty of the whole ifland — his accef- 
fion why eafy and uncontefted — aflembled the States of 
the kingdom at Dublin and is ele&ed — the reafon of it 
—inaugurated and his right recognifed — made a pro- 
grefs with his troops round the ifland, taking hoftages 
and making prefents— chaftifed the Hy-Niall Princes 
for their revolt— held a parliament the lad before the 
conquefl; 246>7-— lent an aid to the King of BrefFny 
againft the King of Leinfter 24S — convened ati aflem- 
bly of the ftates to quell the King of Leinfter's infur- 
redion — ^marched with a great army to give him battle 
— -profcribed him — accepted of his fubmif&on and hof- 
tages 253-4 — his alarm at the fuccefs of Dermod and 
his Englifh fubfidies-^fent an officer toahreaten him-« 
his weaknefs in that particular 26i-2-^en{led from 
what he had threatened, and why — his authority on the 
decline A63— levied a great army to drive the Engliih 
out of the ifland— -invefled Dublin by fea and land 264 
—his anfwer to the Earl of Pembroke's offer of capi- 
tulatioD 265. 

R$man writers their impertinence I. 69 

Rowland his quotation fromDioDORUs SiculuSi 
erroneoufly replied to Anglefea I. 75-6 

Rpydamna^ his eledion> and the reafon of it I. 9$ 

s. 

SAcHKASACH afcended the throne — reigned four 
years*— killed II. 60 
Saba, daughter of C6NNf married to Ollioll Olum 

King of Munfter I. 265 
Sttint Patrick*s and Chrift-chufch the only cathedrals 

that have church mufic I. 16 
Samnes, his opinion of the name Hibernia I. 4. 
Secfigbt at Dundalk an account of it II. 155. 
Sedulius a poet and divine in the fifth century-«-an ac- 
count of him and his writings II. 67 
Sedulius the younger a Bifbop in Spain in the eighth 
century II, 77^ 

Sefi 
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fin •/ Rome, fee Popes 

{Shannon river off fcheme to make it navagable I. iS^ if 

School^ and academies, an account of them I. 76-7 

Scotia, the reafon of that name I. 5 

Scotland, a defcent made on it II. 39 

Sfott, the name of the firft inhabitants of Ireland I, 5—9 
never heard of till the third or fourth century— the 
fame with Scyths-»npt given them by themfelyes but 
by tfie Britons 5 

fifots, the Ibertany a people bordering on the Euxine fe^ 
fettled in Spain-ip'a colony of the Spaniards fettled in 
Irelandrrrlearnt the ufe of letters from a celebrated 
Phenius I. 172 

ScoTUs Marianiis an eminent chrpnologer^ an accounf 
of him and his work IT, 274 

^cytbians iconfounded with the Gomerians T. 58 

SiTRiCKf general of the Danes came to Irelend with ^ 
great army — took Dublin by ftorm— engaged the roy- 
al army«— defeated it 11. 139— -appointed by the Danes 
their Kingrra treacherous cruel man 141 — pcrfuad- 
ed the Monarch to acquiefce in a fcheme for deftroy- 
ingthe King of Munfter 142 — propofed a treaty of 
gUiance with that King by marrying his fitter to 
him i43rr-communicated his fcheme for deftroying 
the King of Munfter to his wife 146— his wife went 
put of Dublin in difguife to inform him of the 
treachery 147 — in love with him-^he ordered two 
parties pf foldiers to cut off the King of Munfter'? 
fetreat — took him prifpnefr^infift^d on extravagant 
terms for his ranfom 148-9^— ordered the Danifh offi- 
cers who had the care of him to march 'out fight 
the Irifli, whilft he with his guards removed the roya| 
prifoner to Dundalk— embarked as faft as poffible on 
jboard his fleet i53-4::Trattacked by the Irifli Admiral 
and droyrned 156 . - , 

Slang EY chief commander of the Pentarchy under the 
Belgians, and King of Leinfter 1. 159 

Slate, fc^ Mines . • 

Smith> his account of an ifland from D>iodorus Sicu- 
Lus, which he applies to Ireland I. 74-*7hi^ account of 
the name of Firlbolg's 158 

Svl pf Irel^jd^ an account of it I. 27 

DOLrKr0S 
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Rox^iwus, what he fays of the ancient Iri(h incredible 
I. 126 ^' 

Bpaitiy the conqueft of it, and a great drought obliged 
many of the inhabitants to go to Ireland I. 73 

Spaniards^ a colony of them fettled in Ireland in the fourth 
age of the v/orld I. 172 — fent one of their leaders 10 
make a difcovery if it would afford a fettlemerit for 
them I. 1 74 

3p^KS|:h> the poet, his account of fhe ufe of letters in 
Ireland I^ 66-^his opinion of the Irilh poetry 71 — his 
obfervation that the Englilh laws were never properly 
tpplied in Ireland I. 119 

SxiLLrNGFLEET Bifliop, his acGount of the firft inhabit- 
ants of Ireland I. 58-59 — his account of the Pi£i:« J85 

Stonef fee Mines 

#y/c«^ of deftiny, its wonderful properties— brought into 
Ireland by the Danonians— — -fent into Scotland by an 
Irifli ^I6narch — preferved in the Abbey of Scone — 
brought away by King Edward I. and placed under 
the inauguration chair in Weftminfter-Abbey — called 
by the vulgar -Jacob's pillar, tlje Kings of England 
crowned upon it—- the wifdom of the nation impeached 
by it I. 163-4. 

Story ^ of CoRMAc'sdifpute with the Druids about idoU 
atry I. 285-'-of the death of Niall the Great 3o6r— 
of the quarrell between Cox-umXill and Fi nan U, 
45— on a panjiick faid fo be owing to an apparition — 
refledions on it 63-^^-of the wife of Sitrick»i47— r^ 
ridiculous one copied by Ware and Keating 238. 

&rRABo, his account of the 6r{l inhabitants of Ireland I. 
58 — what he fays of the ancient Irifli incredible 99 

{Stratford Ead of his affirming Ireland to be a con^ 
quered country made an article of his impeachment 40 
f— fent a filver feal, a gold bitt of a bridle, and an ingot 
of filver from Ireland to Charles I. 49 

Strongbgw, fee Pembroke 

Sully, duke of, his obfervation I. 229 

Synod, one held in eleven hundred and fifty two — what 
done in it I. 22 — about the time on which Eafter (hould 
be obfervcd-'^no agreement had in it — an Abbot fent 
to Rome to folve their difficulties — the decifion from 
Jhence^etermined nothing II. 37t-?the laws and regu- 

' ' lationt 
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lations of that held under Mortogh O BRiAN-<-fhe 
divifion'of the diocefes^-the fee of Waterford ereded 
i— the boundaries of the diocefes fixed 270— ^reflexions 
on thefe fynods*— proceedings in that at Kells 271— 
the defign of one held at Ardmagh---tbe refult of thdt 
deliberations 273 

T. 

TAciTUS his account of the Irifli 1. 57«-«his romBntic 
account of the Jews 70-^what he fays of the an- 
cient Germans true of the Irifli 72 

Tailtean inftituted by a Danonian Monarch for tilts and 
tournements on the firfl of Auguft I. 167— the feat of 
a fair held on that day ; alfo in honour of a queen of 
that name 251 ^ 

TCale of the death of G)rmac I. 286 

Talents the Chronologer, put Britain and Ireland at 
the head of the eminent nations in the firft ages I. 161 

Taniftry, the law of it explained I. 1 14 

Tara, the parliament of it eftabliflied--*a large defcription 
of it I. 19 1 -7— the palace re-built 252 

Teic, .fon of BriaK, to whom he left the crown — ^fur- 
prifed by the Prince of Ely> at his brother's inftigation> 
and put to death II. 214 — ^his fon aflumed the title of 
Monarch 228 

TeiG) fon of DoMALDy fent to adminifter the govern- 
ment of the Ifle of Man — baniihed II. 238 

Thady aflifts GpRMAC againft the Monarch* and b 
^ fuccefsful I. 272 / 

Theodosius, the Roman GenefaU revenges the affif- 
tance given the Pi&s by the Irifli— gave the name of 
Valentia to that part of North*Britain conquered by 
him I. 302 

TiGHERMAS, monarch of Ireland^ the firft who intro- 
duced idolatry--— is faid to perifli by a judgment from 
heaven — in his reign a gold mine firft difcovered — ^the 
colours of green, blue^ andpurple* invented 1. 187 

Times, a right conjundure of them> almoft every thing 
in political affairs II. 245 

T0MAIR9 Prince Royal of Denmark* killed in battle by 
^ Irifli II. q6, 

^ Tor 
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Tor and Magnus, tn-others of Sitrick, periflied in a 
fea-fight by the unparalleled valour of the Irifli II. 

156 

Towers, an accoaBt of them I. 129 

^Tradition in the firft ages held the place of hiftory*— 
defedive in time and place, and ivhy I. 143 

Tribute Boromean, reflexions on it II. 23 

Tuam, the bifliopricks in that province 1. 22-^the cathe- 
dral compleated by Turlogh 244-*— the See erefted 
into an Archbiihoprick 272 - ^ 

TuATHAL invited from Scotland by the friends of his 
family— landed in Ireland— -marched to Tara-*-is eled- 
ed Monarch-<-»killed the ufurper I. 246-7«^his charter 
a52-i^his unjuft refentment-— exaded a tribute from 
the province of Leinfler 255— convened aflemblies at 
Cruachain and Eamania — reigned thirty years-^^-is killed 
258 

TuATHAL MadlgarB) advanced to the Monarchy—- 
nothing worthy of notice in his reign<ir-*tale about his 
birth— killed 11. 42 

Tuatb-de-danans, or Danonians invaded Ireland — called 
by this name as defcended from Danan— faid to be ex- 
pert in the black art*— called by this name, according to 
others, becaufe divided into three tribes, ^each of which 
had one of thefe appellations«*-marvellous tale abbut 
them — brought the ftone of deftiny with them I. 
l$2-3 — their probable hiftory — the Danonians of Great 
Britainv-burned their (hipping as foon as they landed— ^ 
their fentiments at that time— defeated the Belgians — 
fight a fecond battle, and defeated them — their King 
in the firft battle loft his hand ; in the fecond his life 
i6^.^.»See Danonians. 

TuRGESius, a King, or fon of a King of Norway, 
made a formidable defcent with a vaft fleet — a man of 
courage yet brutal— united all t|ie Danes under him— 
divided his army alSd fleet into different bodies — drove 
the primate ai>d his clergy from Ardmagh — fettled 
himfelf in the f alace IL 88-9— colleded all his forces 
againft fome Norman invaders, who plundered the 
countfy of Dublin — engaged, defeated, and drove 
them away 93-4 — proclaimed Monarch by the Danes- 
notified this to his friends in Norway, and defired a 
reinforcement — is gratified with a great one^— over- 
turned 
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tutted all the laws and liberties of the Irifh-^exereifecl 
all Torts of cruelties — new modelled the ftate— -drov« 
—the (Indents and clergy at Ardmagh away*— put 9 

w Danifh lay Abbot into every monaftery 98-102 — hii 
tyranny rouzed the Irifh*^vifitcd the Monarch Ma- 
XrACHY— 'liked his daughter, and demanded her for his 
pleafure — acquiefced in the Monarch's propofal, who , 
deceived him-r-enfnared and put to death 104*9 

TuRLOGH) fet .up for the Monarchy in oppofitioo to 
DoNOGH 11. 229— his power fuperior*— devafted Mun- 
•fter, and received hoilages for their loyalty 231—* 
drove Donogh out of the ifland-^-aflfumed the (ove-« 
re^gn power over the whole ifland — quelled an infttr-< 
reftion headed by Donogh's fon— chafed him into 
Conaught^-^ravaged that province^ and made a treaty 
of peace with that King 232-^never ufeid his powcf 
againft his own fubjeds after the death of DoNOOHf 
imitated the .example of his grandfather Briani^^is muc^ 
honoured in a letter from Archbilhop Lakfrank-^ 
worthy of his defcent and the monarchy^^^granted the 
requeft of King William Rufus in fending over Irifli 
oak for the roof of Weftminfter-hall-*-reigned twenty 
two years — his death and charaflier 233^4-5 

TuRLOGH the Great, extremely troublefome to the two 
Monarchs II. 239— difputed the authority of the fiir- 
vivor— is King of Conaught— *owned as Monarch by 
the greateCl part of the nation 240 — invaded the pro- 
vince of Munfter and is defeated with great fljughter— ■ 
invaded it a fecond time and reduced it under his obe-* 
dience — appointed governors oyer it 2(41 ---defeated the 
oppofition every where againft hincl-^invided Munftef 
a third time — engaged the arn^y of it in battle and de- 
feated them 242 •— chaftifed Dermod, the King of 
Leinfter — made his fon King of Meath and DubUn— 
deftroyed Tirconnell and Tyrone— his glory much ob- 
icured — obliged to give hoftages for his fecurity to keep 
the peace — died a natural death-^-made a religious exit 
243 — ^account of his adminiftration-»left all his effeftj . 
to the clergy 244 

TuRLOGH O Brian engaged the Monarch— defeated 
and baniihed , II. 243 . - 

Tyrone its territory ravaged by the King of Coilaughti 
and its coafl by his fleet IL 244-7 

Ulfttr- 
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